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PREFACE. 



This compilation is presented at this time becaase, for several 
years last past, the trend of political events has been toward an abandon- 
ment of the traditions and simplicity and purity, and even of the form 
of government that was bequeathed to us at such a cost of blood and 
treasure, and has shown a. tendency to react from those high ideals to a 
closer pattern after and sympathy with old world models. It is believed 
that a perusal of all party platforms, in the light of the Peclaration of 
Independence and the Constitution of our Country, will show clearly the 
point of divergence from a safe political course, and the point to which 
we must retrace our steps. Such a "perusal will also show at least two 
comply changes or reversals in the principles of the parties dominant 
at the time of those changes, and will enable the young voters more clearly 
to discern the truth touching the claims of political parties to the support 
of the people. 

It is hoped that persons perusing these pages will put every party 
pledge and utterance to the test suggested in the /'Preamble to the 
Constitution," and note whether the party pledges are calculated to 
subserve the ends therein expressed. 

Omaha, July 6, 1900. The Compiler, 
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THE DECURATiON OF INDEPENDENCE. 



: On June 7th, 1776, in the Colonial 
if;ongress, Richard Henry Lee, of Vir- 
'ginia, offered a resolution that, 
"THESE UNITED COLONIES ARE, 
•AND OF RIGHT OUGHT TO BE, 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT 
iSTATES." 

1 A committee was appointed to draft 
a suitable declaration. The members 
jDf that committee were Thomas Jeffer- 
k)n, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 
^Roger Sherman and Robert R. Living- 
stone. Lee's resolution having been 
-submitted to the several colonies was 
favorably passed by twelve. New York 
! alone failing to unite in the action, 
(and on July 2nd, the Congress having 
i official notice of the action of the sev- 
'eral colonies proceeded to discuss the 
i declaration and on July 4th adopted 
the same, which transaction is thus re- 
corded in the journal for that day. 

"Agreeably to the order of the day, 
the Congress resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into their 
further consideration the Declaration; 
and, after some time, the President fe- 
.sumed the chair, and Mr. Harrison re- 
ported that the committee have agreed 
to a Declaration, which they desired 
him to report." 

The Declaration being read was 
agreed to as follows: 



"A DECLARATION BY THE RBP^ 
RESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, IN CON-« 
GRESS ASSEMBLED. 

When, in the course of human 
events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with an- 
other, and to assume among the pow- 
ers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the laws of 
nature and of nature's God entitle 
them, a decent respect to the opinions 
of mankind requires that they should 
declare the causes which impel them 
to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evi- 
dent, that all men are created equal; 
that they are endowed by their Crea- 
tor with certain inalienable rights; 
that among these are life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. That to se- 
cure these rights, governments are in- 
stituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the 
governed; that, whenever any form of 
government becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the right of the people 
to alter or to abolish it, and to insti- 
tute a new government, laying its 
foundations on such principles, and or- 
ganizing its powers in such form, as 
to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their safety and happiness. Pru- 
dence, indeed, will dictate that govern- 
ments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; 
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and, accordingly, all expeii'enco hath 
shown that mankind are more dis- 
posed to suffer, while evils are suffer- 
able, than to right them by abolishing 
the forms to which they are accus- 
tomed. Bdt when a long train of 
abuses and usurpations, pursuing in- 
variably the same object, evinces a de- 
sign to reduce them under absolute 
despotism, it is their right, it is their 
duty to throw off such government, 
and to provide new guards for their 
future security. Such has been the 
patient sufferance of these colonies, 
and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their former 
systems of government. The history 
of the present King of Great Britain 
is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct ob- 
ject the establishment of an absolute 
tyranny over these States. To prove 
this let facts be submitted to a can- 
did world: 

He has refused his assent to laws 
the most wholesome and necessary for 
the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to 
pass laws of immediate and pressing 
importance, unless suspended in their 
operation till his assent should be 
obtained; and when so suspended, he 
has utterly neglected to attend to 
them. 

He has refused to pass other laws 
for the accommodation of large dis- 
tricts of people, unless those people 
would relinquish the right of repre- 
sentation in the legislature; a riglft 
inestimable to them, and formidable 
to tyrants only. I 

He has called together legislative 
bodies at places unusual, uncomfort- 
able, and distant from the depository 
of their public records, for the sole 
measure of fatiguing them into com- 
pliance with Tiis measures. 

He has dissolved representative 
houses repeatedly for opposing, with 
manly firmness, his invasions on the 
rights of the people. 

He has refused, for a long time affer 
such dissolution, to cause others to be 
•lected; whereby the legislative pow- 



ers, incapable of annihilation, have re- 
turned to the people at large for their 
exercise; the State remaining in the 
meantime exposed to all the danger of 
invasion from without, and convul- 
sions within. 

He has endeavored to prevent the 
population of these States; for that 
purpose, obstructing the laws for nat- 
uralization of foreigners; refusing to 
pass others to encourage their migra- 
tion hither, and raising the conditions 
of new appropriations of lands. 

He has obstructed the administra- 
tion of justice, by refusing his assent 
to laws for establishing judiciary pow- 
ers. 

He has made judges dependent on 
his will alone, for the tenure of their 
ofllces, and the amount and payment 
of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new 
offices, and sent hither swarms of offi- 
cers to harass our people, and eat out 
their substance. 

He has kept among us in times of 
peace, standing armies, without the 
consent of our legislature. 

He has affected to render the mili- 
tary independent of, and superior to, 
the civil power. 

He has combined with others, to 
subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to 
our constitution, and unacknowledged 
by our laws; giving his assent to their 
acts of pretended legislation. 

For quartering large bodies of armed 
troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock 
trial, from punishment for any mur- 
ders which they should commit on the 
inhabitants of these States: 

For cutting off our trade with all 
parts of the world: 

For imposing taxes on us without 
our consent: 

For depriving us, in many cases, of 
the benefits of trial by jury: 

For transporting us beyond the seas 
to be tried for pretended offenses: 

For abolishing the free system of 
English laws in a neighboring prov- 
ince, establishing therein an arbitrary 
government, and enlarging its bounda- 
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' ries, 80 as to render it at once an ex- 
ample and fit instrument for intro- 
ducing the same absolute rule into 
these colonies: 

For taking away our charj^ers, abol- 
ishing pur most valuable laws, and 
altering fundamentally the powers of 
our government: 

For suspending our own legislatures, 
and declaring themselves invested 
with power to legislate for us in all 
cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, 
by declaring us out of his protection, 
and waging war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged 
our coasts, burnt our towns, and de- 
stroyed the lives of our people. 

He is, at this time, transporting 
large armies of foreign mercenaries to 
complete the work of death, desola- 
tion, and tyranny, already begun, 
with circumstances of cruelty and per- 
fidy scarcely paralleled in the most 
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy 
the head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow-citi- 
zens, taken captive on the high seas, 
to bear arms against their country, to 
become the executioners of their 
friends and brethren, or to fall them- 
selves by their hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrec- 
tions amongst us, and has endeavored 
to bring on the inhabitants of our 
frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, 
whose known rule of warfare is an un- 
distinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions 
■we have petitioned for redress, in the 
most humble terms; our repeated peti- 
tions have been answered only by re- 
peated injury. A prince, whose char- 
acter is thus marked by every act 
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to 
be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in atten- 
tion to our British brethren. We have 
warned them from time to time, of 
attempts made by their Legislature to 
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction 
over us. We have reminded them of 
the circumstances of our emigration 



and settlement here. We have appealed 
to their native justice and magnanim- 
ity and we have conjured them, by the 
ties of our common kindred to disavow 
these usurpations, which would inevi- 
tably Interrupt our connections and 
correspondence. They, too, have been 
deaf to the voice of justice and con- 
sanguinity. We must, therefore, ac- 
quiesce in the necessity which de- 
mands our separation, and hold them 
as we hold the rest of mankind, ene- 
mies in war, in peace, friends. 

We, therefore, the representatives of 
the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
in GENERAL CONGRESS assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the 
World for the rectitude of our inten- 
tions, do, in the name, and by the au- 
thority of the good people of these col- 
onies, solemnly publish and declare: 
That these United Colonies are, and 
of right ought to be FREE AND IN- 
DEPENDENT STATES; that they are 
absolved from all allegiance to the 
British crown, and that political con- 
nection between them and the State of 
Great Britain is, and ought to be to- 
tally dissolved; and that, as FREE 
And independent states, they 
have full power to levy war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, estabiish 
commerce, and do all other acts and 
things which INDEPENDENT 
STATES may of right do. And, for 
the support of this declaration, and 
in a firm reliance upon the protection 
of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutual- 
ly pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honor." 

The foregoing declaration was, by 
order of Congress, engrossed, and 
signed by the following members: 

New Hampshire — Josiah Bartlett, 
William Whipple, Matthew Thornton. 

Massachusetts — Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, Robert T. Paine, Elbridge 
Gerry. 

Rhode Island—Stephen Hopkins, 
William Ellery. 

Connecticut— Roger Sherman, Sam- 
uel Huntington, William Williams, Ol- 
iver Wolcott. 

New York— William Floyd, Philip 
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Livingstone, Francis Lrewis, Lewis 
Morris. 

New Jersey — Richard Stockton, John 
WitherspooB, Francis Hopkinson, John 
Hart, Abraham Clark. 

Pennsylvania — Robert Morris, Ben- 
jamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John 
Morton, John Clymer, James Smith, 
George Taylor, James Wilson, (Jeorge 
Ross. 

Delaware — Caesar Rodney, George 
Read, Thomas McKean. 

Maryland—Samuel Chase, William 
Paca, Thomas Stone, JOHN HAN- 



COCK, Charles Carroll, of Carrallton. 
Virginia— George Wythe, Richard 
Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benja- 
min Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., 
Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Bray- 
ton. 

North Carolina— William Hooper, 
Joseph Hewes, John Penn. 

South Carolina— Edward Rutledge, 
Thomas HeyiRrard, Jr., Thomas Lynch, 
Jr., Arthur Middleton. 

Georgia — Button Gwinnett, Lyman 
Hall, George Walton. 
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We tlie People af the United States, in 
order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquillity, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general welfare, 
and secure the blessings of liberty 
to ourselves and our posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitu- 
tion for the United States of Amer- 
ica. 

ARTICLE I. 
Section I.— -All legislative powers 
herein granted shall be vested in a 
Congress of the United States, which 
shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

Sec. II.— 1. The House of Represen- 
tatives shall be composed of members 
chosen every second year by the peo- 
ple of the several States, and electors 
in each State shall have the qualifica- 
tions requisite for electors of the most 
numerous branch of the State ijegisla- 
ture. 

2. No person shall be a Representa- 
tive who shall not have attained to the 
age of twenty-five years, and been 
seven years a citizen of the United 
States, and who shall not, when elect- 
ed, be an Inhabitant of that State in 
which he shall be chosen. 

3. Representatives and direct taxes 
shall be apportioned among the sev- 
eral States which may be included 
within this Union, according to their 
respective numbers, which shall be de- 
termined by adding to the whole num- 
ber of free persons, including those 
bound to service for a term of years, 



and excluding Indians not taxed, three- 
fifths of all other persons. The actual 
enumeration shall be made within 
three years after the first meet- 
ing of the Congress of the United 
States, and within every subsequent 
term of ten years, in such manner as 
they shall by law direct. The number 
o(f representatives shall not exceed one 
for every thirty thousand, but each 
State shall have at least one represen- 
tative; and. until such enumeration 
shall be made the State of New Hamp- 
shire shall be entitled to. choose three; 
Massachustts, eight; Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, one; Connecti- 
cut, five; New York, six; New Jersey, 
four; Pennsylvania, eight; Delaware, 
one; Maryland, six; Virginia, ten; 
North Carolina, five; South Carolina, 
five; and Georgia, three. 

4. When vacancies happen in the 
representation from any State, the ex- 
ecutive authority thereof shall issue 
writs of election to fill such vacan- 
cies. 

5. The House of Representatives 
shall choose their speaker and other 
officers; and shall have the sole power 
of impeachment. 

Sec. III.— 1. The Senate of the United 
States shall be composed of two sena- 
tors from each State, chosen by the 
legislature thereof, for six years; and 
each senator shall have one vote. 

2. Immediately after they shall be 
assembled in consequence of the first 
election, they shall be divided as equal- 
ly as may be into three classes. The 
11 
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seats of the senators of the first-class 
shall be vacated at the expiration of 
the second year, the second-class at 
the expiration of the fourth year, and 
of the third-class at the expiration 
of the sixth year, so that one-third 
may be chosen every second year; and 
if vacancies happen by resignation, or 
otherwise, during the recess of the 
legislature of *any State, the executive 
thereof may make temporary appoint- 
>nents until the next meeting oif the 
legislature, which shall then fill such 
vacancies. 

3. No person shall be a senator who 
shall not have attained the age of 
thirty years, and been nine years a 
citizen of the United States, and who 
shall not, when elected, be an inhabi- 
tant of that State for which he shall 
be chosen. 

4. The Vice-President of the United 
States shall be President of the Sen- 
ate, but shall have no vote, unless they 
be equally divided. 

5. 'The Senate shall choose their oth- 
er officers, and also a President pro 
tempore, in the absence of the Vice- 
President, or when he shall exercise 
the office of President of the United 
States. 

6. The Senate shall have the sole 
power to try all impeachments. When 
sitting for that purpose they shall be 
on oath or affirmation. When the 
President of the United States is tried, 
the Chief Justice shall preside; and 
no person shall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
members present. 

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment 
shall not extend further than to re- 
moval from office, and disqualification 
to hold and enjoy any office of honor, 
trust or profit under the United States; 
but the party convicted shall neverthe- 
less be liable and subject to indict- 
ment, trial, judgment and punishment, 
according to law. 

Sec. IV.— 1. The times, places and 
manner of holding elections for sena- 
tors and representatives, shall be pre- 
scribed in the State by the legislature 
thereof; but the Congress may at any 



time by law make or alter such regu- 
lations, except as to the places of i 
choosing senators. a 

2. The Congress shall assemble at 
least once in every year, and such 
meeting shall be on the first Monday 
in December, unless they shall by law- 
appoint a different day. 

Sec. V.-— 1. Each house shall be 
judge of the elections, returns and 
qualifications of its own tnembers, 
and a majority of each shall constitute 
a quorum to do business; but a smaller 
number may adjourn from day to day, 
and may be authorized to compel the 
attendance of absent members, in such 
manner, and under such penalties as 
each house may provide. 

2. Each house may determine the 
rules of its proceedings, punish its 
members for disorderly behavior, and 
with the concurrence of two-thirds, 
expel a member. 

3. Each house shall keep a journal of 
its proceedings, and from time to time 
publish . the same, excepting such 
parts as may In their judgment re- 
quire secrecy; and the yeas and nays 
of the members of either nouse on any 
question shall, at the desire of one- 
fiifth of those present, be entered on 
the journal. 

4. Neither house, during the session 
of Congress, shall, without the consent 
of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than 
that in which the two houses shall be 
sitting. 

Sec. VI. — 1. The senators and repre- 
sentatives shall receive a compensa- 
tion for their services, to be ascer- 
tained by law, and paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States. They 
shall in all cases, except treason, fel- 
ony, and breach of the peace, be priv- 
ileged from arrest during their attend- 
ance at the session of their respective 
houses, and going to and returning 
from the same; and for any speech or 
debate in either house, they shall not 
be questioned in any other place. 

2. No senator or representative shall, 
during the time for which he was 
elected, be appointed to any civil office 
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under the authority of the United 
States, which shall have been created, 
or the emoluments whereof shall have 
been increased during such time; and 
no person holding any office under the 
United States, shall be a member of 
eitheiT house during his continuance in 
office. 

Sec. Vn.— 1. All bills for raising rev- 
enue shall origi^ate in the House of 
Representatives; but the Senate may 
propose or concur with amendments 
as on other bills. 

2. Every bill which shall have passed 
the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, shall, before it become a law, 
be presented to the President of the 
United States; if he ap(prove he shall 
sign it; but if not he shall return it, 
with his objections, to that house in 
which it shall have originated, who 
shall enter the objections at large on 
their journal, and proceed to recon- 
sider it. If after such reconsideration 
two-thirds of that house shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together 
with the objections, to the other house, 
by which it shall likewise be recon- 
sidered, and if approved by two-thirds 
of that house, it shall become a law. 
But in all such cases lAie votes of both 
houses shall be determined by yeas 
and nays, and the names of the per- 
sons voting for and against the bill 
shall be entered on the journal of 
each house respectively. If any bill 
shall not be returned by the President 
within ten days (Sundays excepted) 
after it shall have been presented to 
him, the same shall be a law, in like 
manner as if he had signed it, unless 
the • Congress by their adjournment 
prevent its return, in which case it 
shall not be a law. 

3. Every order, resolution, or vote 
to which the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives may 
be necessary (excef)t on a question of 
adjournment) shall be presented to 

I the President of the United States; 
and before the same shall take efteot, 

' shall be approved by him, or being 
disapproved by him, sihall be re-passed 
by two-thirds of the Senate and House 



of Representatives, according to the 
rules and limitations prescribed in the 
case of a bill. 

Sec. Vill.— The CJongress shall have 
power — 

1. To la;^ and collect taxes, duties. 
Imposts and excises, to pay the debts 
and provide for the common defense 
and general welfare of the United 
States; but all duties, imposts and ex- 
cises shall be uniform throughout the 
United States. 

2. To borrow money on the credit of 
the United States. 

3. To regulate commerce with for- 
eign nations, and among the several 
States, and with the Indian tribes. 

4. To establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization, and uniform laws on 
the subject of bankruptcies throughout 
the United States. 

5. To coin money, regulate the value 
thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix 
the standard of weights and measures. 

6. To provide for the punishment of 
counterfeiting the securities and cur- 
rent coin of the United States. 

7. To establish ];)Ostoffices and post 
roads. 

8. To promote the progress of sci- 
ence and useful arts, by securing for 
limited times to authors and inventors 
the exclusive right to their respective 
writings and discoveries. 

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to 
the Supreme Court. 

10. To define and punish piracies and 
felonies committed* on the high seas, 
and offenses against the law of na- 
tions. 

11. To declare war, grant letters of 
marque and reprisal, and make rules 
concerning captures on land and 
water. 

12. To raise and support armies, but 
no appropriation of money to that use 
shall be for a longer term than two 
years. 

13. To provide and maintain a navy. 

14. To make rules for the govern- 
ment and regulation of the land and 
naval forces. 

15. To provide for calling forth the 
militia to execute the laws of the 
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Union, suppress insurrections and re- 
pel invasions. 

16. To provide for organizing, arm- 
ing, and disciplining the militia, and 
for governing such part of them as 
may be employed in the service of the 
United States, reserving to the States 
respectively, the appointment of the 
officers, and the authority of training 
the militia according to the discipline 
prescribed by Congress. 

17. To exercise exclusive legislation 
in all cases whatsoever, over such dis- 
trict (not exceeding ten miles square) 
as may, by cession of particular States, 
and the acceptance of Congress, be- 
come the seat of the government of 
the United States, and to exercise like 
authority over all places purchased by 
the consent of the legislature of the 
State in which the same shall be, for 
the erection of forts, magazines, arse- 
nals, dock-yards, and other needful 
buildings; and • 

18. To make all laws which shall be 
necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution the foregoing powers, and 
other powers vested by this Constitu- 
tion in the government of the United 
States, or in any department or officer 
thereof. 

Sec. IX.— 1. The migration or impor- 
tation of such persons as any of the 
States now existing shall think proper 
to admit, shall not be prohibited by 
the Congress prior to the year one 
thousand, eight hundred and eight, but 
a tax or duty may be imposed on such 
importation, not exceeding ten dollars 
for each person. 

2. The privilege of the writ of ha- 
beas corpus shall not be suspended, 
unless when in cases of reoelllon or 
invasion the public safety may re- 
quire it. 

3. No bill of attainder or ex post 
facto law shall be passed. 

4. No capitation, or other direct, tax 
shall be laid, unless in proportion to 
the census or enumeration hereinbe- 
fore directed to be taken. 

5. No tax or duty shall be laid on 
articles exported from any State. 

6. No preference shall be given by 



any regulation of commerce or revenue 
to the ports of one State over those 
of another; nor shall vessels bound to, 
or from, one State, be obliged to enter, 
clear, or pay duties In another. 

7. No money shall be drawn from the 
treasury, but in consequence of appro- 
priations made by law; and a regular 
statement and account of the receipts 
and expenditures of all public money 
shall be published from time to time. 

8. No title of nobility shall be grant- 
ed by the United States; and no per- 
son holding any office of profit and 
trust under them, shall, without the 
consent of the Congress, accept any 
present, emolument, office, or title, of 
any kind whatever, from any king, 
prince, or foreign State. 

Sec. X.—l. No State shall enter into 
any treaty, alliance, or confederation; 
grant letters of marque and reprisal; 
coin money; emit bills of credit; make 
anything but gold and silver coin a 
tender in payment of debts; pass any 
bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or 
impairing the obligation of contracts, 
or grant any title of nobility. 

2. No State shall, without the con- 
sent of the Congress, lay any imposts 
or duties on imports or exports, except 
what may be absolutely necessary for 
executing its inspection law; and the 
net produce of all duties and Imposts, ' 
laid by any State on imports or ex- 
ports, shall be for the use of the Treas- 
ury of the United States; and all such 
laws shall be subject to the revision 
and control of the Congress. 

3. No State shall, without the con- 
sent of Congress, lay any duty of ton- 
nage, keep troops, or ships of war in 
time of peace, enter into any agree- 
ment or compact with another State, 
or with a foreign power, or engage in 
war, unless actually invaded, or in 
such imminent danger as will not ad- 
mit of delay. 

ARTICLE II. 

Section I.—l. The executive power 

shall be vested in a President of the 

United States of America. He shall 

hold his office during the term of four 
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years, and, together with the Vice- 
President, chosen for the same term, 
be elected as follows: 

2. Each State shall appoint, in such 
manner as the legislature thereof may 
direct, a number of electors, equal to 
the whole number of senators and rep- 
resentatives to which the State may 
be entitled in the Congress; but no 
senator or representative, or person 
holding an office of trust or profit un- 
der the United States, shall be ap- 
pointed an elector. 

3. The electors shall meet in their 
respective States, and vote by ballot 
for two persons, of whom one at least 
shall not be an inhabitant of the same 
State with themselves. And they shall 
make a list of all the persons voted 
for, and of the number of votes for 
each; which list they shall sign and 
certify, and transmit sealed to the 
seat of government of the United 
States, directed to the President of the 
Senate. The President of the Senate 
shall, in the presence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, open all 
the certificates, and the votes shall 
then be counted. The person having 
the greatest number of votes shall be 
the President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of elec- 
tors appointed; and if there be more 
than one who have such majority, and* 
have an equal number of votes, then 
the House of Representatives shall im- 
mediately choose by ballot one of 
them for President; and if no person 
shall have a majority, then from the 
five highest on the list the said House 
shall in like manner choose the Presi- 
dent. But in choosing the President 
the votes shall be taken by States, the 
representation from each State having 
one vote; a quorum for this purpose 
shall consist of a member or members 
from two-thirds of the States, and a 
majority . of all the States shall be 
necessary to a choice. In every case, 
after the choice of the President, the 
person having the greatest number of 
votes of the electors shall be the Vice- 
President. But if there should remain 
two or more who have equal votes, the 



Senate shall choose from them the 
Vice-President. 
Annulled. See Amendments, Article 

xn. 

4. The Congress may determine the 
time of choosing the electors, and the 
day on which they shall give their 
votes; which day shall be the same 
throughout the United States. 

5. No i>erson except a natural-born 
citizen, or a citizen of the United 
States, at the time of the adoption of 
this Constitution, shall be eligible to 
the office of President; neither shall 
any person be eligible to that office 
who shall not have attained to the 
age of thirty-five years, and been four- 
teen years a resident within the United 
States. 

6. In case of the removal of the Pres- 
ident from office, or of his death, resig- 
nation or inability to discharge the 
powers and duties of the said office, 
the same shall devolve upon the Vice- 
President, and the Congress may by 
law provide for the case of removal, 
death, resignation or inability, both of 
the President and Vice-President, de- 
claring what officer shall then act as 
President, and such officer shall act 
accordingly, until the disability be re- 
moved, or a President shall be elected. 

7. The President shall, at stated 
times, receive for his services, a com- 
pensation, which shall neither be in- 
creased nor diminished during the pe- 
riod for which he shall have been 
elected, and he shall not receive with- 
in that period any other emolument 
from the United States, or any of 
them. 

8. Before he enter on the execution 
of his office, he shall take the follow- 
ing oath or affirmation: 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will faithfully execute the office 
of President of the United States, and 
will to the best of my ability, pre- 
serve, protect and defend the Constitu- 
tion of the United States." 

Sec. II.— 1. The President shall be 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
and Navy of the United States, and of 
the militia of the several States, when 
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called into the actual service of the 
United States; he may require the 
opinion, in writing, of the principal 
officer in each of the executive depart- 
ments, upon any subject relating to 
the duties of their respective offices 
and he «hall have power to grant re- 
prieves and pardons for offenses 
against the United States except in 
cases of impeachment. 

2. He shall have power, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to make treaties, provided two-thirds 
of the Senate present concur; and he 
shall nominate, and by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall appoint ambassadors, and other 
public ministers and consuls, Judges 
of the Supreme Court, and all other 
officers of the United States, whose ap- 
pointments herein are not otherwise 
provided for, and which shall be es- 
tablished by law; but the Congress 
may by law vest the appointment of 
such inferior officers, as they may 
think proper, in the President alone, 
in the courts of law, or in the heads 
of departments. 

3. The President shall have power to 
fill up all vacancies that may happen 
during the recess of the Senate, by 
granting commissions which shall ex- 
pire at the end of their next session. 

Sec. III. — He shall from time to time 
give to the Congress information of 
the state of the Union, and recommend 
to their consideration such measures 
as he shall judge necessary and ex- 
pedient; he may, on extraordinary oc- 
casions, convene both houses, or either 
of them, and, in case of disagreement 
between them, with respect to the time 
of adjournment, he may adjourn them 
to such time as he shall think proper; 
he shall receive ambassadors and other 
public ministers; he shall take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed, 
and shall commission all the officers 
of the United States. 

Sec. IV.— The President, Vice-Pres- 
ident and all civil officers of the United 
States, shall be removed from office 
on impeachment for, and conviction 



of, treason, bribery, or other higbj 
crimes and misdemeanors. 



ARTICLE III. 



Section l.—The judicial power of fhe 
United States shall be vested in one. 
Supreme Court, and in such inferior 
courts as the Congress may from time 
to time ordain and establish. The 
judges, both of the Supreme and infe^ 
rlor courts, shall hold their offices dur- 
ing good behavior, and shall, at stated 
times, receive for their services, a 
compensation, which shall not be di- 
minished during their continuance in 
office. 

Sec. II. — 1. The judicial power shall 
extend to all cases, in law and equity, 
arising under this Constitution, the 
laws of the United States, and treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under 
their authority; to all ca^es affecting 
ambassadors, other public ministers 
and consuls; to all cases of admiralty 
and maritime jurisdiction; to contro- 
versies to which the United States 
shall be a party; to controversies be- 
tween two or more States; between a 
State and citizens of another State; 
between citizens of different .States; 
between citizens of the same State, 
claiming lands under grants of differ- 
ent States; and between a State, or the 
citizens thereof, and foreign States, 
citizens or subjects. 

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, 
other public ministers and consuls, 
and those in which a State shall be 
party, the Supreme Court shall have 
original jurisdiction. In all the other 
cases before mentioned, the Supreme 
Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, 
both as to law antt fact, with such ex- 
ceptions, and under such regulations 
as the Congress shall make. 

3. The trial of all crimes, except in 
cases of impeachment, shall be by 
jury; and such trial shall be held in 
the State where the said crimes shall 
have been committed; but when not 
committed within any State, the trial 
shall be at such place or places as l 
the Congress may by law hay« dl- ' 
rected. 
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Sec. III. — 1. Treason against the 
United States, shall consist only in 
levying war against them, or in ad- 
hering to their enemies, giving them 
aid and comfort. No person shall be 
convicted of treason unless on the tes- 
timony of two witnesses to the same 
overt act, or on confession in open 
court. 

2. Th^ Congress shall have power to 
declare the punishment of treason, but 
no attainder of treason shall work cor- 
ruption of blood, or forfeiture except 
during the life o(f the person attained. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Section I.—Full faith and credit shall 
be given in each State to the public 
acts, records and judicial proceedings 
of every other State. And the Con- 
gress may by general laws prescribe 
the manner in which such acts, rec- 
ords and proceedings shall be proved, 
and the effect thereof. 

Sec. II. — 1. The citizens of each State 
shall be entitled to all privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several 
States. 

2. A person charged in any State 
with treason, felony, or other crime, 
who shall flee from Justice, and be 
found in another State, shall on de- 
mand of the executive authority of the 
State from which he fled, be delivered 
up to be removed to the State having 
jurisdiction of the crime. 

3. No person held to service or la- 
bor in one State, under the laws there- 
of, escaping Into another, shall, in 
consequence of any law or regulation 
therein, be discharged from such serv- 
ice or labor, but shall be delivered up 
on claim of the party to whom such 
service or labor may be due. 

Sec. III. — I. New States may be ad- 
mitted by the Congress into this 
Union; but no new State shall be 
formed or erected within the jurisdic- 
tion of any other State; nor any State 
be formed by the junction of two or 
more States, or parts of States, with- 
out the consent of the legislatures of 
the States concerned as well as of 
the Congress. 



2. The Congress shall have power to 
dispose of and make all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the terri- 
tory or other property belonging to 
the United States; and nothing in this 
Constitution shall be so construed as 
to prejudice any claims of the United 
States, or any particular State. 

Sec. IV.— The United States shall 
guarantee to every State in this Union 
a republican form of government, and 
shall protect each of them against in- 
vasion; and, on application of the leg- 
islature, or of the executive (when 
the legislature cannot be convened) 
against domestic violence. 

ARTICLE V. 
The Congress, whenever two-thirds 
of both houses shall deem it necessary, 
shall propose amendments to this Con- 
stitution, or, on the application of the 
legislatures of two-thirds of the sev- 
eral States, shall call a convention for 
proposing amendments, which, in 
either case, shall be valid to all in- 
tents and purposes, as part of this 
Constitution, when ratified by the leg- 
islatures of three-fourths of the sev- 
eral States, or by conventions in three- 
fourths thereof, as the one or the other, 
mode of ratification may be proposed 
by the Congress; provided that no 
amendment which may be made prior 
to the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eight shall in any manner 
affect the first and fourth clauses in 
the ninth section of the first article; 
and that no State, without its consent, 
shall be deprived of its equal suffrage 
in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI. 

1. All debts contracted and engage- 
ments entered into, before the adop- 
tion of this Constitution, shall be as 
valid against the United States un- 
der this Constitution, as under the 
Confederation. 

2. This Constitution, and the laws of 
the United States which shall be made 
in pursuance thereof; and all treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under 
the authority of the United States, 
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shall be the supreme law of the land; 
and the Judges in every State shall -be 
bound thereby, any thing in the Con- 
stitution or laws of any State to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

3. The senators and representatives 
before mentioned, and the members of 
the several State legislatures, and all 
executive and judicial officers, both of 
the United States and of the several 
States, shall be bound by oath or af- 
firmation, to support the Constitution; 
but no religious test shall ever be re- 
quired as a qualification to any office 
or public trust under the United States. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The ratification of the conventions of 
nine States shall be sufficient for the 
establishment of this Constitution be- 
tween the States so ratifying the 
same. 

Done in convention by the unani- 
mous consent of the States present the 
seventeenth day of September in the 
year of our L#ord one thousand, seven 
hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of 
America the twelfth. In witness 
whereof, we have hereunto subacrlbed 
our names. 

(Signed by Geo. Washington, Presi- 
dent, and by Members of the Conven- 
tion.) 

The Constitution was adopted by the 
Convention on the 17th of September, 
1787, appointed in pursuance of the 
Resolution of the Confederation of the 
21st of February, 1787, and ratified by 
the Conventions of the several States, 
as follows: 

Delaware, December 7th, 1787, unani- 
mously. 

Pennsylvania, December 12, 1787, 
by a vote oif 46 to 23. 

New Jersey, December 18th, 1787, 
unanimously. 

Georgia, January 2d, 1788, unani- 
mously. 

Connecticut, January 9th, 1788, by a 
vote of 128 to 40. 

Massachusetts, February 6th, 1788, by 
a vote of 187 to 168. 



Maryland, April 28th, 1788, by a vote^ 
of 63 to 12. • 

South Carolina, May 23d, 1788, by a 
vote of 149 to 73. 

New Hampshire, June 21st, 1788, by 
a vote of 57 to 47. ' 

Virginia, June 25th, 1788, by a vote 
of 89 to 79. 

New York, July 26th, 1788, by a vote 
of 30 to 25. 

North Carolina, November 21st, 1788. 
by a vote of 193 to 75. 

Rhode Island, May 29th, 1790, by a 
majority of 2. 

Vermont, January 10th, 1791, by a 
vote of 105 to 4. 

Declared ratified by resolution of the 
Congress, September 13th, 1788. 

The first Congress under its provi- 
sions was to have met in New York, 
March 4th, 1789, but on that day no 
quorum was present in either House. 
The House .of Representatives organ- 
ized on the 1st of April and the Senate 
Sftcured a quorum on the 6th of April, 
1789. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITU- 
TION. 

•ARTICLE I. 

Congress shall make no law respect- 
ing an establishment oif religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech or 
of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of griev- 
ances. 

ARTICLE IL 

A well-regulated militia being neces- 
sary to the security of a free state, the 
right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 

ARTICLE III. 

No soldier shall, in time of peace, b» 
quartered in any house, without the 
consent of the owner, nor in time of 
war, but in a manner to be described 
by law. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

The right of the people to be secure 
in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated, and 
no warrants shall issue but upon prob- 
able cause, supported by oath or af- 
firmation, and particularly describing 
the place to be searched, and the per- 
sons or things to be seized. ^ 

ARTICLE V. . 

No person shall be held to answer 
for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or in- 
dictment of a grand jury, except in 
cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, on in the militia, when in actu- 
al service in time of war or public dan- 
ger; nor shall any person be subject 
for the same offense to be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall 
be compelled in any criminal case to 
be a witness against himself; nor be 
deprived of life, liberty or property, 
without due process of law; nor shall 
private property be taken for public 
use without just compensation. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the ac- 
cused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by a impartial jury 
of the State and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been pre- 
viously ascertained by law, and to be 
informed of the nature and cause of 
the accusations; to be confronted with 
the witnesses against him; to have 
compulsory process for obtaining wit- 
nesses In his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defense. 

ARTICLE VII. 

In suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twen- 
ty dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved, and no fact tried by 
a jury shall be otherwise re-examined 
in any court of the United States, 
than according to the rules of the com- 
mon law. 



ARTICLE VIII. 
Excessive bail shall not be required, 
nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted. 

ARTICLE IX. 
The enumeration in the Constitution 
of certain rights, shall not be con- 
strued to deny or disparage others re- 
tained by the people. 

ARTICLE X. 
The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are re- 
served to the States respectively, or to 
the people. 

ARTICLE XL 

(Proposed by Congress March 5th, 
1794, and declared in force January 8, 
1798.) 

The judicial power of the United 
States shall not be construed to extend 
to any suit in law or equity, com- 
menced or prosecuted against one of 
the United States by citizens of anoth- 
er State or by citizens or subjects of 
any foreign state. 

ARTICLE XIL 

(Proposed December 12th, 1803, in 
the first session of the Eighth Con- 
gress, and declared in force September 
25th. 1804.) 

The electors shall meet in their re- 
spective States, and vote by ballot for 
President and Vice President, one of 
whom, at least, shall not be an inhabi- 
tant of the same State with them- 
selves; they shall name in their bal- 
lots the person voted for as President, 
and in distinct ballots the person 
voted for as Vice President, and they 
shall make distinct lists of all persons 
voted for as President, and of all per- 
sons voted for as Vice President, and 
of the number of votes for each, which 
lists they shall sign and certify, and 
transmit sealed to the seat of the gov- 
ernment of the United States, directed 
to the President of the Senate;— The 
President of the Senate shall, in the 
presence of the Senate and House of 
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Reprefientatives, open all the certifi- 
cates and the votes shall then be 
counted; — the person having the great- 
est uumber of votes for President, 
shall be President, if such number be 
a majority of the whole number of 
electors appointed; and if no person 
have such majority, then from the per- 
sons having the highest numbers not 
exceeding three on the list of those 
voted for as President, the House of 
Representatives shall choose immedi- 
ately, by ballot, the President. But 
in choosing the President, the votes 
shall be taken by States, the repre- 
sentation from each State having one 
vote; a quorum for this purpose shall 
consist of a member or members from 
two-thirds of the States, and a major- 
ity of all the States shall be necessary 
to a choice. And if the House of Rep- 
resentatives shall not choose a Presi- 
dent whenever the right of choice shall 
devolve upon them, before the fourth* 
day of March next following, then the 
Vice President shall act as President, 
as in the case of the death or other 
constitutional disability of the Presi- 
dent. The person having the greatest 
number of votes as Vice President, 
shall be the Vice President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole 
number of electors appointed, and if no 
person have a majority, then from the 
two highest members on the list the 
Senate shall choose the Vice Presi- 
dent; a quorum for the purpose shall 
consist of two-thirds of the whole num- 
ber of senators, and a majority of 
the whole number shall be necessary 
to a choice. But no person constitu- 
tionally ineligible to the' office of Presi- 
dent shall be eligible to that of Vice- 
President of the United States. 

ARTICLE Xni. 

(Proposed by Congress February 1st, 
1865, and declared in force December 
18th, 1865. 

Ratified by Arkansas, California, 
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mich- 
igan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nevada, 



New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Vir- 
ginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin — 
32 States out of 36. Ratified condi- 
tionally by Alabama and Mississippi. 
Rejected by Delaware and Kentucky — 
2. Not acted upon by Texas.) 

Section 1. Neither slavery nor invol- 
untary servitude, except as a punish- 
ment for crime whereof the party shall 
have be^n duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction. 

Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to 
enforce this Article by appropriate leg- 
islation. 

ARTICLE XIV. 
- (Proposed^ by Congress June 16th. 
1866, and declared in force July, 1868. 

Ratified by Alabama, Arkansas, Con- 
necticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, In- 
diana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, jMinnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Ne- 
vada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Ore- 
gon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas. 
Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia and 
Wisconsin— 33 States out of 37. 

Of the above, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Texas and 
Virginia (9) first rejected the amend- 
ment, but finally ratified it. New Jer- 
sey and Ohio (2) rescinded their ratifi- 
cation. 

Rejected by Delaware, Kentucky and 
Maryland — 3. 

No final action was taken by Cali- 
fornia — 1.) 

Section 1. All persons born or natur- 
alized in the United States, and sub- 
ject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citi- 
zens of the United States, and of the 
State wherein they reside. No State 
shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immuni- 
ties of citizens of the United States; ! 
nor shall any State deprive any person j 
of life, liberty, or property, without 
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due process of law; nor deny to any 
person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws. 

Sec. 2. Representatives shall be ap- 
portioned among the several States ac- 
cording to their respective numbers, 
counting the whole number of persons 
in each State, excluding Indians not 
taxed. But when the right to vote at 
any election for the choice of electors 
for President and Vice President of the 
United States, representatives in Con- 
gress, the executive and judicial offi- 
cers of a State, or the memDers of the 
legislature thereof, is denied to any of 
of the male inhabitants of such State, 
being twenty-one years of age, and citi- 
zens of the United States, or in any 
way abridged, except for participation 
in rebellion, or other crime, the basis 
of representation therein shall be re- 
duced in the proportion which the 
number of such male citizens shall 
bear to the whole number of male citi- 
ens twenty-one^years of age in such 
State. 

Sec. 3. No person shall be a senator 
or representative in Congress, or elec- 
tor of President and Vice President, or 
hold any office civil or military, under 
the United States, or under any State, 
who, having previously taken an oath 
as a member of Congress, or as an offi- 
cer of the United States, or as a mem- 
ber of any State legislature, or as an 
executive or judicial officer of any 
State, to support the Constitution of 
the United States, shall have engaged 
in insurrection or rebellion against the 
same, or given aid or comfort to the 
enemies thereof. But Congress may, 
by a two-thirds vote of each house re- 
move such disability. 

Sec. 4. The validity of the public 
debt of the United States, authorized 
by law, including debts incurred for 



payment of pensions and bounties for 
services in suppressing insurrection or 
rebellion, shall not be questioned. (But 
neither the United States nor any State 
shall assume or pay any debt or obliga- 
tion incurred in aid of insurrection or 
rebellion against the United States, or 
any claim for the loss or emancipation 
of any slaves; but all such debts, obli- 
gations and claims shall be held illegal 
and void. 

Sec. 5. The Congress shall have 
power to enforce, by appropriate legis- 
lation the provisions of this Article. 

ARTICLE XV. 

(Proposed by Congress February 
26th, 1869, and declared in force March 
30th, 1870. 

Ratified by Alabama, Arkansas, Con- 
necticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, In- 
diana, Iowa, Kansas, Liouisiana, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Ne- 
vada. New Hampshire, New York, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas, 
Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, and 
Wisconsin — 30 states out of 37. 

Of the above, Georgia and Ohio at 
first rejected but finally ratified. New 
York rescinded its ratification. 

Rejected by California, Delaware, 
Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, and 
Oregon— -6. 

No final action was taKen by Ten- 
nessee — 1.) 

Section 1. The right of citizens of 
the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of 
race, color or previous condition of ser- 
vitude. 

Sec. 2. The Congress shall have 
power to enforce this article by appro- 
priate legislation. 
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On November 15, 1777, the year fol- 
lowing the issue of the ''Declaration of 
Independence/' a ccoigress of delegates 
assembled in Philadelphia and adopted 
"Articles of Confederation and Per- 
petual Union," declaring that: "The 
style of this confederation shall be 
'The United States of America.' " 

This action was fully ratified and 
confirmed by the Congress assembled 
July 9, 1778, and these articles of con- 
federation were the fundamental law 
until the adoption of the Constitution 
nearly ten yeaj-s later, which provided 
that all debts contracted and engage- 
ments entered into before adoption of 
the Constitution were as valid against 
the United States under the Constitu- 
tion as under the confederation. Un- 
der the Articles of Confederation, 
power was vested in Congress but 
there was no provision for a chief ex- 
ecutive nor Senate. 

FIRST PRESIDENTIAL TERM. 

The flirst election of President of the 
United States occurred on Jan. 7, 1789. 

Ten states participated in the elec- 
tion and 69 presidential electors were 
chosen. 

Of the original thirteen states New 
York had not adopted the required 
election laws, while North Carolina 
and Rhode Island had not yet ratified 
the Constitution. 

George Washington of Virginia was 
the unanimous choice for President, 
and for Vice-President John Adams of 
Massachusetts was elected, receiving 
34 votes. 

Other votes for Vice-President were 



as follows: John Jay of New York, 9; 
R. H. Harrison of Maryland, 6; Jno. 
Rutledge of South Carolina, G; John 
Hancock of Massachusetts, 4; George 
Clinton of New York, 3; Samuel Hunt- 
ington of Connecticut, 2; John Milton 
of Georgia, 2; James Armstrong of 
Georgia, 1; Edward Telfair of Georgia. 
1; Benjamin Lincoln of Massachu- 
setts, 1. 

Washington was inaugurated on 
April 30, 1789. 

The President's cabinet, as at first 
created, consisted of only three Secre- 
taries: Secretary of State, Thomas 
Jefferson of Virginia; Secretary of 
Treasury, Alex. Hamilton of New 
York; Secretary of War and Navy. 
Edmund Randolph of Virginia. 

During Washington's first term party 
division began to exist. Hamdlton and 
Vice-President Adams were the ac- 
knowledged leaders of the "Federal- 
ists," while the opposition, under the 
leadership of Jefferson and R&ndplph, 
were called at times "Democrats," 
"Anti-Federalists," and "Republicans," 
which latter name was adopted, 
though no party convention was held 
nor platform made. 

WASHINGTON'S SECOND TERM. 

In 1792 fifteen states voted and 132 
electors were chosen. 

The" entire vote was again cast for 
George Washington's re-election and 
John Adams was re-elected Vice-Presi- 
dent, receiving 77 votes. 

Other votes for Vice-President were 
as follows: George Clinton of New 
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York, 50; Thomas Jefferson of Vir- 
ginia, 4; Aaron Burr of New York, 1. 

Edmund Randolph of Virginia was 
appointed Secretary of State, but in 
December, 1795, was succeeded by Tim- 
othy Pickering of Massachusetts. 

Secretary of Treasury Alex. Hamil- 
ton of New York succeeded by Oliver 
Wolcott of Connecticut. 

Secretary of War and Navy, Henry 
Knox until January, 1795, when Tim- 
othy Pickering of Massachusetts was 
appointed and held the position until 
transferred to the state department in 
December of the same year, James Mc- 
Henry taking the place in the war de- 
partment. 

Attorney-General, William Bradford 
of Virginia, succeeded by Charles Eee 
of the same state. 

ELECTION OP 1796. 

The opposition to the Federalists had 
developed much strength and was led 
by Thomas Jefferson, while John 
Adams, who had foor two terms held 
the oflBce of Vice-President, was the 
leader of the party in power. There 
were no nominating conventions held, 
however, nor platforms adopted, 
though party lines were being clearly 
drawn. 

The Federalist strength in Congress 
was breaking and with the retirement 
of Washington it was evident that 
there was no one on whom the entire 
vote could concentrate for President. 

Under the Constitution as originally 
adopted- it was provided that electors 
chosen to vote for President and Vice- 
President, should each vote for two 
persons, no designation being made as 
between the two positions, but the one 
receiving the highest number of votes 
was elected President and the next 
highest was elected Vice-President. In 
the two prior elections a unanimous 
vote had been given General Wash- 
ington, while the second place only, 
had been a matter of. contest. In the 
election of 1796, the first position be- 
ing a matter of contention led to the 
election of the opposing presidential 
candidates to the two positions. 



On Dec. 12, 1803, an amendment to 
the Constitution was proposed, and de- 
clared in force Sept, 25, 1804, which' 
provided that presidential electors 
should name in their ballots the per- 
son voted for as President and in dis- 
tinct ballots the person voted for as 
Vice-President. 

In 1796 there were 138 electors and 
each voted for two candidates, mak- 
ing a total vote of 276 divided as fol- 
lows: Federalists: John Adams, of 
Massachusetts, 71; Thos. Pinckney of 
South Carolina, 59; Oliver Elsworth of 
Connecticut, 11; John Jay of New 
York, 5; James Iredell of North Caro- 
lina, 3; George Washington, 2; John 
Henry of Maryland, 2; S. Johnson of 
South Carolina, 2; C. C. Pinckney of 
South Carolina, 1. Anti-Federalists: 
Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, 68; 
Aaron Burr of New York, 30; Samuel 
Adams of Massachusetts, 15; George 
Clinton of New York, 7. 

The electoral vote was counted on 
Feb. 8, 1797, and the result announced: 
John Adams, President; Thomas Jef- 
ferson, Vice-President Cabinet offi- 
cers from the former administration 
were retained. 

In 1798 the navy department was es- 
tablished as a cabinet position and 
Benjamin Stoddard of Maryland ap- 
pointed Secretary of the Navy. 

John Marshall of Virginia, who had 
become leader of the Federalists in 
Congress, was Secretary of State dur- 
ing the closing months of the Adams* 
administration. Samuel Dexter of 
Massachusetts was Secretary of the 
Treasury at the same period. 

During this administration the 
growth of publixJ sentiment in opposi- 
tion to the Federalists was marked, 
and while party lines had not assumed 
definite shape, Jefferson, the acknowl- 
edged leader, had decided on "Repub- 
lican" as the party name and Congress 
was becoming Anti-Federalist. 

The Kentucky Legislature on Nov. 
10, 1798, passed a series of resolutions 
setting forth the idea of state suprem- 
acy, In matters not especially dele- 
gated to the general government and 
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condemning certain acts of Congress 
whicU it was claimed interfered with 
the authority of the states and was a 
usurpation of federal authority. Dur- 
ing the following month the Virginia 
Legislature passed resolutions of sim- 
ilar purport which attracted general 
attention, and was condemned by 
seven state legislatures which took of- 
ficial notice of them. The *'Alien and 
Sedition" laws to which reference is 
made were extremely unpopular with 
the people and caused very general 
criticism of the administration and led 
to the downfall of the Federalists. 

The "Alien" law authorized the Pres- 
ident to expel from the country any 
foreigners whom he might consider 
dangerous to the United States. 

The "Sedition" law subjected to pun- 
ishment by fine and imprisonment any 
one convicted of spiking, writing, or 
publishing anything false or malicious 
against the President or Congress. 

Kentucky and Virginia, in asserting 
opposition to these laws, laid the foun- 
dation for a "States Rights" doctrine 
which was asserted much more vigor- 
ously at a later period. 

While in no sense a political parly 
platform, yet the resolutions adopted 
by the Virginia Legislature had much 
to do in bringing about the political 
revolution of the time. 

THE VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, That the General Assem- 
bly of Virginia doth unequivocally ex- 
press a firm resolution to maintain and 
defend the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Constitution of this 
state, against every aggression either 
foreign or domestic, and that they will 
support the Government of the United 
States in all measures warranted by 
the former. 

That this Assembly most solemnly 
■declares a warm attachment to the 
Union of the States, to maintain which 
it pledges its powers; and, that for 
this end, it is their duty to watch 
over and oppose every infraction of 
those principles which constitute the 
only baais of that Union, because a 



faithful observance of them can aloncj 
secure its existence and the public hap >• 
piness. 

That this Assembly doth explicitly 
and peremptorily declare, that it views 
the powers of the Federal Government, 
as resulting from the compact to which 
the states are parties, as limited by the 
plain sense and intention of the in- 
strument cons>tituting that compact, as 
no farther valid than they are author- 
ized by the grants enumerated in that 
compact; and that in case of a delib- 
erate, palpable, and dangerous exercise 
of other powers, not granted by said 
compact, the states, who are parties 
thereto, have the right, and are in -duty 
bound, to interpose, for arresting the 
progress of the evil, and for maintain- 
ing within their o-espective limits the 
authorities, rights, and liberties ap- 
pertaining to them. 

That the General Assembly doth also 
express its deep regret, that a spirit 
has, in sundry instances, been mani- 
fested by the Federal Government, to 
enlarge its powers by forced construc- 
tions of the Constitutional Charter 
which defines them; and, that indica- 
tions have appeared of a design to ex- 
pound certain general phrases (which, 
having been copied from the very lim- 
ited grant of powers in the former 
Articles of Confederation, were the 
less liable to be misconstrued) so as to 
destroy the meaning and effect of the 
particular enumeration which neces- 
sarily explains, and limits the^general 
phases, so as to consolidate the states 
by degrees into one sovereignty, the 
obvious tendency and inevitable result 
of which would be, to transform the 
present republican system of the 
United States into an absolute, or at 
best, a mixed monarchy. 

That the General Assembly doth par- 
ticularly protest against the palpable 
and alarming infractions of the Con- 
stitution, in the two late cases of the 
"Alien and Sedition Acts," passed at 
the last session of Congress; the first 
of which exercises a power nowhere 
delegated to the Federal Government, 
and which, by uniting legislative and 
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Judicial powers to those of executive, 
subverts the general principles of free 
government, as well as particular or- 
ganization and positive provisions of 
the Federal Constitution; and the oth- 
er of which acts exercises, in like 
manner, a power not delegated by the 
Constitution, l?ut on the contrary, ex- 
pressly and positively forbidden by one 
of the amendments thereto; a power 
which, more than any other, ought to 
produce universal alarm, because it is 
levelled against the tight of freely ex- 
amining public characters and meas- 
ure/, and of free communication among 
the people ' thereon, which has ever 
been justly deemed the only effectual 
guardian of every other right. 

That this state having by its con- 
vention, which ratified the Federal 
Constitution, expressly declared, that 
among other essential rights, "the lib- 
erty of conscience and the press can- 
not be cancelled, atfridged, restrained, 
or modified by any authority of the 
United States,'* and from its extreme 
anxiety tp guard, these rights from 
every possible attack of sophistry and 
ambition, having, with other states rec- 
ommended an amendment for that 
purpose, which amendment was, in due 
time, annexed to the Constitution, it 
would mark a reproachful inconsist- 
ency, and criminal degeneracy, if an 
indifference were now shown to the 
most palpable violation of one of the 
rights, thus declared and secured; and 
to the establishment of a precedent 
which may be fatal to the other. 

That the good people of this com- 
monwealth, having ever felt and con- 
tinuing to feel the most sincere affec- 
tion for their brethren of the other 
states ; the truest anxiety for establish- 
ing and perpetuating the Union of all; 
and the most scrupulous fidelity to 
that Constitution, which is the pledge 
of mutual friendship, and the instru- 
ment of mutual happiness; the Gen- 
en§j:al Assembly doth solemnly appeal 
to the like disposition in the other 
states, in confidence that they will 
concur with this commonwealth, in de- 
claring, as it does hereby declare, that 



the acts aforesaid are unconstitutional 
and that the necessary and proper 
measures will be taken by each for 
co-operating with this state, in main- 
taining unimpaired the authorities, 
rights and liberties, reserved to the 
states respectively, or to the people. 

That the governor be desired to 
transmit a copy of the foregoing reso- 
lutions to the executive authority of 
each of the other stated with a 
request that the same . may be com- 
municated to the legislature thereof; 
and that a coipy be furnished to each 
of the Senators and Representatives 
representing this state in the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

Attest, JOHN STEWART. 

1798, December 24th. Agreed to by 
the Senate. H. BROOKS. • 

A true copy from the original de- 
posited in the ofllce of the General 
Assembly. 

:rOHN STEWART, 
Keeper of Rolls. 

The Virginia resolutions were drawn 
by James Madison, the intimate, life 
long friend of Thomas Jefferson. 

Seven state legislatures indorsed the 
general government in the construc- 
tion placed on the Constitution and 
denounced the sentiments expressed 
in the resolutions which^ however, 
were rapidly receiving the support of 
the people. 

The legislature of Vermont rejected 
the Virginia Resolutions as being**un- 
constitutional in their nature and dan- 
gerous in their tendency." 

The General Assembly of Connecti- 
cut upheld the "Alien and Sedition 
Acts," urged that they were author- 
ized by the Constitution and were 
laws "which the exigency of the coun- 
try rendered necessarjr." 

Delaware regarded the resolutions as 
"unjustifiable interference with the 
General Government and constituted 
authorities of the United States." 

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
York and New Hampshire maintained 
a similar position. 
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ELECTION OF 1800. 

The Republicans at a meeting in 
Philadelphia adopted a platform and 
named their candidates: For Presi- 
dent, Thomas Jefferson of Virginia; 
for Vice-President, Aaron 3urr of New 
York. 

The Federalists renominated John 
Adams of Massachusetts, with C. C. 
Pinckney of South Carolina for Vice- 
President, and made no platform. The 
electoral vote was: Jefferson 73, Burr 
73, Adams 65, Pinckney 64, John Jay 
1. The vote was counted Feb. 11, 1801. 
Jefferson and Burr having received an 
equal number of votes, the ^ouse pro- 
ceeded to ballot for President, and it 
was not until Feb. 17 and on the 36th 
ballot that Jefferson was chosen Presi- 
dent and Burr Vice-President. 

Jefferson's Cabinet— Secretary of 
State, James Madison of Virginia; Sec- 
retary of Treasury, Albert Gallatin of 
Pennsylvania, Secretary of War, 
Henry Dearborn of Massachusetts; 
Secretary of the Navy, Robert Smith 
of Maryland, succeeded by Jacob 
Crowninshield of Massachusetts K At- 
torney-General, Levi Lincoln of Massa- 
chusetts, succeeded by Robert Smith. 

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1800. 

1. An Inviolable preservation of the 
Federal Constitution, according to the 
true sense in which it was adopted by 
the states, that in which it was ad- 
vocated by its friends, and not that 
which its enemies apprehended, who, 
therefore, became its enemies. 

2. Opposition to monarchizing its fea- 
tures by the forms of its administra- 
tion, with a view to conciliate a trans- 
ition, first, to a President and Senate 
for life; and secondly, to an hereditary 
tenure of those oflices, and thus to 
worm out the elective principle. 

3. Preservation to the states of the 
powers not yielded by them to the 
Union, and to the Legislature of the 
Union its constitutional share in divi- 
sion of powers; and resistance, there- 
fore, to existing movements for trans- 
ferring all the powers of the state to 



the General Government, and all ^y 
those of that Government to the exe f 
utive branch. 

4. A rigorously frugal administra- 
tion of the Government, and the appli- 
cation of all the possible savings of the 
public revenue to the liquidation of the 
public debt; and resistance, therefore, 
to all measures looking to a multipli- 
cation of officers an& salaries, merelr 
to create partisans and to augment the 
public debt, on the principle of its 
being a public blessing. 

5. Reliance for internal defense 
solely upon the militia, till actual in- 
vasion, and for such a naval. force only 
as may be sufficient to protect our 
coasts and harbors from depredations, 
and opposition, therefore, to the policy 
of a standing army in time of peace 
which may overawe the public senti- 
ment, and to a navy, which, by its 
own expenses, and the wars into which 
it will implicate us, will grind us with 
public burdens and sink us under 
them. 

/ 6. Free commerce with all nations, 
political connection . with none, and 
little or no diplomatic establishment. 

7. Opposition to linking ourselves, 
by new treaties, with the quarrels of 
Europe, entering their fields of slaugh- 
ter to preserve their balance, or join- 
ing in the confederacy of kings to war 
against the principles of liberty. 

8. Freedom of religion, and opposl- 
tion to all maneuvers to bring about a 
legal ascendency of one sect against 
another. 

9. Freedom of speech and of the 
press, and opposition, therefore, to all 
violations of the Constitution, to si- 
lence, by force and not by reason, the 
complaints or criticisms, just or un- 
just, of our citizens against the con- 
duct of their public agents. 

10. Liberal naturalization laws, un- 
der which the well disposed of all na- 
tions who may desire to embark their 
fortunes with us and share with us. the 
public burdens, may have that oppor- 
tunity, under moderate restrictions, 
for the development of honest inten- 
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lion, and severe ones to guard against 
tlie usurpation of our flag. 

11. Encouragement of science and 
tlie arts in all their branches, to the 
end that the American people may- 
perfect their independence of all for- 
eign monopolies, institutions and in- 
fluences. 

FIFTH PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN. 

In 1804 no platforms were adopted 
and candidates were named by caucus 
of congressmen. 

There were 176 electoral votes, of 
which Thomas Jefferson for President 
and George Clinton for Vice-Presi- 
dent received 162, being the entire 
vote oi fifteen states, while only two 
states, Connecticut and Delaware, vo- 
ted for Charles C. Pinckney and Rufus 
King, the Federalist candidates, cast- 
ing 14 electoral voltes. 

No change was made in the Cabinet. 

During this administration a move- 
ment was made to adopt the name 
Democrat instead of Republican as the 
party name, and in many localities 
this was done though both names were 
used synonymously. 

It is believed that Jefferson had al- 
ways preferred the naone Democrat, 
but it having been used in derision by 
the Federalists and a charge of "mob 
rule" made in connection with the 
name, it was only after the party had 
become strong and in power, that 
the name was assumed which more 
perfectly represented a government by 
the people. 

ELECTION OF 1808. 

There were no party platforms nor 
conventions. 

The Democrats in congressional cau- 
cus nominated for President, James 
Madison, who had held me position 
of Secretary of State during the eight 
years of Jefferson's administration. 
Vice-President George Clinton was re- 
nominated. 

The Federalis^ts again plaiced in 
nomination the same candidates that 
were defeated four years before, C. 



C. Pinckney of South Carolina for 
President and Rufus King of New 
York for Vice-President. The electoral 
vote counted on Feb. 8, 1809, gave 
James Madison 122, C. C. Pinckney 
47, and George Clinton 6 for Presi- 
dent; George Clinton 113, Rufus King 
47, James Madison 3, John Langdon 9, 
and James Monroe 3 for Vice-Presi-. 
dent 

President Madison appointed James 
Monroe of Virginia Secretary of State, 
a position which he retained through 
this presidential term as well as the 
following; in fact, until he was him- 
self elected President in 1816. 

Albert Gallatin, Secretary of Treas- 
ury, and Charles A. Rodney of Dela- 
ware, Attorney-General, retained their 
positions in the cabinet of Jefferson's 
administration. William Eustis of 
Massachusetts was appointed Secre- 
tary of War and Paul Hamilton of 
South Carolina, Secretary of the Navy. 
Party lines were beginning to be more 
closely drawn and in the 12th Con- 
gress, 1811-1813, there were but 35 Fed- 
eralists int the House and only 3 in 
the Senate. Henry Clay of Kentucky 
was chosen Speaker of the House and 
although but 34 years of age at the 
time, was recognized as a rising states- 
man. War was declared against Eng- 
land on June 19« 1812. 

ELECTION OF 1812. 

The Democratic congressional cau- 
cus nominated James Madison for re- 
election, with Elbridge Gerry of New 
York as candidate for Vice-President. 
No platform. In 1812 the Federalists 
held a national convention in New 
York, the first ever held in the United 
States. DeWitt Clinton of New York 
was nominated for President and Jared 
Ingersoll of Pennsylvania for Vice- 
President. The resolutions adop'ted 
were known as the "Clintonian" plat- 
form. 

The election resulted In a rictory for 
Madison and Gerry, who rAeived 128 
eleatoral voltes, while Clinton and 
Ingersoll received 86. 

During Madison's second term Alex. 
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J: Dallas of Pennsylvania was given 
charge of .the treasury department, 
the former secretary, Albert Gallatin, 
going to Paris as United States Min- 
ister. 

During both the 13th and 14th Con- 
gress the Democrats were in full con- 
trol of both House and Senate. Henry 
Clay was Speaker of the House during 
the entire time. 

THE FEDERALIST PLATFORM. 

Adopted at New York Federalist 
convention and known as the "Clin- 
tonian" platform: 

1. Opposition to nominations of 
chief imaglstrates by congressional 
caucuses, as well because such prac- 
tices are the exercise of umdelegated 
authority, as of their repugnance to 
the freedom of elections. 

2. Opposition to all customs and 
usages in both the executive and legis- 
lative departments which have for 
their object the maintenance of an 
official regency to prescribe tenets of 
political faith, the line of conduct 
to be deemed fidelity or recreancy to 
republican principles, and to perpet- 
uate in themselves or families the 
offices of the Federal Government. 

3. Opposition to all these efforts on 
the part of the particular states to 
monopolize the principal offices of the 
Government as well because of their 
jCertiainty to destroy Ithe harmony 
which ought to prevail amongst all 
the constituent parts of the Union, 
as of their leanings toward a form 
of oligarchy entirely at variance with 
the theory of republican government; 
and, consequently, particular opposi- 
tion to continuing a citizen of Virginia 
in the executive office another term, 
unless she can show that she enjoys 
a corresponding monopoly of talents 
and patriotism, after she has been 
honored with the presidency for twen- 
ty out of twenty-four years of our 
constitutional existence, and when it 
is obvious that the practice has ar- 
rayed the agricultural against the com- 
mercial interests of the country. 

4. Opposition to continuing public 



men for long periods in offices of deli-' 
cate trust and weighty responsibility 
as the reward of public services, to 
the detriment of all or any particular 
interest in, or section of, the country; 
and, consequently to the continuance 
of Mr. Madison in an office which, 
in view of our pending difficulties 
with Great Britain, "requires an incum- 
bent of greater decision, energy and 
efficiency. 

5. Opposition to the lingering inad- 
equacy of preparations for the war 
with Great Britain now about to en- 
sue, and to the measure which al- 
lows uninterrupted trade with Spain 
and Portugal, -which, as it cannot be 
carried on under our fiag, gives to 
Great Britian the means of supply- 
ing her armies with provisions, of 
which they would otherwise be desti- 
tute, and thus affording aid and com- 
fort to our enemy. 

6. Averment of the existing neces- 
sity for placing the country in a con- 
dition for agressive action for the 
conquest of the British American 
Provinces and for the defense of our 
coasts and exposed frontiers; and of 
the propriety of such a levy of taxes 
as will raise the necessary funds for 
the emergency. 

7. Advocacy of the election of De 
Witt Clinton as the surest method of 
relieving the country from all the 
evils existing and prospective, for 
the reason that his great talents and 
inflexible patriotism guarantee a firm 
and unyielding maintenance of our na- 
tional sovereignty, and the protec- 
tion of those commercial interests 
which were fiagging under the weak- 
ness and imbecility of the administra- 
tion 



DECLINE OF THE FEDERALISTS. 

Under Madison's administration the 
Federalists of the United States largely- 
united with the Democrats, the war 
of 1812 engrossed the people's atten- 
tion and party lines were being badly 
shattered 

With the election of Jefferson in 18(10 
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*he difference between the parties had 
been practically wiped out, there be- 
ing no further reason for the party in 
power to denounce usurpations of au- 
thority and charge infraction of con- 
stitutional rights, nor reason for those 
out of power to urge a right to the 
exercise of greater authority by the ad- 
ministration. 

There was an element which de- 
nounced the war policy of the admin- 
istration and in December, 1814, during 
the second term of President Madison, 
the Federalists who opposed the war 
met in convention at Hartford, Conn., 
and adopted resolutions which served 
rather to promote the annihilation of 
the party. 

These resolutions, while not a party 
platform, ar-e of interest as a matter 
of party history. 

The Hartford convention was com- 
posed of the delegates from Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire and Vermont. The treaty 
of peace between . Great Britain and 
the United States by which our gov- 
ernment won the points contended 
for by the administration left the 
remnant of the Federalist organization 
with slight following, and their reso- 
lutions, passed so recently, only em- 
phasized in the minds of the people 
the wisdom of their opponents. 

HARTFORD RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, That it be and is hereby 
recommended to the legislatures of the 
several states represented in this con- 
vention, to adopt all such measures as 
may be necessary effectually to pro- 
tect the citizens of said states from 
the operation and effects of all acts 
which have been or may be passed 
by the Congress of the United States, 
which shall contain provisions subject- 
ing the militia or other citizens to 
forcible drafts, conscriptions, or im- 
pressments not authorized by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Resolved, that it be and is hereby 
recommended to the said legislatures, 
to authorize an immediate and an 
earnest application to be made to tie 



Government of the United States, re- 
questing their consent to some ar- 
rangement whereby the said states 
may, separately or in concert, be em- 
powered to assume upon themselves 
the defense of their territory against* 
the enemy, and a reasonable portion of 
the taxes collected within said states 
may be paid into the respective treas- 
uries thereof, and appropriated to the 
balance due said states, and to the fu- 
ture defense of the same. The amount 
so paid into said treasuries to be cred- 
ited, and the disbursements made as 
aforesaid, to be charged to the United 
States. 

Resolved, That is be and hereby is 
recommended to the legislatures of the 
aforesaid states, to pass laws where it 
has not already been done, authorizing 
the governors or commanders-in-chief 
of their militia to make detachments 
from the same state, or to form volun- 
tary corps, as shall be most conveni- 
ent and conformable to their Constitu- 
tions, and to cause the same to be 
well armed, equipped, and held in 
readiness for service, and upon request 
of the governor of either of the other 
states to employ the whole of such 
detachment or corps, as well as the 
regular forces of the state, or such 
part thereof as may be required, and 
can be spared consistently with the 
safety of the state, in assisting the 
state making such request to repel any 
invasion thereof which shall be made 
or attempted by the public enemy. 

Resolved, That the following amend- 
ments of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States be recommended to the 
states represented as aforesaid, to be 
proposed by them for adoption by the 
state legislatures, and in such cases 
as may be deemed expedient by a 
Constitution chosen by the people of 
each state. And it is further rec- 
ommended that the said states shall 
persevere in their efforts to obtain such 
amendments, until the same shall be 
effected. 

1. Representatives and direct taxes 
shall be apportioned among the sev- 
eral states which may be included 
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within this Union, according to their 
respective numbers of free persons, 
including those bound to serve for 
a term of years and excluding Indians 
not taxed, and all other persons. 

2. No new state shall be admitted 
into the Union by Congress, in virtue 
of the power granted in the Constitu- 
tion, without the concurrence of two- 
thirds of both houses. 

3. Congress shall not have power 
to lay an embargo on the ships or ves- 
sels of the citizens of the United States, 
in the ports or harbors thereof, for 
more than sixty days. 

4. Congress shall not have power 
without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of both houses, to interdict the com- 
mercial intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States and any foreign nation or 
the dependencies thereof. 

5. Congress shall not make nor de^ 
Clare war, nor authorize acts of hos- 
tility against any foreign nation, with- 
out the concurrence of two-thirds of 
both houses, except such acts of hos- 
tility be in defense of the territories 
of the United States when actually 
invaded. 

6. No person who shall hereafter 
be naturalized shall be eligible as a 
member of the Senate or House of 
Representatives of the United States, 
or capable of holding any civil office 
under the authority of the United 
States. 

7. The same person shall not be 
elected President of the United States 
a second time, nor shall the President 
be elected from the same state two 
terms in succession. 

Resolved, That if the application of 
these states to the Government of the 
United States, recommended in a fore- 
going resolution, should be unsuccess- 
ful, and peace should not be concluded, 
and the defense of these states should 
be neglected, as it has been since the 
commencement of the war, it will, in 
the opinion of this convention, be ex- 
pedient for the legislatures of the sev- 
eral states to appoint delegates to an- 
other convention, to meet in Boston, in 
^ate of Massachusetts, on the third 



Monday of June next, with such pow- 
ers and instructions as the exigency of 
a crises so momentous may require. 

Resolved, That the Honorable 
George Cabot, the Honorable Chaun- 
cey Goodrich, the Honorable Daniel 
Lyman, or any two of them, be author- 
ized to call another meeting of this 
convention, to be holden in Boston 
at any time before new delegates shiali 
be chosen as recommended in the 
above resolution, if in their judgment 
the situation of the country shall urg- 
ently require It 



ELECTION OF 1816. 

Candidates were named by congres- 
sional caucus. No platforms were 
adopted. 

The Federalists nominated Rufus 
King of New York for President, but 
made no nomination for Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

The Democrats — or Republicans as 
they were yet called to a great extent 
— nominated James Monroe of Vir- 
ginia for President ^nd Daniel D. 
Tompkins of New York for Vice- 
President. 

Nineteen states voted, choosing 221 
presidential electors. Monroe and 
Tompkins received 183 votes. Rufus 
King received 34 cast by the states of 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Dela- 
ware. 

Monroe's cabinet was composed as 
follows: Secretary of State, John 
Qulncy Adams of Massachusetts; Sec- 
retary of Treasury, Wm. H. Crawford 
of Georgia; Secretary of War, John C. 
Calhoun of South Carolina; Secretary 
of the Navy, Smith Thompson of New 
York; Attorney-General, Wm. Wirt of 
Virginia. 

During this presidential term there 
were but 6 Federalists in the Senate 
and never more than 22 in the House. 



ELECTION OF 1820. 
No candidates whatever were named 
nor platform adopted. 
Twenty-four states voted and 232 
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electoral votes were cast. Every state 
voted for the re-election of Monroe, 
who received 231 votes. One elector 
voted for John Q. Adams of Massa- 
chusetts. 

For re-election as Vice-President 
Tompkins received 218 electoral votes, 
Richard Stockton of New Jersey 8, 
Daniel Rodney of Delaware 4, Robert 
Harper of Maryland 1, Richard Rush 
of Pennsylvania 1. 

There was no change in the cabinet 
except that in 1823 Samuel L. South- 
ard of New Jersey was appointed Sec- 
retary of the Navy. 

During the administration of Presi- 
dent Monroe history records the initial 
moves toward a number of important 
political changes. 

^arly in his first term, within a 
month from his inauguration, a United 
States bank was chartered with an 
authorized capital of $35,000,000, in 
which the United States took paid up 
stock to the amount of $7,000,000, and 
this bank with its branches was made 
the ofQcial depository of public money. 
Subsequent events proved that when 
the government deposits were called 
for. and withdrawn the suspension of 
the bank ensued and the capital stock 
had been exhausted. 

Anti-slavery agitation reached a 
point of considerable importanice and 
organization was gradually spreading. 

In 1820 the admission of Missouri 
as a state was hotly contested and 
finally the act of admission was ac- 
companied with a provision that slav- 
ery should thereafter be forbidden in 
United States territory north of lati- 
tude 36, 30, this being the southern 
boundary of Missouri. This action of 
Congress was introduced by Henry 
Clay and is known as the "Missouri 
Compromise.** 

In 1818 slavery was abolished in 
Connecticut and during the same year 
the slave trade was declared by Con- 
gress to be piracy. 

The close of Monroe's second term 
made twenty-four years in succession 
without change of party in the execu- 
tive department. There had been three 



administrations of eight years each 
and the three Presidents who had been 
re-elected were all citizens of Vir- 
ginia. 

ELECTION OF 1824. 

The presidential contest in 1824 was 
devoid of political significance; no 
nominations were made nor platforms 
announced. Twenty-four states voted 
and 261 presidential electors were 
chosen. The electoral vote was divided 
as follows: For Presiaent — ^Andrew 
Jackson of Tennesee, 99; John Quincy 
Adams of Massachusetts, 84; William 
H. Crawford of Georgia, 41; Henry 
Clay of Kentucky, 37. 

The vote for Vice-President was: 
John C. Calhoun of South Carolina, 
182; Nathan Sanford of New York, 30; 
Nathaniel Mason of North Carolina, 
24; Andrew Jackson, 13; Martin Van 
Buren of New York, 2, and Henry 
Clay, 9. John C. Calhoun was de- 
clared elected Vice-President and the 
House of Representatives proceeded to 
vote by states for the election of Pres- 
ident with the result that Adams was 
elected on the first ballot, receiving 13 
states, Andrew Jackson 7 and Craw- 
ford -4. 

In the earlier elections presidential 
electors were usually chosen by the 
state legislatures, but at this time 
they were largely chosen by popular 
vote, which was divided as follows: 
Jackson 155,872, Adams 105,321, Craw- 
ford 44,282, Clay 46,587. 

John Quincy Adams* cabinet was: 
Secretary of State, Henry Clay of Ken- 
tucky; Secretary of Treasury, Richard 
Rush of Pennsylvania; Secretary of 
War, James Barbour of Virginia, suc- 
ceeded by Peter B. Porter of New York, 
May 26, 1828; Secretary of the Navy, 
Samuel L. Southard of New Jersey; 
Attorney-General, William Wirt of 
Virginia. 

During this administration the first 
railroad enterprise in the United 
States was projected, and in 1826 a 
charter was granted to the Mohawk 
and Hudson Company. The Baltimore 
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and Ohio Railroad was chartered in 
1827. 

Jiily 4, 1826, the fiftieth anniversary 
of American independence, was made 
specially memorable by the deaths of 
two eminent revolutionary patriots on 
that day, Thomas Jefferson, past 
, eighty-three years of age, and John 
Adams, almost ninety-one. The coin- 
cidences of their lives were strikingly 
completed by the coincidence of their 
passing away on the 4th of July, 1826. 
Both had been resolute and unyielding 
in their devotion to the cause of Amer- 
ican liberty. Both were members of 
the committee to draw up and submit 
to the Colonial Congress, the Declara- 
tion of Independence. Both were earn- 
est and fearless in their support of the 
measure. Both had been Ministers 
abroad, and both had filled the posi- 
tions of Vice-President and President 
of the United States. 

The policy of protecting home manu- 
facturers by a high tariff on imported 
articles became an absorbing topic in 
politics and on July 30, 1827, a meet- 
ing of manufacturers convened in Har- 
risburg, Pa., adopted resolutions and 
submitted to the country arguments 
which formed the base of action for 
political organization, and as such is 
of importance in defining the course 
and cause of political movements at 
that time. 

ARGUMENTS FOR PROTECTION. 

That the United States, having the 
raw material for the manufacture of 
any article in abundance, should be en- 
couraged to supply that material. That 
to import a material or an article 
from a foreign country, that xian be 
obtained at home, is a waste of time, 
money and labor, to the extent of the 
cost of transportation of such article 
or material. 

To place a high custom duty on ar- 
ticles coming from Abroad, making the 
article, which is thus protected, higher 
in price, is calculated to induce cap- 
italists from foreign lands to come to 
this country and invest tnelr money 
in the manufacture of that which will 



not be imported because of the high 
tariff. 

That the manufacturer, who tlius 
gets a large price for the article he 
makes, in consequence of lessened 
competition is enabled and does pay 
a correspondingly high price to his 
workmen. 

That workmen, receiving more for 
their labor because of shutting out the 
goods of foreign countries, are conse- 
quently better supplied with all those 
comforts and luxuries which pertain 
to a higher civilization.* 

That the money which is paid to 
workmen in our own country, be the 
price high or low, is kept at home, 
circulates in our midst and conse- 
quently makes money abundant and 
times good. 

That the higher price for goods, 
which results from protection, will in- 
vite capital into the country; the cap- 
italist will bring a higher order of 
mechanical talent with him to assist 
in his manufacturing than has been 
in the country before, the whole re- 
sulting in better citizenship. 

That the springing up of new in- 
dustries, the result of preventing goods 
coming in from abroad, tends not only 
to bring in new and better mechanfcs 
frojn other countries, but it causes a 
rapid settlement of the country, mak- 
ing a better' home market for the far- 
mer and the manufacturer. 

That if goods are allowed to come 
into the country comparatively free of 
duty, the result will be that the labor- 
ing classes of this country must work 
at the same price which is paid in 
Europe for like service. Thus if the 
Swiss watchmaker can hire help at 
one dollar a day and send his watch 
here free of tariff duty, the watch- 
maker in America, in order to com- 
pete with the Swiss watchmaker, can- 
not pay his workmen more than one 
dollar per day. 

That if a high protective duty Is 
placed on watches or other goods com- 
ing from foreign lands, the increased 
com^pensation to workmen will be in 



NATIONAL PLATFORMS Ji PARTIES. 



33 



proportion to the rate of tariff which 
is charged. 

That the protecting of young indus- 
tries in the beginning will result, 
through the higher price of goods, in 
developing factories in America to 
such a great extent as will result in a 
large supply of goods and ultimately 
cheap prices through competition. 

That a high protective tariff will not 
only bring capital and desirable popu- 
lation from abroad, but it will develop 
our internal resources, will give high 
wages to workmen, will keep money 
in circulation at home, and in time, 
through universal development of 
manufacturing interests, prices will 
go so low that the United States will 
become the manufacturtng center of 
the globe and will be able to export 
goods, compete with and undersell all 
the nations of the earth in any part ot 
the world. 



There seems to have been little if 
any apposition to, the raising of gov- 
ernment (revenue by means of this 
plan, which levied a tax on imported 
articles that were consumed by our 
own people, but the contest was made 
over the question whether this tax 
should be a certain per cent on all im- 
portations, or a schedule of varied 
rates in the interests of establishing 
or maintaining certain manufacturing 
enterprises. 

President Adams and his Secretary 
of State, Henry Clay were leaders in 
the cause of "protection" and Andrew 
Jackson was prominent in favor of a 
tariff for revenue only. 



ELECTION OF 1828. 

John Quincy Adams was the candi- 
date for President and Richard Rush 
of Pennsylvania for Vice-President on 
the ticket supported by the friends of 
a protective tariff, who were organ- 
ized under the name /National Repub- 
lican. ^ 

The opposition were known as Dem- 



ocrats, and placed in the race Andrew 
Jackson of Tennessee for President 
and John C. Calhoun for Vice-Presi- 
dent. There were no conventions nor 
platforms. State legislatures indorsed 
the choice of candidates made by com- 
mon consent of Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress. 

Twenty-four states voted and 261 
electors were chosen. Election was 
held Nov. 4, 1828; electoral vote count- 
ed Feb. 11, 1829. Jackson received 178 
and Adams 83 for President. 

For Vice-President: Calhoun 171, 
William C. Smith of South Carolina 7, 
and Ricfiiard Rush 83. Jackson and 
Calhoun were declared elected. The 
popular vote was, Democrat 647,231, 
National Republican 509,097. 

In New York, Delaware and South 
Carolina electors were chosen by the 
legislature. 

Jackson's cabinet: Secretary of 
State, Martin Van Buren of New York; 
Secretary of Treasury, Samuel D. Ing- 
ham of Pennsylvania; Secretary of 
War, John H. Eaton of Tennessee; 
Secretary of Navy, John Branch of 
North Carolina; Attorney-General, 
John W. Berrien of Georgia. The of- 
fice of Postmaster-General was made 
a cabinet position, and on March 9, 
1829, William T. Barry of Kentucky 
was appointed to this place. 

Jackson's administration marks a 
period of more than ordinary political 
antagonism and controversy. 

Party spirit prevailed to an extent 
it had not previously attained and 
President Jackson drew party lines in 
making appointments to office more 
strictly than had any of his predeces- 
sors. 

In 1831 William Lloyd Garrison es- 
tablished a strong anti-slavery paper 
in Boston. 

Contention in regard to the taiiff 
laws reached the highest point in 
South Carolina, where the legislature 
passed a "nullification" act, declaring 
the law contrary to the interests of the 
people, unconstitutional, null and 
void; also threatening to secede and 
establish an independent government 
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if any attempt was made to enforce 
the laws in that state. Vice-President 
Calhoun was a leader in this move- 
ment and resigned his seat as Vice- 
President that he might, on the floor 
of the Senate, defend the action and 
advocate the measures proposed by his 
state. Martin Van Buren succeeded 
him as Vice-President, and Edward 
Livingstone of Georgia was appointed 
Secretary of State. 

Jackson took the most prompt and 
vigorous steps to sustain federal au- 
thority; sent troops into the state, 
placed naval forces along the coast, 
and by his firmness and unflinching 
attitude in upholding the laws, won 
the admiration and respect of those 
who had been his political adversa- 
ries. 

On July 10, 1831, Jackson vetoed the 
bill rechartering the United States 
bank. 

Anti-Masonic agitation was active 
and in 1830 and 1831 conventions were 
held at which resolutions were adopt- 
ed opposing secret societies and call- 
ing on the people to unite for political 
action. In 1831 nominations were 
made for the campaign of the follow- 
ing year. 

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN OF 1832. 

The Democrats renominated Andrew 
Jackson for President, and nominated 
Martin Van Buren for Vice-President 
in a convention held at Baltimore 
March 22, 1832. 

At a ratiflcation meeting held if 
Washington City on May 11 the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted: 

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PLAT- 
FORM OF 1832. 

Resolved, That an adequate protec- 
tion to American industry is indispens- 
able to the prosperity of the country; 
and that an abandonment of the pol- 
icy at this period woOld be attended 
with consequences ruinous to the best 
interests of the nation. 

Resolved, That a uniform system of 
internal improvements, sustained and 



supported by the General Govern- 
ment, is calculated to secure, in the 
highest degree, the harmony, the 
strength and permanency of the re- 
public. 

Resolved, That the indiscriminate 
removal of public officers for a mere 
difference of political opinion, is a 
gross abuse of power; and that the 
doctrine lately boldly preached in the 
United States Senate, that "to the vic- 
tors belong the spoils of the van- 
quished,*' is detrimental to the inter- 
ests, corrupting to the morals, and 
dangerous to the liberties of the coun- 
try. 



The National Republicans, or Whigs 
as they were being called, held a con- 
vention in Baltimore, Md., Dec. 12, 
1831, and nominated: For President, 
Henry Clay of Kentucky; for Vice- 
President, John Sargent of Pennsyl- 
vania. No platform was adopted. 

The Anti-Masonic candidates named 
at the convention in Baltimore Sept. 
26, 1831, were William Wirt, of Mary- 
land for President, and Amos Ell- 
maker of Pennsylvania for Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

Election occurred Nov. 6, 1832, and 
the vote was counted Feb. 13, 1833. 

Twenty-four states voted and, chose 
288 electors. The state of Vermont 
cast 7 votes for Wirt and Ellmaker. 
South Carolina cast 11 votes for John 
Floyd and Henry Lee. Henry Clay 
and John Sargent received 49 electoral 
votes cast by the states of Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Dela- 
ware, Maryland and Kentucky. 

For Jackson there were 219 electoral 
votes, and for Van Buren 189. Thirty 
votes were cast for William Wilkins 
for Vice-President. 

The popular vote is reported as: 
Democratic, 687,502; National Republi- 
can, 530,189; Anti-Mason, 33,108. 

Several changes occurred in Jack- 
son's cabinet during his first term. 

During the first year of this term one 
important step was taken which in- 
volved a cabinet change, and without a 
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report of which, history would be glar- 
ingly incomplete. 

When the charter was granted in 
1816 for a corporation to be known as 
"The United States' Bank" it provided 
that government funds, current re- 
ceipts, were to be deposited with the 
bank and withdrawn only as needed 
for expenditures, unless otherwise or- 
dered by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The government also was a stock- 
holder in the institution, taking one- 
fifth the stock, putting in seven mil- 
lion dollars cash against twenty-eight 
millions of capital stock on the part of 
the managers. 

General Jackson believed that a gi- 
gantic monopoly was being established 
at the expense of the people and de- 
sired the government deposits Ire- 
moved, but his Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, William J. Duane, refused to so 
order, and finally resigned his position 
on a written request of the President, 
and Roger B. Taney of Maryland was, 
on Sept. 23, 1833, appointed to the 
place. 

The order was at once issued that 
deposits with "The United States 
Bank" should cease, and the funds al- 
ready on deposit should be withdrawn 
as needed in government expenditures. 

The result was that the bank closed 
its business in a short time and on 
settling up it was found that its whole 
capital was lost; had been exhausted 
in payment of salaries and other ex- 
penses; in large loans to congressmen, 
editors of newspapers and other influ- 
ential men; in the circulation of cam- 
paign literature and in other extra- 
ordinary expenditures in an effort to 
prevent the re-election of President 
Jackson; yet with these facts plainly 
evident, most historians have not only 
failed to make mention of the political 
influence exerted by the corporation, 
under the title "United States B^nk," 
but have entirely oyierlooked the fact 
that the capital used was government 
funds. 

It is a matter deserving of emphasis 
in history, that the seven millions of 
cash capital and the government (de- 



posits formed the only actual basis for 
the institution. 

In 1835 the public debt i^as practic- 
ally extinguished, being reduced to 
$37,000. 

In 1837 the banks of Ne^V' York, 
which was the commercial center of 
the country, suspended payment and 
refused to meet the demand for with- 
drawal of deposits, and a general panic 
ensued, followed by widespread desti- 
tution, suspension of business and an 
era of bankruptcy and ruin. 

The Democratic party was becoming 
divided into factions while the opposi- 
tion was united under the name Whig. 
One faction of the democracy known as 
the radical wing of the party was in 
ridicule termed "loco-foco." 



THIRTEENTH PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION, 1836. 

The Democrats in May, 1835, met in 
Baltimore and nominated Martin Van 
Buren of New York for President, and 
Richard M. Johnson of Kentucky for 
Vice-President. No platform. 

In January, 1836, the radical wing in 
New York named as candidates, Hugh 
L. White of Tennessee for President, 
and William Smith of Alabama for 
Vice-President; adopting the follow- 
ing: 

PLATFORM— "LOCO-FOCO." 

We hold these truths to be self-evi- 
dent: That all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, 
among which are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness; that the true 
foundation of republican government 
is the equal rights of every citizen in 
hfs person and property, and in their 
management; that the idea is quite 
unfounded that on entering into so- 
ciety we give up our natural rights; 
that the rightful power of all legisla- 
tion is to declare and enforce only our 
natural rights and duties, and to take 
none of them from us; that no man 
has the natural right to commit ag- 
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gressions on the equal rights of an- 
other, and this is all from which the 
law ought to i-estrain him; that every 
man is u^der the natural duty of con- 
tributin,5 to the necessities of society, 
and thi^) is all the law should enforce 
on him;, that when the laws have de- 
clared and enforced all this, they have 
fulfilled their functions. 

We declare unqualified hostility to 
banknotes and paper money as a cir- 
culating medium, because gold and sil- 
ver is the only safe and constitutional 
currency; hostility to any and all mo- 
nopolies by legislation; because they 
are violations of equal rights of the 
people; hostility to the dangerous and 
unconstitutional creation of vested 
rights or prerogatives by legislation, 
because they are usurpations of the 
people's sovereign rights; no legisla- 
tive or other authority in the body pol- 
itic can rightfully, by charter or other- 
wise, exempt any man or body of men, 
in any case whatever, from trial by 
jury and the jurisdiction or operation 
of the laws which govern the commun- 
ity. 

We hold that each and every law* or 
act of incorporation, passed by preced- 
ing legislatures, can be rightfully al- 
tered and repealed by their successors; 
and that they should \)e altered or re- 
pealed, when necessary for the public 
good, or when required by a majority 
of the people. 

On Feb. 3, at Albany, N. Y., the 
Whigs nominated William Henry Har- 
rison of Ohio for President, and Fran- 
cis Granger of New York for Vice- 
President. 

WHIG PLATFORM, 1836. 

Resolved, That in support of our 
cause, we invite all citizens opposed 
to Martin Van Buren and the Balti- 
more nominees. 

Resolved, That Martin Van Buren, 
by intriguing with the executive to ob- 
tain his influence to elect him to the 
Presidency, has set an example danger- 
ous to our freedom and corrupting to 
free institutions. 



Resolved, That the support we ren- 
der to William H. Harrison is by no 
means given to him solely on account 
of his brilliant and successful services 
as leader of our armies during the last 
war, but that in him we view also tlie 
man of high intellect, the stern pat- 
riot, uncontaminated by the machinery 
of hackneyed politicians — a man of the 
school of Washington. 

Resolved, That in Francis Granger 
we recognize one of our most distin- 
guished fellow-citizens, whose talents 
we admire, whose patriotism we' trust, 
and whose principles we sanction. 

ELECTION NOV. 8, 1836— VOTE 
COUNTED FEB. 8, 1837. 

Van Buren vas elected, receiving a 
popular vote of 761,549, while the to- 
tal vote was 1,498,205. Electors chosen, 
294; 170 voted for Van Buren, who car- 
ried fifteen fetates, Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Louisiana, Mississippi, Illi- 
nois, Alabama, Missouri, Arkansas and 
Michigan. 

Vermont, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana 
voted for Harrison, casting 73 electoral 
votes. ' 

Georgia and Tennessee cast 26 elec- 
toral votes for White. 

South Carolina voted for W. P. Man- 
gum of North Carolina, and Daniel 
Webster received the vote of Massa- 
chusetts. 

For Vice-President Richard M. John- 
son failed to have a majority, receiv- 
ing 147 votes of the total 294, but was 
chosen for the position by the Senate. 

Martin Van Buren retained almost 
entirely the cabinet from the former 
administration. 

Anti-slavery agitation was spreading 
rapidly and on Nov. 7, 1837,, Elijah P. 
Lovejoy of Alton, 111., publisher of an 
Abolition paper, was killed by a mob 
and his printing outfit destroyed. ' 

The government having lost heavily 
by suspension of banks, holding public 
funds, the establishment of a Treasury 
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at Washington and subtreasuries at 
other principal points, under the care 
of federal ofllcers, was recommended 
in Van Buren's first message to Con- 
gress, yet tlia measure, although the 
leading financial proposition of the 
administration, only became a law in 
1840. 

The Whigs were becoming a powerful 
factor in politics, advocating a U. S. 
bank and a protective tariff. The vot- 
ers generally labored under the im- 
pression that the so-called United 
States bank was an institution actually 
conducted by the government 



FOURTEENTH PtlESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION— 1840. 

On December 4, 1839, the Whigs met 
at Harrisburg, Pa., and -nominated for 
President, William H. Harrison of 
Ohio; for Vice-President, John Tyjer 
of Virginia. No platform was adopted. 

The Liberty party met in convention 
at Warsaw, N Y., on Nov. 13, 1838, and 
after adopting the following resolution 
nominated James G. Bimey of New 
York for President: 

Resolved, That in our judgment, 
every consideration- of duty and ex- 
pediency which ought to control the 
action of Christian freemen requires 
of the Abolitionists of the United 
States to organize a distinct and in- 
dependent political party, embracing 
all the necessary means for nominat- 
ing candidates for office and sustaining 
them by public suffrage. 

This nomination was indorsed at Al- 
bany, N. Y.. April 1, 1840. 

The Democratic convention was held 
in Baltimore, May 5, 1840. Martin Van 
Buren was nominated for President, 
but no nomination was made. for Vice- 
President. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATE'ORM— 1840. 

1. Resolved, That the Federal Gov- 
ernment is one of limited powers,' de- 
rived solely from the Constitution, and 
the grants of power shown therein 



ought to be strictly construed by all 
the departments and agents of the 
Government, and that it is inexpedient 
and dangerous to exercise doubtfui 
Constitutional powers. 

2. Resolved, That the Constitution 
does not confer upon the General Gov- 
ernment the power to commence and 
carry on a general system of internal 
improvements. 

3. Resolved, That the Constitution 
does not confer authority upon the 
Federal Government, directly or indi- 
rectly, to assume the debts of the sev- 
eral states, contracted for local inter- 
nal improvements or other state pur- 
poses; nor would such assumption be 
just or expedient. 

4. Resolved, That justice and sound 
policy forbid the Federal Government 
to foster one branch of industry to the 
detriment of another, or to cherish the 
interests of one portion to the injury 
of another portion of our common 
country — that every citizen and every 
section of the country has a right to 
demand and insist upon an equality of 
rights and privileges, and to complete 
and ample protection of persons and 
property from domestic violence or 
foreign aggression. 

5. Resolved, That it is the duty of 
every branch of the Government to 
enforce and practice the most rigid 
economy in conducting our public af- 
fairs, and that no more revenue ought 
to be raised than is required to defray 
the necessary expenses of the Govern- 
ment. 

6. Resolved, That Congress has no 
power to charter a United States bank; 
that we believe such an institution one 
of deadly hostility to the best interests 
of the country, dangerous to our re- 
publican institutions and the liberties 
of the people, arnd calculated to place 
the business of the country within the 
control of a concentrated money power 
and above the laws and the will of the 
people. 

7. Resolved, That Congress has no 
power under the Constitution to Inter- 
fere with or control the domestic in- 
stitutions of the several states; and 
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that such states are the sole and prop- 
er judges of everything pertaining to 
their own affairs, not prohibited by the 
Constitution; that all efforts by Aboli- 
tionists or others, made to induce Con- 
gress to interfere with questions of 
slavery or to take incipient steps in re- 
lation thereto, are calculated to lead 
to the most alarming and dangerous 
consequences, and that all such efforts 
have an inevitable tendency to dimin- 
ish the happiness of ^he people, and 
endanger the 'stability and perma- 
nence of the Union, and ought not to 
be countenanced by any friend to our 
political institutions. 

8. Resolved, That the separation of 
the moneys of the Government from 
banking institutions Is indispensable 
for the safety of the funds of the Gov- 
ernment and the rights of the people. 

9. Resolved, That the liberal princi- 
ples embodied by Jefferson in the De- 
claration of Independence, and sanc- 
tioned in the Constitution, which make 
ours the land of liberty afad the asy- 
lum of the oppressed of every nation, 
have ever been cardinal principles in 
the Democratic faith; and every at- 
tempt to abridge the present privilege 
of becoming citizens, and the owners 
of soil among us ought to be resisted 
with the same spirit which swept the 
Alien and Sedition Laws from our 
statute book. 

Whereas, Several of the states which 
have nominated Martin Van Buren as 
a candidate for the Presidency, have 
put in nomination different individuals 
as candidates for Vice-President, thus 
indicating a diversity of opinion as to 
the person best entitled to the nomina- 
tion; and 

Whereas, Some of the said states are 
not represented in this convention; 
therefore. 

Resolved, That the convention deem 
it expedient at the present time not 
to choose between the individuals in 
nomination, but to leave the decision 
to their republican fellow-citizens in 
the several states, trusting that before 
the election shall take place, their 
opinions will become so concentrated 



as to secure the choice of a Vice-Presi- 
dent by the electoral college. 



RESULT OF ELECTION NOVEMBER, 

1840. 

Harrison and Tyler received 234 elec- 
toral votes and Van Buren 60 cast by 
seven states as follows: South Caro- 
lina, Virginia, Alabama, Arkansas, 
Missouri, Illinois and New Hampshire. 
The remaining nineteen states votefl 
for the Whig party. 

Popular vote: Harrison, 1,275,017; 
Van Buren, 1,128,702; Birney, 7,059. 

Early after Harrison was inaugur- 
ated he called an extra session of Con- 
gress to convene on May 31, 1841, to 
take action on "matters connected with 
the finance of the country," 

President Harrison died on April 4, 
only one month after his induction into 
office, and John Tyler De.came Presi- 
dent April 6. 

Congress passed two bills for the 
establishing of a ''United States Bank** 
and both were vetoed by President 
Tyler, who thereby incurred the dis- 
gust of his cabinet and the greatest dis- 
pleasure of the voters who elected him. 

The cabinet which had been selected 
when Mr. Harrison came into office all 
resigned their positions except Daniel 
Webster of Massachusetts, Secretary of 
State, who retained the place for two 
years. 

John C. Calhoun of South Carolina 
was Secretary of State the closing year 
of Tyler's administration. 



CAMPAIGN OF 1844 

Under the leadership of Samuel 
Houston, Texas had in 1836 declared 
independence from the government of 
Mexico and now sought annexation 
to the United States. 

This Question was an issue in the 
campaign of 1844. President Tyler 
favored annexation, but it was opposed 
by the Whigs "generally and in the 
presidential contesfof 1844 Jamfea K. 
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Polk, Democratic candidate, favored 
the measure, while Henry Clay, the 
Whig candidate, was opposed. 

A Democratic convention at Balti- 
more on May 27 nominated: For Pres- 
ident, James K. Polk of Tennessee; for 
Vice-President, Silas Wright of New 
York was named, but he declined and 
George M. Dallas of Pennsylvania was 
placed on the ticket. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM. 
The resolutions 1 to 9 inclusive of 
the Democratic platform of 1840 were 
reaffirmed and the following added: 

10. Resolved, That the proceeds of 
the public lands ought to be sacredly 
applied to the national objects specified 
in the Constitution, and that we are op- 
posed to the laws lately adopted, and 
to any law for the distribution of such 
proceeds among the states, as alike in- 
expedient in policy and repugnant to 
the Constitution. 

11. Resolved, That we are decidedly 
opposed to taking from the President 
the Qualified veto power by which he 
is enabled, under restrictions and re- 
sponsibilities amply sufficient to guard 
the public interest, to suspend, the pas- 
sage of a bill whose merits cannot 
secure the approval of two-thirds of 
the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, until the judgment of the peo- 
ple can be obtained thereon, and which 
has thrice saved the American people 
from the corrupt and tyrannical dorn- 
ination of Jthe Bank of the United 
States. 

12. Resolved, That our title to the 
whole of the Territory of Oregon Is 
clear and unquestionable; that no por- 
tion of the same ought to be ceded to 
England or any other power, and that 
the reoccupation of Oregon and th^* re- 
annexation of Texas at the earliest 
practicable period, are great American 
measures, which this convention re- 
commends to the cordial support of the 
Democracy of the Union. 

The Whig convention met in Balti- 
more May 1 and placed in nomination: 
For President, Henry Clay of Ken- 



tucky; for Vice-President, Theo. Fre- 
linghuysen of New Jersey. 

WHIG PLATFORM— 1844. 
1. Resolved, That these principles 
may be summed as compromising a 
well-regulated national currency; a 
tariff for revenue to defray the neces- 
sary expenses of the Government, and 
discriminating with special reference 
to the protection of the domestic labor 
of the country; the distribution of the 
proceeds from the sales of public 
lands; a single term for the Presi- 
dency; a reform of executive usurpa- 
tions; and generally such an adminis- 
tration of the affairs of the country as 
shall impart to every branch of the 
public service the greatest practical 
efficiency, controlled by a well-regu- 
lated and wise economy. 

The Liberty party held their conven- 
tion at Buffalo, Aug. 30, 1843, making 
James G. Birney again candidate for 
President, and Thomas Morris of Ohio 
candidate for Vice-President. 

LIBERTY PART PLATFORM— 1844. 

1. Resolved, That human brother- 
hood is a cardinal principle of true de- 
mocracy, as well as pure Christianity, 
which spurns all inconsistent limita- 
tions; and neither the political party 
which repudiates it, nor the political 
system which is not based upon it can 
be truly democratic or permanent. 

2. Resolved, That the Liberty party, 
placing itself upon this broad principle, 
will demand the absolute and unquali- 
fied divorce of the General Government 
from slavery, and also the restoration 
of equality of rights among men, in 
every state where the party exists, or 
may exist. 

3. Resolved, That the Liberty party 
has not been organized for any tem- 
porary purpose by interested politi- 
cians, but has arisen from among the 
people in consequence of a conviction, 
hourly gaining grc^und, that no other 
party in the country represents the 
true principles of American liberty, or 
the true spirit of the Constitution of 
the United States. 
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4. Resolved, That the Liberty party 
has not been organizezd merely for the 
overthrow of slavery; its first decided 
effort must, indeed, be directed against 
aiave-holding as thQ grossest and most 
revolting manifestation of despotism, 
but it will also carry out the principle 
of equal rights into all its i)ractical 
consequences and applications, and 
support every just measure conducive 
to individual and social freedom. 

5. Resolved, That the Liberty party 
is not a sectional party but a national 
party; was not originated in a desire 
to accomplish a single object, but in a 
comprehensive regard to the great in- 
erests of the whole country; is not a 
new party, nor a third party, but is the 
party of 1776, reviving the principles of 
that memorable era, and striving to 
carry them into practical application. 

6. Resolved, That it was understood 
in the times of the Declaration and the 
Constitution, that the existence of 
slavery in some of the states was in 
derogation of the principles of Ameri- 
can liberty, and a deep stain upon the 
character of the country, and the im- 
plied faith of the states and the Nation 
was pledged that slavery should never 
be extended beyond its then existing 
limits, but should be gradually, and 
yet, at no distant day, wholly abolished 
by state authority. 

7. Resolved, That the faith of the 
states and the Nation thus pledged,was 
most nobly redeemed by the voluntary 
abolition of slavery in several of the 
states; and by the adoption of the or- 
dinance of 1787, for the government of 
the territory northwest of the river 
Ohio, then the only territory in the 
United States, and consequently the 
only territory subject in this respect to 
the control of Congress by which ordi- 
nance slavery was forever excluded 
from the vast regions which now com- 
pose the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 
nois, Michigan, and the Territory of 
Wisconsin, and an incapacity to bear 
up any other than freemen was im- 
pressed on the soil itself. 

8. Resolved, That the faith of the 
states and the Nation thus pledeged. 



has 'been shamefully violated by the 
omission, on the part of many of the 
states, to take any measures whatever 
for the abolition of slavery within 
their respective limits; by the continu- 
ance of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia,and in the Territories of Louis- 
iana and Florida; by the legislation of 
Congress; by the protection afforded 
by national legislation and negotiation 
to slaveholding in American vessels, 
on the high seas, smployed In tlie 
coastwise slave traffic; and by the ex- 
tension of slavery far beyond it? ori- 
ginal limits, by acts of Congress a<a- 
mitting new slave stales into ttie 
Union. 

9. Resolved, That "the fundamental 
truths of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, that all men are endowed t>y 
their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights, among which are life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness, was 
made the fundamental law of our Na- 
tional Government, by that amend- 
ment to the Constitution which de- 
clares that no person shall be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law. 

10. Resolved, That we recognize as 
sound the doctrine maintained by 
slaveholding jurists, that slavery is 
against natural rights, and strictly lo- 
cal, and that its existence and contin- 
uance rests on no other support than 
state legislation, and not on any au- 
thority of Congress. 

11. Resolved, That the General Gov- 
ernment has under the Constitution no 
power to establish or continue slavery 
anywhere, and therefore that all treat- 
ies and acts of Congress establishing, 
continuing or favoring slavery in the 
District of Columbia, in the Territory 
of Florida, or on the high seas, are un- 
constitutional, and all attempts to hold 
men as property within the limits of 
exclusive national jurisdiction ought to 
be prohibited by law. 

12. Resolved, That the provision of 
the Constitution of the United States 
which confers extraordinary political 
powers on the owners of slaves, and 
thereby constituting the two hundred 
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and fifty thousand slaveholders in the 
slave states a privileged aristocracy; 
and the provision for the reclamation 
of fugitive slaves from service, are 
anti-republican in their character, dan- 
gerous to the liberties of the people 
and ought to be abrogated. 

13. Resolved, That the practical 
operation of the second of these pro- 
visions, is seen in the enactment of the 
act of Congress respecting persons 
escaping from their masters, which act, 
if the construction given to it by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in 
the case of Prigg vs. Pennsylvania be 
correct, nullifies the habeas corpus acts 
of all the states, takes away the whole 
legal security of personal freedom, and 
ought, therefore, to be immediately re- 
pealed. 

14. Resolved, That the peculiar pat- 
ronage and support hitherto extended 
to slavery and slaveholding by the 
General Government, ought to be im- 
mediately withdrawn, and the example 
and infiuence of national authority 
ought to be arrayed on the side of lib- 
erty and free labor. 

15. Resolved, That the practice of 
the General Government, which pre- 
vails in the slave states, of employing 
slaves upon the public works, instead 
of free laborers, and paying aristo- 
cratic masters, with a view to secure or 
reward political services. Is utterly in- 
defensible and ought to be abandoned. 

16. Resolved, That freedom of speech 
and of the press, and the right of 
petition, and the right of trial by jury, 
are sacred and inviolable; and that all 
rules, regulations and laws, in deroga- 
tion of either, are oppressive, uncon- 
stitutional, and not to be endured by a 
free people. 

17. Resolved, That we regard voting, 
in an eminent degree, as a moral and 
religious .duty, which, when exercised 
should be by voting for those who will 
do all in their power for iimmediate 
emancipation. 

18. Resolved, That this convention 
recommend to the friends of liberty in 
all those free states where any inequal- 
ity of rights and privileges exists on 



account of color, to employ their ut- 
most energies to remove all such rem- 
nants and effects of the slave system. 

Whereas, The Constitution of the 
United States is a series of agreements, 
covenants or contracts between the 
people of the United States, each with 
all, and all with each; and. 

Whereas, It is a principle of univer- 
sal morality, that the moral laws of 
the Creator are paramount to all hu- 
n;an laws; or, in the language of an 
Apostle, that *'we ought to obey God 
rather than men;" and, 

Whereas, The principle of common 
law — that any contract, covenant or 
agreement, to do an act derogatory to 
natural rights^ is vitiated and an- 
nulled by its inherent immorality — has 
been recognized by one of the justices 
of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, who in a recent case expressly 
holds that "any contract that rests up- 
on such a basis is void;" and. 

Whereas, The third clause of the sec- 
ond section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution of the United States,when 
construed as providing for the surren- 
der of a fugitive slave, does "rest upon 
such a basis," in that it is a contract to 
rob a man of a natural right — namely, 
his natural right to his own liberty — 
and is therefore absolutely void. 
Therefore, 

19. Resolved, That we hereby give 
it to be distinctly understood by this 
Nation and the world that, as Aboli- 
tionists, considering that the strength 
of our cause lies in its righteousness, 
and our hope for it, in our conformity 
to the laws of God, and our respect for 
the rights of man, we owe it to the 
Sovereign Ruler of the Universe, as a 
proof of our allegiance to Him, in all 
our civil relations and offices, whether 
as private citizens or public function- 
aries sworn to support the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, to regard and 
to treat the third clause of the fourth 
article of that instrument, whenever 
applied to the case of a fugitive slave, 
as utterly null and void, and conse- 
quently as forming no part of the Con- 
stitution of the United States^ when- 
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ever we are called upon or sworn to 
support it. 

20. Resolved, That the power given 
to Congress by the Constitution to pro- 
vide for calling out the militia to sup- 
press insurrection does not make it the 
duty of the government to maintain 
slf^v^ry by military force, much less 
does it make it the duty of the citizens 
to form a part of such military force; 
when freemen unsheathe the sword it 
should be to strike for liberty, not for 
despotism. 

21. Resolved, That to preserve the 
peace of the citizens, and secure the 
blessings of freedom, the legislature of 
each of the free states ought to keep 
in force suitable statutes rendering it 
penal for any of its inhabitants to 
transport or aid in transporting from 
such state, any person sought to be 
thus transported, merely because sub- 
ject to the slave laws of any other 
state; this remnant of Independence 
being accorded to the free states biy the 
decision of the Supreme Court, in the 
case of Prigg vs. the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

RESULT OF ELECTION. 

Polk and Dallas received 170 elec- 
toral votes and Clay and Frelinghuy- 
sen 105. 

Popular vote: Democrats, 1,337,243; 
Whigs, 1,299,068; Liberty party, 62,300. 

The Northwest boundary dispute 
with Great Britain was settled under 
Polk's administration and the annexa- 
tion of Texas precipitated a war' with 
Mexico, although an independent gov- 
ernment had been maintained by the 
Texans for nearly ten years. 

In 1845 Cassius M. Clay established 
an anti-slavery paper at Lexington, 
Ky., but was compelled by a mob to 
move the press to Cincinnati, Ohio. 

In August, 1846, when it became evi- 
dent that the Mexican war would result 
in a large acquisition of territory, 
David Wilmot of Pennsylvania intro- 
duced in Congress a provision that 
slavery should be excluded from all 
territory acquired. This did not be- 



come a law, but led to discussion 
which strengthened the anti-slavery 
sentiment and promoted an ti-sla very- 
organization which was now uniting 
as the "P^ree Soil Party." 

General Zachary Taylor, although 
not an active participant in politics, 
had won much popular favor by his 
military career in the war with Mex- 
ico. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1848. 

On June 7, 1848, at Philadelphia, ttie 
Whigs nominated for President, Zacli- 
ary Taylor of Louisiana, and for Vice- 
President, Millard Filmore of New 
York. 

The following resolutions were 
adopted at a ratification meeting held 
after adjournment of the convention: 
WHIG RESOLUTIONS OF 1848. 

1. Resolved, That the Whigs of the 
United States, here assembled by their 
representatives, heartily ratify the 
nomination of Gen. Zachary Taylor as 
President, and Millard Filmore as Vic& 
President of the United States, and 
pledge themselves to their support. 

2. Resolved, That in the choice of 
General Taylor as the Whig candidate 
for President, We are glad to discover 
sympathy with a great popular senti- 
ment throughout the nation — ^a senti- 
ment which, having its origin in ad- 
miration of great military success, has 
been strengthened by the development, 
in every action and every word, of 
sound conservative opinions, and ,of 
true fidelity to the groat example of 
former days, and to the principles of 
the Constitution as administered by 
its founders. 

3. Resolved, That General Taylor in 
saying that, had he voted in 1844, he 
would have voted the Whig ticket, 
gives us the assurance — ^and no better 
is needed from a consistent and truth- 
speaking man — that his heart was with 
us at the crisis of our political des- 
tiny, v/hen Henry Clay was our can- 
didate, and when not only Whig prin- 
ciples were well defined and clearly 
asserted, but Whig measures depended 
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on success. The heart that was with 
us then is with us now, and we have 
a soldier's word of honor, and a life 
of public and private virtue, as the 
security. 

4. Resolved, That we look on Gen- 
eral Taylor's administration of the 
government as one conducive of peace, 
prosperity and union; of peace, be- 
cause no one better knows, or has 
greater reason to deplore, what he has 
seen sadly on the field of victory, the 
horrors of war and especially of a for- 
eign and aggressive war; of prosper- 
ity, now more than ever needed to re- 
lieve the nation from a burden of debt, 
and restore industry — agricultural, 
manufacturing and commercial — to its 
accustomed and peaceful functions and 
influences; of union, because we have 
a candidate whose very position as a 
southwestern man, reared on the banks 
of the great stream whose tributa'ries, 
natural and artificial, embrace the 
whole Union, render the protection of 
the interests of the whole country his 
first trust, and whose various duties 
in past life have been rendered, not on 
the soil or under the fiag of any state 
or section, but over the wide frontier, 
and under the broad banner of the 
nation. 

5. Resolved, That standing, as the 
Whig party, does, on the broad and firm 
platform of th« Constitution, braced 
up by all its inviolable and sacred 
guarantees and compromises and cher- 
ished in the affections, because protec- 
tive of the Interests of the people, 
we are proud to have as the exponent 
of our opinions one who is pledged to 
construe it by the wise and generous 
rule which Washington applied to it 
and who has said— and no Whig de- 
sires any other assurance — that he will 
make Washington's administration his 
model. 

6. Resolved, That, as Whigs and 
Americans, we are proud to acknowl- 
edge our gratitude for the great mili- 
tary services, which, beginning at Palo 
Alto, and ending at Buena Vista, first 
awakened the American i)eople to a 
just estimate of him Who is now our 



Whig candidate. In the discharge of a 
painful duty — for his march into the 
enemy's country was a reluctant one; 
in the command of regulars at one 
time, and volunteers at another, and 
of both combined; in the decisive 
though punctual discipline of his 
camp, where all respected and loved 
him; in the negotiation of terms for 
a dejected and desperate enemy; in the 
exigency of actual confiict when the 
balance was perilously doubtful — we 
we have found him the same — brave, 
distinguished, and considerate, no 
heartless spectator of bloodshed*, no 
trifler with liuman life or human hap- 
piness; and we do not know which to 
admire most, his heroism in with- 
standing the assaults of the enemy in 
the most hopeless fields of Buena 
Vista— mourning in general sorrow 
over the graves of Ringgold, of Clay, 
of Hardin— or in giving, in the heat 
of battle terms of merciful capitula- 
tion to the vanquished foe at Monte- 
rey, and not being aashamed to avow 
that he did it to spare women and 
children, helpless infancy and mor^ 
helpless age, against whom no Amer- 
ican soldier wars. Such a military 
man, whose triumphs are neither re- 
mote nor doubtful, whose virtues these 
trials have tested, we are proud to 
make our candidate. 

7. Resolved, That In support of this 
nomination, we ask our Whig friends 
throughout the nation to unite, to co- 
operate zealously, resolutely, with 
earnestness, in behalf of our candiate, 
whom calumny cannot reach, and with 
respectful demeanor to our adversa- 
ries, whose candidates have yet to 
prove their claims on the gratitude of 
the nation. 

The Democrats met in convention at 
Baltimore on May 22, 1848, and nomi- 
nated Lewis Oass of Michigan for Pres- 
ident, and William O. Butler of Ken- 
tucky for Vice-President. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1848. 

1. Resolved, That the American 

Democracy place their trust in the in- 
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telligence, the patriotism, and the dis- 
criminating justice of the American 
people. 

2. Resolved, That we regard this as 
a distinctive feature of our political 
creed, which we are proud to maintain 
before the world, as the great moral 
element in a form of government, 
springing from and upheld by the pop- 
ular will; and contrast it with the 
creed and practice of Federalism, un- 
der whatever name or form, which 
seeks to palsy the will of the con- 
stituent, and which conceives no im- 
posture too monstrous for the popular 
credulity. 

3. Resolved, Therefore, that enter- 
taining these views, the Democratic 
party of this Union, through the dele- 
gates assembled in general conven- 
tions of the States, coming together in 
a spirit of concord, of devotion to the 
doctrines and faith of a free represen- 
tative government, and appealing to 
their fellow-citizens for the rectitude 
of their intentions, renew and reassert 
before the American people, the dec- 
laration of principles avowed by them 
on a former occasion, when, in gen- 
eral convention, they presented their 
candidates for the popular suffrage. 

Resolutions 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the plat- 
form of 1840 were reaffirmed. 

8. Resolved, That it is the duty of 
every branch of the government to en- 
force and practice the most rigid econ- 
omy in conducting our public affairs, 
and that no more revenue, ought to be 
raised than is required to defray the 
necessary expenses of the government, 
and for the gradual but certain ex- 
tinction of the debt created by the 
prosecution of a just and necessary 
war. 

Resolution 5 of the platform of 1840 
was enlarged by the following: 

And that the result of Democratic 
legislation, in this and all other finan- 
cial measures upon which issues have 
been made between the two political 
parties of the country, have demon- 
strated to careful and practical men 
of all parties, their soundness, safety 
and utility ju all business pursuits. 



Resolutions 7, 8 and 9 of the plat- 
form of 1840 were here inserted. 

13. Resolved, That the proceeds of 
the public lands ought to be sacredly 
applied to the National objects speci- 
fied in the Constitution; and that we 
are opposed to any law for the distri- 
bution of such proceeds among the 
States as alike inexpedient in policy 
and repugnant to the Constitution. 

14. Resolved, That we are decided- 
ly opposed to taking from the Presi- 
dent the qualified veto power by which 
he is enabled, under restrictions and 
responsibilities amply sufficient to 
guard the public interests,* to suspend 
the passage of a bill whose merits 
cannot secure the approval of two- 
thirds of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, until the judgment of 
the people can be obtained thereon, 
and which has saved the American 
people from the corrupt and tyrannical 
domination of the Bank of the United 
States, and from k corrupting system 
of general internal improvements. 

15. Resolved, That the war with 
Mexico, provoked on her part by years 
of insult and injury, was commenced 
by her army crossing the Rio Grande, 
attacking the American troops, and in- 
vading our sister State of Texas, and 
upon all the principles of patriotism 
and the laws of nations, it is a just 
and necessary war on our part, in 
which every American citizen should 
have shown himself on the side of his 
country, and neither morally nor phys- 
ically by word or by deed, have given 
"aid and comfort to the enemy.'* 

16. Resolved, That we would be re- 
joiced at the assurance of peace with 
Mexico, founded on the just principles 
of indemnity for the past and security 
for the future; but that while the rati- 
fication of the liberal treaty offered to 
Mexico remains in doubt it is the duty 
of the country to sustain the adminis- 
tration and to sustain the country in 
every measure necessary to provide for 
the vigorous prosecution of the war, 
should that treaty be rejected. 

17. Resolved, That the officers and 
soldiers who have carried the arms of 
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their country into Mexico, have 
crowned it with imperishable glory. 
Their unconquerable courage, their 
daring enterprise, their unfaltering 
perseverance and fortitude when as- 
sailed on ail sides by innumerable foes 
and that more formidable enemy — ^the 
diseases of the climate — exalt their 
devoted patriotism into the highest he- 
roism and give them a right to tEe 
profound gratitude of their country, 
and the admiration of the world. 

18. Resolved, That the Democratic 
national convention of thirty States 
composing the American Republic, 
tender their fraternal congratulations 
to the national convention of the Re- 
public of Prance, now assembled as 
the free suffrage representatives of the 
sovereignty of thirty-five millions of 
republicans, to establish government 
on those eternal principles of equal 
rights, for which their La Fayette 
and our Washington fought side by 
side in the struggle for our national 
independence; and we would especially 
convey to them, and to the whole peo- 
ple of France, our earnest wishes for 
the consolidation of their liberties, 
through the wisdom that shall guide 
their councils, on the basis of a dem- 
ocratic Constitution, not derived from 
the grants or concessions of kings or 
dynasties, but originating from the 
only true source of political power 
recognized in the States of this Union 
—'the inherent and inalienable right 
of the people in their sovereign capac- 
ity to make and to amend their forms 
of government in such manner as the 
welfare of the community may require. 
19. Resolved, That in view of the 
recent development of this grand po- 
litical truth, of the sovereignty of the 
people and their capacity and power 
for se*lf-government, which is pros- 
trating thrones and erecting republics 
on the ruins of despotism in the old 
world, we feel that a high and sacred 
duty is devolved, with increased re- 
sponsibility, upon the Democratic 
party of this country, as the party of 
the people, to sustain and advance 
among us Constitutional liberty, equal- 



ity and fraternity, by continuing to 
resist all monopolies and exclusive 
legislation for the benefit of the few at 
the expense of the many, and by a 
vigilant and constant adherence to 
those principles and compromises of 
the Constitution, which are broad 
enough and strong enough to embrace 
and uphold the Union as it was, the 
Union as it is, and the Union as it 
shall be, in the full expansion of the 
energies and capacity of this great and 
progressive people. 

20. Resolved, That a copy of these 
resolutions be forwarded, through the 
American minister at Paris, to the Re- 
public of France. 

21. Resolved, That the fruits of the 
great political triumph of 1844, which 
elected James K. Polk and George M. 
Dallas President and Vice-President of 
the^ United States, have fulfilled the 
hopes of the Democracy of the Union 
in defeating the declared purposes of 
their opponents in creating a national 
bank; in preventing the corrupt and 
unconstitutional distribution of the 
land proceeds from the common treas- 
ury of the Union for local purposes; in 
protecting the currency and labor of 
the country from ruinous fiuctuations, 
and guarding the money of the coun- 
try for the use of the people by the 
establishment of the Constitutional 
treasury; in the noble impulse given to 
the cause of free trade by the repeal of 
the tariff of *42, and the creation of 
the more equal, honest, and productive 
tariff of 1846; and that in our opinion, 
it would be a fatal error to weaken the 
bands of a political organization by 
which these great reforms have been 
achieved, and risk them in the hands 
of their known adversaries, with what- 
ever delusive appeals they may solicit 
our surrender of that vigilance which 
is the only safeguard of liberty. 

22. Resolved, That the confidence 
of the Democracy of the Union in the 
principles, capacity, firmness, and in- 
tegrity of James K. Polk, manifested 
by his nomination and election in 1844, 
has been signally justified by the 
strictness of his adherence to sound 
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Democratic doctrines, by the purity of 
purpose, the energy and ability, which 
have characterized his administration 
in all our affairs at home and abroad; 
that we tender to him our cordial 
congratulations upon the brilliant suc- 
cess which has hitherto crowned his 
patriotic efforts, and assure him in ad- 
vance, that at the expiration of his 
Presidential term, he will carry with 
him to his retirement, the esteem, re- 
spect and admiration of a grateful 
country. 

23. Resolved, That this convention 
hereby present to the people of the 
United States, Lewis Cass, of Michi- 
gan, as the candidate of the Demo- 
cratic party for the office of Presi- 
dent, and William O. Butler, of Ken- 
tucky, for Vice-President of the United 
States. 



The Free Soil party met in conven- 
tion at Buffalo, N. Y., on Aug. 9, 1848. 
Nominated for President, Martin Vai 
Buren of New York; for Vice-Presi- 
dent, Charles Francis Adams of Mas- 
sachusetts. 
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FREE SOIL PLATFORM OF 1848. 

Whereas, We have assembled in con- 
vention as a union of freemen, for the 
sake of freedom, forgetting all political 
difference, in a common resolve to 
maintain the rights of free labor 
against the aggression of the slave 
power, and to secure free soil to a free 
people; and 

Whereas, The political conventions 
recently assembled at Baltimore and 
Philadelphia — the one stifling the voice 
of a great constituency, entitled to be 
heard in its deliberations, and the oth- 
er abandoning its distinctive principles 
for mere availability — have dissolved 
the n-ational party organization hereto- 
fore existing, by nominating for the 
chief magistracy of the United States, 
under the slaveholding dictation, can- 
didates, neither of whom can be sup- 
ported by the opponents of slavery ex- 
tension, without a sacrifice of con- 
sistency, duty and self-respect; and. 



Whereas, These nominations bo 
made, furnish the occasion, and dem- 
onstrate the necessity- of the union of 
the people under the banner of free 
Democracy, in a solemn and formal 
declaration of their independence of 
the slave power, and of their fixed 
determination to rescue the Federal 
Government from its control. 

1. Resolved, Therefore, that we, the 
people here assembled, rememberiae 
the example of our fathers in the days 
of the first Declaration of Independ- 
ence, putting our trust in God, for the 
triumph of our cause, and invoking His 
guidance in our endeavors to advance 
it, do now plant ourselves upon the 
national platform of freedom, in op- 
position to the sectional platform of 
slavery. 

2. Resolved, That slavery in the 
several States of this Union which rec- 
ognize its existence, depends upon the 

tate laws alone, which cannot be re- 
ealed or modified by the Federal 
Government and for which laws that 
Government is not responsible. We, 
therefore, propose no interferenc6 by- 
Congress with slavery within the lim- 
its of any State. 

3. Resolved, That the proviso of 
Jefferson to prohibit the existence of 
slavery after 1800 in all the Terri- 
tories of the United States, southern 
and northern; the votes of six States 
and sixteen delegates to Congress of 
1784, for the proviso, to three States 
and seven delegates against it; the 
actual exclusion of slavery from the 
Northwestern Territory, by the ordi- 

^ nance of 1787, unanimously adopted 
by the States in Congress; and the 
entire history of that period, clearly 
show that it was the settle*d policy of 
the nation not to extend, nationalize 
or encourage, but to limit, localize and 
discourage, slavery; and to this policy, 
which should never have been depart- 
ed from, the Government ought to re- 
turn. 

4. Resolved, That our fathers or- 
dained the Constitution of the United 
States, in order, among other great na- 
tional objects, to establish justice, pro- 
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mote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty; but expressly 
denied to the Federal Government 
which they created, all CJonstitutionai^ 
power to deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property without due legal 
process. 

5. Resolved, That in the judgment 
of this convention, Congress has no 
more power to make a slave than to 
make a king; no more power to insti- 
tute or establish slavery than to in- 
stitute or establish a monarchy; no^ 
such power can be found among those 
specifically conferred by the Constitu- 
tion, or deprived by just implication 
from them. 

6. Resolved, That it is the duty of 
the Federal Government to relieve it- 
self from all responsibility for the 
existence or continuance of slavery^ 
wherever the Government posses Con-" 
stitutional power to legislate on that 
subject, and it is thus responsible for 
its existence. 

7. Resolved, That the true, and in 
the judgment of this convention, the 
only safe measures of preventing the 
extension of slavery into the Territory 
now free, is to prohibit its extension 
in all such Territory by an act of Con- 
gress. 

8. Resolved, That we accept the 
issue which the slave power has forced 
upon us; and to their demand for more 
slave States, and more slave Territory, 
our calm but final answer is, no more 
slave States and no more slave Terri- 
tory. Let the soil of our extensive do- 
mains be kept free for the hardy pio- 
neers of our own land, and the op- 
pressed and banished of other lands, 
seeking homes of comfort and fields of 
onterprise in the new world. 

9. Resolved, That the bill lately re- 
ported by the committee of eight in 
the Senate of the United States, was 
no compromise but an absolute surren- 
der of the rights of the non-slavehold- 
ers of all the States; and while we re- 
joice to know that a measure which 
while opening the door for the intro- 
duction of slavery into the Territories 
now free, would also have opened the 



door to litigation and strife among the 
future inhabitants thereof, to the ruin 
of their peace and prosperity, was de- 
feated in the House of Representa-" 
tives, its passage, in hot haste, by a 
majority embracing several Senators 
who voted in open violation of the 
known will of their constituents, 
should warn the people to see to it 
that their representatives be not suf- 
fered to betray them. There must b^ 
no more compromises with slavery; if 
made, they must be repealed. 

10. Resolved, That we demand free- 
dom and established institution for our 
brethren in Oregon, now exposed to 
hardships, peril and massacre, by the 
reckless hostility of the slave power 
to the establishment of free govern- 
ment and free Territories; and not 
only for them but for our brethren in 
California and New Mexico. 

11. Resolved, ^ It is due not only to 
this occasion, but to the whole people 
of the United States, that we shoulcJ 
also declare ourselves on certain other 
questions of national policy; therefore, 

12. Resolved, That we demand cheap 
postage for the people; a retrench- 
ment of the expenses and patronago 
of the Federal Government; the aboli- 
tion of all unnecessary offices and sal- 
aries; and the election by the people 
of all civil officers in the service of the 
Government, so far as the same may 
be practicable, 

13. Resolved, That Hver and harbor 
improvements when demanded by the 
safety and convenience of commerce 
with foreign nations, cv among the 
several States, are object of national 
concern and that it is the duty of Con- 
gress in the exercise of its constitu- 
tional power to provide therefor. 

14. Resolved, That the fret^ grant to 
actual settlers, in consideration of the 
expenses they incur in mak'ng set- 
tlements in the wilderness, whfch are 
usually fully equal to their actua? cost, 
and of the public benefits resulting 
therefrom, of reasonable portions of 
the public lands, under suitable limi- 
tations, is a wise and just measure of 
public policy, which will promote In 
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various ways the interest of all the 
States of the Union; and we, there- 
fore, recommend it to the favorable 
consideration of the American people. 

15. Resolved, That the obligations of 
honor and patriotism require the ear- 
liest practical payment of the national 
debt, and we are, therefore, in favor 
of such a tariff of duties as will raise 
revenue adequate to defray the ex- 
penses of the Federal Government, and 
to pay annual installments of our debt 
and the interest thereon. 

16. Resolved, That we inscribe on 
our banner, "Free Soil, Free Speech, 
Free Labor and Free Men," and under 
It we will fight on, and fight ever un- 
til a triumphant victory shall reward 
our exertions. 

RESULT OF ELECTION. 

The election resulted in a victory 
for the Whigs. Taylor and Filmore re- 
ceived 163 electoral votes; Cass and 
Butler, 127. 

The popular vote was: Whig, 1,360,-* 
601; Democrat, 1,220,544; Free Soil, 
291,263. 

President Taylor died July 9, 1850, 
when Millard Filmore succeded to 
the position of chief executive. 

Daniel Webster, Thomas Ewing and 
John J. Crittenden, who had been in 
Harrison's cabinet, were appointed to 
cabinet positions during this admin- 
istration. 

The slavery question was agitating 
the public mind throughout the nation, 
and in South Carolina a strong senti- 
ment in favor of secession prevailed. 

In September, 1850, a bill reported by 
Henry Clay and intended as a compro- 
mise measure, became a law. 

It prohibited slavery in the District 
of Columbia, and admitted California 
as a free State, but the measure pro- 
vided for the recovery of slaves by 
their masters, when they had escaped 
into a free state, and this law, known 
as the "Fugitive Slave Law," became 
the source of violent opposition in the 
northern states. 

In 1849 one million acres of land 
yrere granted to the Mobile and Ohio 
JBailroad Company, being the first puU* 



lie land grant of this character in the 
United States. 

During this administration the num- 
ber of Free Soilers in Congress reached 
eight in the House and two in the 
Senate. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1852. 

The Democrats at Baltimore, June 
1, 1852, nominated: For President, 
Franklin Pierce of New Hampshire; 
for Vice-President, William R. King 
of Alabama. 
DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1852. 

The first seven resolutions of the 
platform of 1848 were reaffirmed, with 
the follow4ng additions: 

8. Resolved, That it is the duty of 
every branch of the Government to 
enforce and practice the most rigid 
economy in conducting our i^ublic 
affairs, and that no more revenue 
ought to be raised than is required to 
defray the necessary expenses of the 
Government and for the gradual but 
certain extinction of the public debt 

9. Resolved, That Congress has no 
power to charter a National Bank; 
that we believe such an institution one 
of deadly hostility to the best interests 
of the country, dangerous to our re- 
publican institutions and the liberties 
of the people, calculated to place the 
business of the country within the con- 
trol of a concentrated money power, 
and above the laws and will of the 
people; and that the results of Demo- 
cratic legislation, in this and all other 
financial measures, upon which issues 
have been made between the two polit- 
ical parties of the coutry, have dem- 
onstrated to candid and practical men 
of all parties, their soundness, safety 
and utility in all business pursuits. 

10. Resolved, That the separation of^ 
the moneys of the Government fronT 
banking institutions is indispensable 
for the safety of the funds of the Gov- 
ernment and the rights of the people. 

11. Resolved, That the liberal prin- 
ciples embodied by Jefferson in the 
Declaration of Independence, and sanc- 
tioned iii the Constitution, which 
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make ours the land of liberty and 
the asylum of the oppressed of every 
nation, have ever been cardinal prin- 
ciples in the Democratic faith; and 
every attempt to abridge the privilege 
of becoming citizens and the owners 
of the soil among us ought to be re- 
sisted with the same spirit that swept 
the Alien and Sedition laws from our 
statute books. 

12. Resolved, That Congress has no 
power under the Constitution to inter- 
fere with, or control, the domestic in- 
stitutions of the several States, and 
that such States are the sole and prop- 
er judges of everything appertaining 
to their own affairs, not prohibited by 
the Constitution; that all efforts of the 
Abolitionists or others, made to induce 
Congress to interfere with questions 
of slavery, or to take incipient steps 
in relation thereto, are calculated to 
lead to the most alarming and danger- 
ous consequences; and that all such 
efforts have an inevitable tendency to 
diminish the happiness of the people, 
and endanger the stability and perma- 
nency of the Union, and ought not to 
be countenanced by any friend of our 
political institutions. 

13. Resolved, That the foregoing 
proposition covers, and is intended to 
embrace, the whole subject of slavery 
agitation in Congress; and, therefore, 
the Democratic party of the Union, 
standing on this national platform 
will abide by, and adhere to, a faithful 
execution of the acts knowq. as the 
Compromise measures settled by the 
last Congress, "the act for reclaiming 
fugitives from service labor" included; 
which act, being designed to carry 
out an express provision of the Con- 
stitution, cannot, with fidelity thereto, 
be repealed, nor so changed as to de- 
stroy or impair its efliclency. 

14. Resolved, That the Democratic 
party will resist all attempts at re- 
newing in Congress, or out of it, the 
agitation of the slavery question, un- 
der whatever shape or color the at- 
tempt may be made. 

15. Resolved, That the proceeds of 
the public lands ought to be sacredly 



applied to the National objects speci- 
fied in the Constitution; and that we 
are opposed to any law for the distri- 
bution of such proceeds among the 
States as alike inexpedient in iTolicy 
and repugnant to the Constitution. 

16. Resolved, That we are decid- 
edly opposed to taking from the Pres- 
ident the qualified veto power by 
which he is enabled, under restrictions 
and responsibilities amply sufllcient to 
guard the public interests, to suspend 
the passage of a bill whose merits 
cannot secure the approval of two- 
thirds of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives, until the judgment of 
the people can be obtained thereon, 
and which has saved the American 
people from the corrupt and tyranni- 
cal domination of the Bank of the 
United States, and from a co'rrupting 
system of general internal improve- 
ments. 

17. Resolved, That the Democratic 
party will faithfully abide by and up- 
hold the principles laid down in fhe. 
Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 
1792 and 1798, and in the report of 
Mr. Madison to the Virginia legisla- 
ture in 1799; that it adopts those prin- 
ciples as constituting one of the main 
foundations of its political creed, and 
is resolved to carry them out in their 
obvious meaning and import. 

18. Resolved, That the war with 
Mexico, upon all the principles of pa- 
triotism and the law of nations, was 
a just and necessary war on our part, 
in which no American' citizen should 
have shown himself opposed to his 
country, and neither morally nor phys- 
ically, by word or deed, given aid or 
comfort to the enemy. 

19. Resolved, That we rejoice at the 
restoration , of friendly relations with 
our sister Republic of Mexico, and 
earnestly desire for Jier all the bless- 
ings and prosperity which we enjoy 
under republican institutions, and we 
congratulate the American people on 
the results of that war which have so 
manifestly justified the policy and con- 
duct of the Democratic party, and in- 
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sured to the United States indemnity 
for the past and security for the fu- 
ture. 

20. Resolved, That, in view of the^ 
condition of popular institutions in the 
old world, a high and sacred duty is 
devolved with increased responsibility 
upon the Democracy of this country, 
as the party of the people, to uphold 
and maintain the rights of every State, 
and thereby the union of States, and 
'to sustain and advance among them 
Constitutional liberty by continuing 
to resist all monopolies and exclusive 
legislation for the benefit of the few 
at the expense of the many, and by a 
vigilant and constant adherence to 
those principles and compromises of 
the Constitution which are broad 
enough to embrace and uphold the 
Union as it is, and the Union as it 
should be, in the full expansion of the 
energies and capacity of this great and 
progressive people. 

The Whig convention met at Balti- 
more on June 16, 1852, and nominated 
for President, Winfield Scott of New 
York; for Vice-President, William A. 
Graham of North Carolina. 

WHIG PLATORM OF 1852. 

The Whigs of the United States, In 
convention assembled, adherfrig to the 
great conservative principles by which 
they are controlled and governed, and 
now as ever relying upon the intelli- 
gence of the American people, with an 
abiding confidence in their capacity for 
self-government and their devotion to 
the Constitution and the Union, do 
proclaim the following as the political 
sentiments and determination for the 
establishment and maintenance of 
which their national organization as a 
party was effected. 

1. The Government of the United 
States is of a limited character, and is 
confined to the exercise of powers ex- 
pressly granted by the Constitution 
and such as may be necessary and 
proper for carrying the granted pow- 
ers into full execution, and that powers 



not granted or necessarily implied are 
reserved to the States respectively and 
to the people. 

2. The State governmenits should be 
held secure to their reserved rights, 
and the General Government sustained 
in its Constitutional powers, and that 
the Union should be revered and 
watched over as the palladium of our 
liberties. 

3. That while struggling freedom 
everywhere enlists the warmest sym- 
pathy of the Whig party, we still ad- 
here to the doctrines of the Father of 
his Country, as aniiounced in his fare- 
well address, of keeping ourselves 
from all entangling alliances with for- 
eign countries, and of never quitting 
our own to stand upon foreign ground; 
that our mission as a republic is not 
to propagate our opinions, nor impose 
on other countries by our form of 
government, by artifice or force, but 
to teach by example, and show by our 
success, moderation and justice, the 
blessings of self-government, and the 
advantages of free institutions. 

4. That, as the people make and con- 
trol the Government, they should obey 
its Constitution, laws, and treaties as 
they would retain their self-respect and 
the respect which they claim and will 
enforce from foreign powers. 

5. {Governments should be conducted 
on the principles of the strictest econ- 
omy; and revenue sufficient for the 
expenses thereof, in time of peace, 
ought to bo derived mainly from a 
duty on imports, and not from direct 
taxes; and on laying such duties 
sound policy requires a just discrimi- 
nation, and, when practicable by spe- 
cific duties, whereby suitable encour- 
agement may be afforded to American 
industry, equality to all classes and to 
all portions of the country. 

6. The Constitution vests in Con- 
gress the power to open and repair 
harbors, and remove obstructions frona 
navigable rivers, whenever such im- 
provements are necessary for the com- 
mon defense, and for the protection 
and facility of commerce with foreign 
nations or among the States, said im- 
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provemeats being in every instance 
national and general in their charac- 
ter. 

7. The Federal and State govern- 
naents are parts of one system, alike 
necessary for the common prosperity, 
peace and security, and ought to be re- 
garded alike with a cordial, habitual 
and immovable attachment. Respect 
for the authority of each, and acquies- 
cence in the just Constitutional meas- 
ures of each, are duties required by the 
plainest considerations of National, 
State and individual welfare. 

8. That the series of acts of the 
32nd Congress, the act known as the 
Fugitive Slave Law, included, are re- 
ceived and acquiesced in by the Whig 
party of the United States as a settle- 
ment in principle and substance of 
the dangerous and exciting questions 
which they embrace, and so far as 
they are concerned, we will maintain 
them, and insist upon their strict en- 
forcement, until time and experience 
shall demonstrate the necessity of 
further legislation to guard against 
the evasion of the laws on the one 
hand and the abuse of their powers 
Dn the other — not impairing their pres- 
ent efficiency; and we deprecate all 
further agitation of the question thus 
settled as dangerous to our peace, and 
will discountenance all efforts to con- 
tinue or renew such agitation when- 
ever, wherever or. however the at- 
tempt may be made; and we will 
maintain the system as essential to 
the nationality of the Whig party and 
the integrity of the Union. 

The Free Soil convention was held 
at Pittsburg, Aug.- 11, 1852. 

John P. Hale of New Hampsire was 
nominated for President, and George 
W. Julian of Indiana for Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

FREE SOIL PLATFORM OF 1852. 

Having assembled in national con- 
vention as the free Democracy of the 
United States, united by a common re- 
solve to maintain right against wrong, 



and freedom against slavery; confid- 
ing in the intelJigence, patriotism and 
discriminating justice of the American 
people; putting our trurst in God for 
the triumph of our cause, and invoking 
His guidance in our endeavor to ad- 
vance it, we now submit to the can- 
did judgment of all men the following 
declaration of principles and meas- 
ures: 

1. That governments deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the 
governed, are instituted among men 
to secure to all those inalienable rights 
of life, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness, with which they are endowed 
by their Creator, and of which none 
can be deprived by valid legislation, 
except for crime. 

2. That the true mission of democ- 
racy is to maintain the liberties of the 
people, the sovereignty of the States, 
and the perpetuity of the Union by 
the impartial application to public af- 
fairs, without sectional discrimina- 
tions, of the fundamental principles 
of human rights, strict justice and an 
economical administration. 

3. That the Federal Government is 
one of limited powers, derived solely 
from the Constitution, and the grants 
of power therein ought to be strictly 
construed by all the departments and 
agents of the Government, and it is 
inexpedient and dangerous to exercise 
doubtful Constitutional powers. 

4. That the Constitution of the 
United States, ordained to form a more 
perfect union, to establish justice, and 
secure the blessings of liberty, ex- 
pressly denies to the General Govern- 
ment all power to deprive any person 
of life, liberty or property, without 
due process of law; and* therefore, the 
Government, having no more power 
to make a slave than to make a king, 
and no more power to establish slav- 
ery than to establish a monarchy, 
shoula at once proceed to relieve it- 
self from all responsibility for the ex- 
istence of slavery wherever it pos- 
sesses Constitutional power to legis- 
late for its extinction. 

5. That to the persevering and ini- 
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portunate demands of the slave power 
for more slave States, new slave Ter- 
ritories, and the nationalization of 
slavery, our distinct and final answer 
is— no more slave States, no slave Ter- 
ritory, no nationalized slavery, and no 
national legislation for the extradition 
of slaves 

6. That slavery is a sin against 
God, and a crime against man, which 
no human enactment or usage can 
make right; and that Christianity, 
humanity and patriotism alike demand 
its abolition. 

7. That the Fugitive Slave act of 
1850 is repugnant to the Constitution, 
to the principles of the common law, 
to the spirit of Christianity, and to 
the sentiments of the civilized world; 
we, therefore deny its binding force on 
the American people and demand its 
immediate and total repeal. 

8. That the doctrine that any human 
law is a finality, and not subject to 
modification or repair, is not in ac- 
cordance with the creed of the found- 
ers of our Government, and is danger- 
ous to the liberties of the people. 

9. That the acts of Congress, known 
as the compromise measures of 1850, 
by making the admission of a sover- 
eign State contingent upon the adop- 
tion of other measures demanded by 
the special interests of slavery; by 
their omission to guarantee freedom in 
the free Territories; by their attemt)t 
to impose unconstitutional limitations 
on the powers of Congress and the 
people to admit new States; by their 
provisions for the assumption of five 
millions of the State debt of Texas, 
and for the payment of five millions 
more, and the cession of large terri- 
tory to the same State under menace, 
as an inducement to the relinquish- 
ment of a groundless claim; and by 
their invasion of the sovereignty of 
the States and the liberties of the 
people, through the enactment of an 
unjust, oppressive, and unconstitu- 
tional fugitive slave law, are proved to 
be inconsistent with all the principlps 
and maxims of democracy, and wholly 
inadequate to the settlement of the 



questions of ^hich they are claimed to 
be an adjustment. 

10. That no permanent settlement 
of the slavery question can be looked 
for except in the practical recognition 
of the truth that slavery is sectional 
and freedom national; by the total 
separation of the General Government 
from slavery, and the exercise of its 
legitimate and Constitutional influ- 
ence on the side of freedom; and by- 
leaving to the States the whole sub- 
ject of slavery and the extradition of 
fugitives from service. 

11. That all men have a natural 
right to a portion of the soil; and that 
as the use of the soil is indispensable 
to life, the right of all men to the soil 
is as sacred as their right to life It- 
self. 

12. That the public lands of the 
United States belong to the people 
and should not be sold to Individuals 
nor granted to corporations, but 
should be held as a sacred trust for 
the benefit of the people, and should 
be granted in limited quantities, free 
of cost, to landless settlers. 

13. That due regard for the Fed- 
eral Constitution, a sound administra- 
tive policy, demand that the funds of 
the General Government be kept sep- 
arate from banking institutions; that 
inland and ocean postage should be 
reduced to the lowest possible point; 
that no more revenue should be raised 
than is required to defray the strictly 
necessary expenses of the public serv- 
ice and to pay off the public debt; 
and that the power and patronage of 
the Government should be diminislied 
by the abolition of all unnecessary of- 
fices, salaries and privileges, and by 
the election by the people of all civil 
ofllcers in the service of the United 
States, so far as may be consistent 
with the prompt and efllcient transac- 
tion of the public business. 

14. That river and harbor improve- 
ments, when necessary to the safety 
and convenience of commerce with for- 
o';?n nations, or among the several 
States, are objects of national con- 
cern; and it is the duty of Congress, 
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lu ia« exercise of its Constitutiop?] 
powers, to provide for the same. 

15. That emigrants and exiles from 
the old world should find a cordial 
welcome to homes of comfort and 
fields of enterprise in the new; and 
every attempt to abridge their privi- 
lege of becoming citizens and owners 
of soil among us ought to be resisted 
with infiexible determination. 

16. That every nation has a clear 
right to alter or change its own gov- 
ernment and to administer its own 
concerns in such manner as may best 
secufe the rights and promote the hap- 
piness of the people; and foreign inter- 
ference with that right is a dangerous 
violation of the law of nations, against 
which all independent governments 
should protest, and endeavor by all 
proper means to prevent; and especial- 
ly is it the duty of the American Gov- 
ernment, representing the chief repub- 
lic of the world, to protest against 
and by all proper means to prevent, 
the intervention of kings and empe- 
rors^ against nations seeking to estab- 
lish for themselves republican or con- 
stitutional governments. 

17. That the independence of Hayti 
ought to be recognized by our Gov- 
ernment, and our commercial relations 
with it placed on the footing of the 
most favored nations. 

18. That as by the Constitution, 
"the citizens of each State shall be en- 
titled to all the privileges and immuni- 
ties of citizens in the several States,*' 
the practice of imprisoning colored 
seamen of other States, while the ves- 
sels to which they belong lie in port, 
and refusing the exercise of the right 
to bring such cases before the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, to 
test the legality of such proceedings, 
is a flagrant violation of the Consti- 
tution, and an invasion of the rights 
of the citizens of other States, utterly 
inconsistent with the profession made 
by the slaveholders, that they wish the 
provisions of the Constitution faith- 
fully observed by every State in the 
Union. 

19. That we recommend the intro- 



di' *!on^ into All- treaties hereafter to 
be negotiated between ths United 
States and foreign nations, of some 
provision for the amicable settlement 
of difficulties by a resort to decisive 
arbitrations. 

20. That the Free Democratic party 
is not organized to aid either the Whig 
or Democratic wing of the great slave 
compromise party of the nation, but 
to defeat them both; and that repudi- 
ating and denouncing both as hope- 
lessly corrupt and utterly unworthy of 
confidence, the purpose of the Free 
Democracy is to take possession of the 
Federal Government and administer it 
for the better protection of the rights 
and interests of the whole people. 

21. That we inscribe on our banner 
Free Soil, Free Speech, Free Labor, 
and Free Men, and under it will fight 
on and fight ever, until a triumphant 
victory shall reward our exertions. 

22. That upon this platform the con- 
vention presents to the American peo- 
ple, as a candidate for the office of 
President of the United States, John 
P. Hale, of New Hampshire, and as a 
candidate for the office of Vice-Pres- 
ident of the United States George W. 
Julian, of Indiana, and earnestly com- 
mend them to the support of all free- 
men and all parties. 

The election resulted in a victory 
for Pierce and King, who received 254 
electoral votes, cast by 27 states, while 
Scott and Graham received only 42 
electoral votes, cast by the states of 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Kentucky 
and Tennessee. 

There were no electoral votes for the 
Free Soil ticket. 

Popular vote: Democrat 1,601,474, 
Whig 1,386,987, Free Soil 156,149. 

Vice-President King died April 18, 
1853, and Jesse D. Bright of Indiana, 
President of the Senate, became acting 
Vice-President. 

During this administration a reor- 
ganization of political parties occurred. 
The Whigs ceased to exist as a politi- 
cal factor and the slavery question be- 
came the dominant issue. 



In 1854 organization"W*'*fff5'' ant^ 
slavery element began under the name 
Republican, and by 1856 it was sec- 
ond in voting strength as a political 
party. 

A national party came into the po- 
litical field known as the American 
party, receiving the support of a se- 
cret organization whose members were 
called "Know Nothings," their motto 
being "Americans must rule America." 

This party in 1856 made a platform, 
and nominated a ticket that was in- 
dorsed by a Whig convention held in 
Baltimore, Sept. 13, 1856, which passed 
resolutions deploring the sectional 
strife to which the slavery question 
was leading, and urging the election of 
Millard Filmore, nominee of the 
American party. 

In 1854 a bill was passed which in 
effect repealed the Missouri compr9- 
mise and organized the territories of 
Kansas and Nebraska, leaving the 
question whether they should be slave 
or free to be determined in each terri- 
tory by the voters. 

This led to a bitter contest in Kan- 
sas between anti-slavery men of the 
North and pro-slavery men of the 
South, each being determined to win. 

Hostile encounters and lawless vio- 
lence was a natural result, and Kansas 
was the scene of a bloody strife for 
several years. 

Armed bands from Missouri would 
drive Free Soil voters from tlie polls, 
force an illegal count of ballots, and 
try to secure a territorial government 
favorable to slavery. 

Throughout the entire nation tho 
slavery question was the all-absorbing 
political topic. 



CAMPAIGN OF 1856. 

The Republicans met in national 
convention at Philadelphia, June 17, 
1856, and nominated: For President, 
John C. Fremont of California; for 
Vice-President, William L. Dayton of 
New York. 



ltTS**4ft«firtS^*A.XTF0ilM OF 1856. 

This convention of delegates, assem- 
bled in pursuance of a call addressed 
to the people of the United States, 
without regard to past political dif- 
ferences or divisions, who are opposed 
to the repeal of the Missouri Compro- 
mise, to the policy of the present ad- 
ministration, to the extension of slav- 
ery into free territory; in favor of ad- 
mitting Kansas as a free State, of re- 
storing the action of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to the principles of Washing- 
ton and Jefferson; and who propose to 
unite in presejiting candidates for. the 
offices of President and Vice-Preeident, 
do resolve as f|511ows: 

Resolved, That the maintenance of 
the principles 'promulgated in the De- 
claration of Independence, and em- 
bodied in the Federal Constitution, is 
essential to the preservation of our 
Republican institutions, and that the 
Federal Constitution, the rights of the 
States, and the Union of the States 
shall be preserved. 

Resolved, That with our republican 
fathers we hold it to be a «elf-evident 
truth that all men are endowed with 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness, and tliat 
the primary object and ulterior design 
of our Federal Government were to se- 
cure these rights to all persons within 
its exclusive jurisdiction; that as our 
republican fathers, when they had 
abolished slavery in all our national 
territory, ordained that no person 
should be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law, 
*t becomes our duty to maintain this 
nrovision of the Constitution against 
all attempts to violate it for the pur- 
pose of establishing slavery in any 
Territory of the United States, by posi- 
tive legislation, prohibiting its exis- 
tence or extension therein. That we 
deny the authority of Congress, of a 
territorial -legislature, of any individ- 
ual or association of individuals, to 
give existence tO' slavery in any Terri- 
tory of the United States, while the 
present Constitution shall be main- 
tained. 
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Resolved, That the Constitution con- 
fers upon Congress sovereign power 
over the Territories of the United 
States for their government, and that 
in the exercise of this power it is hath 
the right and the imperative duty of 
Congress to prohibit in the Territories 
those twin relics of barbaFism, poly- 
gamy and slavery. 

Resolved, That while the Constitu- 
tion of the United States was ordained 
and established in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquility, provide for 
the common defense, promote the gen- 
eral welfare, and secure the blessings 
of liberty, and contains ample provis- 
ions for the protection of the life, lib- 
erty andproperty of every citizen, the 
dearest Constitutional rights of the 
people of Kansas have been fraudu- 
lently and violently taken from them; 
their Territory has been invaded by 
an armed force; spurious and pretend- 
ed legislative, judicial and executive 
officers have been set oVer them, by 
whose usurped authority, sustained by 
the military power of the Government, 
tyrannical and unconstitutional laws 
have been enacted and enforced; the 
rights of the people to keep and bear 
arms have been infringed; test oaths 
of an extraordinary and entangling 
nature have been imposed, as a con- 
dition of exercising the right of suf- 
frage and holding office; the right of 
an accused person to a' speedy and pub- 
lic trial by an impartial jury has been 
denied; the right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers 
and effects against unreasonable 
searches find seizures, has been vio- 
lated; they have been deprived of life, 
liberty and property without due pro- 
cess of law; that the freedom of speech 
and of the press has been abridged; 
that the right to choose their repre- 
sentatives has been made of no effect; 
murders, robberies and arsons have 
been instigated or encouraged, and the 
offenders have been allowed to go un- 
punished; that all these things have 
been done with the knowledge, sanc- 
tion and procurement of the present 



national administration, and that for 
this high crime against the Constitu- 
tion, the Union and humanity, we ar- 
raign the administration, the Presi- 
dent, his advisers, agents, supporters, 
apologists' and accessories, eitner be- 
fore or after the facts, before the coun- 
try and before the world, and that it 
is our fixed purpose to bring the actual 
perpetrators of these atrocious out- 
rages, and their accomplices, to a sure 
and condign punishment hereafter. 

Resolved, That Kansas should be im- 
mediately admitted as a State of the 
Union with her present free Constitu- 
tion, as at once the most effectual way 
of securing to her citizens the enjoy- 
ment of the rights and privileges to 
which they are entitled, and of ending 
the civil strife now raging in her ter- 
ritory. 

Resolved, That the highwayman's 
plea that "might makes right,'* em- 
bodied in the Ostend Circular, was in 
every respect unworthy of American 
diplomacy, and would bring shame and 
dishonor upon any government or peo- 
ple who gave it their sanction. 

Resolved, That a railroad to the Pa- 
cific ocean, by the most central and 
practicable route, is imperatively de- 
manded by the interests of the whole 
country, and that the Federal Govern- 
ment ought to render immediate and 
efficient aid in its construction, and, 
as an auxiliary thereto, the immediate 
construction of an emigrant route on 
the line of the railroad. 

Resolved, That appropriations of 
Congress for the improvement of riv- 
ers and harbors of a national charac- 
ter, required for the accommodation 
and security of existing commerce, are 
authorized by the Constitution, and 
justified by the obligation of the gov- 
ernment to protect the lives and prop- 
erty of citizens. 

Resolved, That we invite the affilia- 
tion and co-operation of the men of 
all parties, however differing from us 
in other respects, in support of the 
principles herein declared; and be- 
lieving that the spirit of our institu- 
tions, as well as the Constitution of 
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our country, guarantees liberty of con- 
science and equality of rights among 
citizens, we oppose all prospective leg- 
islation affecting their security. 



The American party held a conven- 
tion in Philadelphia, Feb. 21, 1856, and 
nominated Millard Filmore of New 
York for President, and Andrew J. 
Donelson of Tennessee for Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

AMERICAN PARTY PLATFORM. 

1. An humble acknowledgement to 
the Supreme Being for His protecting 
care vouchsafed to our fathers in their 
successful revolutionary struggle, and 
hitherto manifested to us, their des- 
cendants, in the preservation of the 
liberties, the independence, and the 
union of these States. 

2. The perpetuation of the Federal 
Union and Constitution as the palla- 
dium of our civil and religious liber- 
ties, and the only sure bulwarks of 
American independence. 

3. Americans must rule America; 
and to this end native-born citizens 
should be selected for all State, Fed- 
eral and municipal offices of govern- 
ment employment, in preference to all 
others. Nevertheless, 

4. Persons born of American parents 
residing temporarily abroad, should be 
entitled to all the rights of native-born 
citizens. 

5. No person should be selected for 
political station (whether of native or 
foreign birth), who recognizes any al- 
legiance or obligation of any descrip- 
tion to any foreign prince, potentate, 
or power, or who refuses to recognize 
the Federal and State Constitutions 
(each within its sphere) as paramount 
to all other laws, as rules of political 
action. 

6. The unequaled recognition and 
maintenance of the reserved rights of 
the several States, and the cultivation 
of harmony and fraternal good- will be- 
tween the citizens of the several 
States, and to this end, non-interfer- 
ence by Congress with questions ap- 



pertaining solely to the individual 
States, and non-intervention by each 
State with- the affairs of any other 
State. 

7. The recognition of the right of 
native-born and naturalized citizens of 
the United States, permanently resid- 
ing in any Territory thereof, to frame 
their Constitution and laws, and to 
regulate their domestic and social af- 
fairs in their own mode, subject only 
to the provisions of the Federal Consti- 
tution, with the privilege of admission 
into the Union whenever they have the 
requisite population for one Represen- 
tative in Congress: Provided, always, 
that none but those who are citizens 
of the United States under the Consti- 
tution and laws thereof, and who have 
a fixed residence in any such Territory, 
ought to participate in the formation 
of the Constitution or in the enactment 
of laws for said Territory or State. 

8. An enforcement of the principle 
that no State or Territory ought to ad- 
mit others than citizens to the right 
of suffrage or of holding political of- 
fices of the United States. 

9. A change in the laws of naturali- 
zation, making a continued residence' 
of twenty-one years. Of all not hereto- 
fore provided for, an indispensable re- 
quisite for citizenship hereafter, and 
excluding all paupers and persons con- 
victed of crime from landing upon our 
shores; but no interference with the 
vested rights of foreigners. 

10. Opposition to any union between 
church and state; no interference with 
religious faith or worship; and no test 
oaths for office. 

11. Free and thorough investigation 
into any and all alleged abuses of pub- 
lic functionaries, and a strict economy 
in public expenditures. 

12. The maintenance and enforce- 
ment of all laws constitutionally enact- 
ed, until said laws shall be repealed, 
or shall be decared null and void by 
competent judicial authority. 

13. Opposition to the reckless and 
unwise policy of the present adminis- 
tration in the general management of 
our national affairs, and more espe- 
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cially as shown in removing "Ameri- 
cans" (by designation) and conserva- 
tives in principle, from office, and plac- 
ing foreigners and ultraists in their 
places; as shown in a truckling sub- 
serviency to the stronger, and an in- 
solent and cowardly bravado towards 
the weaker powers; as shown in re- 
opening sectional agitation, by the re- 
peal of the Missouri Compromise; as 
shown in granting to unnaturalized 
foreigners the right of suffrage in 
Kansas and Nebraska; as shown in its 
vacillating course on the Kansas and 
Nebraska qu'estion; as shown in the 
corruptidns which pervade some of the 
departments of the Government; as 
shown in disgracing meritorious naval 
oflacers through prejudice or caprice; 
and as shown in the blundering mis- 
management of our foreign relations. 

14. Therefore, to remedy existing 
evils and prevent the disastrous conse- 
quences otherwise resulting therefrom, 
we would build up the "American 
Party" upon the principles hereinbe- 
fore stated. 

15. That each State council should 
have authority to amend their several 
constitutions, so as to abolish the sev- 
eral degrees and substitute a pledge of 
honor, instead of other obligations, for 
fellowship and admission into the 
party. 

16. A free and open discussion of all 
political principles embraced in our 
platform. 

The Democratic convention met at 
Cincinnati, June 2, 1856, and nomi- 
nated: For President, James Buch- 
anan of Pennsylvania; for Vice-Presi- 
dent, John C. Breckinridge of Ken- 
tucky. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1856. 

Resolved, That the American Democ- 
racy place their trust in the intelli- 
gence, the patriotism, and the discrim- 
inating justice of the American people. 

Resolved, That we regard this as a 
distinctive feature of our political 
creed, which we are proud to maintain 



before the world as a great moral ele- 
ment in a form of government spring- 
ing from and upheld by the popular 
will; and we contract it with the creed 
and practice of federalism, under what- 
ever name or form, which seeks to 
-palsy the will of the constituent, and 
which conceives no imposture too mon- 
strous for the popular credulty. 

Resolved, Therefore, That entertain- 
ing these views, the Democratic party 
of this Union, through their delegates 
assembled in national convention, 
coming together in a spirit of concord, 
of devotion to the doctrines and faith 
of a free representative government, 
and appealing to their fellow citizens 
for the recitude of their intentions, re- 
new and reassert before the American 
people^ the declaration of principles 
avowed by them, on former occasions, 
in general convention, they have pre- 
sented their candidates for the popular 
suffrage. 

(Here resolutions 1 to 4 inclusive, 
from platform of 1840 were inserted.) 

5. Resolved, That it is the duty of 
every branch of the Government to en- 
force and practice the most rigid 
economy in conducting our public af- 
fairs, and that no more revenue ought 
to be raised than is requir«fl to defray 
the necessary expenses of the Govern- 
ment and for the gradual but certain 
extinction of the public debt. 

6. Resolved, That the proceeds of the 
public lands ought to be sacredly ap- 
plied to the National objects specified 
in the Constitution; and that we are 
opposed to any law for the distribu- 
tion of such proceeds among the States 
as alike inexpedient in policy and re- 
pugnant to the Constitution. 

7. Resolved, That Congress has no 
power to charter a National Bank; 
that we believe such an institution one 
of deadly hostility to the best inter- 
ests of the country, dangerous to our 
republican institutions and the liber- 
ties of the people, calculated to place 
the business of the country within the 
control of a concentrated money power 
and above the laws and will of the peo- 
ple; and that the results of Demo- 
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cratic legislation, in this and all other 
financial measures, upon which issues 
have been made between the two po- 
litical parties of * the country, have 
demonstrated to candid and practical 
men of all parties, their soundness, 
safety and utility in all business pur- 
suits. 

8. Resolved, That the separation of 
the moneys of the Government from 
banking institutions is indispensable 
for the safety of the funds of the Gov- 
ernment and the rights of the people. 

9. Resolved, That we are decidedly 
opposed to taking from the President 
the qualified veto power by which he is 
enabled, under restrictions and respon- 
sibilities amply suflacient to guard the 
public interests, to suspend the passage 
of a bill whose merits cannot secure 
the approval of two-thirds of the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives, un- 
til the judgment of the people can be 
obtained thereon, and which has saved 
the American people from the corrupt 
and tyrannical domination of the Bank 
of the United States, and from a cor- 
rupting system of internal improve- 
ments- 

10. Resolved, Thsct the liberal prin- 
ciples embodied by Jefferson in the 
Declaration of Independence, and sanc- 
tioned in the Constitution, which 
makes ours the land of liberty and the 
asylum of the oppressed of every na- 
tion,, have ever been cardinal princi- 
ples in the Democratic faith; and ev- 
ery attempt to abridge the privilege of 
becoming citizens and the owners of 
the soil among us ought to be resisted 
with the same spirit that swept the 
Allen and Sedition laws from our 
statute books. 

And Whereas, since the foregoing 
declaration , was uniformly adopted by 
our predecessors in national conven- 
tions, an adverse, political and relig- 
ious test has been secretly organized 
by a party claiming to be exclusively 
Americans, and it is proper that the 
American Democracy should clearly 
define its relation thereto; and declare 
its determined opposition to all secret 



political societies, by whatever name 
they may be called. 

Resolved, That the foundation of the 
Union of States having been laid in, 
and its prosperity, expansion and pre- 
eminent example in free government 
built upon, entire freedom of matters 
of religious concernment, and no re- 
spect of persons in regard to rank or 
place of birth, no party can justly be 
deemed National, Constitutional, or in 
accordance with American principles, 
which bases its exclusive organization 
upon religious opinions and accidental 
birth-place. And hence a political cru- 
sade in the nineteenth century, and 
in the United States of America, 
against Catholics and foreign-born, is 
neither justified by the past history or 
future prospects of the country, nor in 
unison with the spirit of toleration 
and enlightened freedom which pecu- 
liarly distinguishes the American sys- 
tem of popular government. 

Resolved, That we reiterate with re- 
newed energy of purpose the well con- 
sidered declarations of former conven- 
tions upon the sectional issue of do- 
mestic slavery, and concerning the re- 
served rights of the States — 

1. That Congress has no power un- 
der the Constftution to interfere with, 
or control the domestic institutions of 
the several States, and that such States 
are the sole and proper judges of ev- 
erything appertaining to their own 
affairs, not prohibited by the Constitu- 
tion; that all efforts of the Abolition- 
ists or others, made to induce Congress 
to interfere with questions of slavery, 
or to take incipient steps in relation 
thereto, are calculated to lead to the 
most alarming and dangerous conse- 
quences; and that all such efforts have 
an inevitable tendency to diminish the 
happiness of the people, and endanger 
the stability and permanency of the 
Union, and ought not to be counten- 
anced by any friend of our political in- 
stitutions. 

2. That the foregoing proposition 
covers, and was intended to embrace, 
the whole subject of slavery agitation 
in Congress; and, therefore, the Demo- 
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cratic party of the Union, standing on 
this national platform, will abide by, 
and adhere to, a faithful execution of 
the acts known as the Compromose 
measures settled by the Congress of 
1850, "the act for reclaiming fugitives 
from service labor" included; which 
act, being designed to carry out an 
express provision of the Constitution, 
cannot, with fidelity thereto, be re- 
pealed, or so changed as to destroy or 
impair its efficiency. 

3. That the Democratic party will 
resist all attempts at renewing in Con- 
gress, or out of it, the agitation of the 
slavery question, under whatever 
shape or color the attempt may he 
made. 

4. That the Democratic party will 
faithfully abide by and uphold the 
principles laid down in the Kentucky 
and Virginia resolutions of 1798, and 
in the report of Mr. Madisoif to the 
Virginia legislature In 1799; that it 
adopts those principles as constituting 
one of the main foundations of its po- 
litical creed, and is resolved to carry 
them out in their obvious meaning and 
import. 

And that we may more distinctly 
meet the issue, on which a sectional 
party, subsisting exclusively on slav- 
ery agitation, now relies to test the 
fidelity of the people, North and South, 
to the Constitution and the Union. 

1. Resolved, That claiming fellow- 
ship with and desiring the co-opera- 
tion of all who regard the preservation 
of the Union under the Constitution as 
the paramount issue, and repudiating 
all sectional parties and platforms con- 
cerning domestic slavery which seek 
to embroil the state and incite to trea- 
son and armed resistance to law in 
the Territories, and whose avowed pur- 
pose, if consummated, must end in 
civil war and disunion, the American 
Democracy recognize and adopt the 
principles contained in the organic 
laws establishing the Territories of 
Nebraska and Kansas, as embodying 
the only sound and safe solution 
of the slavery question, upon which 
'the great national idea of the people 



of this whole country can repose in its 
determined conservation of the Union, 
and non-interference of Congress with 
slavery in the Territories or in the 
District of Columbia. 

2. That this was the basis of the 
compromise of 1850, confirmed by both 
the, Democratic and Whig parties in 
national conventions, ratified by the 
people in the election of 1852, and 
rightly applied to the organization of 
the Territories In 1854. 

3. That by the uniform application 
'of this Democratic principle to the 
organization of Territories and the ad- 
mission of new States, with or without 
domestic slavery, as they may elect, 
the equal rights of all the States will 
be preserved intact, the original com- 
pacts of the Constitution maintained 
inviolate, and the perpetuity and ex- 
pansion of the Union insured to its ut- 
most capacity of jembracing, in peace 
and harmony, every future American 
State that may be constituted or an- 
nexed with a republican form of gov- 
ernment. 

Resolved, That we recognize the 
right of the people of all the Terri- 
tories, including Kansas and Nebraska, 
acting through the legally and fairly 
expressed will of the majority of the 
actual residents, and whenever the 
number of their inhabitants justifies it, 
to form a Constitution, with or with- 
out domestic slavery, and be admitted 
into the Union upon terms of perfect 
equality with the other States. 

Resolved, That in view of the con- 
dition of the popular institutions in 
the old world (and the dangerous ten- 
dencies of sectional agitation, com- 
bined with the attempt to enforce civil 
and religious disabilities against the 
rights of acquiring and enjoying citi- 
zenship in our own land), a high and 
sacred duty is devolved, with increased 
responsibility, upon the Democratic 
party of this country, as the party of 
the Union, to uphold and maintain the 
rights of every State, and thereby the 
union of States, and to sustain and ad- 
vance among us Constitutional liberty, 
by continuing to resist all monopolies 
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and exclusive legislation for the bene- 
fit of the few at the expense of the 
many, and by .a vigilant and constant 
adherence to those prio^^iples and com- 
promises of the Constitution which are 
broad enough and strong enough to 
embrace and uphold the Union as it 
was, the Union as it is, and the Union 
as it shall be, in the full expansion 
of the energies and capacity of this 
great and progressive people. 

1. Resolved, That there are ques- 
tions connected with the foreign policy 
of this country which are inferior to 
no doinestir. questions whatever. The 
time has come for the people of the 
United States to declare themselves in 
favor of free seas and progressive free 
trade throughout the world, and by 
solemn manifestations, to place their 
moral influence at the side of their 
successful example. 

2. Resolved, That our geographical 
and political position with reference to 
other States of this continent, no less 
than the interest of our commerce and 
the development of our growing power, 
requires that we should hold sacred 
the principles involved in the Monroe 
Doctrine. Their bearing and import 
admit of no misconstruction, and 
should be applied with unbending rig- 
idity. 

3. Resolved, That the great highway 
which nature, as well as the assent of 
States most immediately interested in 
its maintenance, has marked out for 
free communication between the At- 
lantic and Pacific oceans, constitutes 
one of the most important achieve- 
ments realized by the spirit of modern 
times, in the unconquerable energy of 
our people; and that result should be 
secured by a timely and eflacient exer- 
tion of the control which we have the 
right to claim over it; and no power 
on earth should be suffered to impede 
or clog its progress by any interference 
with relations it may suit our policy 
to establish between our Government 
and the governments of the States 
within whose dominions it lies; we 
can under no circumstances surrender 



our preponderance in the adjustment 
of all questions arising out of it 

4. Resolved, That in view of so com- 
manding an interest, the people of the 
United States cannot but sympathize 
with the efforts which are being made 
by the people of Central America to 
regenerate that por^on of the conti- 
nent which covers the passage across 
the inter-oceanic isthmus. 

5. Resolved, That the Democratic 
party will expect of the next admin- 
istration that every proper eftort be 
made to insure our ascendency to the 
Gulf of Mexico, and to maintain per- 
manent protection to the great outlets 
through which are emptied into its 
waters the products raised out of the 
soil and the commodities created by 
the industry of the people of our west- 
ern valleys and of the Union at large. 

6. Resolved, That the Democratic 
party recognize the great importance 
in a political and commercial point of 
view, of a safe and speedy communi- 
cation by military and postal roads, 
through our own territory between the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts of this JJn- 
ion, and that it is the duty of the Fed- 
eral Government to exercise promptly 
all its constitutional power for the at- 
tainment of that object. 

7. Resolved, That the administration 
of Franklin Pierce has been true to 
Democratic principles, and, therefore, 
true to the great interests of the coun- 
try; in the face of violent opposition 
it has maintained the laws at home 
and vindicated the rights of American 
citizens abroad, and, therefore, we pro- 
claim our unqualified admiration of its 
measures and policy. 

RESULTS OF ELECTION OF 1856. 

Buchanan and Breckinridge received 
174 electoral votes; Fremont ahd Day- 
ton, 114; Filmore and Donelson, 8. 

The Popular vote was: Democratic 
1,838,169, Republican 1,341,264, and 
American Party, 874,534. 

The struggle in Kansas between the 
pro-slavery men and the anti-slavery 
men continued and John Brown be- 
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came prominent as a resolute and de- 
termined free state leader. 

He finally, organized a company of 
21 associates and captured the United 
States arsenal at Harper's Ferry and 
and madly attempted to excite the 
slaves of the locality to revolt and arm 
themselves to secure their freedom. 

Brown and his band were easily over- 
powered; thirteen of them were killed 
and only two escaped, while he and six 
of his followers were taken prisoners, 
tried at Charleston, Va., committed 
and hung. 

His move did not receive hearty in- 
dorsement in the North, yet helped to 
excite the public mind, and before the 
campaign of 1860 opened the most bit- 
ter feelings existed between the two 
sections of the country on the slavery 
question. 

The Dred Scott decision, which was 
rendered by the Supreme Court in 
1857, helped to increase the feeling 
of opposition to the party in power 
and to increase the bitterness of sec- 
tional strife, 

Dred Scott had gone with his master 
into free northern states, and resided 
outside of slave territory for nearly 
five years; married in Minnesota an- 
other of his master's slaves, and with 
a child born on free soil, returned to 
Missouri, where he ten years later, 
after his master's death, brought suit 
which involved the question of his 
freedom, winning the case in the lower 
court, but the final decision in the Su- 
preme Court, besides refusing him and 
his family their liberty, declared that 
no colored person could be recognized 
as a citizen and that "they had no 
rights which white persons were bound 
to respect." 

The court went further and declared 
the Missouri Compromise void and 
that Congress had no right to exclude 
slavery from any territory. 

In 1857 the banks produced another 
panic and an era of bankruptcy and 
financial disaster, by suspending pay- 
ment of their debts to depositors and 
other creditors. 

As anti-slavery sentiment spread in 



the North a sentiment in favor of se- 
cession and "states rights" was taking 
firm hold of the South, and before the 
close of this administration the initia- 
tory moves were completed which led 
to the four years' war which imme- 
diately followed. 

CAMPAIGN OP 1860. 

The Republican convention met at 
Chicago on May 16, 1860. Abraham 
Lincoln of Illinois was nominated for 
President, and Hannibal Hamlin of 
Maine for Vice-President. 

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1860. 

Resolved, That we, the delegated 
representatives of the Republican elec- 
tors of the United States, in conven- 
tion assembled, in discharge of the 
duty we owe to our constituents an" 
our country, unite in the followir 
declarations: on- 

1. That the history of the natUhe 
during the last four years, has Ifntry 
established the propriety and neces de- 
of the organization and perpetuatioie 
of the Republican party, and that the 
causes which called it into existence 
are permanent in their nature, and 
now more than ever before, demand 
its peaceful and Constitutional tri- 
umph. 

2. That the maintenance of the prin- 
ciples promulgated in the Declaration 
of Independence and embodied in the 
Federal Constitution, "That all men 
are created equal; that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain 
in/ilienable rights; that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness; that to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted among 
men, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed," Is essen- 
tial to the preservation of our republi- 
can institutions; and that the Federal 
Constitution, the rights of the States, 
and the Union of the States, must and 
shall be preserved. 

3. That to the Union of the States 
this nation owes its unprecedented in- 
crease in population, its surprising 
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development of material resources, its 
rapid augmentation of wealth, its hap- 
piness at home and its honor abroad; 
and we. hold in abhorrence all schemes 
for disunion, come from whatever 
source they may; and we congratulate 
the country that no Republican mem- 
ber of Congress has uttered or coun- 
tenanced the threats of disunion so 
often made by Democratic members 
without rebuke and with applause 
from their political associates; and we 
denounce those threats of disunion, 
in case of a popular overthrow of their 
ascendency, as denying the vital prin- 
ciples of free government, and as an 
avowal of contemplated treason, which 
it is the imperative duty of an indig- 
nant people sternly to rebuke and for- 
ever silence. 

4. That the maintenance inviolate of 
^le rights of the States, and especially 

•e right of each State to order and 
"trol its own domestic institutions 
^'^Jbrding to its own judgment exclu- 
o^My, is essential to that balance of 
^^«rs on which the perfection and 
furance of our political fabric de- 
fends; and we denounce the lawless 
invasion, by armed force, of the soil 
of any State or Territory, no matter 
under what pretext, as among the 
gravest of crimes. 

5. That the present Democratic ad- 
ministration has far exceeded our 
worst apprehension, in its measureless 
subserviency to the exactions of a sec- 
tional interest; as especially evinced 
in its desperate exertions to force the 
infamous Lecompton constitution upon 
the protesting people of Kansas; in 
construing the personal relations be- 
tween master and servant to involve 
an unequalified property in persons; 
in Its attempted enforcement, every- 
where, on land and sea, through the 
intervention of Congress and of the 
Federal courts, of the extreme preten- 
sions of a purely local interest; and 
in its general and unvarying abuse of 
the power entrusted to it by a confid- 
ing people. 

6. That the people justly view with 
alarm the reckless extravagance which 



pervades every department of the 
Federal Government; that a return to 
rigid economy and accountability is in- 
dispensable to arrest the systenatic 
plunder of the public treasury by fav- 
ored partisans; while the recent start- 
ling developments of frauds and cor- 
ruptions at the Federal metropolis, 
show that an entire change of .admin- 
istration is imperatively demanded. 

7. That the new dogma, that the 
Constitution, of its own force, carries 
slavery into any or all of the Territo- 
ries of the United States, Is a danger- 
ous political heresy, at variance with 
the explicit provisions of the instru- 
ment itself, with contemporaneous ex- 
position, and with legislative and judi- 
cial prece<lent — is revolutionary in its 
tendency, and subversive of the peace 
and harmony of the country. 

8. That the normal condition of all 
the territory of the United States is 
that of freedom; that as our republi- 
can fathers, when they had abolished 
slavery in all our national territory, 
ordained that "no person shall be de- 
prived of life, liberty or property, 
without due process of law," it be- 
comes our duty by legislation, when- 
ever such legislation is necessary, to 
maintain this provision of the Consti- 
tution against all attempts to violate 
it; and we deny the authority of Con- 
gress, of a Territorial legislature, or 
of any individuals, to give legal exist- 
ence to slavery in any Territory of the . 
United States. 

9. That we brand the recent reopen- 
ing of the African slave trade, under 
the cover of our national flag, aided by 
perversions of judicial power, as a 
crime against humanity and a burning 
shame to our country and age; and we 
call upon Congress to take prompt and 
efiicient measures for the total and 
final suppression of that execrable 

^traffic. 

10. That in the recent vetoes, by 
their Federal governors, of the acts of 
the legislatures of Kansas and Ne- 
braska, prohibiting slavery in those 
Territories, we find a practical illustra- 
tion of the boasted Dembcratic princi- 
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pie of non-intervention and popular 
sovereignty, embodied in the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill, and a demonstration of 
the deception and fraud involved 
therein. i 

11. That Kansas should, of right, be 
immediately admitted as a State under 
the Constitution recently lormed and 
ad(«)ted by her people, and accepted by 
the House of Representatives. 

12. That, while providing revenue 
for the support of the General goviarn- 
ment by duties on imports, sound pol- 
icy requires such an adjustment of 
these imports as to encourage the de- 
velopment of the industrial interest of 
the whole country; and we commend 
that policy of national exchanges 
which secures to the worfcing men lib- 
eral wages, to agriculture remunera- 
tive prices, to mechanics and manu- 
facturers an adequate reward for their 
skill, labor, and enterprise, andr to the 
nation commercial prosperity and in- 
dependence. 

13. That we protest against any sale 
or alienation to others of J:lie public 
lands held by actual settlers, and 
•against any view of the homestead pol- 
icy which regards the settlers as pau- 
pers or suppliants for public bounty; 
and we demand the passage by Con- 
gress of the complete and satisfactory 
homestead measure which has already 
passed the House. 

14. That the Republican party is op- 
' posed to any change in our naturaliza- 
tion laws, or any State legislation by 
which the rights of citizenship hither- 
to accorded to emigrants from foreign 
lands shall be abridged or impaired; 
and in favor of giving a full and efla- 
cient protection to the rights of all 
classes of citizens, whether native or 
naturalized, both at home and abroad. 

1.5. That appropriations by Congress 
for river and harbor improvements of 
a national character, required for the 
accommodation and security of an ex- 
isting commerce, are authorized by the 
Constitution, and justified by the obli- 
V gations of government to protect the 
. lives and property of its citizens. 

16. That a railroad to the Pacific 



ocean is irpperatively demanded by the 
interest of the whole country; that the 
Federal Government ought to render 
immediate and efficient aid in its con- 
struction; and that as preliminary 
thereto, a daily overland mail should 
be promptly established. 

17. Finally having thus set forth our 
distinctive principles and views, we in- 
vite the co-operation of all citizens, 
however differing on other questions, 
who substantially agree with us in our 
affirmance and support. 

The American party, now called the 
Constitutional Union party, held a 
convention in Baltimore, May 19, and 
nominated John Bell of Tennessee for 
President, and Edward Kverett of 
Massachusetts for Vice-President 

CONSTITUTIONAL UNION PLAT- 
FORM. 

Whereas, Experience has demon- 
strated that platforms adopted by the 
partisan conventions of the country 
have had the effect to mislead and de- 
ceive the people, and at the same time 
to widen the political divisions of the 
country, by the elevation and encour- 
agement of geographical and sectional 
parties; therefore, 

Resolved, That it is both the part of 
patriotism and of duty to recognize 
no political principfles other than the 
Constitution of the country, the Union 
of the States, and the enforcement of 
the Laws; and that as representatives 
of the Constitutional Union men of the 
country, in national convention as- 
sembled, we hereby pledge ourselves 
to maintain, protect, and defend, sep- 
arately and unitedly, these great prin- 
ciples of public liberty and national 
safety against all enemies at home and 
abroad, believing that thereby peaca 
may once more be restored to the 
country, the rights of the people and 
of the States re-established, and the 
Government again placed in that con- 
dition of justice, fraternity, and equal- 
ity, which, under the example and 
Constitution of our fathers, has sol- 
emnly bound every citizen of the 
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United States to maintain a more per- 
fect union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general 
welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity. 

The Democratic national convention 
met at Charleston, S. C, on April 23, 
1860, but after a long, animated dis- 
cussion between the two factions, one 
representing the ultra southern wing 
of the party and the other the north- 
ern Democracy, the convention split 
and the southern wing adopted a plat- 
form. Both factions adjourned to meet 
at Baltimore in June. 

The northern Democrats met June 
18, in Baltimore and nominated 
Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois for 
President, and Herschel V. Johnson of 
Georgia for Vice-President, and adopt- 
ed the following platform: 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OP 1860 
(DOUGLAS). 

1. Resolved, That we, the Democracy 
of the Union, in convention assembled, 
hereby declare our afllrmance of the 
resolutions unanimously adopted and 
declared as a platform of principles by 
the Democratic convention at Cincin- 
nati, in the year 1856, believing that 
Democratic principles are unchange- 
able in their nature when applied to 
the same subject matters; and we re- 
commend, as the only further resolu- 
tions, the following: 

Inasmuch as differences of opinion 
exist in the Democratic party as to the 
nature and extent of the powers of a 
Territorial legislature, and as to the 
powers and duties of Congress, under 
the Constitution of the United States, 
over the institution of slavery within 
the Territories. 

2. Resolved, That the Democratic 
party will abide by the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States on 
the question of Constitutional law. 

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of the 
United States to afford ample and com- 
plete protection to all its citizens. 



and 



whether at home or abroad, 
whether native or foreign. "^ 

^ 4. Resolved, That one of the necessi- 
ties of the age, in a military, commer- 
cial, and postal point of view is speedy 
communication between the Atlantic 
and Pacific States; and the Democratic 
party pledge such Constitutional Gov- 
ernment aid as will insure the con- 
Atruction of a railroad to the Pacific 
Vcoast at the earlest practicable period. 

5. Resolved, That the Democratic 
party are in favor of the acquisition 
of the island of Cuba, on such terms as 
shall be honorable to ourselves and 
Just to Spain. 

6. Resolved, That the enactments of 
State legislatures to defeat the faithful 
execution of the Fugitive Slave law 
are hostile in character, subversive of 
the Constitution, and revolutionary in 
their effect 

7. Resolved, That it is in accordance 
with the true interpretation of the Cin- 
cinnati platform, that, during the ex- 
istence of the Territorial governments, 
the measure of restriction, whatever 
it may be,imposed by the Federal Con- 
stitution on the power of the Territo- 
rial legislature over the subject of do- 
mestic relations, as the same has been, 
or shall hereafter be finally determined 
by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, shall be respected by all good 
citizens, and enforced with prompt- 
ness and fidelity by every branch of 
the General Government 



On June 28, the southern faction of 
the Democratic party met in Balti- 
more and nominated John C. Breckin- 
ridge of Kentucky for President, and 
Joseph Lane of Oregon for Vice-Presi- 
dent 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1860 
(BRECKINRIDGE). 

Resolved, That the platform adopted 
by the Democratic party at Cincinnati 
be aflirmed, with the following ex- 
planatory resolutions: 

1. That the government of a Terri- 
tory, organized by an act of Congress, 
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is provisional and temporary; and, 
during its existence, all citizens of the 
United States have an equal right to 
settle, with their property in the Ter- 
ritory, without their rights, either of 
person or property, being destroyed 
or impaired by Congressional or Ter- 
ritorial legislation. 

2. That it is the duty of the Federal 
Government, in all its departments, to 
protect when necessary, the rights of 
persons and property in the Territo- 
ries, and wherever else its Constitu- 
tional authority extends. 

3. That when the settlers in a Terri- 
tory having an adequate population, 
form a State Constitution in pursuance 
of law, the right of sovereignty com- 
mences, and, being consummated by 
admission into the Union, they stand 
on an equal footing with the people of 
the other States, and the State thus or- 
ganized ought to be admitted into the 
Federal Union, whether its Constitu- 
tion prohibits or recognizes the insti- 
tution of slavery. 

4. That the Democratic party are in 
favor of the acquisition of the Island 
of Cuba, on such terms as shall be 
honrable to ourselves, and just to 
Spain, at the earliest practicable mo- 
ment. 

5. That the enactments of State leg- 
islatures to defeat the faithful execu- 
tion of the Fugitive Slave law are hos- 
tile in character, subversive of the 
Constitution and revolutionary in their 
effect. 

6. That the Democracy of the United 
States recognize it as the imperative 
duty of this Government to protect the 
naturalized citi:?ens in all their rights, 
whether at home or in foreign lands, 
to the same extent as its native born 
citizens. 

Whereas, One of the greatest neces- 
sities of the age, in a political, com- 
mercial, postal and military point of 
view, is a speedy communication be- 
tween the Pacific and Atlantic coasts; 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Democratic party 
do hereby pledge themselves to use 
every means in their power to secure 



the passage of some bill to the extent of 
the Constitutional authority of Con- 
gress, for the construction of a Pacific 
railroad, from the Mississippi river to 
the Pacific ocean, at the ealiest practi- 
cable moment. 

RESULT OF ELECTION OF 1860. 

Lincoln and Hamlin received 180 
electoral votes, Breckinridge and Lane 
72, Douglas and Johnson 12, Bell and 
Everett 39. 

The popular vote was: For Lincoln 
and Hamlin, 1,865,913; for Douglas and 
Johnson, 1,374,664; for Breckinridge 
and Lane, 848,404; for Bell and Ever- 
ett, 591,900. 

Sectional strife had grown very bit- 
ter. The Republicans had carried 
every free state except New Jersey, and 
secured three electors in that state. 
Douglas, representing the Democrats 
who believed that the slavery question 
should be left to the people of the ter- 
ritories without congressional interfer- 
ence, received half a million more 
votes than Breckinridge, yet only se- 
cured the plectoral votes of Missouri 
and three from New Jersey. 

Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia 
gave their electoral votes for Bell and 
all the other slave states were carried 
fo. Breckenridge. 

As soon as the result of the election 
was known southern leaders began 
making a vigorous agitation in favor 
of withdrawal from the Union, and on 
Feb. 4, 1861, a month before the inau- 
guration of President Lincoln a con- 
vention at Montgomery, Ala., proceed- 
ed to organize the "Confederate States 
of America." 

The question of "states rights" had 
from the earliest days of the govern- 
ment been a matter of dispute and the 
people were not agreed on the dividing 
line between national and state au- 
thority. 

In the South the belief was prevalent 
that a state should have the right to 
withdraw from the union of states at 
will. 

Soon aft«r the inauguration af Lin- 
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coin it became evident that his hopes 
of a settlement of the strife between 
the contending sections by a peaceful 
reconciliation would not be realized, 
and on April 15 a call was issued for 
75,000 troops, an(J Congress was called 
to assemble on July 4 in extra session. 

Within two weeks after this first call 
for troops over ^00,000 men had offered 
themselves in response to the call. 

Throughout the North a strong sen- 
timent existed in favor of more vigor- 
ous action on the part of the adminis- 
tration. In July, 1861, John C. Fre- 
mont was given command in Missouri 
and the following month he issued a 
proclamation declaring the slaves of 
all rebels to be free men. 

Fremont was relieved from this 
command in November and his place 
given to General Hunter, who was 
shortly superseded by General Halleck. 

General Hunter as commander In 
South Carolina issued a similar pro- 
clamation in 1862, but it was overruled 
by the President. 

On Sept. 22, 1862, President Lincoln 
issued a proclamation giving notice to 
the inhabitants of the states in rebel- 
lion, that unless they returned to their 
allegiance by the end of the year, he 
would declare their slaves free. 

On Jan. 1, 1863, the proclamation was 
issued, and it specifically declared that 
it was issued as an act of "military 
necessity." 

The President had the most hearty 
approval of the northern people in this 
action which liberated the slaves. 

There had sprung up an element 
which complained at the deliberate 
manner of President Lincoln, and in 
the next campaign were known as 
Radical Republicans; they urged that 
more vigorous and harsh measures be 
adopted in dealing with questions at 
issue. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1864. 

On May 81, 1864, the Radical Repub- 
lican convention met at Cleveland, 
Ohio, and nominated John C. Fremont 
^^ California for President, and John 



C. Cochran of New York for Vice-Pres- 
ident. 

RADICAL REPUBLICAN PLATFORM 

1. That the Federal Union shall be 
preserved. 

. 2. That the Constitution and .laws of 
the United States must be observed 
and obeyed. 

3. 'That the Rebellion must be sup- 
pressed by force of arms, and without 
compromise. 

4. That the rights of free speech, free 
press and the habeas corpus be held 
inviolate; save in districts where mar- 
tial law has been proclaimed. 

5. That the Rebellion has destroyed 
slavery; and the Federal Constitution 
should be so amended as to prohibit its 
re-establishment, and to secure to all 
men absolute equality before the law. 

6. That integrity and economy are 
demanded at all times in the adminis- 
tration of the Government, and that in 
time of war the want of them is crim- 
inal. 

7. That the right of asylum, except 
for crime and subject to law, is a re- 
cognized principle of American lib- 
erty; and that any violation of it can- 
not be overlooked, and must not go un- 
rebuked. 

8. That the national policy known as 
the "Monroe Doctrine" has become a 
recognized .principle, and that the 
establishment of an anti-republican 
government on this continent by any 
foreign power cannot be tolerated. 

9. That the gratitude and support of 
the nation are due to the faithful sol- 
diers and the earnest leaders of the 
Union army and navy, for their heroic 
achievements and deathless valor in 
defense of our imperiled country and 
of civil liberty. 

10. That the one-term policy for the 
Presidency, adopted by the people, is 
strengthened by the force of the exist- 
ing crisis, and should be mainta.ined 
by Constitutional amendment. 

11. That the Constitution shouia be 
so amended that the President and 
Vice-President shall be elected l^y a 
direct vote of the people. 
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12. That the question of the recon- 
struction of the rebellious States be- 
longs to the people, through their rep- 
resentatives in Congress, and not to 
the Executive 

13. That the conflsca^tlon of the lauds 
of the rebels, and their distribution 
among the soldiers and actual settlers, 
is a measure of justice. 

General Fremont afterguards with- 
drew and recommended that the entire 
Republican strength be given the reg- 
ular ticket and this recommendation 
was followed; 

The Republicans met in convention 
at Baltimore on June 7, and renomi- 
nated Abraham Lincoln for President, 
and nominated Andrew Johnson of 
Tennessee for Vice-President. 

REPaSLICAN PLATFORM OF 1864. 

Resolved, That it is the highest duty 
of every American citizen to maintain 
against all their enemies, the integrity 
of the Union, and the paramount au- 
thority of the Constitution and laws of 
the United States; and that, laying 
asid[e all differences of political opin- 
ions, we pledge ourselves, as Union 
men, animated by a common sentiment 
and aiming at a common object, to do 
everything in our power to aid the 
government In quelling, by force of 
arms, the Rebellion now raging against 
its authority, and in bringing to the 
punishment due to their crimes the 
rebels and traitors arrayed against it. 

Resolved, That we approve the de- 
termination of the Government of the 
United States not to compromise with 
rebels, nor to offer them any terms of 
peace, except such as may be based 
upon an "unconditional surrender" of 
their hostility and a return to their 
allegiance to the Constitution and laws 
of the United States; and that we call 
upon the Government to maintain this 
position, and to prosecute the war with 
the utmost possible vigor to the com- 
plete suppression of the Rebellion, in 
full reliance upon the self-sacrificing 



patriotism, the heroic valor, and the 
undying devotion of the American peo- 
ple to the country and to its free in- 
stitutions. 

Resolved, That as slavery was the 
cause, and now constitutes the strength 
of this Rebellion, and as It must be 
always and everywhere hostile to the 
principles of republican government, 
justice and the national safety demand 
its utter and complete extirpation from 
the soil of the Republic; and that we 
uphold and maintain the acts and proc- 
lamations by which the Government, 
in its own defense, has aimed a death 
blow at the gigantic evil. We are in 
favor, furthermore, of such an amend- 
ment to the Constitution, to be made 
by the people in conformity with its 
provisions, as shall terminate and for- 
ever prohibit the existence of slavery 
within the limits or the jurisdiction of 
the United States. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the 
American people are due to the sol- 
diers and sailors of the army and navy 
who have periled their lives in defense 
of their country and in vindication of 
the honor of its flag; that the nation 
owes to them some permanent recog- 
nition of their patriotism and their 
valor, and ample and permanent pro- 
vision for those of their survivors who 
have received disabling and honorable 
wounds in the service of the country; 
and that the memories of those who 
have fallen in its defense shall be held 
in grateful and everlasting remem- 
brance. 

Resolved, That we approve and ap- 
plaud the practical wisdom, the unsel- 
fish patriotism, and the unswerving 
fidelity to the Constitution and the 
principles of American liberty with 
which Abraham Lincoln has dis- 
charged, under circumstances of un- 
paralleled diftculty, the great duties 
and responsibilities of the Presidential 
oflace; that we approve and indorse, as 
demanded by the emergency and essen- 
tial to the preservation of the nation, 
and as within the provisions of the 
Constitution, the measures and acts 
which he has adopted to defend the na- 
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tion against its open and secret foes; 
that we aipprove, especially, the Proc- 
lamation of Emancipation and the 
employment, as Union soldiers, of men 
heretofore held in slavery; and that 
we have full confidence in his deter- 
mination to carry these and all other 
Constitutional measures essential to 
the salvation of the country, into full 
and complete effect. 

Resolved, That we deem it essential 
to the general welfare that harmony 
should prevail in the national councils, 
and we regard as worthy of public 
confidence and official trust those only 
who cordially indorse the principles 
proclaimed in these resolutions, and 
which should characterize the adminis- 
tration of the Government. 

Resolved, That the Government owes 
to all men employed in its armies, 
without regard to distinction of color, 
the full protection of the laws of war; 
and that any violation of these laws 
or of the usages of civilized nations in 
the time of war, by the rebels now in 
arms, should be made the subject of 
prompt and full redress. 

Resolved, That foreign immigration, 
which in the past has added so much 
to the wealth, development of re- 
sources, and increase of power to this 
nation — the asylum of the oppressed 
of all nations — should be fostered and 
encouraged by a liberal and Just policy. 
/ Resolved, That we are in favor of the 
f speedy construction of the railroad to 
\the Pacific coast. 

Resolved, That the national faith, 
pledged for the redemption of the pub- 
lic debt, must be kept inviolate and 
for this purpose, we recommend econ- 
omy and rigid responsibility in the 
public expenditures and a vigorous 
and just system of taxation; and that 
it is the duty of every loyal State to 
sustain the credit and promote the 
use of national currency. 

Resolved that we approve the posi- 
tion taken by the Government, that 
the people of the United States can 
never regard with indifference the at- 
tempt of any European power to over- 
throw by force, or to supplant by 



fraud the institutions of any repub- 
lican government on the western con- 
tinent, and that they will view with 
extreme jealousy, as menacing to the 
peace and independence of this our 
country, the efforts of any such power 
to obtain new footholds for monar- 
chical governments, sustained by a 
foreign military force, in near proxim- 
ity to the United States. 

The Democrats met In Chicago, Aug. 
29, 1864, and nominated George B. Mc- 
Clellan of New Jersey for President, 
and George H. Pendleton of Ohio for 
Vice-President. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OP 1864. 

Resolved, That in the future, as in 
the past, we will adhere with unswerv- 
ing fidelity to the Union under the 
Constitution, as the only solfd foun- 
dation of our strength, security and 
happiness as a people, and as a frame 
work of government equally conducive 
to the welfare and prosperity of all 
the states, both northern and southern. 

Resolved, That this convention does 
explicitly declare, as the sense of the 
American people, that after four years 
of failure to restore the Union by the 
experiment of war, during which, un- 
der the pretense of a military neces- 
sity of a war power higher than the 
Constitution, the Constitution itself 
has been disregarded in every part 
and public liberty and private right 
alike trodden down, and the material 
prosperity of the country essentially 
impaired, justice, humanity, liberty, 
and the public welfare demand that 
immediate efforts be made for a ces- 
sation of hostilities, with a view to 
Ian ulti'mate convjentiom of iall; <the 
States, or other peaceable means, to 
the end that, at the earliest practicable 
moment, peace may be restored on the 
basis of the federal union of ^11 the 
States. 

Resolved, That the direct interfer- 
ence of the military authority of the 
United States in the recent elections 
held in Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, 
and Delaware, was a shamiiiful viola- 
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tion of the Constitution; and the repe- 
tition of such acts in the approaching 
election will be held as revolutionary, 
and resisted with all the means and 
power under our control. 

Resolved, That the aim and ob- 
ject of the Democratic party is to pre- 
serve the Federal Union and the rights 
of the States unimpaired; and they 
hereby declare that they consider the 
administrative usurpation of extraor- 
dinary and dangerous powers not 
granted by the Constitution; the sub- 
division of the civil and military laws 
in States not in insurrection; the ar- 
bitrary military arrest, itnprisonment, 
trial and sentence of American citi- 
zens in States where civil law exists 
in full force; the suppression of free- 
dom of speech and of the press, the 
denial of the right of asylum, the open 
and avowed disregard of States rights; 
the employment of unusual test oaths, 
and the interference with and denial 
of the rights of the people to bear 
arms in their defense, as calculated to 
prevent a restoration of the Union and 
the perpetuation of a government de- 
riving its just powers from the consent 
of the governed. 

Resolved, That the shameful disre- 
gard of the administration to its duty 
in respect to our fellow citizens who 
now are and long have been, prisoners 
of war, in a suffering- condition, de- 
serves the severest reprobation on the 
score alike of public policy and com- 
mon humanity. 

Resolved, That the sympathy of the 
Democratic party is heartily and ear- 
nestly extended to the soldiery of our 
army and the sailors of our navy, who 
are and have been in the field and on 
the sea under the flag of their coun- 
try; and, in the event of our attaining 
power, they will receive all the care 
and protection, regard and kindness, 
that the brave soldiers of the Repub- 
lic have so nobly earned. 



RESULT OF ELECTION OF 1864. 
Only twenty-four states voted at this 



election and 212 electoral votes were 
cast for Lincoln and Johnson. 

Twenty-one electoral votes were cast 
for the Democratic candidates, by the 
states of Kentucky, New Jersey and 
Delaware. 

Popular vote: Lincoln 2,216,067, Mc- 
Clellan, 1,808,725. 

On April 14, 1865, Abraham Lincoln 
was assassinated and Andrew Johnson 
became President. 

The war being ended, the admisistra- 
tion addressed itself to the work of 
reconstruction, and on' May 29, 1865, 
President Johnson issued a proclama- 
tion of amnesty, to all who had par- 
ticipated in the rebellion, who would 
now take an oath to support the gov- 
ernment; except certain specified 
classes, who were permitted to make 
application for executive pardon. 

A difference existed between the 
President and a majority of Con- 
gress in regard to the restoration 
of the southern States to their 
former political rights; Congress 
maintaining that they should not be 
fully restored until the freedmen 
were secured in all their rights, 
and precaution taken to prevent rebels 
from participating in the control of 
government. 

The work of reconstruction, how- 
ever, progressed; loyal state govern- 
ments were established and by 1868 
only three states failed to take part 
in the Presidential election; these were 
Virginia, Mississippi and Texas. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1868. 

The Republicans met in Chicago, 
May 20, 1868, and nominated U. S. 
Grant of Illinois for President, and 
Schuyler Colfax of Indiana for Vice- 
President. 

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1868. 

1. Wft congratulate tne country on 
the assured success of the reconstruc- 
tion policy of Congress, as evinced by 
the adoption, in the majority of the 
States lately in rebellion, of constitu- 
tions securing equal civil and political 
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rights to all; and it is the duty of the 
Government to sustain those institu- 
tions and to prevent the people of such 
States from being remitted to a state 
of anarthy. 

2. The guarantee of Congress of 
equal suffrage to all loyal men at the 
south was demanded by every consid- 
eration of public safety, of gratitude, 
and of Justice, and must be main- 
tained; while the question of suffrage 
to all the loyal States praperly be- 
longs to the people of those states. 

3. We denounce all forms of re- 
pudiation as a national crime; and the 
natioital honor requires the payment 
of the public indebtedness in the ut- 
most good faith to all creditors at 
home and abroad, not only according 
to the letter but the spirit of the laws 
under which it was constructed. 

4. It is due to the labor of the na- 
tion that taxation should be equalized 
and reduced as rapidly as the national 
faith will permit. 

5. The national debt, contracted as 
it has been for the preservation of the 
Union for all time to come, should be 
extended over a fair period of re- 
demption; and it is the duty of Con- 
gress to reduce the rate of interest 
thereon whenever it can be honestly 
done. 

6. That the best policy to diminish 
our burden of debts is to so improve 
our credit that capitalists will seek 
to loan us money at lower rates of in- 
terest than we now pay, and must 
continue to pay, so long as repudia- 
tion, partial or total, open or covert, 
is threatened or suspected. 

7. The Government of the United 
States should be administered with the 
strictest economy; and the corrup- 
tions which have been so shamefully 
nursed and fostered by Andrew John- 
son call loudly for radical reform. 

8. We profoundly deplore. the tragic 
death of Abraham Lincoln, and regret 
the accession to the Presidency of An- 
drew Johnson, who has acted treach- 
erously to the people who elected 
him and the cause he was pledged to 
support; who has usurped high legis- 



lative and Judicial functions; who has 
refused to execute the laws; who has 
used his high office to induce other 
officers to ignore and violate the laws; 
who has employed his executive pow- 
ers to render insecure the f)roperty, 
the peace, liberty, and life of the citi- 
zens; who has abused the pardoning 
power; who has denounced the nation- 
al legislature as unconstitutional; who 
has persistently and corruptly resisted, 
by every means in his power, every 
proper attempt at the reconstruction of 
the States lately in rebellion; who has 
perverted the public patronage into 
an engine of wholesale corruption and 
who has been Justly impeached for 
high crimes and misdemeanors, and 
properly pronounced guilty thereof by 
the vote of thirty-five Senators. 

9. The doctrine of Great Britain and 
other European powers, that because a 
man is once a subject he Is always 
so, must be resisted at every hazard 
by the United States, as a relic of feu- 
dal times not authorized by the laws 
of nations, and at war with our na- 
tional honor and independence. Natu- 
ralized citizens are entitled to protec- 
tion in all their rights of citizenship 
as though they were native born; and 
no citizen of the United States, native 
or naturalized, must be liable to ar- 
rest and imprisonment by any foreign 
power for acts done or words spoken 
in this country; and if so arrested and 
imprisoned, it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to interfere in his behalf. 

10. Of all who were faithful in the 
trials of the late war, there were none 
entitled to more special honor than the 
brave soldiers and seamen who en- 
dured the hardships of campaign and 
cruise, and imperiled their lives in the 
service of the country. The bounties 
and pensions provided by the laws 
for these brave defenders of the nation 
are obligations never to be forgotten; 
the widows and orphans of the gallant 
dead are the wards of the people— a 
sacred legacy bequeathed to the na- 
tion's protecting care. 

11. Foreign immigration, which in 
the past has added so much to the 
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^wealth, develapment, resources, and 
increase oi power of this Republic, the 
asylum of the oppressed of all nations, 
should be fostered and encouraged by 
a liberal and just policy. 

12. This convention declares itself 
in sympathy with all oppressed people 
who are struggling for their rights. 

13. That we highly commend the 
spirit of magnanimity and forbearance 
with which the men who have served 
in the Rebellion, but who now frankly 
and honestly co-operate with us in re- 
storing the peace of the country and 
reconstructing the southern State gov- 
ernments upon the basis of impartial 
justice and equal rights are received 
back into the communion of the loyal 
people; and we favor the removal of 
the disqualifications and restrictions 
imposed upon the late rebels, in the 
same measure as the spirit of disloy- 
alty shall die out and as may be con- 
sistent with the safety of the loyal 
people. 

14. That we recognize the great 
principles laid down in the immortal 
Declaration of Independence as the 
true foundation of democratic gov- 
ernment; and we hail with gladness 
every effort toward making these prin- 
ciples a living reality on every inch 
of American soil. 

The Democrats met in New York, 
July .4, 1868, and nominated Horatio 
Seymour of New York for President, 
anvl Francis P. Blair of Missouri for 
Vice-President. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1868. 

The Democratic party in national 
convention assembled, reposing its 
trust in the intelligence, patriotism 
and discriminating justice of the peo- 
ple, standing upon the Constitution 
as the foundation and limitation of the 
powers of the Government and the 
guarantee of the liberties of the citi- 
zen, and recognizing the questions of 
slavery and secession as having been 
settled, for all time to come, by the 
war or voluntary action of the south- 
ern States in constitutional convention 



assembled, and never to be revived or 
agitated, do, with the return of peace, 
demand — 

1. Immediate restoration of all the 
States to their rights in the Union 
under the Constitution, and of civil 
government to the American people. 

2. Amnesty for all past political of- 
fenses, and the regulation of the elec- 
tive franchise in the States by their 
citizens. 

3. Payment of all the public debt 
of the United States as rapidly as prac- 
ticable — all money drawn from the peo- 
ple by taxation, except so much as is 
requisite for the necessities of the Gov- 
ernment, economically administered, 
being honestly applied to such pay- 
ment; and when the obligations of the 
Government do not expressly state 
upon their face, or the law under which 
they were issued does not provide that 
they shall be paid in coin, they ought, 
in right and justice, to be paid in the 
lawful money of the United States. 

4. Equal taxation of every species 
of property according to its real value, 
including Government bonds and other 
public securities. 

5. One currency for the Government 
and the people, the laborer and the 
officeholder, the pensioner and the sol- 
dier, the producer and the bondholder. 

6. Economy in the administration 
of the Government; the reduction of 
the standing army and navy; the ab- 
olition of the Freedman's Bureau and 
all political instrumentalities designed 
to secure negro supremacy; simplifi- 
cation of the system and discontinu- 
ance of inquisitorial modes of assessing 
and collecting internal revenue; that 
the burden of taxation may be equal- 
ized and lessened, and the credit of 
the Government and the currency 
made good; the repeal of all enact- 
ments for enrolling the State militia 
into national forces in times of peace; 
and a tariff for revenue upon foreign 
imports, and such equal taxation un- 
der the internal-revenue laws as will 
afford incidental protection to domestic 
manufactures, and as will, without im- 
pairing the revenue, imi>ose the least 
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burden upon, and beat promote and 
encourage the great industrial Inter- 
ests of the country. 

7. Reform of abuses In the adminis- 
tration; the expulsion of corrupt men 
from office; the abrogation of useless 
offices; and the restoration of right- 
ful authority to, and the independ- 
ence of, the executive and judicial de- 
partments of the Government; the sub- 
ordination of the military to the civil 
power, to the end that the usurpations 
of Congress and the despotism of the 
sword may cease. 

8. Equal rights and protection for 
naturalized and native-born citizens, 
at home and abroad; the assertion of 
American nationality which shall com- 
mand the respect of foreign powers, 
and furnish an example and encourage- 
ment to people struggling for national 
integrity, constitutional liberty and in- 
dividual rights; and the maintenance 
of the rights of naturalized citizens 
against the absolute doctrine of immu- 
table 'allegiance and the claims of 
foreign powers to punish them for al- 
leged crimes committed beyond their 
jurisdiction. 

In demanding these measures and 
reforms we arraign the Radical party 
for its disregard of right and the un- 
paralleled oppression and tyranny 
which have marked its career. After 
the most solemn and unanimous 
pledge of both houses of Congress to 
prosecute the war exclusively for the 
maintenance of the government and 
the preservation of the Union under 
the Constitution, it has repeatedly vi- 
olated the most sacred pledge under 
which alone was rallied the noble 
volunteer army which carried our flag 
to victory. Instead of restoring the 
Union, it has, so far as in its power, 
dissolved it, and subjected ten States, 
in time of profound peace, to military 
despotism and negro supremacy. It 
has nullified there the right of trial 
by jury; it has abolished the habeas 
€orpu», that most sacred writ of lib- 
erty; It has overthrown the freedom 
of speech and press; it has substituted 
arbitrary 89i2ur^ and arre«ts, and 



military trials and seeret star cham- 
ber inquisitions, for the Constitutional 
tribunals; it has disregarded, in time 
of peace, the right of the people to be 
free from searches and seizures; it has 
entered the post and telegraph offices, 
and even the private rooms of indivi- 
duals, and seized their private papers 
and letters, without any specific charge 
or notice of affidavit, as required by 
the organic law. It has converted the 
American capitol Into a bastile; it 
has established a system of spies and 
official espionage to which no consti- 
tutional monarchy of Europe would 
now dare to resort. It has abolished 
the right of appeal on important Con- 
stitutional questions to the supreme 
judicial tribunals, and threatens to 
curtail or destroy its original juris- 
diction, which is irrevocably vested 
by the Constitution, while the learned 
Chief Justice has been subjected to 
the most atrocious calumnies, merely 
because he would not prostitute his 
high office to the support of the false 
and partisan charges preferred against 
the President. Its corruption and ex- 
travagance have exceeded anything 
known in history; and, by its frauds 
and monopolies, it has nearly doubled 
the burden of the debt created by the 
war. It has stripped the President of 
the Constitutional power of appoint- 
ment, even of his own cabinet. Under 
its repeated assaults the pillars of the 
Government are rocking on their base; 
and should it succeed in November 
next, we will meet, as a subjected and 
conquered people, amid the ruins of 
liberty and the scattered fragments 
of the Constitution. 

And we declare and resolve that ever 
since the people of the United States 
threw off all subjection to the British 
crown, the privilege and trust of suf- 
frage have belonged to the several 
States, and have been granted, regu- 
lated, and controlled exclusively by the 
political powers of each State respect- 
ively; and that any attempt by Con- 
gress, on any pretext whatever, to de- 
prive any State of this right, or Inter- 
fere with ItM exercise, i« a fla^^ant 
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uourpatiou of power which can find no 
warrant in the Ck)nstitution, and if 
sanctioned by the people, will subvert 
our form of government, and can only 
end in a single, centralized, and con- 
solidated government, in which the 
separate existence of the States will 
be entirely absorbed, and an unquali- 
fied despotism be established in place 
of a Federal Union of co-equal States. 
And that we regard the reconstruction 
acts (so-called) of Congress as usur- 
pations and unconstitutional, revolu- 
tionary and void. 

That our soldiers and sailors, who 
carried the flag of our country to vic- 
tory against the most gallant and de- 
termined foe, must ever be gratefully 
remembered, and all the guarantees 
given in their favor must be faithfully 
carried into execution. 

That the public lands should be 
distributed as widely as possible 
among the people, and should be dis- 
posed of either under the pre=emp- 
tion of homestead lands or sold in rea- 
sonable quantities, and to none but 
actual occupants, at the minimum 
price established by the Government. 
When grants of public lands may be 
allowed, necessary for the encourage- 
ment of important public improve- 
ments, the proceeds of the sale of such 
lands, and not the lands themselves, 
should be so applied. 

That the President of the United 
States, Andrew Johnson, in exercising 
the power of his high office in resisting 
the aggressions of Congress upon the 
Constitutional rights of the States and 
the people, is entitled to the gratitude 
of the whole American people; and, on 
behalf of the Democratic party, we 
tender him our thanks for his patriot- 
ic efforts in that regard. 

Upon this platform, the Democratic 
party appeals to every patriot, includ- 
ing all the conservative element and 
all who desire to support the Constitu- 
tion and restore the Union, forgetting 
all past differences of opinion, to unite 
with us in the present great struggle 
for the liberties of the people; and 
that to all such, to whatever party 



they may have heretofore belonged, we 
extend the right hand of fellowship, 
and hail all such, co-operating with 
us, as friends and brethren. 

Resolved, That this convention sym- 
pathizes cordially with the working- 
men of the United States, in their ef- 
forts to protect the rights and inter- 
ests of the laboring classes of the coun- 
try. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the 
convention are tendered to Chief Jus- 
tice Salmon P. Chase, for the justice, 
dignity and impartiality with which 
he presided over the court of impeach- 
ment on the trial of President Andrew 
Johnson. 

RESULT OF ELECTION OF 1868. 

Grant and Colfax received 214 elec- 
toral votes cast by 26 states. 

Seymour and Blair received 80 elec- 
toral votes cast by 8 states — New 
York, New Jersey, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Georgia, Louisiana, Kentucky 
and Oregon. 

Popular vote: Republican 3,015,- 
071, Democrat 2,709,613. 

During this administration the Re- 
publican majority in Congress was 
overwhelming and James G. Bladne 
was Speaker of the House. 

Among other acts of financial legis- 
lation which assisted in bringing 
around an attempt at the new allign- 
ment of political parties was the 
"Credit Strengthening Act" which 
made U. S. obligations payable in coin. 

This act was passed five years after 
the close of the war and at a time 
when the credit of the nation was un- 
impaired and the people, through the 
advantage of a large circulation of 
money, were enjoying a degree of com- 
mercial prosperity never exceeded in 
the history of the nation. This act In- 
creased the value of obligations and 
made greater burdens to be borne by 
the industries of the country. It was 
recognized by many as a species of 
class legislation, oppo»«d to the wel- 
fare of the people and danserous in Its 
tendencies. 
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OAMPAION OF 1872. 

On Feb. 21. 1872. a Labor Reform 
convention was held at Columbus. 
Ohio, and a platform adopted. David 
Davis of Illinois was nominated for 
President and Joel Parker of New 
Jersey for Vice-President. 

These candidates declined and the 
candidates of the straight-out Demo- 
crats were afterward indorsed. 

LABOR PLATFORM OF 1872. 
We hold that all political power is 
inherent in the people, and free gov- 
ernment founded on their authority 
and established for thei]; benefit; that 
all citizens are equal in political rights, 
entitled to the largest religious and 
political liberty compatible with the 
good order of society, as also the use 
and enjoyment of the fruits of their 
labor and talents; and no man or set 
of men is entitled to exclusive separ- 
able endowments and privileges or im- 
munities from the Government, but in 
consideration of public services; and 
any laws destructive of these funda- 
mental principles are without moral 
binding force and should be repealed. 
And believing that all the evils result- 
ing from unjust legislation now af- 
fecting the industrial classes can be 
removed by the adoption of the prin- 
ciples contained in the following dec- 
laration; therefore. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the 
Government to establish a just stand- 
ard of distribution of capital and labor, 
by providing a purely national circu- 
lating medium, based on the faith and 
resources of the nation, issued directly 
to the people without the intervention 
of any system of banking corporations, 
which money shall be legal tender in 
payment of all debts, public and pri- 
vate and interchangeable at the option 
of the holder for Government bonds 
bearing a rate of interest not to exceed 
3.65 per cent, subject to future legis- 
lation by Congress. 

2. That the national debt should be 
paid in good faith, according to the 
original contract, at the earliest option 



of the Gorernment, without mortgag- 
ing the property of the people or the 
future exigencies of labor to enrich a 
few capitalists at home and abroad. 

3. That justice demands that the 
burdens of Government should be so 
adjusted as to bear equally on all 
classes, and that the exemption from 
taxation of Government bon'ds bearing^ 
extravagant rates of Interest, is a vio- 
lation of all just principles of revenue 
laws. 

4. That the public lands of the Uni- 
ted States belongs to the people, and 
should not be sold to indivifduals nor 
granted to corporations but should be 
held as a sacred trust for the benefit 
of the people and should be granted 
to the landless settlers only, in 
amounts not exceeding one hundred 
and sixty acres of land. 

5. That Congress should modify the 
tariff so as to admit free such articles 
of common use as we caii neither pro- 
duce nor grow, and lay duties for 
revenue mainly upon articles of lux- 
ury and upon such articles of noan- 
ufacture as will, we having the raw 
materials, assist in further developing 
the resources of the country. 

6. That the presence in our country 
of Chinese laborers, imported by capi- 
talists in large numbers for servile use 
is an evil entailing want and its at- 
tendant train of misery and crime on 
all classes of the American people, 
and should be prohibited by legislation. 

7. That we ask for the enactment of 
a law by which all mechanics and day 
laborers employed by or on behalf 
of the Government, whether directly 
or indirectly, through persons, firms 
or corporations, contracting with the 
State, shall conform to the reduced 
standard of eight hours per day, re- 
cently adopted by Congress for na- 
tional employes; and also for an 
amendment to the acts of incorpora- 
tion for cities and towns by which all 
laborers and mechanics employed at 
their expense shall conform to the 
same number of hours. 

8. That the enlightened spirit of th© 
age demands the abolition of the sys- 
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tern of contract labor in our prisons 
and other reformatory institutions. 

9. That the protection of life, liber- 
ty, and property are the three cardinal 
principles of government, and the first 
two are more sacred tl^an the latter; 
therefore, money needed for prosecut- 
ing wars should, as it is required, be 
assessed and collected from the 
wealthy of the country and not en-| 
tailed as a burden on posterity. 

10. That it is the duty of the Gov 
ernment to exercise its rights over 
railroads and telegraph corporations, 
that, they shall not in any case be 
privileged to exact such rates of 
freight, transportation, or charges, by: 
whatever name, as may bear unduly or . 
unequally upon the producer or coy 
sumer. * / 

11. That there should be such a re- 
form in the civil service of the Na- 
tional Government as will remove it 
beyond all partisan influence, and 
place it in the charge and under the 
direction of intelligent and competent 
business men. 

12. That as both history and expe- 
rience teach us that power ever seeks 
to perpetuate itself by every and all 
means, and that its prolonged posses- 
sion in the hands of one person is al- 
ways dangerous to the interests of a 
free people, and believing that the 
spirit of our organic laws and the sta- 
bility and safety of our free institu- 
tions are best obeyed on the one hand, 
and secured on the other by a regu- 
lar Constitutional change in the 
chief of the country at each election; 
therefore, we are in favor of limiting 
the occupancy of the Presidential 
chair to one term. 

13. That we are in favor of grant- 
ing general amnesty and restoring the 
Union at once on the basis of equality 
of rights and privileges to all, the im- 
partial administration of justice being 
the only true bond of union to bind 
the States together and restore the 
Government of the people. 

14. That we demand the subjection 
of the military to the civil authorities. 



and the confinement of its operations 
to national purposes alone. 

15. That we deem it expedient for 
Congress to supervise the patent laws 
so as to give labor more fully the 
benefit of its own Ideas and inven- 
tions. 

16. That fitness, and not political or 
personal considerations, should be the 
only recommendation to public office, 
either appointive or elective; and any 
and all laws looking to the establish- 
ment of this principle are heartily 
approved. 



On Feb. 22, 1872, in Columbus, Ohio, 
the Prohibition convention nominated 
James Black of Pennsylvania for Pres- 
ident and John Russell of Mi*chigan for 
Vice-President. 

PROHIBITION PLATFORM. 

The preamble recites that protection 
and allegiance are reciprocal duties; 
and every citizen who yields obedient- 
ly to the full commands of government 
should be protected in all enjoyment 
of personal security, personal liberty 
and private property. That the traffic 
in intoxicating drinks greatly impairs 
the personal security and personal lib- 
erty of a great mass of citizens, and 
renders private property insecure. 
That all political parties are hope- 
lessly unwilling to adopt an adequate 
policy on this question. Therefore, as 
a national convention, we adopt the 
following declaration of principles: 

That while we acknowledge the true 
patriotism and profound statesman- 
ship of those patriots who laid the 
foundation of this Government, secur- 
ing at once the rights of the States 
severally and in their inseparable 
union by the Federal Constitution, we 
would not merely garnish the sepul- 
chres of our republican fathers, but we 
do hereby renew our pledges of sol- 
emn fealty to the imperishable princi- 
ples of civil and religious liberty em- 
bodied in the Declaration of Independ- 
ence and our Federal Constitution. 

That the traffic in intoxicating bcv- . 
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erages is a dishonor to Christian civil- 
ization, a political wrong of unequaled 
enormity, subversive of ordinary ob- 
jects of government, not capable of 
being regulated or restrained by any 
system of license whatever, and im- 
peratively demands for Its suppression 
effective legal prohibition, both by 
State and national legislation. 

That there can be no greater peril 
to a nation than existing party com- 
petition for the liquor vote. That any 
party not opposed to the traffic, expe- 
rience shows will engage in this com- 
petition—will court the favor of crim- 
inal classes, will barter away the pub- 
lic morals, the purity of the ballot, and 
every object of good government, for 
party success. 

That, as Prohibitionists, we will in- 
dividually use all efforts to persuade 
men from the use of intoxicating 
liquors; and we invite all persons to 
assist in this movement. 

That competence, honesty and so- 
briety are indispensable qualifications 
for holding office. 

That removals from public office for 
mere political differences of opinion 
are wrong. 

That fixed and moderate salaries of 
public officers should take the place of 
fees and perquisites, and that all 
means should be taken to prevent cor- 
ruption and encourage economy. 

That the President and Vice-Presi- 
dent should be elected directly by the 
people. 

That we are in favor of a sound na- 
tional currency, adequate to the de- 
mands of business, and convertible 
into gold and silver at the will of the 
holder, and the adoption of every 
measure compatible with justice and 
public safety to appreciate our pres- 
ent currency to the gold standard. 

That the rates of ocean and inland 
postage, and railroad telegraph lines 
and water transportation should be 
made as low as possible by law. 

That we are opposed to all discrimi- 
nation in favor of capital against la- 
bor, as well as all monopoly and class 
legiMation. 



That the removal of the burdens im- 
posed in the traffic in intoxicating 
drinks will emancipate labor, and will 
practically promote labor reform. 

That suftrage should be granted to 
all persons without regard to sex. 

That the fostering and extension of 
common schools is a primary duty of 
the Government. 

That a liberal policy should be pur- 
sued to promote foreign immigration. 

On May 1, 1872, a convention wae 
held at Cincinnati, Ohio, of Liberal 
Republicans who nominated Horace 
Greeley of New York for President 
and B. Gratz Brown of Missouri for 
Vice-President. This ticket and the 
Liberal Republican platform was 
adopted by the Democratic convention 
at Baltimore, July 9, 1872. 

LIBERAL REPUBLICAN PLAT- 
FORM. 
We, the Liberal Republicans of the 
United States, in national convention 
assembled at Cincinnati, proclaim the 
following principles as essential to 
just government: 

1. We recognize the equality of all 
men before the law, and hold that it 
Is the duty of government in its deal- 
ings with the people, to mete out equal 
and exact justice to all, of whatever 
nativity, race, color or persuasion, re^ 
ligious or political. 

2. We pledge ourselves to maintain 
the Union of these States, emancipa- 
tion and enfranchisement, and to op- 
pose any reopening of the questions 
settled by thirteenth, fourteenth and 
fifteenth amendments of the Constitu- 
tion. 

8. We demand the immediate and 
absolute removal of all disabilities im- 
posed on account of the Rebellion, 
which was finally subdued seven years 
ago, believing that universal amnesty 
will result in complete pacification in 
all sections of the country. 

4. Local self-government, with im-' 
partial vuftrage, will guard the rights 
of all citizens more securely than any 
centralized power. The public welfare 
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requires tne supremacy of the civil 
over the military authority, and the 
freedom of person under the protec- 
tion of habeas corpus. We demand 
for the individual the largest liberty 
consistent with public order, for State 
self-government, and for the nation a 
return to the methods of peace and 
the Constitutional limitations of 
power. 

5. The civil service of the Govern- 
ment has become a mere instrument 
of partisan tyranny and personal am- 
bition, and an object' of selfish greed. 
It is a scandal and reproach upon free 
institutions, and breeds a demoraliza- 
tion dangerous to the perpetuity of re- 
publican government We, therefore, 
regard a thorough reform of the civil 
service as one of the most pressing 
necessities of the hour; that honesty, 
capacity and fidelity constitute the 
only valid claims to public employ- 
ment; that the offices of the Govern- 
ment cease to be a matter of arbitrary 
favoritism and patronage, and that 
public station shall become again a 
post of honor. To this end it is im- 
peratively required that no President 
shall be a candidate for re-election. 

6. We demand a system of Federal 
taxation which shall not unnecessarily 
interfere with the industry of the peo- 
ple, and which shall provide the 
means necessary to pay the expenses 
of the Government, economically ad- 
ministered, the pensions, the interest 
on the public debt, and a moderate re- 
duction annually of the principal 
thereof; and recognizing that there 
are In our midst honest and irrecon- 
cilable differences of opinion with re- 
gard to the respective systems of pro- 
tection and free trade. We remit the 
discussion of the subject to the people 
in their Congressional districts and the 
decision of Congress thereon, wholly 
free from executive interference or 
dictation. 

7. The public credit must be sa- 
credly maintained, and .we denounce 
repudiation In every form and guise. 

8. A speedy return to the specie 
payment is demanded alik« by the 



highest considerations of commercial 
morality and honest government. 

9. We remember with gratitude the 
heroism and sacrifices of the soldiers 
and sailors of the republic; and no act 
of ours shall ever detract from their 
justly earned fame or the full rewards 
of their patriotism. 

10. We are opposed to all further 
grants of lands to railroads or other 
corporations. The public domain 
should be held sacred to actual set- 
tlers. 

11. We hold that it is the duty of 
the Government, in iits intercourse 
with foreign nations, to cultivate the 
friendships of peace, by treating with 
all on fair and equal terms, regarding 
it alike dishonorable eitner to demand 
what is not right or submit to what 
is wrong. 

12. For the promotion and success 
of these vital principles and the sup- 
port of the candidates nominated by 
this convention, we invite and cordial- 
ly welcome the co-operation of all pa- 
triotic citizens, without regard to pre- 
vious political affiliations. 

Democrats who did not concur in the 
indorsement of the Liberal Republi- 
cans met in convention at Louisville, 
Ky., Sept. 3, 1872, and nominated for 
President, Charles O'Connor of New 
York, and John Quincy Adams of 
Massachusetts for Vice-President. 

These candidates both declined, yet 
recedved nearly thirty thousand votes 
in the election. 

PLATFORM (STRAIGHT-OUT) DEM- 
OCRATIC. 

Whereas, a frequent recurrence to 
first principles and eternal vigilance 
against abuses are the wisest provis- 
ions for liberty, which is the source 
of progress, and fidelity to our Con- 
stiitutional system Is the only protec- 
tion for either; therefore. 

Resolved, That the original basis of 
our whole political structure is con- 
sent in every part thereof. The people 
of each State Toluntarlly oreated thvlr 
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State, and the States Voluntarily 
formed the Union; and each State pro- 
vided »by its written CJonstitution for 
everything a State could do for the 
protection of life, liberty, and prop- 
erty within it; and each State, jointly 
with the others, provided a Federal 
Union for foreign and interstate rela- 
tions. 

Resolved, That all governmental 
powers, whether State or Federal, are 
trust powers coming from the people 
of each State, and that they are limit- 
ed to the written letter of the Consti- 
tution and the laws passed in pursu- 
ance of it, which powers must be ex- 
ercised in the utmost good faith, the 
Constitution itself stating in what 
manner they may be altered and 
amended. 

Resolved, That the interests of labor 
and capital should not be permitted to 
conflict, but should be harmonized by 
judicious legislation. While such a 
conflict contto-ues, labor, which is the 
parent of wealth, is entitled to para- 
mount consideration. 

Resolved, That we proclaim to the 
world that principle is to be preferred j 
to power; that the Democratic party j 
is held together by the cohesion of) 
time honored principles, which they 
will never surrender in exchange for 
all the offices which Presidents con- 
fer. The pangs of the minorities are 
doubtless excruciating; but we wel- 
come an eternal minority, under the 
banner inscribed with our principles, 
rather that an almighty and everlast- 
ing majority, purchased by their 
abandonment. 

Resolved, That having been betrayed 
at Baltimore into a false creed and a 
false leadership by the convention, we 
repudiate both, and appeal to the peo- 
ple to approve our platform, and to 
rally to the polls and support the true 
platform and the candidates who em- 
body it 



The Republicans met In Philadel- 
phia, June 5, 1S72, and renominated 



U. S. Grant for President, with Henry 
Wilson of Massachusetts for Vice- 
President 

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1872. 

The Republican party of the United 
States, assembled in national conven- 
tion in the city of Philadelphia, on 
the 5th and 6th days of June, 1872, 
again declares its fakh, appeals to its 
history and announces its position 
upon the questions before the country: 

1. During eleven years of suprem- 
acy it has, accepted, with grand cour- 
age, the solemn duties of the time. It 
suppressed a gigantic rebellion, eman- 
cipated four millions of slaves, decreed 
the equal citizenship of all, and es- 
tablished universal suffrage, exhibiting 
unparalleled magnanimity; it crimi- 
nally punished no man for political of- 
fenses, and warmly welcomed all who 
proved their loyalty by obeying the 
laws and dealing justly with their 
neighbors. It has steadily decreased, 
with firm hand, the resultant disorders 
of a great war, and initiated a wise 
and humane policy toward the Indians.^ 
The Pacific railroad and similar vast ; 
enterprises have been generously aid- $ 
ed and successfully conducted, the pub- 
lic lands freely given to 'actual set- 
tlers, immigration protected and en- 
couraged and a full acknowledgmeiint 
of naturalized citizens' rights secured 
from European powers. A uniform 
national currency has been provided, 
repudiation frowned down, the na- 
tional credit sustained under the most 
extraordinary burdens, and new bonds 
negotiated at lower rates. The reve- 
nues have been carefully collected and 
honestly applied. Despite annual large 
reductions of the rates of taxation, the 
public debt has been reduced during 
General Grant's Presidency at the rate 
of a hundred millions a year, great 
financial crises have been avoided and 
peace and plenty prevail throughout 
the land. Menacing foreign difficulties 
have been peacefully and honorably 
compromised, and the honor and 
power of the nation kept in high re- 
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spect throughout the world. This glo- 
rious record of the past is the party's 
best pledge for the future. We believe 
the people will not entrust the Qov- 
ernmeE^t to any party or combination 
of men composed chiefly of those who 
have resisted every step of this benefi- 
cent progress. 

2. The recent amendments to the 
nationial Constitution should be cor- 
dially sustained because they are right, 
not merely tolerated because they are 
law, and should be carried out accord- 
ing to their spirit by appropriate legis- 
lation, the enforcement of which can 
safely be entrusted only to the party 
that secured those amendments. 

3. Complete liberty and exact equal- 
ity in the enjoyment of all civil, po- 
litical, and public rights should be es- 
tablished and effectually maintained 
throughout the Union by efllcient and 
appropriate State and Federal legisla- 
tion. Neither the law nor its admin- 
istration should admit any discrimina- 
tion in respect to citizens by reason 
of race, creed, color, or previous con- 
dition of servitude. 

4. The National Government should 
seek to maintain honorable peace with 
all nations^ protecting its citizens 
everywhere, and sympathizing with all 
peoples who strive for greater liberty. 

5. Any system of civil service un- 
der which the subordinate positions of 
the Government are considered re- 
wards for mere party zeal is fatally 
demoralizing; and, we therefore, favor 
a reform of the system, by laws which 
shall abolish the evils of patronage, 
and make honesty, eflElciency, and fi- 
delity the essential qualifications for 
public positions, without practically 
creating a life tenure of oflElce. v 

/ 6. We are opposed to further grants 
/ of the public lands to corporations and 
\ monc^olles, and demand that the na- 
tional domain be set apart for free, 
domes for the people. 

7. . The annual revenue after paying 
current expenditures, pensions and the 
Interest on the public debt, should fur- 
nish a moderate balance for the re- 
duction of the principal; and that rev- 
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enue, except so much as may be de- 
rived from a tax upon tobacco and 
liquors, should be raised by duties 
upon importations, the details of which 
should be so adjusted as to aid in se- 
curing remunerative wages to labor, 
and promote the industries, prosperity, 
and growth of the whole country. 

8.. We hold in undying honor the 
soldiers and sailors whose valor saved 
the Union. Their pensions are a sa- 
cred debt of the nation, and the wid- 
ows and orphans of those who died for 
their country are entitled to the care 
of a generous and grateful people. We 
favor such additional legislation as 
will extend the bounty of the Govern- 
ment to all our soldiers and sailors 
who were honorably discharged, and 
who in the line of duty became dis- 
abled, without regard to the length of 
service or the cause of such discharge. 

9. The doctrine of Great Britain 
and other European powers concern- 
ing allegiance — "once a subject always 
a subject"^having at last, through the 
efforts of the Republican party, been 
abandoned, and the American idea of 
the individuars right to transfer alle- 
giance having been accepted by Euro- 
pean nations, it is the duty of our 
Government to guard with jealous care 
the rights of adopted citizens against 
the assumption of unauthorized claims 
by their former governments, and we 
urge continued careful encouragement 
and protection of voluntary immigra- 
tion. 

10. The franking privilege ought to 
be abolished, and a way prepared for a 
speedy reduction in the rates of post- 
age. 

11. Among the questions which press 
for attention is that which concerns 
,the relation of capital and labor; and 
the Republican party recognizes the 
,<iuty of so shaping legislation as to 
' secure full protection -and the amplest 

field for capital, and for labor, the 
creator of capital, the largest oppor- 
tunities and a just share of the mutual 
profits of these two gr«rat ««rvants of 
civilization. 

12. We hold that Congress aMd the 
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President have only fulfilled an im- 
perative duty in their measures for 
the suppression of violence and treas- 
onable organizations in certain lately 
rebellious regions, and for the protec- 
tion of the ballot box; and therefore, 
they are entitled to the thanks of the 
nation. 

13. We denounce repudiation of the 
public debt, in any form or disguise, 
as a national crime. We witness with 
pride the reduction of the principal of 
the debt, and gt the rates of interest 
upon the balance, ajid confidently ex- 
pect that our excellent national cur- 
rency will be perfected by a speedy 
resumption of specie payment. 

14. The Republican party is mindful 
of its obligations to the loyal women 
of America for their noble devotion to 
the cause of freedom. Their admission 
to wider fields of use^fulness Is viewed 
with satisfaction; and the honest de- 
mand of any class of citizens for addi- 
tional rights should De treated with 
respectful consideration. 

15. We heartily approve the action 
of Congress in extending amnesty to 
those lately in rebellion, and rejoice 
in the growth of peace and fraternal 
feeling throughout the land. 

16. The Republican party proposes 
to respect the rights reserved by the 
people to themselves as carefully as 
the powers delegated by them to the 
States and to the Federal Government. 
It disapproves of the resort to uncon- 
stitutional laws for the purpose of re- 
moving evils, by interference with 
rights not surrendered by the people 
to either State or National Govern- 
ment- 

17. It is the duty of the General 
Government to adopt such measures 
as may tend to encourage and restore 
American commerce and ship-build- 
ing. 

18. We believe that the modest pa- 
triotism, the earnest purpose, the 
sound judgment, the practical wisdom, 
the incorruptible integrity, and the il- 
lustrious services of Ulysses S. Grant 
have commended him to the heart of 
tlL« Amerleau people; and with him 



at our head we «tart to-day upon a 
new march to victory. 

19. Henry Wilson, nominated for 
the Vice-Presidency, known to the 
whole land from the early days of the 
great struggle for liberty as an inde- 
fatigable laborer in all campaigns, an 
incorruptible legislator and represen- 
tative man of American institutions, 
is worthy to associate with our great 
leader and share the honors which we 
pledge our best efforts to bestow upon 
them. 



RESULT OF ELECTION OF 1872. 

Grant and Wilson received 286 elec- 
toral votes of a total 317 cast by 37 
states. ' 

Six states — ^Maryland, Georgia, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, Missouri and Texas 
— voted for Greeley and Brown, but 
the death of Horace Greeley occurred 
on Nov. 29, and the electoral votes 
cast were for various persons. 

For President, B. Gratz Brown re- 
ceived 18, Thos. A. Hendricks 42. 
Chas. J. Jenkins 2 and David Davis 1. 

For Vice-President, B. Gratz Brown 
received 47, A. H. Colqult 5, Geo. W. 
Julian 5, John M. Palmer 3, T. E. 
Bramlette 3, W. B. Macken 1, N, B. 
Banks 1, U. S. Groesbeck 1. 

The popular vote was: Grant 3,597,- 
070, Greeley 2,834,079, O'Connor 29,489, 
Black 5,608. 

Financial legislation, which was in 
the direction of steadily reducing the 
amount of money in circulation, led to 
the organization of a party demanding 
monetary reform. 

In 1873 an act was passed which 
suspended the coinage of silver dollars 
and this, coupled with the gradual re- 
tirement of the outstanding "green- 
back" circula4:ion, created the ' well 
founded apprehension that lower prices 
of property would prevail, as the 
amount of money in circulation grew 
less. 

In September a financial panic oc- 
curred which swept into l)ankrptc3r 
thousands of people and j^efltroyfid 
general confidence. Money wa« drawn 
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from the banks by depositx>rs to such 
an extent that nearly all the leading 
banks were compelled to suspend. In 
explaining the cause of this panic, 
Barnes in his popular U. S. History, 
mentions -as a principal one "the con- 
traction of the currency from six hun- 
dred and ninety-nine million dollars in 
1865 to three hundred and forty-seven 
million dollars in 1873." 

In 1874 a "Greenback" convention 
was held at Indianapolis and proposi- 
tions were indorsed in favor of paper 
money issued by the Government 
based on the faith and resources of 
the nation; and opposing the issue of 
currency by banking corporations, as 
well as denouncing the policy of con- 
traction and bond issues. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1876. 

In • September, 1875, a convention 
met at Pittsburg and adopted a plat- 
form as the American National party; 
nominatmg for President, James B. 
Walker of Illinois, and for Vice-Pres- 
ident, Donald Kirkpatrick of New 
York. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL PLATFORM. 

We hold: 

1. That ours is a Christian and not 
a heathen nation, and that the God of 
the Christian Scriptures is the author 
of civil government. 

2. That God requires and man needs 
a Sabbath. 

3. That the prohibition of the im- 
portation, manufacture, and sale of in- 
toxicating drinks as a beverage, is the 

! true policy on the temperance ques- 
tion. 

4. That charters of all secret lodges 
granted by our Federal and State leg- 
islatures should be withdrawn, and 

t their oaths prohibited by law. 
I 5. That the civil equality secured 
I to all American citizens by Articles 
: 13th, 14th and 15th of our amended 
Constitution should be preserved in- 
violate. 

6. That arbitration of differences 
with nations is the most direct and 



sure method of securing and perpetu- 
ating a permanent peace. 

7. That to cultivate the intellect 
without improving the morals of men 
is to make mere adepts and experts; 
therefore, the Bible shquld be asso- 1 
elated with books of science and lit- 
erature in all our educational institu- 
tions. 

8. That land and other monopolies * 
should be discountenanced. 

9. That the Government should fur- 
nish the people with an ample and 
sound currency and a return to specie 
payment as soon as practicable. 

10. The maintenance of the public 
credit, protection to all loyal citizens 
and justice to Indians, are essential to 
the honor and safety of our nation. 

11. And, finally, we demand for the 

(American people the abolition of elec- 
toral colleges, and a direct vote for 
President and Vice-President of the 
United States. 

On May 17, 1876, a "Greenback" con- 
vention was held at Indianapolis; 
Peter Cooper of New York was nomi- 
nated for President and Samuel F. 
Cary of Ohio for Vice*President. 

INDEPENDENT GREENBACK 
PLATFORM. 

The Independent party is called into 
existence by the necessities of the peo- 
ple whose industries are prostrated, 
whose labor is deprived of Its just 
reward by a ruinous policy which the 
Republican and Democratic parties re- 
fuse to change; and, in view of the 
failure of these parties to furnish re- 
lief to the depressed industries of the 
country, thereby disappointing the 
just hopes and , expectations of a suf- 
fering people, we declare our prin- 
ciples, and invite all independent and 
patriotic men to join our ranks in this 
movement for financial reform and in- 
dustrial emancipation. 

1. We demand the immediate and 
unconditional repeal of the specie re- 
sumption act of January 14, 1875, anil 
the rescue of our industries from rain 
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and disaster resulting from its en- 
forcement; and we call upon all patri- 
otic men to organize in every Con- 
gressional district of the country, 
with a view of electing representatives 
to Congress who will carry out the 
wishes of the people in this regard 
and stop to present suicidal and de- 
structive policy of contraction. 

2. We believe that a United States 
note, issued directly by the Govern- 
ment, and convertible, on demand, into 
United States obligations, bearing a 
rate of interest not exceeding one cent 
a day on each one hundred dollars and 
exchangeable for United States notes 
at par, will afPord the best circulating 
medium ever devised. Such United 
States notes should be full legal tend- 
ers for all purposes, except for the 
payment of such obligations as are, 
by existing contracts, especially made 
payable in coin; and we hold that it 
is the duty of the Government to prove 
such a circulating medium, and insist, 
in the language of Thomas Jefferson, 
that "bank paper must be suppressed, 
and the circulation restored to the na- 
tion, to whom it belongs." 

3. It is the paramount duty of the 
Government In all its legislation, to 
keep in view the full development of 
all legitimate business, agricultural, 
mining, manufacturing and commer- 
cial. 

4. We most earnestly protest 
against any further issue of gold 
bonds for sale in foreign markets, by 
which we would be made, for a long 
period, "hewers of wood" and drawers 
of water" to foreigners, especially as 
the American people would gladly and 
promptly take at par all bonds the 
Government may need to sell, provided 
they are made payable at the option; 
of the holder, and bearing interest at'. 
3.65 per cent per annum or even a; 
lower rate. 

5. We further protest against the, 
sale of Government bonds for the pur- ; 
pose of purchasing silver to be used 
cut a substitute for our more eonve- 
Mlent and less fluctuating fractional 
currency, which, although well calcu- 



lated to enrich owners of silver mines, 
yet in operation it will etill farther 
oppress, in taxation, an already over- 
burdened people. 

The Prohibition convention met in 
Cleveland, Ohio, May 17, 1876, and 
nominated Green Clay Smith of Ken- 
tucky for President and Gideoin T. 
Stewart of Ohio for Vice-President. 

PROHIBITION PLATFORM OF 1876. 

The Prohibition Reform party of 
the United States, organized in the 
name of the people, to revive, enforce 
and perpetuate in the Government the 
doctrines of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, tfnbmit, in this centennial 
year of the Republic, for the suffrages 
of all good citizens, the following plat- 
forms and measures: 

1. The legal prohibition in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the Territories, and 
in every other place subject to the laws 
of Congress, of the importation, ex- 
portation, manufacture, and traflBc of 
all alcoholic beverages, as a high 
crime against society: an amendment 
of the National Constitution, to render 
these prohibitory measures universal 
and permanent; and the adoption of 
treaty stipulations with foreign pow- 
ers, to prevent the importation of all 
alcoholic beverages. 

2. The abolition of class legislation 
and of special privileges in the Govern- 
ment, and the adoption of equal suf- 
frage and eligibility to office, without 
distinction of jrace, religious creed, 
property or sex. 

' 3. The appropriation of the public 
lands, in limited quantities to actual 
settlers only; the reduction of the rates 
of inland and ocean postage; of tele- 
graph communication; of railroad and 
water transportation and travel, to the 
lowest practical point, by tforce of 
laws, wisely and justly framed, with 
reference, not only to the interest of 
capital employed, but to the l^gher 
claims of the genetral good. 

4. The suppression by laws» of lot- 
teries and gambling in gold, stocks. 
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produce and every form of money 
and property, and the penal Inhibition 
of the use of the public mails for ad- 
vertising schemes of gambling and 
lotteries. 

5 The abolition of those foul enor- 
mities, polygamy and the social evil; 
and the protection of purity, peace and 
happiness of homes, by ample and 
efficient legislation. 

6. The national observance of the 
Christian Sabbath, established by laws 
prohibiting ordinary labor and busi- 
ness in all departments of public serv- 
ice and private employment (works 
of necessity, charity and religion ex- 
cepted) on that day. 

7. The establishment, by mandatory 
provisions in national and State consti- 
tutions, and by all necessary legisla- 
tion, of a system of free public schools 
for the universal and forced education 
of all the youth of the land. 

8. The free use of the Bible, not 
as a ground for religious creeds, but 
as a text book of the purest morality, 
the best liberty, and the noblest litera- 
ture, in our public schools, that our 
children may grow up in its light, and 
that its spirit and principles may per- 
vade our nation. 

9. The separation of the Govern- 
ment in all its departments and insti- 
tutions, Including the public schools 
and all funds for their maintenance, 
from the control of every religious sect 
or other association, and the protec- 
tion alike of all sects by equal laws, 
with entire freedom and religious faith 
and worship. 

10. The introduction into all treat- 
ies hereafter negotiated with foreign 
governments of a provision for the 
amicable settlement of international 
difficulties by arbitration. 

11. The abolition of all barbarous 
modes and In^ruments of punishment; 
the recognition of the laws of God 
and the claims of humanity in the dis- 
cipline of jails and prisons, and of 
that higher and wiser civilization 
worthy of our age and nation, which 
regards the reform of criminals as a 
means for the prevention of crime. 



12. The abolition of executive and 
legislative patronage, and the election 
of President, Vice-President, United 
States Senators, and all civil officers, 
so far as practicable, by the direct vote 
of the people. 

13. The practice of a friendly and 
liberal policy to immigrants from all 
nations, the guarantee to them of 
ample protection and of equal rights 
and privileges. 

14. The separation of the money of 
the Government from all banking in- 
stitutions. The National Government, 
only, should exercise the high prerog- 
ative of issuing paper money, and that 
should be subject to prompt redemp- 
tion on demand, in gold and silver, 
the only equal standards of value rec- 
ognized by the civilized world. 

15. The reduction of 'the salaries of 
public officers in a just ratio with the 
decline of wages and market prices; 
the abolition of sinecures, unnecessary 
offices, and official fees and perqui- 
sites; the practice of strict economy in 
Government expenses; and a tree and 
thorough investigation into any and 
all alleged abuses of public trust. 



The Republican convention met at 
Cincinnati, June 14, 1876, and nomin- 
ated Rutherford B. Hayes of Ohio for 
President and William A. Wheeler of 
New York for Vice-President. 

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1876. 

When, in the economy of Providence, 
this land was to be purged of human 
slavery, and when the strength of the 
Government of the people, by the peo- 
ple and for the people Was to be dem- 
onstrated, the Republican party came 
into power. Its deeds have passed into 
history, and we look back to them, 
with pride. Incited by their memories 
to high aims for the good of our coun- 
try and mankind, and looking to the 
future with unfaltering courage, hope 
and purpose, we, the representatives of 
the party, in national convention as- 
sembled, make the following declara- 
tion of principles: 
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1. The United States of America is 
a nation, not a league. By the com- 
bined workings of the national and 
State Governments, under their re- 
spective constitutions, the rights of 
every citizen are secured at home 
and abroad, and the common welfare 
promoted. 

2. The Republican party has pre- 
served these governments to the hun- 
dredth anniversary of the nation*» 
birth and they are now embodiments 
of the great truths spoken at its cra- 
dle — "That all men are created equal; 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights, among 
which are life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness; that for the attainment 
of these ends governments have been 
instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the 
governed.'* Until these truths are 
cheerfully obeyed, or, if need be, vigor- 
ously enforced, the work of the Re- 
publican party is unfinished. 

3. The permanent pacification of 
the southern section of the Union, 
and the complete protection of all its 
citizens in the free enjoyment of all 
their rights, is a duty to which the 
Republican party stands sacredly 

. pledged. The power to provide for the 
enforcement of the principles em- 
bodied in the recent Constitutional 
amendments is vested by those amend- 
ments, in the Congress by the United 
States; and we declare it to be the 
solemn obligation of the legislative 
and executive departments of the Gov- 
ernment to put into immediate and 
vigorous exercise all their Constitu- 
tional powers for removing any just 
causes of discontent on the part of 
any class, and for securing to every 
American citizen complete liberty and 
exact equality in the exercise of all 
civil, political and public rights. To 
this end we imperatively demand a 
Congress and a Chief Executive whose 
courage and fidelity to these duties 
shall not falter until these results are 
placed beyond dispute or recall. 

4. In the first act of Congress 
signed by President Grant, the na- 



tional Government assumed to remoTe 
any doubt of its purpose to .discharge 
all just obligations to the public credi- 
tors, and "solemnly pledged its faith 
to make provision at the earliest prac- 
ticable period for the redemption ol 
the United States notes In coin." Com- 
mercial prosperity, public morals, and 
national credit demand that this prom- 
ise be fulfilled by a continuous and 
steady progress to specie payment. 

5. Under the Constitution, the Pres- 
ident and heads of departments are to 
make nominations for office, the Sen- 
ate is to advise and consent to ap- 
pointments, and the House of Repre- 
sentatives is to accuse and prosecute 
faithless officers. The best Interests 
of the public service demand that 
these distinctions be respected; that 
Senators and Representatives who may 
be judges and accusers should not dic- 
tate appointments to office. The inva- 
riable rule in appointment should have 
reference to the honesty, fidelity and 
capacity of " the appointees, giving to 
the party in power those places when 
harmony and vigor of administration 
require its policy to be represented 
but permitting all others to be filled 
by persons selected "with sole refer- 
ence to the efficiency of the public 
service, and the right of all citizens 
to share in the honor of rendering 
faithful service to the country. 

6. We rejoice in the quickened con- 
science of the people concerning poli- 
tical affairs, and will hold all public 
officers to a rigid responsibility, and 
engage that tjie prosecution and pun- 
ishment of all who betray official 
trusts shall be swift, thorough and un- 
sparing. 

7. The public school system of the 
several States is the bulwark of the 
American Republic; and, with a view 
to its security and permanence, we 
recommend an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, for- 
bidding the application of any pub- 
lic funds or property for the benefit 
of any schools or institutions under 
sectarian control. 

8. The revenue necessary for cur- 
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r^nt expenditures, and the obligations 
of tlie public debt, must be largely 
derived from duties upon importations, 
which, so far as possible, should be 
adjusted to promote the interests of 
American labor and -advance the pros- 
perity of the whole country. 

9. We reaflBrm our opposition to 
further grants of the public lands to 
corporations and monopolies, and de- 
mand that the national domain be de- 
voted to free homes for the people, 

10. It is the imperative duty of th< 
Government so to modify existing 
treaties with European governments, 
that the same protection shall be af- 
forded to the adopted American citi- 
zen that is given to the native-born; 
and that all necessary laws should 
be passed to protect emigrants in the 
absence of power in the States for that 
purpose. 

11. It is the immediate duty of 
Congress to fully investigate the effect 
of the immigration and importation 
of Mongolians upon the moral and 
material interests of the country. 

12. The Republican party recognizes 
with approval the substantial advances 
recently made toward the establish- 
ment of equal rights for women by the 
many important amendments effected 
by Republican legislatures in the laws 
which concern the personal and prop- 
erty relations of wives, mothers and 
widows, and by the appointment and 
election of women to the superintend- 
ence of education, charities and other 
public trusts. The honest demands 
of this class of citizens for addi- 
tional rights, privileges, and immuni- 
ties, should be treated with r^pectful 
consideration. 

13. The Constitution confers upon 
Congress sovereign powers over the 
Territories of the United States for 
their government; and in the exercise 
of this power is the right and duty 
of Congress to prohibit and extirpate, 
in the Territories, that relic of barbar- 
ism — polygamy; alid we demand such 
legislation as shall secure this end and 
the supremacy of American institu- 
tions in all the Territories. 



14. The pledges which the nation 
has given to her soldiers and sailors 
must be^fulfilled, and a grateful people 
will always hold those who imperiled 
their lives for the country's preserva- 
tion in the kindest remembrance. 

15. We hereby sincerely deprecate 
all sectional feeling and tendencies. 
We, therefore, note with deep solici- 

ude that the Democratic party counts, 
'as its chief hope of success, upon the 
electoral vote of a united south, se- 
cured through the efforts of those who 
were recently arrayed against the na- 
tion; and we invoke the earnest at- 
tention of the country to the grave 
truth that a success thus achieved 
would reopen sectional strife and im- 
peril national honor and human rights. 
J6. We charge the Democratic party 
with being the same in character and 
spirit as when it sympathized with 
treason; with making its control of 
the House of Representatives the tri- 
umph and opportunity of the nation's 
recent foes; with reasserting and ap- 
plauding in the national capltol, the 
sentiments of irrepentent rebellion; 
with sending Union soldiers to the 
rear, and promoting Confederate sol- 
diers to the front; with deliberately 
proposing to repudiate the plightea 
faith of the Government; with being 
equally false and imbecile upon the 
overshadowing financial questions; 
with thwarting the ends of justice by 
its partisan mismanagement and ob- 
struction of investigation; with prov- 
ing itself through the period of its 
ascendency in the lower house of 
Congress utterly incompetent to ad- 
minister the Government; and we 
warn the country against trusting the 
party thus alike unworthy, recreant 
and incapable. 

17. The national administration 
merits commendation for its honorable 
work in the management of domestic 
and foreign affairs, and President 
Grant deserves the continued hearty 
gratitude of the American people for 
his patriotism and his eminent serv- 
ices in war atfd in peace. 

18. We present, as our candidates 
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for President ana Vice-Preeldent of the 
United States, two distinguished 
statesmen of eminent ability and char- 
acter, and conspicuously fitted for 
those high offices, and we confidently 
appeal to the American people to en- 
trust the administration of their pub- 
lic affairs to Rutherford B. Hayes and 
William A. Wheeler. 



The Democratic convention met. in 
St. Louis, June 27, and nominated 
Samuel J. Tilden of New York for 
President, and Thomas A. Hendricks 
of Indiana for Vice-President 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OP 1876. 

We, the delegates of the Democratic 
party of the United States, in national 
convention assembled, do hereby de- 
clare the administration of the Fed- 
eral Government to be in urgent need 
of Immediate reform;' do hereby enjoin 
upon the nominees of this convention 
and of the Democratic party in each 
State, a zealous effort and co-opera- 
tion to this end; and do hereby appeal 
to our fellow citizens of every former 
political connection to undertake, with 
us, this first most pressing patriotic 
duty. 

For the Democracy of the whole 
country, we do here reaffirm our faith 
in the permanence of the Federal 
Union, our devotion to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, with its 
amendments universally accepted* as 
a final settlement of the controversies 
that engendered civil war, and do here 
record our steadfast confidence in the 
perpetuity of republican self-govern- 
ment. 

In absolute acquiescence in the will 
of the majority — the vital principle 
of republics; in the supremacy of the 
civil over the military authority; in 
the total separation of church from 
State, for the sake alike of civil and 
religious freedom, in the equality of all 
citizens before just laws of their own 
enactment; in the liberty of individual 
conduct, unvexed by sumptuary laws; 
in the faithful education of the rising 



generation, tlmt they may inneoerTt, 
enjoy and transmit these best condi- 
tions of human happiness and hope— 
we behold the noblest products of a 
hundred years of changeful history; 
but while upholding the boild of our 
Union the great charter of these our 
rights, it behooves a free people to 
practice also that eternal vigilence 
which is the price of liberty. 

Reform is necessary to -rebuild and 
establish in the hearts of the whole 
people the Union, eleven years ago 
happily rescued from the danger of a 
secession of States, but now to be 
saved from a corrupt centralism which, 
after inflicting upon ten States the ra- 
pacity of carper-bag tyranny, has 
xioney-combed the offices of the Fed- 
eral Government itself, with incapa- 
city, waste and fraud; infected States 
and municipalities with the contagion 
of misrule; and locked fast the pros- 
perity of an industrious people in 
the paralysis of **hard times." 

Reform is necessary to establish a 
sound currency, restore the public 
credit, and maintain the national 
honor. 

We denounce the failure, for all 
these eleven years of peace, to make 
good the promise of the legal tender 
notes, which are a changing standard 
of value in the hands of the people, 
and the non-payment of which is a 
disregard of the plighted faith of the 
nation. 

We denounce the improvidence 
which, in eleven years of peace has 
taken from the people in federal taxes, 
thirteen times the whole amount of 
legal-tender notes, and squandered 
four times their sum in useless ex- 
pense without accumulating any re- 
serve for their redemption. 

We denounce the financial imbecility 
and immorality of that party which, 
during eleven years of peace, has made 
no advance toward resumiption, but, 
instead has obstructed resumption, by 
wasting our resources and exhaust- 
ing all our surplus income; and, while 
annually professing to intend a speedy 
return to specie payments, has annual- 
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ly enacted fresh hindraneee thereto. 
As such hindrance we denounce the 
resumption clause of 1875, and we here 
demand its repeal. 

We demand a judicious system of 
preparation, by public economies, by 
official retrenchments, and by wise 
finance, which shall enable the nation 
soon to assure the whole world of its 
perfect ability and of its perfect readi- 
ness to meet any of its promises at 
the cail of the creditor entitled to pay- 
ment. We believe such a system, well 
devised and, above all, intrusted to 
competent hands for execution, creat- 
ing, at no time an artificial scarcity of 
currency, and at no time alarming the 
public mind into a withdrawal of that 
vaister machinery of credit by which 
95 per cent of all business transac- 
tions are performed; a system open, 
public, and inspiring general confi- 
dence, would, from the day of its adop- 
tion, bring healing on its wings to all 
our harassed industries — ^set in motion 
the wheels of commerce, manufactures, 
and the mechanic arts — restore em- 
ployment to labor — and renew, in all 
its natural sources, the prosperity of 
the people. 

Reform is necessary in the sense 
and modes of Federal taxation, to the 
end that capital may be set free from 
distrust and labor lightly burdened. 

We denounce the present tariff, lev- 
ied upon nearly four thousand articles, 
as a master-piece of injustice, ine- 
quality and false pretense. It yields a 
dwindling, not a yearly rising, rev- 
enue. It has impoverished many in- 
dustries, to subsidize a few. It pro- 
hibits imports that the people might 
purchase* the products of American 
labor. It has degraded Ameri- 
can commerce from the first to 
an inferior rank on the high 
seas. It has cut down the sales of 
American manufactures at home and 
abroad, and depleted the returns ot 
American agriculture — an Industry fol- 
lowed by half our people. It costs the 
people five times more than it pro- 
duces to the treasury, obstructs the 
processes of production, and wastes 



the fruits of labor. It promotes fraud, 
fosters smuggling, enriches dishonest 
officials, and bankrupts honest mer- 
chants. We demand that all custom 
hous^ taxation shall be only for rev- 
enue. 

Reform is necessary in the scale of 
public expense — Federal, State and 
municipal. Our Federal taxation has 
swollen from sixty millions in gold, 
in 1860, to four hundred and fifty 
million^ currency, in 1870; our aggre- 
gate taxation from one hundred and 
fiftynfour millions gold, in 1860, to 
seven hundred and thirty millions 
currency, in 1870 or, in one decade, 
from less than five dollars per head to 
more than eighteen dollars per head. 
Since the peace, the people have paid 
to their tax gatherers more than 
thrice the sum of the national debt, 
and more than twice that sum for the 
Federal Government alone. We de- 
mand £L vigorous frugality in every de- 
partment and from every officer of the 
Government. 

Reform is necessary to put a stop 
to the profligate waste of public lands, 
and their diversion from actual set- 
tlers, by the party in power, which has 
squandered 200,000,000 of acres upon 
railroads alone and, out of more than 
thrice that aggregate, has disposed of 
less than a sixth directly to tillers of 
the soil. 

Reform is necessary to correct the 
omission of a Republican Congress, 
and the errors of our treaties and our 
diplomacy which have stripped our 
fellow-citizens of foreign birth and 
kindred race re-crossing the Atlantic 
of the shield of American citizenship, 
and have exposed our brethren of the 
Pacific coast to the incursions of a 
race not sprung from the same great 
parent stock, and in fact now by law, 
denied citizenship through natural- 
ization, as being neither accustomed to 
the traditions of a progressive civili- 
zation nor exercised in liberty under 
equal laws. We denounce the policy 
which thus discards the liberty-loving 
German and tolerates a revival of the 
coolie trade in Mongolian women, im- 



88 



THK PLATFORM TEXT BOOK. 



ported for immoral purposes, and Mon- 
golian men, held to perform servile 
labor contracts, and demand such mod- 
ification of the treaty with the Chinese 
Empire, or such legislation ^thin 
Constitutional limitations, as shall 
prevent further importation or immi- 
gration of the Mongol ion race. 

Reform is necessary, and can never 
be effected but by making it a control- 
ling issue of the elections, and lifting 
it above the two false issues with 
which the ofllce-holding class and the 
party in power seek to smother it: 

1. The false issue with which they 
would enkindle sectarian strife in re- 
spect to the public schools, of which 
the establishment and support belongs 
exclusively to the several States, and 
which the Democratic party has cher- 
ished from their foundation, and is re- 
solved to maintain, without prejudice 
or preference for any class, sect, or 
.creed, and without largesses from the 
treasury to any. 

2. The false issue by which they 
seek to light anew the dying embers 
of sectional hate between kindred peo- 
ples once estranged, but now united in 
one indivisible Republic and a com- 
mon destiny. 

Reform is necessary in the civil serv- 
ice. Experience proves that efficient, 
economical conduct of the Govern- 
mental business is not possible if its 
civil service be subject to change at 
every election, be a prize fought for at 
the ballot box, be a brief reward of 
party zeal, instead of posts of honor 
assigned for proved competency, and 
held for fidelity in the public employ; 
that the dispensing of patronage 
should neither be a tax upon the time 
of all our public men, nor the instru- 
ment of their ambition. Here, again, 
promises falsified in the performance, 
attest that the party in power can 
work out no practical or salutary re- 
form. 

Reform is necessary, even more, in 
the higher grades of the public serv- 
ice, President, Vice-President, judges. 
Senators, Representatives, cabinet of- 
ficers — these, and all others in author- 



ity—era the people's serranta. Their 
offices are not a private perquisite; 
they are a public trust. When the an- 
nals of this Republic show the disgrace 
and censure of a Vice-President; a late 
Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives marketing his rulings as a pre- 
siding officer; three Senators profit- 
ing secretly by their votes as law- 
makers; five chairmen of the leading 
committees of the late House of Rep- 
resentatives exposed in jobbery; a late 
Secretary of the Treasury forcing bal- 
ances in the public accounts; a late At- 
torney General misappropriating public 
funds; a Secretary of the Navy en- 
riched or enriching friends, by percent- 
ages levied off the profits of contract- 
ors with his department; an ambassa- 
dor to England concerned in a dis- 
honorable speculation; the President's 
private secretary barely escaping con- 
viction upon trial for guilty compli- 
city in frauds upon the revenue; the 
Secretary of War impeached for high 
crimes and misdemeanors— the demon- 
stration is complete, that the first step 
in reform must be the people's choice 
of honest men from another party, 
lest the disease of one i>olitical or- 
ganization infect the body politic, and 
lest by making no change of men or 
parties we get no change of measures 
and no real reform. 

All these abuses, wrongs and 
crimes — the product of sixteen years' 
ascendency of the Republican party — 
create a necessity for reform, con- 
fessed by the Republicans themselves; 
but their reformers are voted down in 
convention and displaced from the 
cabinet. The party's mass of honest 
voters is powerless to resist* the 80,- 
000 office-holders, its leaders and 
guides. 

Reform can only be had by a peace- 
ful civic revolution. We demand a 
change of system, a change of ad- 
ministration, a change of parties, that 
we may have a change of measures 
and of men. 

Resolved, That this convention, rep- 
resenting the Democratic party of the 
United States, do cordially indorse the 
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action of the present House of Repre- 
sentatives, in reducing and curtailing 
tlie expenses of the Federal Govern- 
ment, in cutting down salaries and ex- 
travagant appropriations, and in abol- 
ishing useless offices and places not 
required by fthe public necessities; 
and we shall trust to the firmness of 
the Democratic members of the House 
that no committee of conference and 
no misrepresentation of the rules will 
be alloiwed to defeat these wholesome 
measures of economy demanded by the 
country. 

Resolved, That the soldiers and sail- 
ors of the Republic, and the widows 
and orphans of those who have fallen 
in battle, have a just claim upon the 
care, protection and gratitude of their 
fellow-citizens. 

RESULT OF ELECTION OF 1876. 

The election of 1876 resulted in a 
contest which was not finally settled 
until near the date of inauguration, 
the commission deciding the case ad- 
journing on March 2, 1877. 

Questions arose as to the electoral 
votes of four statefe^ vizw: Oregon^ 
South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, 
which caused much excitement and bit- 
ter controversy. 

It was finally agreed that the Sen- 
ate and House should meet in joint 
session in the House of Represenfa- 
tives to count the vote and where 
there wa:s more than one return from 
a state, the matter should be referred 
to a special commission of fifteen men 
who should decide the contest. 

This election commission was com- 
posed of five Senators, five Represent- 
atives and five Justices of the Supreme 
Court. 

This commission to pass on conflict- 
ing returns was agreed on by con- 
current action of both houses of Con- 
gress to consist of an equal number 
of Republicans and Democrats to the 
number of seven of each, and the se- 
lection of the remaining member of the 
eommission was delegated to the four 
Judges of the Supreme Court. 



The act named on the part of the 
Republicans, Senators George F. Ed- 
munds of Vermont, Oliver P. Morton 
of Indiana and F. T. Frelinghuysen of 
New Jersey; Representatives James A. 
Garfield of Ohio and George F. Hoar 
of Massachusetts; Judges William 
Strong and Samuel J. Millar; while on 
the part of the Der">ocrat8 were named, 
Senators T. F. Bayard of Delaware and 
Francis Kernan of New York; Repre- 
sentatives H. B. Payne of Ohio, B. 
Hunton of Virginia, J. G. Abbott of 
Massachusetts, and Judges Nathan 
Clifford and Stephen J. Field. The 
four Judges named Joseph P. Brad- 
ley, a Republican, to complete the com- 
mission. 

All the contests being decided by a 
strict party vote of 8 to 7 in favor of 
the Republicans, gave to R. B. Hayes 
185 electoral votes, Samuel J. Tilden 
184. 

The popular vote was: Hayes and 
Wheeler 4,033,975. Tilden and Hend- 
ricks 4,284,757, Cooper and Cary 81,-. 
740, Stewart and Smith, 9,522, Walker 
and Kirkpatrick 2,636. 

A bill providing for the limited 
coinage of silver was passed in Con- 
gress; vetoed by President Hayes, and 
passed over his veto Feb. 28, 1878. 

This bill provided for the coinage 
of from two to four million dollars of 
silver per month, at discretion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and made 
silver dollars a legal tender for all 
debts unless contract had been made 
specially providing for payment other- 
wise, thus legalizing gold contracts. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1880. 

The Republicans met in convention 
at Chicago, June 2, 1880, and nomin- 
ated James A. Garfield of Ohio for 
President and Chester A. Arthur of 
New York for Vice-President. 

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1880. 

The Republican party, in national 
convention assembled, at the end of 
twenty years since the Federal Gov- 
ernment was first committed to its 
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charge* eubmlts to the people of the 
United States its brief report of its 
administration. 

It supipreseed a rebellion which had 
armed nearly a million of men to sub* 
vert the national authority. It recon- 
structed the Union of the States with 
freedom Instead of slavery, as its cor- 
ner-stone. It transformed four millions 
of human beings from the likeness of 
things to the rank of citizens. It re- 
lieved Congress from the infamous 
work of hunting fugitive slaves, and 
charged it to see that slavery does 
not exist 

It has raised the value of our paper 
currency from tliirty-eight per cent, 
to the par of gold. It has restored, 
upon a solid basis, payment in coin for 
all the national obligations, and has 
given us a currency absolutely good 
and equal in every part of our extend- 
ed country. It has lifted the credit 
of the nation from the point where 
six per cent bonds sold at eighty-six 
to that where four per cent bonds are 
.eagerly sought at a premium. 
/ Under its administration railways 
I have increased from 31,000 miles in 
. 1860, to more than 82,000 miles in 1879. 

Our foreign trade has Increased from 
$700,000,000 to 11,150,000,000 in the 
same time; and (Jur exports, which 
were 120,000,000 less than our imports 
in 1869 were 1264,000,000 more than our 
imports in 1879. 

Without resorting to loans, it has, 
since the war closed, defrayed the or- 
dinary expenses of government, be- 
sides the accruing interest on the pub- 
lic debt, and disbursed annually over 
$30,000,000 for soldiers' pensions. It 
has paid $888,000,000 of the public debt 
and, by refunding the balance at lower 
rates, has reduced the annual interest 
charge from nearly $151,000,000 to less 
than $89,000,000. 

All the industries of the country 
have revived, labor is in demand, 
wages have increased, and throughout 
the entire country there is evidence of 
a coming prosperity greater than we 
have ever enjoyed. 

Upon this record, the Republican 



party asks for the continued confi- 
dence and support of the people; and 
this convention submits for their ap- 
proval the following statement of the 
principles and purposes which will 
continue to guide and inspire its ef- 
forts: 

1. We affirm that the work of the 
last twenty years has been such as 
to commend itself to the f&Yoi of 
the nation, and that the fruits of the 
costly victories which we have 
achieved through immense difficulties 
should be preserved; that the peace 
regained should be cherished; that the 
dissevered Union, how happily re- 
stored, should be perpetuated, and that 
the liberties secured to this genera- 
tion should be transmitted, undimin- 
ished, to future generations; that the 
order established and the credit ac- 
quired should never be impaired; that 
the pensions promised should be paid; 
that the debt so much reduced should 
be extinguished by the full payment 
of every dollar thereof; that the reviv- 
ing industries should be further pro- 
moted; and that the commerce, al- 
ready so great, should be steadily en- 
couraged. 

2. The Constitution of the United 
States is a supreme law, and not a 
mere contract; out of Confederate 
States it made a sovereign nation. 
Some powers are denied to the nation, 
while others are denied to States; but 
the boundary between the powers del- 
egated and those reserved is to be de- 
termined by national and not by State 
tribunals. 

3. The work of popular education is 
one left to the care of the several 
States, but it is the duty of the nation- 
al Government to aid that work to 
the extent of its Constitutional ability. 
The intelligence of the nation is but 
the aggregate of the intelligence in the 
several States; and the destiny of the 
nation must be guided, not by the 
genius of any one State, but By the 
average genius of all. 

4. The Constitution wisely forbids 
Congress to make any law rjespectlng 
an establishment of religion; but it is 
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idl« to hop« that the nation can be 
protected against the influences of 
sectarianism while each State is ex- 
posed to its dominations. We, there- 
fore, recommend that the Constitution 
be so amended as to lay the same 
prohibition upon the legislature of 
each State, to forbid the appropria- 
tion of public funds to the support of 
sectarian schools. 

5. We reaffirm the belief, avowed in 
1876, that the duties levied for the 
purpose of revenue should so discrim- 
inate as to favor American labor; that 
no further grant of the public domain 
should be made to any railway or other 
corporation; that slavery having per- 
ished in the States its twin barbarity — 
polygamy— must die in the Territories; 
that everywhere the protection ac- 
corded to citizens of American birth 
must be secured to citizens by Ameri- 
can adoption. That we esteem it the 
duty of Congress to develop and im- 
prove our water-courses and harbors, 
but insist that further subsidies to 
private persons or corporations must 
cease. That the obligations of the 
Republic to the men who preserved 
its integrity in the day of battle are 
undiminished by the lapse of fifteen 
years since their final victory— to do 
them perpetual honor is, and shall 
forever be the grateful privilege and 
sacred duty of the American people. 

6. Since the authority to regulate 
immigration and Intercourse between 
the United States and foreign nations 
rests with the Congress of the United 
States and its treaty-making powers, 
the Republican party, regarding the 
unrestricted immigration of the Chi- 
nese as an evil of great magnitude, in- 
voke the exercise of that power to re- 
strain and limit that immigration by 
the enactment of such just, humane, 
and reasonable provisions as will pro- 
duce that result. 

7. That the purity and patriotism 
which characterized the early career 
of Rutherford B. Hayes in peace 
and war, and which guided the 
thoughts of our immediate predecess- 
ors to select him for a presidential can- 



didate, have continued to inspire him 
in his career as chief executive, and 
that history will accord to his admin- 
istrations the honors which are due to 
an efficient, just and courteous dis- 
charge of the public business, and will 
honor his interposition between the 
people and proposed partisan laws. 

8. We charge upon the Democratic 
party the habitual sacrifice of patriot- 
ism and justice to a supreme and in- 
satiable lust for office and patronage. 
That to obtain possession of the na- 
tional and State governments, and the 
control of place and positions, they 
have obstructed all efforts to promote 
the purity and to conserve the free- 
dom of suffrage; have devised fraudu- 
lent certifications and returns; have 
labored to unseat lawfully elected 
members of Congress to secure, at all 
hazards, the vote of a majority of the 
States in the House of Representa- 
tives; have endeavored to occupy, by 
force and fraud, the places of trust 
given to others by the people of Maine, 
and rescued by the courageous action 
of Maine's patriotic sons; have, by 
methods vicious in practice, attached 
partisan legislation to appropriation 
bills upon whose passage the very 
movements of government depend; 
have crushed the rights of the indi- 
vidual; have advocated the principle 
and sought the favor of rebellion 
against the nation, and have endeav- 
ored to obliterate the sacred memories 
of the war, and to overcome its ines- 
timably valuable results of nationality, 
personal freedom and individual equal- 
ity. Equal, steady and complete en- 
forcement of the laws and protection 
of all our citizens in the enjoyment of 
all privileges and immunities guaran- 
teed by the Constitution, are the first 
duties of the nation. The danger of a 
solid south can only be averted by a 
faithful performance of every promise 
which the nation made to the citizen. 
The execution of the laws and the pun- 
ishment of all those who violate them, 
are the only safe methods by which 
an enduring peace can be secured, and 
genuine prosperity established 
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throughout the South. Whalever 
promisee the nation makes, the na- 
tion must perform; and the nation can- 
not with safety relegate this duty to 
the States. The solid South must be 
divided by the peaceful agencies of the 
ballot, and all opinions must there 
find free expression; and to this end 
honest voters must be protected 
against terrorism, violence or fraud. 
And we affirm it to be the duty and 
the purpose of the Republican party 
to use all legitimate means to restore 
all the States of this Union to the 
most perfect harmony which may be 
practicable; and we submit to the 
practical, sensible people of the United 
States to say whether it would not be 
dangerous to the dearest interests of 
our country, at this time, to surrender 
the administration of the national 
Government to a party which seeks to 
overthrow the existing policy, under 
which we are so prosperous, and thus 
bring distrust and confusion where 
there is now order, confidence and 
hope. 

9. The Republican party, adhering to 
a principle affirmed by its last national 
convention, of respect for the Consti- 
tutional rule covering appointments to 
office, adopts the declaration of Pres- 
ident Hayes, that the reform of civil 
service should be thorough, radical 
and complete. To this end it demands 
the co-operation of the legislative with 
the executive department of the gov- 
ernment, and that Congress shall so 
legislate that fitness, ascertained by 
proper practical tests, shall admit to 
the public service; and that the power 
of removal for cause, with due respon- 
sibility for the good conduct of sub- 
ordinates, shall accomipany the power 
of appointment. 



The Democratic convention met at 
Cincinnati, June 22, 1880, and nomi- 
nated Winfleld S. ^ancock of Pennsyl- 
vania for President and W. H. Bog- 
Usk of Indiana for Vlce-Preeident. 



DEMOCRATIC PliATFORM OP IMI. 

The Democrats of the United States, 
in convention assembled, declare: 

1. We pledge ourselves anew to the 
Constitutional doctrines and traditions 
of the Democratic party, as illustrated 
by the teachings and examples of a 
long line of Democratic statesmen and 
patriots, and embodied in the platform 
of the last national convention of the 
party. 

2. Opposition to centralization, and 
to that dangerous spirit of encroach- 
ment wich tends to consolidate the 
powers of all the departments in one, 
and thus to create, whatever the form 
of government, a real despotism; no 
(sumptuary laws; separation of the 
church and State for the good of each; 
common schools fostered and pro- 
tected. 

3. Home rule; honest money, con* 
sisting of gold and silver, and paper 
convertible into coin on demand; and 
strict maintenance of the public 
faith. State and national; and a tariff 
for revenue only; the subordination of 
the military to the civil power; and a 
general and thorough reform of the 
civil service. 

4. The right to a free ballot is a 
right preservative of all rights; and 
must and shall be maintained in every 
part of the United States. 

5. The existing administration is the 
representative of conspiracy only; and 
its claim of right to surround the bal- 
lot boxes with troops and deputy mar- 
shals to intimidate and obstruct the 
elections, and the unprecedented use 
of the veto to maintain its corrupt 
and despotic power, insults the people 
and imperils their institutions. We 
execrate the course of this adminis- 
tration in making places in the civil 
service a reward for political crime; 
and demand a reform by statute, which 
shall make it forever impossible for 
a defeated candidate to bribe his way 
to the seat of a usurper by billeting 
Tillains upon the people. 

6. The sreat fraud of im-T, bF 
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i^hich, upon a false count of the elec- 
toral votes of two States, the candi- 
date defeated at the polls was declared 
to be President, and ior the first time 
in American history the will of, the 
people was set aside under a threat of 
military violence, struck a deadly blow 
to our system of representative gov- 
ernment. The Democratic party to pre- 
serve the country from the horrors of a 
civil war, submitted for the time, in 
the firm and patriotic belief that the 
people would punish the crime in 1880. 
This issue precedes and dwarfs every 
other. It imposes a more sacred duty 
up«n the peoiple of the Union than ever 
^addressed the consciences of a nation 
of freemen. 

7. The^ resolution of Samuel J. Til- 
den not again to be a candidate for the 
exalted place to which he was elected 
by a majority of his countrymen, and 
from which Jie was excluded by the 
leaders of the Republican party, is re- 
ceived by the Democrats of the United 
States with deep sensibility; and they 
declare their confidence in his wisdom, 
patriotism, and integrity unshaken by 
the assaults of the common enemy; 
and they further assure him that he is 
followed into the retirement he has 
chosen for himself by the sympathy 
and respect of his fellow-citizens, who 
regard him as one who, by elevating 
the standard of the public morality, 
and adorning and purifying the public 
service, merits the lasting gratitude of 
tiis country and his party. 

8. Free ships and a living chance for 
American commerce upon the seas; 

/ and on the land, no discrimination in 
\ favor of transportation lines, corpora- 
\ tions, or. monopolies. 

9. Amendments of the Burlingame 
treaty, no more Chinese immigration, 
except -for travel, education, and for- 
eign commerce, and, therein, carefully 
guarded. 

10. Public money and public credit 
for public purposes solely, and public 
land (or actual settlers. 

11. The- Democratic party is the 
friend of labor and the laboring man, 
attd pledges itself to protect him alike 
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against the cormorants and the com- 
mune. 

12. We congratulate the country up- 
on the honesty and thrit^-of a Demo- 
cratic Congress, which has reduced the 
public expenditure 110,000,000 a year; 
upon the continuation of prosperity at 
home and abroad; and, above all, upon 
the promise of such a change in the 
administration of the Government as 
shall insure a genuine and lasting re- 
form in every department of the public 
service. 

The National Greenback convention 
at Chicago on June 9, 1880, placed in 
nomination for President James B. 
Weaver of Iowa, and for Vice-Presi- 
dent B. J Chambers of Texas. 

NATIONAL GREENBACK PLAT- 
FORM OF 1880. 

The civil Government should guar- 
antee the divine right of every laborer 
to the results of his toil thus enabling 
the producers of wealth to provide 
themselves with the means for physi- 
cal comfort, and facilities for mental, 
social and moral culture; and we con- 
demn, as unworthy of our civilization, 
the barbarism which imposes upon 
wealth-pro'Jucers a state of drudgery 
as the price of a bare animal exis- 
tence. Notwithstanding the enormous 
increase of productive power by the 
universal introduction of labor-saving 
machinery and the discovery of new 
agents for the increase of wealth, the 
task of the laborer is scarcely light- 
ened, the hours of toil are but little 
shortened, and few producers are lifted 
from poverty into comfort and pecuni- 
ary independence. The associated mo- 
nopolies, the international syndicates, 
and other income classes demand dear 
money, cheap labor, and a strong gov- 
ernment, and, hence a weak people. 
Corporate control of the volume of 
money has been the means of dividing 
society into hostile classes, of an un- 
just distribution of the products of 
labor, and of building up monopolies 
of associated capital endowed with 
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power to confiscate private property. 
It has kept money scarce; and the 
scarcity of money enforces debt trade, 
and public and corporate loans; debt 
engenders usury, and usury ends in the 
bankruptcy of the borrower. Other 
results are deranged markets, uncer- 
tainty in manufacturing enterprises 
and agriculture, precarious and inter- 



mittent employment for the laborer^ gate the Burlingame treaty. 
Industrial war, increasing pauperism f 5. Railroad land grants forfeited by 
and crime, and the consequent intimi-> reason of nonrfulfillment of contract 
dation and disfranchisement of thef should be immediately reclaimed 
producer, and a rapid declension int^ by the Government, and, henceforth, 
corporate feudalism. Therefore, wfc the public domain reserved exclusively 
declare, \ as homes for actual settlers. 

1. That the right to make and issue y 6. It is the duty of Congress to regu- 
money is a sovereign power, to be/ late inter-state commerce. All lines 
maintained by the people for their/ of communication and transportation 
common benefit. The delegation of thia should be brought under such legisla- 
right to corporations is a surrenden tive control as shall secure moderate, 
of the central attribute of sovereignty ,\ fair, and uniform rates for passenger 
void of Constitutional sanction and and freight traffic, 
conferring upon a subordinate and iry 7. We denounce as destructive to 
responsible power an absolute dominf property and dangerous to liberty the 
ion over industry and commerce. An action of the old parties in fastening 
money, whether metallic or paper, and sustaining gigantic land, railroad, 
should be issued, and its volume coi - 



employment of children under fourteen 
years of age forbidden, and wages 
paid in cash. 

4. Slavery being simply cnea^ labor, 
and cheap labor being simply slavery, 
the importation and presence of Chi- 
nese serfs tends to brutalize and de- 
grade American labor; therefore, im- 
mediate steps should be taken to abro- 



trolled, by the Government, and nc^t 
by or through banking corporationa; 
and, when so issued, should be a fuu 
legal tender for debts, public and pri\ 
vate. 

2. That the bonds of the United 
States should not be refunded, but paid 
as rapidly as practicable, according to 
contract. To enable the Government 
to meet these obligations, legal tender 
cuirrency should "be substituted for 
the notes of the national bknks, the 
national-banking system abolished, 
and the unlimited coinage of silver, as 
well as gold established by law. 

3. That labor should be so protected 
by national and State authority as to 
equalize its burdens and insure a just 
distributions of the results. The eight- 
hour law of Congress should be en- 
forced, the sanitary condition of indus- 
trial establishments placed under rigid 
control, the competition of contract 
convict labor abolished, a bureau of 
labor statistics established, factories, 
mines and workshops inspected, the 



and money corporations, and monopo- 
lies invested with and exercising pow- 
ers belonging to the Government, and 
yet not responsible to it for the man- 
ner of their exercise. 

8. That the Constitution in giving 
Congress the power to borrow money, 
to declare war, raise and support 
armies, to provide and maintain a 
navy, never intended that the men who 
loaned their money for an interest 
consideration should be preferred to 
the soldiers and sailors who periled 
their lives and shed their blood on 
land and sea in defense of their coun- 
try; and we condemn the cruel class 
legislation of the Republican party, 
which, while professing great grati- 
tude to the soldier has most unjustly 
discriminated against him and in favor 
of the bondholder. 

9. All property should bear its just 
proportion of taxation, and we demand 
a graduated income tax. 

10. We denounce as dangeroua the 
efforts everywhere manifested to re- 
strict the right of sufltrage. 
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11. We are opposed to an increase of 
tlie standing army in time of peace, 
and the insidious scheme to establish 
an enormous military power under the 
guise of mJlitia laws. " 

12. We demand absolute democratic 
rules for the government of Congress, 
placing all representatives of the peo- 
ple upon an equal footing, and taking 
away from committees a veto i>ower 
greater Ihan that of the President. 

13. We demand a government of the 
people, by the people, and for the peg- 
pie, instead of a government of the 
bondholder, by the bondholder, and for 
the bondholder; and we denounce 
every attempt to stir up sectional 
strife as an effort to conceal monstrous 
crimes against the people. 

14. In furtherance of these ends we 
ask the co-operation of all fair-minded 
people. We have no quarrjsl with indi- 
viduals, wage no war on classes, but 
only against vicious institutions. We 
are not content to endure further dis- 
cipline from our present actual rulers, 
who, having dominion over money, 
over transportation, over land and 
labor, over the press and the machin- 
ery of the government, wield unwar- 
rantable power over our institutions 
and over life and property. 

The Prohibition convention was held 
at Cleveland, Ohio, on June 17, 1880, 
and the candidate named for President 
was Neal Dow of Maine. A. M. Thomp- 
son of Ohio was placed on the ticket 
for Vice-President 

PROHIBITION PLATFORM OF 1880. 

The Prohibition Reform party of the 
United States, organized in the name 
of the people, to revive, enforce, and 
perpetuate in the Government the doc- 
trines of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, submit, for the suffrage of all 
good citizens, the following platform 
of national reforms and measures: 

In the examination and discussion of 
the temperance question, it has been 
proven, and it is an accepted truth, 
that alcoholic drinks, whether fer- 



mented, brewed or distilled, are pois- 
' onous to the healthy human body, the 
drinking of which is not only needless 
but hurtful, necessarily tending to 
form intemperate habits, imcreasing 
greatly the number, severity and fatal 
termination of diseases, weakening 
and deranging the intellect, polluting 
the affections, hardening the heart and 
corrupting the morals, depriving many 
of reason and still more of its healthr 
ful exercise, and annually bringing 
down large numbers to untimely 
graves, producing, in the children of 
many who drink, a predisposition to 
intemperance, insanity, and various 
bodily and mental diseases, causing 
diminution of strength, feebleness of 
vision, fickleness of purpose and pre- 
mature old age, and inducing in all 
future generations deterioration of 
moral and physical character. Alco- 
holic drinks are thus the implacable 
foe of man as an individual. 

1. The legalized importation, manu- 
facture, and sale of intoxicating drinks 
ministers to their use, and teaches the 
erroneous and destructive sentiment 
that such ustf is right, thus tending to 
produce and perpetuate the above 
mentioned evils. 

2. To the home it is an enemy — 
proving itself to be a disturber and 
destroyer of its peace, prosperity and 
happiness; taking from it the earn- 
ings of the husband; depriving the 
dependent wife and children of essen- 
tial food, clothing and education; 
bringing into it profanity, abuse and 
violence; setting at naught the vows 
of the marriage altar; breaking up the 
family and sundering the children 
from the parents, and thus destroying 
one of the most beneficent institutions 
of our Creator, and removing the sure 
foundation of good government, na- 
tional prosperity and welfare. 

3. To the community it is equally an 
enemy — producing vice, demoralization 
and wickedness; its places of sale be- 
ing resorts of gaming, lewdness and 
debauchery, and the hiding-place of 
those who prey upon society; counter- 
acting the efficacy of religious effort, 
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and of all means of intellectual eleva- 
tion, moral purity, social happiness, 
and the eternal good of mankind, with- 
out rendering any counteracting or 
compensfiting benefits; being in its 
influence and effect evil and only evil, 
and that continually. 

4. To the State it is equally an ene- 
my — legislative inquiries, judicial In- 
vestigatioBs, and ofllcial reports of all 
penal, reformatory and dependent In- 
stitutions showing that the manu- 
facture and sale of such beverages is 
the promoting cause of intemperance, 
crime, and pauperism, and of demands 
upon public and private charity, im- 
posing the larger part of taxation, 
paralyizing thrift, industry, manufac- 
tures and commercial life, which, but 
for it, would be unnecessary; disturb- 
ing the peace of streets and highways; 
filling prisons and poorhouses; cor- 
rupting politics, legislation, and the 
execution of the laws; shortening 
lives; diminishing health, industry, 
and the productive power of manu- 
factures and art; and is manifestly 
unjust as well as injurious to the 
community upon which it is im- 
posed, and is contrary to all just 
views of civil liberty, as well as a vio- 
lation of the fundamental maxim of 
our common law, to use your own 
property or liberty so as to not injure 
others. 

5. It is neither right nor politic for 
the State to afford legal protection to 
any traffic or any system which tends 
to waste the resources, to corrupt the 
social habits, and to destroy the health 
and lives of the people; that the im- 
portation, manufacture and sale of in- 
toxicating beverages is proven to be 
inimical to the true interests of the 
individual home, community and 
State, and destructive to the order and 
welfare of society, and ought, there- 
fore, to be classed among crimes to be 
prohibited. 

6. In this time of profound peace at 
home and abroad, the entire separation 
of the General Government from the 
drink-traffic, and its prohibition in the 
District of Columbia, Territories, and 



in all places and ways ovep whibh, un- 
der the Constitution, Congress has 
control and power, is a political issue 
of the first in^portance to the peace 
and prosperity <bf the nation. There 
can be no stable peace and ppotection 
to personal liberty, life, or property, 
until secured by national or State 
Constitutional provisions, enforced by 
adequate laws. 

7. All legitimate industries require 
deliverance from the taxation and loss 
which the liquor traffic imposes upon 
them; and financial and other legisla- 
tion could not accomplish so much to 
increase production and cause a de- 
mand for labor and, as a result, for the 
comforts of living, as the suppression 
of this traffic would bring to thou- 
sands of homes as one of its blessings. 

8. The administration of the govern- 
ment and the execution of the laws are 
through political -parties; and we ar- 
raign the Republican party, which has 
been in continuous power in the na- 
tion for twenty years, as being false to 
duty, as false to loudly proclaimed 
principles of equal justice to all and 
special favors to none, and of protec- 
tion to the weak and dependent, in- 
sensible to the mischief which the 
trade in liquor has constantly inflicted 
upon Industry, trade, commerce, and 
the social happiness of the people; 
that 5,652 distilleries, 3,830 breweries 
and 175,266 places for the sale of these 
poisonous liquors, involving an an- 
nual waste to the nation of one mil- 
lion five hundred thousand dollars, 
and the sacrifice of one hundred thou- 
sand lives, have under its legislation 
grown up and been fostered as a legiti- 
mate source of revenue; that during 
its history, six territories have been 
organized and five States been admit- 
ted to the Union, with constitutions 
provided and approved by Congress, 
but the prohibition of this debasing 
and destructive traffic has not been 
provided, nor even the people given at 
the time of admission, power to for- 
bid it in any one of them. Its history 
further shows, that not in a single in- 
stance has an original prohibitory 
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law been passed by any State that was 
controlled by it, while in four States, 
so governed, the laws found on its 
advent to power have been repealed. 
At its national convention in 1872, it 
declared, as part of its party faith, 
that "it disapproves of the resort to 
unconstitutional laws for the purpose 
of removing evils, by interference with 
rights not surrendered by the people 
to either State or national Govern- 
ment," which, the author of this plank 
says, was adopted by the platform 
committee with the full and implicit 
understanding that its purpose was 
the discountenancing of all so-called 
temperance, prohibitory and Sunday 
laws. 

9. We arraign, also, the Democratic 
party as unfaithful and unworthy of 
reliance on this question; for, al- 
though not clothed with power, but 
occupying the relation of an opposi- 
tion party during twenty years past, 
strong in numbers and organization, 
it has allied itself with liquor traffick- 
ers, and become, in all the States of 
the Union, their special political de- 
fender, and in its national convention 
in 1876, as an article of its political 
faith, declared against prohibition and 
just laws in restraint of the trade in 
drink, by saying it was opposed to 
what it was pleased to call "all sump- 
tuary laws." The National party has 
been dumb on this question. 

10. Drink traffickers, having the his- 
tory and experience of all ages, climes, 
and conditions of men, declaring their 
business destructive of all good — find- 
ing no support in the Bible, morals, 
or reason — ^appeal to misapplied law 
for their justification, and intrench 
themselves behind the evil elements 
of political party for defense, party 
tactics and party inertia become bat- 
tling forces, protecting this evil. 

11. In view of the foregoing facts 
^nd history, we cordially invite all 
voters without regard to former affil- 
iations, to unite with us in the use of 
the ballot for the abolition of the 
drinking system, under the authority 
of our national and State Govern- 



ments. We also demand, as a right, 
that women, having the privileges of 
citizens in other respects, be clothed 
with the ballot for their protection, 
and as a rightful means for the proper 
settlement of the liquor question. 

12. To remove the apprehension of 
some who allege that a loss of public 
revenue would follow the suppression 
of the direct trade, we confidently point 
to the experience of governments 
abroad and at home, which shows that 
thrift and revenue from the consump- 
tion of legitimate manufactures and 
commerce have so largely followed the 
abolition of drink as to fully supply 
all loss of liquor taxes. 

13. We recognize the good provi- 
dence of Almighty God, who has pre- 
served and prospered us as a nation; 
and, asking for His Spirit to guide us 
to ultimate success, we all look for it, 
relying upon His omnipotent arm. 

RESULT OF ELECTION OF 1880. 

Garfield and Arthur received 214 
electoral votes. 

Hancock and English received 155. 

The popular vote was as follows: 

Republican 4,449,053, Democratic 
4,442,035, Greenback 307,306, Prohibi- 
tion 10,305. 

Early after the inauguration of Gar- 
field the contention between factions 
of the dominant party became very 
bitter; not from any variance of opin- 
ion, but from a disagreement as to the 
disposition of the spoils of office; and 
on May 16, 1881, both the New York 
Senators resigned their seats in the 
United States Senate, alleging as the 
chief reason for such action the fact 
that certain appointments made by the 
President was opposed by them, and 
antagonistic to their political interests. 

The disagreement of the two fac- 
tions became a matter of general in- 
terest and public excitement and dur- 
ing this period of contention, on July 
2, ] 881, President Garfield was shot and 
mortally wounded, while at a railroad 
depot in Washington. 

The assassin, Charles J. Guiteau, 
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was arrested, and after a tedious trial, 
was sentenced and hung. 

The President lived until Sept. 19, 
when he died at Long Branch, N. J. 

On September 20 Chester A. Arthur 
took the oath of office as President, at 
his New York residence, and two days 
later at Washington, D. C, was sworn 
in by the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court. 

Congress came under Democratic 
control during the latter part of Ar- 
thur's administration and the Repub- 
licans outnumbered the Democrats in 
the Senate by only three, and in 1882 
Grovcr Cleveland was elected Governor 
of New York by the unprecedented 
majority of 192,854 votes. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1884. 

The Republicans met in convention 
at Chicago, June 3, 1884, and nomi- 
nated James G. Blaine of Maine for 
President and John A. Logan of Illi- 
nois for Vice-President. 
REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1884. 

The Republicans of the United 
States in national convention assem- 
bled, renew their allegiance to the 
principles upon which they have tri- 
umphed in six successive Presidential 
elections and congratulate the Ameri- 
can people on the attainment of so 
many results in legislation and admin- 
istration by which the Republican 
party has, after saving the Union, 
done so much to render its institutions 
just, equal and beneficent; the safe- 
guard of liberty and the embodiment 
of the best thought and highest pur- 
pose of our citizens. The Republican 
party has gained its strength by quick 
and faithful response to the demands 
of the people for the freedom and 
equality of all men; for* a united na- 
tion, assuring the rights of all citi- 
zens; for the elevation of labor, for an 
honest currency, for purity in legisla- 
tion, and for integrity and accounta- 
bility li; all departments of the Gov- 
ernment, and it accepts anew the duty 
of leading in the work of progress 
and reform. We lament the death of 



President Garfield, whose sound states- 
manship, long conspicuous in Con- 
gress, gave promise of strong and suc- 
cessful administration, a promise fully 
realized during the short period of his 
office as President of the United States. 
His distinguished services in war and 
peace have endeared him to the hearts 
of the American people. In the ad- 
ministration of President Arthur we 
recognize a wise, conservative and pa- 
triotic policy, under which the country 
has been blessed with remarkable 
prosperity and we believe hiis eminent 
services are entitled to and will re- 
ceive the hearty approval of every cit- 
izen. 

It is the first duty of a good govern- 
ment to protect the rights and pro- 
mote the interests of its own people. 
The largest diversity of industry is 
most productive of general prosperity 
and of the comfort and independence 
of the people. We therefore demand 
that the imposition of duties on for- 
eign imports shall be made not "for 
revenue only," but that in raising the 
requisites revenues for the Govern- 
ment, such duties shall be so levied as 
to afford security to our diversified in- 
dustries and protection to the rights 
and wages of the laborer, to the end 
that active and intelligent labor as 
well as capital may have its just award 
and the laboring man his full share in 
the national prosperity. Against the 
so-called economic system of the Dem- 
ocratic party which would degrade our 
labor to the foreign standard, we en- 
ter our earnest protest. The Democrat- 
ic party has failed completely to re- 
lieve the people of the unnecessary 
taxation by a wise reduction of the 
surplus. The Republican party pledges 
itself to correct the inequalities of the 
tariff and to reduce the surplus, not 
by a vicious and indiscriminate proc- 
ess of horizontal reduction, but by 
such methods as will relieve the tax- 
payer without injuring the laborer or 
great productive interests of the coun- 
try. 

We recognize the importance of 
sheep husbandry in the United States, 
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the serious depression which it is now 
experiencing and the danger threaten- 
ing its future prosperity, and we there- 
fore respect the demands of the rep- 
resentatives of this important agri- 
cultural interest for a readjustment of 
duty upon foreign wool, in order that 
such industry shall have full and ade- 
quate protection. We have always 
recommended the best money known 
to the civilized world, and we urge 
that efforts should be made to unite 
all commercial nations in the estab- 
lishment of an international standard, 
which shall fix for all the relative 
value of gold and silver coinage. The 
regulations of commerce with foreign 
nations and between the States is one 
of the most important prerogatives of 
the General Government. The Repub- 
lican party distinctly announces its 
purpose to support such legislation 
as will fully and efficiently carry out 
the Constitutional power of Congress 
over inter-state commerce. The prin- 
ciple of the public regulation of rail- 
way corporations is a wise and salu- 
tary one for the protection of all 
classes of the people, and we favor 
legislation that Shall prevent unjust 
discrimination and excessive charges 
for transportation and that shall se- 
cure to the people and the railways 
alike a fair and equal protection of the 
laws. We favor the establishment of 
a national bureau of labor; the en- 
forcemeat of the eight hour law; a 
wise and Judicious system of general 
education by adequate appropriations 
from the national revenue wherever 
the same is needed. We believe that 
everywhere the protection to citizens 
of American birth must be secured to 
citizens by American adoption and we 
favor the settlement of national dif- 
ferences by " arbitration. The Repub- 
lican party having its birth in the 
hatred of slave labor, and a desire 
that all men naay be by truly free 
and equal, is unutterably opposed to 
place workingmen in competition with 
any form of servile labor, whether at 
home or abroad. In this spirit we de- 
nounce the importation of contract 



labor whether from Europe or Asia, as 
an offense against the spirit of Ameri- 
can institutions. We pledge ourselves 
to sustain the present law restricting 
Chinese immigration and to provide 
such further legislation as is neces- 
sary to carry out its purposes. 

The reform of the civil service so 
conspicuously begun under Republican 
administration, should be completed 
by the further extension of the re- 
formed system, already establish^ by 
law, to all the grades of the service 
to which it is applicable. The spirit 
and purpose of the reform should be 
observed in all executive appoint- 
ments, and all laws at variance with 
the object of existing reformed legis- 
lation should be repealed, to the end 
that damage to free institutions which 
lurks in the power of official patron- 
age may be wisely and effectively 
avoided. The public lands are a her- 
itage of the people of the United 
States, and should be reserved as 
far as possible for holdings by actual 
settlers. We are opposed to the ac- 
quisition of large tracts of these lands 
by corporations or individuals, espe- 
cially where such holdings are in the 
hands of non-resident aliens, and we 
will endeavor to obtain such legisla- 
tion as will tend to correct this evil. 

We demand of Congress the speedy 
forfeiture of all land grants which 
have lapsed by reason of non-compli- 
ance with the act of incorporation; In 
all cases where there has been no at- 
tempt in good faith to perform the 
condition of such grants. 

The grateful thanks of the American 
people are due to the Union soldiers 
and sailors of the late war, and the 
Republican party auuds pledged to 
suitable pensions for aii who were dis- 
abled, and for the widows and orphans 
of those who died In the war. The 
Republican party also pledges itself to 
the repeal of the limitation contained 
in the arrears act of 1879, so that all 
invalid soldiers shall share alike and 
their pensions beg^n with the date of 
disability or discharge, and not with 
the date of application. 
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The Republican party favors a policy 
which shall keep us from entangling 
alliances with foreign nations, and 
which gives us the right to expect 
foreign nations shall refrain from 
meddling in American affairs; the 
policy which seeks peace and trade 
with all powers, but especially with 
those of the Wes-tern hemisphere. 

We demand the restoration of our 
navy to ^s old-time strength and effi- 
ciency, that it may in any high sea 
protect the rights of American citizens 
and the interest of American com- 
merce, and we call upon Congress to 
remove the burden under which Amer-* 
lean shipping has been depressed, so 
that it may again be true that we have 
a commerce which leaves no sea un- 
explored and a navy which takes no 
law from superior force. 

Resolved, That appointments by the 
President to offices in the Territories 
should be made from the bona fide cit- 
izens and residents of the Territories 
wherein they are to serve. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of Con- 
gress to enact such laws as shall 
promptly and effectually suppress 
the system of polygamy within 
our territory and divorce the po- 
litical from the ecclesiastical pow- 
er of the so-called Mormon church, 
and the law so enacted should be 
rigidly enforced by the civil author- 
ities» if possible, and by the military 
if need be. 

The people of the United States in 
their organized capacity constitute a 
nation and not a mere confederacy of 
States. The National Government is 
supreme within the sphere of its na- 
tional duty, but the States have re- 
served rights which should be faith- 
fully maintained. Bach should be 
guarded with jealous care, so that the 
harmony of our system of Government 
may be preserved and the Union kept 
inviolate. The perpetuity of our insti- 
tutions rests upon the maintenance of 
a free ballot and an honest count and 
correct returns. 

We denounce the fraud and violence 
practiced by the Democracy in the 



southern States, by which the will of 
the voter is defeated, as dangerous to 
the preservation of free institutions, 
and we solemnly arraign the Demo- 
cratic party as being the guilty re- 
cipient of the fruits of such fraud and 
violence. We extend to Republicans 
of the South, regardless of their for- 
mer party affiliations, our cordial sym- 
pathy and pledge to them' our most 
earnest efforts to promote the passage 
of such legislation as will secure to 
every citizen of whatever race and 
color, the full and complete recogni- 
tion, possession and exercise of all 
civil and political rights. 

The Democratic convention met in 
Chicago, July 8, 1884, and nominated 
Grover Cleveland of New York for 
President and Thomas Hendricks of 
Indiana for Vice-President 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1884. 

The Democratic party of the Union 
through its representatives In the na- 
tional convention assembled, recog- 
nizes that as the nation grows older 
new issues are born of time and prog- 
ress, and the old issues perish, but the 
fundamental principles of Democracy, 
approved by the united voice of the 
people, remain and will ever remain 
as the best and only security for the 
continuance of free government, the 
preservation of personal rights, the 
equality of all citizens before the law, 
the reserved rights of the States and 
the supremacy of the Federal Govern- 
ment, within the limits of the Consti- 
tution, will ever form the true baeis 
of our liberties, and can never be sur- 
rendered without destroying that bal- 
ance of rights and power which en- 
ables a continent to be developed in 
peace and social order, to be main- 
tained by means of local self-govern- 
ment. But it is indispensable for the 
practical application and enforcement 
of these fundamental principles that 
the Government should not always be 
controlled by one political party. Fre- 
quent change of administration is as 
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necessary as the constant recui^rence 
to the popular will. Otherwise abuses 
grow, and the Government, instead 
of being carried on for the general 
welfare, becomes the instrumentality 
for imposing heavy burdens on the 
many who are governed for the benefit 
of the few who govern. Public serv- 
ants thus become arbitrary rulers. 
This is now the condition of the coun- 
try, hence a change is demanded. The 
Republican party, so far as principle 
is concerned, is a reminiscence. In 
practice, it is an organization for en- 
riching those who control its machin- 
ery. The frauds and jobbery which 
have been brought to light in every 
department of the Government are 
suflacient. to have called for reform 
within the Republican party, yet those 
in authority, made reckless by the long 
possession of power, have succumbed 
to its corrupting influence, and have 
placed in nomination a ticket against 
which the independent portion of the 
party are in open revolt. 

Therefore, a change is demanded. 
Such a change was alike necessary in 
1876, but the will of the people was 
then defeated by a fraud which can 
never be forgotten nor condoned. 
Again, in 1880, the change demanded 
by the people was defeated by the 
lavish use of money contributed by 
unscrupulous contractors and shame- 
less jobbers, who had bargained for 
unlawful profits or for high oflice. The 
Republican party, during its legal, its 
stolen and its bought tenure of power 
lias steadily decayed in moral charac- 
ter and political capacity. Its plat- 
form promises are now a list of past 
failures. It demands the restoration 
of our navy. It has squandered hun- 
dreds of millions to create a navy 
that does not exist. It calls upon 
Congress to remove the burdens under 
which American shipping has been de- 
pressed. It imposed and has continued 

' these burdens. It professes the policy 
0^ reserving the public lands for smalt 
holdings by actual settlers. It has 
given away the people's heritage till 

. now a few railroads and non-resident 



aliens, individual and corporate, pos 
sess a larger area tha^ that of all our 
farms between the seas. It professes 
a preference for free institutions. It 
organized and tried to legalize a con- 
trol of State elections by Federal 
troops. It professes a desire to ele- 
vate labor; it has subjected the Ameri- 
can workingmen to the competition 
of convict and imported contract labor. 
It professes gratitude to all who were 
disabled or died in the war, leaving 
widows and orphans; it left to a Dem- 
ocratic House of Representatives the 
first one to equalize both bounties and 
/pensions. It proffers a pledge to cor- 
rect the irregularities of our tariffs; 
it .created and has continued them. Its 
own tariff commission confessed the 
need of more than 20 per cent reduc- 
tion; its Congress gave a reduction of 
less than 4 per cent. It professes the 
protection of American manufacturers; 
it has subjected them to an increasing 
flood of manufactured goods, and a 
hopeless competition with manufac- 
turing nations, not one of which taxes 
raw materials. It professes to protect 
all American industries; it has im- 
poverished many to subsidize a few. 
It professes the protection of Ameri- 
can labor; it has depleted the returns 
of American agriculture, an industry 
followed by half our people. It pro- 
fesses the equality of all men before 
the law; attempting to fix the status 
of colored citizens. The acts of Con- 
gress were overset by the decisions of 
its courts. It "accepts anew the duty 
of leading in the work of progress 
and reform." Its caught criminals are 
permitted to escape through contrived 
delays or actual connivance in the 
prosecution. Honeycombed with cor- 
ruption, outbreaking exposures no 
longer ^hock its moral sense. Its hon- 
est members, its independent journals, 
no longer maintain a successful con- 
test for authority in its councils, or a 
veto upon its bad nominations. That 
a change is necessary is proven by 
an existing surplus of more than 
$100,000,000, which has yearly been col- 
lected from a suffering people. Un- 
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necessary taxation is unjust taxation. 
We denounce tlie Republican party 
for having failed to relieve the peo- 
ple from crushing war taxes, which 
have paralyzed business, crippled in- 
dustry, and deprived labor of em- 
ployment and of just reward. The 
Democracy pledges itself ito purify 
the administration from corruption, to 
restore economy, to revive respect for 
the law, and to reduce taxation to the 
lowest limit consistent with due re- 
gard to ^he preservation of the faith 
of the nation to its creditors and pen- 
sioners. Knowing full well, however, 
that legislation affecting the occupa- 
tions of the people should be cautious 
and conservative in method, not in ad- 
vance of public opinion, but respon- 
sive to its demands, the Democratic 
party is pledged to revise the tariff 
in a spirit of fairness to all interests. 
But in making a reduction in taxes 
it is not proposed to injury any of 
the domestic industries, but rather 
to promote their healthy growth. From 
the foundation of this Government, 
taxes collected at the custom house 
have been the chief source of Fed- 
eral revenue. Such they must con- 
tinue. Moreover, many industries 
have come to rely upon legislation for 
a successful continuance, so that any 
change of law must be at every step 
regardful of the labor and capital 
thus involved. The process of re- 
form must be subject in its execution 
to the plain dictates of justice. All 
taxation shall be limited to the re- 
quirements of an economical govern- 
ment. The necessary reduction in tax- 
ation can and must be effected without 
depriving American labor of the ability 
to compete successfully with foreign 
labor, and without imposing lower 
rates of duty than will be ample to 
cover any increased cost of production 
which may exist in consequence of the 
higher rate of wages prevailing in this 
country. Sufficient revenue to pay all 
expenses of the Federal Government 
economically administered, including 
pensions, interest and principal of the 
public debt, can be got under our pres- 



ent system of taxation, from custom 
house taxes on fewer imported articles, 
bearing heavies-t on articles of luxury, 
and bearing lightest on the articles of 
necessity. We therefore denounce the 
abuse of existing tariff, and, subject to 
the preceding limitations, we demand 
that Federal taxation shall be exclu- 
sively for public purposes, and shall 
not exceed the needs of the govern- 
ment economically administered. The 
system of direct taxation known as the 
"internal revenue" is a war tax, and 
so long as the tax continues, all the 
money derived therefrom should be 
sacredly devoted to the relief of the 
people from the remaining burdens of 
the war, and made a fund to defray 
the expenses of the care and comfort 
of worthy soldiers disabled in the line 
of duty in the wars of the republic, 
and for the payment of such pen- 
sions as Congress may from time to 
time grant to such soldiers, a like fund 
for the sailors having been already 
provided, and any surplus should be 
paid into the treasury. 

We favor an American continental 
policy, based upon more intimate com- 
mercial and political relations with the 
fifteen sister republics of North, Cen- 
tral and South America, but an en- 
tangling alliance with none. 

We believe in honest money, the 
gold and silver coinage of the Con- 
stitution, and a circulating medium 
convertible into such money without 
loss. 

Asserting the equality of all men 
before the law, we hold that it is the 
duty of the Government in its dealings 
with the people, to mete out equal 
and exact justice to all citizens of 
whatever nativity, race, color or per- 
suasion, religious or political. We 
believe in a free ballot and a fair 
count, and we recall to the memory 
of the people the noble struggle of the 
Democrats in the 45th and 46th Con- 
gresses by which a reluctant Republi- 
can opposition was compelled to assent 
to legislation making everywhere ille- 
gal the presence of troops at the polls, 
as conclusive proof that a Democratic 
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administration will preserve liberty 
with order. The selection of Federal 
officers for the Territories should be 
restricted to citizens previously resi- 
dents therein. 

We oppose sumptuary laws which 
vex the citizens and interfere with in- 
dividual liberty. We favor honest civil 
service reform, and the compensation 
of all United States officers by fixed 
salaries; the separation of church and 
State, and the diffusion of free educa- 
tion by the common schools, so that 
every child in the land may be taught 
the rights and duties of citizenship. 

While we favor all legislation which 
will tend to the equitable distribution 
of property, the prevention of monop- 
oly and to the strict enforcement of 
individual rights against corporate 
abuses, we hold that the welfare of 
society depends upon a scrupulous re- 
gard for the rights of property as de- 
fined by law. 

We believe that labor is the best 
rewarded where it is freest and most 
enlightened. It should therefore be 
fostered and cherished. We favor the 
repeal of all laws restricting the free 
action of labor, and the enactment 
of laws by which labor organizations 
may be incorporated and of all such 
legislation as will tend to enlighten 
the people as to the true relations of 
capital and labor. 

We believe that the public lands 
ought, as far as possible, to be kept 
as homesteads for actual settlers; that 
all unearned lands heretofore improv- 
idently granted to railroad corpora- 
tions by the action of the Republican 
party should be restored to the public 
domains, and that no more grant of 
lands shall be made to corporations 
or be allowed to fall into the owner- 
ship of alien absentees. 

We are opposed to all propositions 
'W^hich upon any pretext would con- 
vert the General Government into a 
machine for collecting taxes to be dis- 
tributed among the States or citizens 
thereof. 

In reaffirming the declaration of the 
I^emocratic platform of 1856, that "the 



liberal principles embodied by Jeffer- 
son in the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, and sanctioned by the Constitu- 
tion which makes ours the land of lib- 
erty and the asylum of the oppressed 
of every nation, have ever been the 
cardinal principles of the Democratic 
faith," we nevertheless do not sanction 
the importation of foreign labor, or the 
admission of servile races, unfitted by 
habits, training, religion or kindred 
for absorption into the great body 
of our people, or for the citizenship 
which our laws confer. American civi- 
lization demands that against the im- 
migration or importation of Mongo- 
lians to these shores our gates shall 
be closed. 

The Democratic party insists that it 
is the -duty of this Government to 
protect with equal fidelity and vigil- 
ance the rights of its citizens, native 
and naturalized, at home and abroad, 
and to the end that this protection 
may be assured, United States paners 
of naturalization issued by courts of 
competent jurisdiction must be re- 
spected by the executive and legis- 
lative departments of our Government, 
and by all foreign powers. It is an 
imperative duty of this Government to 
efficiently protect all the rights of per- 
sons and prof)erty of every American 
citizen in foreign lands, and demand 
and enforce full reparation for any in- 
vasion thereof. An American, citizen 
is only responsible to his own Gov- 
ernment for any act done in his own 
country, or under her flag and is only 
to be tried therefor on her own soil 
and according to her laws; and no 
power exists in this Government to 
expatriate an American citizen to be 
tried in any foreign land for any such 
act. This country has never had a 
well defined and executed foreign pol- 
icy save under a Democratic adminis- 
tration; that policy has ever been, 
in regard to foreign nations, so long 
as they do not act detrimental to the 
interest of the country or hurtful to 
our citizens, to let them alone; that as 
the result of this policy we recall the 
acquisition of Louisiana, Florida, Call- 
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fornia, and of the adjacent Mexican 
territory by purchase alone, and con- 
trast these grand acquisitions of Demo- 
cratic statesmanship with the purchase 
of Alaska, the sole fruit of a Repub- 
lican administration of nearly a 
quarter of a century. 

The Federal Government should care 
for and improve the Mississippi river 
and other great waterways of the Re- 
public, so as to secure for the interior 
States easy 'and cheap transportation 
to the tide water. 

Under a long period of Democratic 
rule and policy our merchant marine 
was fast overtaking and on the point 
of outstripping that of Great Britain. 
Under twenty years of Republican rule 
and policy our commerce has been left 
to British bottoms and almost has the 
American flag been swept off the high 
seas. Instead of the Republican 
party's British policy, we demand for 
the people of the United States an 
American policy. Under Democratic 
rule and policy our merchants and 
sailors flying the stars and stripes in 
every port, successfully searched out 
a market for the varied products of 
American industry. Under a quarter 
of a century of Republican rule 
and policy, despite our manifest 
advantage over all other nations 
in high paid labor, favorable climates, 
and teeming soils; despite the freedom 
of trade among all these United States; 
despite their population by the fore- 
most races of men and annual immi- 
gration; despite our freedom here from 
the inherited burdens of life and in- 
dustry in the old world monarchies, 
their costly war navies, their vast tax- 
consuming, non-producing, standing 
armies; despite twenty years of peace, 
that Republican rule and policy has 
managed to surrender to Great Britain, 
along with our commerce, the control 
of the markets of the world. Instead 
of the Republican party's British policy 
we demand in behalf of the American 
Democracy an American policy. In- 
stead of the Republican party's dis- 
credit scheme and false pretenses of 
friendship for American labor, ex- 



pressed by imposing taxes/ we demand 
in behalf of the Democracy, freedom 
for American labor by reducing taxes, 
to the end that these United States 
may compete with unhindered powers 
for the primacy among nations in all 
.the arts of peace and fruits of liberty. 
With profound regret we have been 
apprised by the venerable statesman 
through whose person was struck that 
blow at the vital principle of Repub- 
licans (acquiescence, in the will of the 
majority), that he cannot permit us 
again to place in his hands the leader- 
ship of the Democratic hosts, and for 
the reason that the achievement of 
reform in the administration of the 
Federal Government is an undertaking 
too heavy for his age and failing 
strength. Rejoicing that his life has 
been prolonged until the judgment of 
our fellow countrymen is united in the 
wish that that wrong were righted in 
his person, for the Democracy of the 
United States, we ofter to him in his 
withdrawal from public life not only 
our respectful sympathy and esteem, 
but also that best homage of freemen, 
the pledge of our devotion to the prin- 
ciples and cause, now inseparable in 
the history of the Republic from the 
labors and the name of Samuel J. 
Tilden. With this sta4»ement of the 
hopes, principles and purposes of the 
Democratic party, the great issue of 
reform and change of administration 
is submitted to the people in calm 
confidence that the popular voice will 
pronounce in favor of new men, and 
more favorable conditions for the 
growth of industry, the extension of 
trade, the employment and due reward 
of labor and capital, and the general 
welfare of the whole country. 

The Prohibition convention held at 
Pittsburg, Pa., July 23, 1884, nomin- 
ated John P. St. John of Kansas for 
President and William Daniel of Mary- 
land for Vice-President. 

PROHIBITION PLATFORM OF 1884. 

1. The Prohibition party in nation- 
al convention assembled, acknowledge 
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Almigbty God as the rightful sovereign 
of all men^ from whom the just pow- 
ers of government are derived, and to 
whose laws human enactments should 
conform as an absolute condition of 
peace, prosperity and happiness. 

2. That the importation, manufac- 
ture, supply and sale of alcoholic bev- 
erages, created and maintaii^ed by the 
laws of the National and State gov- 
ernments during the entire history of 
such laws, is everywhere shown to be 
the promoting cause of intemperance, 
with resulting crime and pauperism, 
making large demands upon public and 
private charity;, imposing large and 
unjust taxation for the support of 
penal and sheltering institutions, upon 
thrift, industry, manufactures and 
commerce; endangering the public 
peace; desecrating the Sabbath; cor- 
rupting our politics, legislation and 
administration of the laws; shorten- 
ing lives, impairing health and dimin- 
ishing productive industry; causing 
education to be neglected and despised; 
nullifying the teachings of the Bible, 
the church and the school, the stand- 
ards and guides of our fathers and 
their children in the founding and 
growth of our widely extended coun- 
try; and which, imperiling the per- 
petuity of our civil and religious lib- 
erties, are baleful fruits by which we 
know that these laws are contrary 
to God's laws and contravene our hap- 
piness. We, therefore, call upon our 
fellow citizens to aid in the repeal of 
these laws and in the legal suppression 
of this baneful liquor traffic. 

3. During the twenty-four years in 
which the Republican party has con- 
trolled the General Government and 
many of the States, no effort has been 
made to change this policy. Territories 
have been created, governments for 
them established, States admitted to 
the Union, and in no instance in either 
case has this traffic been forbidden, or 
the people been permitted to prohibit 
it; Miat there are now over 200,000 
<listilleries, breweries, wholesale and 
retail dealers in their products, holding 
certificates and claiming the authority 



of government for the continuaiS^ 
of the business so destructive to the^ 
moral and material welfare of the 
people, together with the fa'ct that 
they have turned a deaf ear to re- 
monstrance and petition for the cor- 
rection of this abuse of civil govern- 
ment, is conclusive that the Republi- 
can party is insensible to, or impotent 
for, redress of these wrongs, and 
should no longer be entrusted with the 
powers and responsibilities of govern- 
ment, that although this party, in its 
late national convention was silent 
on the liquor questfon, not so its can- 
didates, Messrs. Blaine and Logan. 
With the past year Mr. Blaine has rec- 
ommended that the revenue derived 
from the liquor traffic be distributed 
among the States; and Senator Logan 
has by bill proposed to devote these 
revenues to the support of the public 
schools. Thus, both virtually recom- 
mend the perpetuation of the traffic, 
and that the States and their citizens 
become partners in the liquor crime. 

4. That the Democratic party has 
in its national deliverances of party 
policy arrayed itself on the side of 
drink-makers and sellers by declaring 
against the policy of prohibition under 
the false name of ''sumptuary laws," 
that when in power in^ any of the 
States it has refused remedial legis- 
lation; and that in Congress it has ob- 
structed the creation of a commission 
of inquiry into the effects of this 
traffic, proving that it should not be 
entrusted with power and place. 

5. That there can be no greater 
peril to the nation than the existing 
competition of the Republican ana 
Democratic parties for the liquor vote. 
Experience shows that any party not 
openly opposed to the traffic will en- 
gage in this competition; will court 
the favor of the criminal classes; will 
barter the public morals, the purity 
of the ballot, and every trust and ob- 
ject of good government for party suc- 
cess. Patriots and good citizens 
should, therefore, immediately with- 
draw from all connection with these 
parties. 
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6, We favor reforms in the aboli- 
tion of all sinecures with useless of- 
fices and officers, and in elections by 
the people instead of appointments by 
the President; that as competency, 
honesty and sobriety are essential 
qualifications for office, we oppose re- 
movals except when absolutely neces^ 
sary to secure effectiveness in, vital is- 
sues; that the collection of revenues 
from alcoholic liquor and tobacco 
should be abolished, since the vices of 
men are not proper subjects of tax- 
ation; that revenue from custom du- 
ties should be levied for the support 
of the Government economically ad- 
ministered, and in such manner as 
will foster American industries and 

^/'labor; that the public lands should 
be held for homes for the people, and 
not bestowed as gifts to corporations, 
or sold in large tracts for speculation 

• upon the needs otf actual settlers; that 
grateful care and support should be 
given to our soldiers 'and sailors dis- 
abled in the service of their country, 
and to their dependent widows and 
orphans; that we repudiate as un- 
American and contrary to and subver- 
sive of the principles of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, that any persons 
or people should be excluded from resi- 
dence or citizenship who may desire 
the benefit which our institutions con- 
fer upon the oppressed of all nations; 
that while these are important reforms 
and are demanded for purity of ad- 
ministration and the welfare of the 
people, their importance sinks into in- 
significance when compared with the 
drink trafilc, which now annually 
wastes 1800,000,000 of the wealth cre- 
ated by toil and thrift, dragging down 
thousands of families from comfort to 
poverty, filling jails, penitentiaries, in- 
sane asylums, hospitals and institu- 
tions for dependency, impairing the 
health and destroying the lives of 
thousands, lowering intellectual vigor, 
and dulling the cunning hand of the 
artisan, causing bankruptcy, insolv- 
ency and loss in trade, and by its cor- 
rupting power endangering the per- 
petuity of free institutions; that Con- 



gress sh(^uld exercise its undoubted 
power by prohibiting the manufacture 
and sale of intoxicating beverages in 
the District of Columbia, the Territor- 
ies of the ITnited States, and all places 
over which the Government has exclu- 
sive Jurisdiction; that hereafter no 
State shouldt be admitted to the Union 
until its constitution shall expressly 
and forever f)rohibit polygamy and the 
manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
beverages, and that Congress shall 
submit to the States an amendment 
to the ConBtitution forever prohibiting 
the importation, exportation, manu- 
facture and sale of alcoholic drinks. 

7. We earnestly call the attention 
of the mechanic, the miner and manu- 
facturer to the investigation of the 
baneful effects upon labor and indus- 
try of the needless liquor business. 
It will be found the robber who less- 
ens wages and profits, foments dis- 
content and strikes, and the destroyer 
of family welfare. Labor and all le- 
gitimate industries demand deliverance 
from the taxation and loss which this 
traffic imposes; and no tariff or other 
legislation can so healthfully stimu- 
late production, or increase the de- 
mand for capital and labor, or insure 
so much of comfort and content to the 
laborer, mechanic and capitalist, a^ 
would the suppression of this traffic. 

8. That the activity and co-opera- 
tion of the women of America for the 
promotion of temperance has, in all 
the history of the past, been a strength 
and encouragement which we grate- 
fully acknowledge and record. In 
the later and present phase of the 
movement for the prohibition of the 
traffic, the purity of purpose and 
method, earnestness, zeal, intelligence 
and devotion of the mothers and 
daughters of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union have been eminent- 
ly blessed of God. Kansas and Iowa 
have been given them as "sheaves" of 
rejoicing, and the education and the 
arousing of the public mind, and the 
now prevailing demand for the Con- 
stitutional amendment are largely the 
fruit of their prayers and labors. 
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Sharing in the efforts that shall bring 
the question of the abolition of this 
traffic to the polls, they shall join 
in the grand "Praise God from Whom 
All Blessings Flow," when by law vic- 
tory shall be achieved. 

9. That believing in the civil and 
political equality of the sexes, and 
that the ballot in the hands of woman 
is her right for protection, and would 
prove a powerful ally for the aboli- 
tion of the liquor traffic, the execu- 
tion of law, the promotion of reform 
in civil affairs, and the removal of cor- 
ruiption in public life, we enunciate the 
principle and relegate the practical 
outworkings of this reform to thie 
discretion of the Prohibition party in 
the several States according to the 
condition of public sentiment in those 
States. 

10. That we gratefully acknowledge 
the presence of the Divine Spirit 
guiding the counsels and granting the 
success which has been vouchsafed in 
the progress of the temperance re- 
form, and we earnestly ask the voters 
of these United States to make the 
principles of the above declaration 
dominant in the Government of the 
nation. 



The Greenback national convention 
met at Indianapolis, Ind., May 28, 1884, 
and nominated Benjamin F. Butler 
of Massachusetts for President and A. 
M. West of Mississippi for Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

NATIONAL (GREENBACK) PLAT- 
FORM OF 1884. 

We, the National party of the United 
States, in national convention assem- 
bled, this 29th day of May, A. D. 1884, 
declare: 

1. That we hold the late decision 
of the Supreme Court on the legal ten- 
der question to be a full vindication 
of the theory which our party has 
always advocated on the right and au- 
thority of Congress over the issue of 
the legal tender notes, and we hereby 
pledge ourselves to uphold said deci- 



sion, and to defend the Constitution 
against alterations or amendments in- 
tended to deprive the people of any 
rights or privileges conferred by that 
instrument. We demand the issue of 
such money in sufficient quantities to 
supply the al?tual demand of trade and 
commerce, in accordance with the in- 
crease of population and the develop- 
ment of our industries. We demand 
the substitution of greenbacks for na- 
tional bank notes and the prompt pay- 
ment of the public debt. We want 
that money which saved our country 
in time of war and which has given 
it prosperity and happiness in peace. 
We condemn the retirement of the 
fractional currency and the small de- 
nominations of greenbacks and de- 
mand their restoration. We demand 
the issue of the hoards of money now 
locked up in the United States Treas- 
ury, by applying them to the payment 
of the public debt now due. 

2. We denounce as dangerous to our 
republican institutions, those methods 
and policies of the Democratic and 
Republican parties which have sanc- 
tioned or permitted the establishment 
of land, railroad, money, and other 
gigantic corporate monopolies; and we 
demand such governmental action as 
may be necessary to take from such 
monopolies the powers they have so 
corruptly and unjustly usurped, and 
restore them to the people to whom 
they belong. 

3. The public lands being the natu- 
ral inheritance of the people, we de- 
nounce that policy which has granted 
to corporations vast tracts of land, 
and we demand that immediate and 
vigorous measures be taken to reclaim 
from such corporations for the peo- 
ple's use and benefit, all such land 
grants as have been forfeited by rea- 
son of non-fulfillment of contract, or 
that may have been wrongfully ac- 
quired by corrupt legislation, and that 
such reclaimed lands and other public 
domain be henceforth held as a sa- 
cred trust, to be granted only to actual 
settlers in limited quantities; and we 
also demand that the alien ownership 
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of land, individual or corporate, shall 
. be prohibited. 

4. We demand Congressional regula- 
tion of our inter-state commerce. We 
denounce "pooling," stock watering 
and discrimination in rates and 
charges, and demand that Congress 
shall correct these abuses, even, if 
necessary, by the construction of na- 
tional railroads. We also demknd the 
establishment of a Goverment postal 
telegraph system. 

5. All private property, all forms 
of money and obligations to pay 
money, should bear their just propor- 
tion of the public taxes. We demand 
a graduated income tax. / 

6. We demand the amelioration o'f 
the condition of labor by enforcing 
the sanitary laws in industrial estab- 
lishments, by the abolition of the 
convict labor system, by a rigid inspec- 
tion of mines and factories, by a re- 
duction of the hours of labor in in- 
dustrial establishments, by fostering 
educational institutions, and by abol- 
ishing child labor. 

7. We condemn all importations of 
contract labor, made with a view of 
reducing to starvation w^-ges the 
workingmen of this country, and de- 
mand laws for its prevention. 

8. We insist upon a Constitutional 
amendment reducing the terms of 
United States Senators. 

9. We demand such rules for the 
government of Congress as shall place 
all representatives of the people upon 
an equal footing, and take away from 
committees a veto power greater than 
that of the President. 

10. The question as to the amount 
of duties to be levied upon various 
articles of import has been agitated 
and quarreled over and has divided 
communities for 'nearly a hundred 
years. It has not now and never will 
be settled unless by the abolition of 
indirect taxation. It is a convenient 
issue — ^always raised when people are 
excited over abuses in their midst. 
While we favor a wise revision of the 
tariff laws, with a view to raising 
a revenue from luxuries rather than 



necessaries, we insist that as an eco- 
nomic question its Importance is insig- 
nificant when compared with financial 
issues; for whereas we have suffered 
our worst panics under low and also 
under higt tariffs, we have never 
suffered from a panic nor seen our fac- 
tories and workshops closed while the 
volume of money in circulation was 
adequate to the needs of comXnerce. 
Give our farmers and manufacturers 
money as cheap as you now give it to 
our bankers, and they can pay high, 
wages to labor, and compete with all 
the world. 

11. For the purpose of testing the 
sense of the people upon the subject, 
we are in favor of submitting to a vote 
of the people an amendment to the 
Constitution in favor of suffrage re- 
gardless of sex, and also on the sub^ 
Ject of the liquor traffic. 

12. All disabled soldiers of the late 
war should be equitably pensioned, 
and we denounce the policy of keeping 
a small army of office-holders whose 
only business is to prevent, on technic- 
al grounds, deserving soldiers from 
obtaining justice from the Government 
they helped to save. 

13. As our name indicates, we are 
a National party, knowing no east, no 
west, no north, no south. Having no 
sectional prejudices, we can properly 
place in nomination for the high of- 
fices of State as candidates, men from 
any section of the Union. 

14. We appeal to all people who be- 
lieve in our principles to aid us by 
voice, pen and votes. 

On June 19, 1884, a convention as- 
sembled in Chicago as the American 
party and nominated Samuel C. Pom- 
eroy of Kansas for President and John 
A. Conant of Connecticut for Vice- 
President. 

AMERICAN PLATFORM. 

We hold: 

1. That ours is a Christian and not a 
heathen nation, and that the God of 
the Christian Scriptures is the author 
of civil government. 
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2. That the Bible should be associ- 
ated with books of science and litera- 
ture In all our educational institutions. 

3. That God requires and man needs 
a Sabbath. 

4. That we demand the prohibition 
of the importation, manufacture and 
sale of intoxicating drinks. 

5. That the charters of all secret 
lodges granted by our Federal and 
State Legislatures should be with- 
drawn and their oaths prohibited by 
law. 

6. We are opposed to putting prison 
labor or depreciated contract labor 
from foreign countries In competition 
with free labor to benefit manufactur- 
ers, corporations and speculators. 

7. .We are in favor of a thorough re- 
vision and enforcement of the law 
concerning patents and inventions for 
the prevention and punishment of 
frauds either upon inventors or the 
general public. 

8. We hold to -and will vote for 
woman suffrage. 

9. We hold that the civil equality 
secured to all American citizens by 
Articles 13, 14 and 15 of our amended 
National Constitution should be pre- 
served inviolate, and the same equality 
should be extended to Indians and 
Chinamen. ' 

10. That international differences 
should be settled by arbitration. 

11. That land and other monopolies 
should be discouraged. 

12. That the General Government 
should furnish the people with an am- 
ple and sound currency. 

13. That it should be the settled pol- 
icy of the Government to reduce the 
tariffs and taxes as rapidly as the 
necessities of revenue and vested busi- 
ness interests will allow. 

14. That polygamy should be imme- 
diately suppressed by law, and that the 
Republican party is censurable for its 
long neglect of Its du^y in respect to 
this evil. 

15. And, finally, we demand for the 
American people the abolition of elec- 
toral colleges and a direct vote for 



President and Vice-President of the 
United States. 



On September 20, 1884, a convention 
was held at San Francisco, Cal., under 
the name of the "Equal Rights Party" 
at which the prime object was the urg- 
ing of the rights of women to a voice 
in the affairs of government. 

This convention nominated Belva 
A. Lockwood of Washington, D. C, 
for President, and Marietta L. Snow 
of California for Vice-President. 

EQUAL RIGHTS PLATFORM. 

1. We pledge ourselves, if elected to 
power, so far as in us lies, to do equal 
and exact Justice to every class of our 
citizens, without distinction of color, 
sex or nationality. 

2. We shall recommend that the lawd 
of the several States be so amended 
that women will be recognized as vot- 
ers, and their property rights made 
equal with that of the male popula- 
tion, to the end that they may become 
self-supporting, rather than a depend- 
ent class. 

3. It will be our earnest endeavor to 
revive the now lagging industries of 
the country by encouraging and 
strengthening our commercial rela- 
tions with other countries, especially 
with the Central and South American 
States, whose wealth of productions are 
now largely diverted to England and 
other European countries for lack of 
well-established steamship lines and 
railroad communications between 
these countries and our own, encour- 
age exports by an effort to create a 
demand for our home productions; and 
to this end we deem that a moderate 
tariff — sufficient to protect the labor- 
ing classes, but not so high as to keep 
our goods out of the market, as most 
likely to conserve the best interests of 
our whole people. That is to say, we 
shall avoid as much as possible a high 
prot^tive tariff on the one hand and 
free trade on the other. We shall also 
endeavor by all laudable means to in- 
crease the wages of laboring men and 
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women. Our protective system will be 
most earnestly exerted to protect the 
commonwealth of the country from 
venality and corruption in high places. 

4. It will be our earnest effort to see 
that the solemn contract made with 
the soldiers of the country on enlist- 
ment into the United States service, 
viz.: that if disabled therein they 
should be pensioned, is strictly car- 
ried out, and that without unnecessary 
expense or delay to them; and a re- 
enactment of the "Arrears Act." 

5. We shall discountenance by every 
legal means the liquor traffic, because 
Its tendency is to demoralize the youth 
of the land; to lower the standard of 
morality among the people; and we 
do not believe that the revenue derived 
from it would feed and clothe the pau- 
pers that it makes, and the money ex- 
pended on its account in the courts, 
workhouses and prisons. 

6. We believe that the only solution 
of the Indian question Is, to break up 
all of their small principalities and 
chieftainships, that have ever pre- 
sented the anomaly of small kingdoms 
scattered through a republic and ever 
liable to break out in some unexpect- 
ed locality; and which have been hith- 
erto maintained at such great expense 
to the Government, and treat the In- 
dian like a rational human being, as 
we have the negro — make him a citi- 
zen, amenable to the laws, and let him 
manage his own private affairs. 

7. That it is but Just that every pro- 
tection granted to citizens of the 
United States by birth should also be 
secured to the citizens of the United 
States by adoption. 

8. We shall continue gradually to 
pay the public debt and to refund the 
balance, but not in such manner as to 
curtail the circulating medium of the 
country so as to embarrass trade, but 
pledge ourselves that every dollar 
shall be paid in good time. 

9. We oppose monopoly, the tend- 
ency of which is to make the rich 
richer, and the poor poorer, as op- 
posed to the genius and welfare of 
republican institutions. 



10. W^e shall endeavor to aid in 
every laudable way the work of edu- 
cating the masses of the people, not 
only in book knowledge, but in physi- 
cal, moral and social culture, in such 
a manner as will tend to elevate the 
standard of American manhood and 
womanhood — that the individual may 
receive the highest possible develop- 
ment. 

11. We recommend a uniform sys- 
tem of laws for the several States as 
desirable as far as practicalble; and 
especially the laws relating to the 
descent of property, marriage- and di- 
vorce, and the limitation of contracts. 

12. We will endeavor to maintain 
the peaceable relations which now ex- 
ist between the various sectio^ns of our 
vast country, and strive to enter into 
a compact of peace with the other 
American as well as European na- 
tions, in order that the peace which 
we now enjoy may become perpetual. 
We believe that war is a relic of bar- 
barism belonging to the past, and 
should only be resorted to in the dir- 
est extremity. 

XZ. That the dangers of a solid 
South or a solid North shall be avert- 
ed by a strict regard to the interests 
of every section of the country, a fair 
distribution of public offices, and such 
a distribution of the public funds for 
the increase of the facilities of inter- 
commercial relations as will restore 
the South to her former industrial 
prestige, develop the exhaustless re- 
sources of the West, foster the iron, 
coal, and woolen interests of the Mid- 
dle States, and revive the manufac- 
tures of the East. 

14. We shall foster civil service, be- 
lieving that a true civil service re- 
form, honestly and candidly adminis- 
tered will lift us out of the imputa- 
tion of having become a nation of of- 
fice seekers, and have a tendency to 
develop in candidates for office an 
earnest desire to make themselves 
worthy and capable of performing the 
duties of the office that they desire to 
fill, and in order to make the reform 
a permanent one, recommend that ft 
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be engrafted into the CoppUtnllnu of 
the United States. 

15. It will be the policy of the 
Equal Rights party to see that the 
residue of the public domain is .par- 
celed out to actual settlers only, that 
the honest yeomanry of the land, iind 
especially those who have fought to 
preserve it, shall enjoy its benefits. 

RESULT OF ELECTION OF 1884, 

Cleveland and Hendricks receives (\ 
219 electoral votes; Blaine and Logan 
received 182. 

The popular vote was as follows: 

Republican 4,874,986, Democratic 4,- 
851,981; National (Greenback) 175,370, 
Prohibition 150,369. 

Mr. Cleveland's cabinet was as fol- 
lows: Secretary of State, Thos. F. 
Bayard of Delaware; Secretary of 
Treasury, Dan'l Manning of New York, 
who was succeeded by C. S. Fairchild 
of New York, April 1, 1887; Secretary 
of War, W. C. Endicott of Massachu- 
setts; Secretary of Navy, W. C. Whit- 
ney of New York; Secretary of Inte- 
rior, L. Q. C. Lamar of Mississippi; 
Postmaster General, W. F. Vilas of 
Wisconsin, succeeded by D. M. Dick- 
inson of Michigan on Jan. 16, 1888; 
Attorney General, A. H. Garland of 
Arkansas. 

The oflace of Secretary of Agricul- 
ture was created and N. J. Coleman of 
Missouri was appointed on Feb. 12, 
1889. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1888. 

The Republicans met at Chicago, 
June 21, 1888, and nominated Benja- 
min Harrison of Indiana for President 
and Levi P. Morton of New York for 
Vice-President. 

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1888. 

The Republicans of_ the United 
States, assembled by their delegates 
in national convention, pause on the 
threshold of their proceedings to 
honor the memory of their first great 
leader; the immortal champion of lib- 



erty and the rights of the people — 
Abraham Lincoln; and to cover also 
with wreaths of imperishable remem- 
brance and gratitude the heroic names 
of our later leaders who have more 
recently been called away from our 
councils — Grant, Garfield, Arthur, Lo- 
gan and Conkling. May their memo- 
ries be faithfully cherished. 

We also recall with our greetings, 
and with our prayer for his recovery, 
the name of one of our living heroes, 
whose memory will be treasured in 
the history both of Republicans and 
the Republic — the name of that noble 
soldier and favorite child of victory, 
Philip H. Sheridan. 

In the spirit of those great leaders 
and of our own devotion to human lib- 
erty, and with that hostility to all 
forms of despotism and oppression 
which is the fundamental idea of the 
Republican party, we send fraternal 
congratulations to our fellow Ameri- 
cans of Brazil upon their great act of 
emancii>ation, which completes the 
abolition of s?avery throughout the two 
continents. 

We earnesclr hope that we may soon 
congratulate onr fellow citizens of 
Irish birth upon the peaceful recovery 
of Home Rule foi" Ireland. 

We reafllrm oux» unswerving devo- 
tion to the national Constitution and 
the indissoluble un^on of the States; 
to the autonomy rest^rved to the States 
under the Constitut/on; to the per- 
sonal rights and liberties of citizens 
in all the States and T<-.rritories in the 
Union, and especially t«^ the supreme 
and sovereign right ol every lawful 
citizen, rich or poor, nati»-e or foreign- 
born, white or black, to c^^st one free 
ballot in public elections, and to have 
that ballot duly counted. W ^ hold the 
free and honest popular ballot, and the 
just and equal representation ^f all the 
people, to be the foundation of our 
republican government, and demand 
effective legislation to secure '^he in- 
tegrity and purity of elections, which 
are the foundations of public a-nthor- 
ity. We charge that the present ad- 
ministration and the Democratic ma- 
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jority in Congress owe their existence 
to the suppression of the ballot by a 
criminal nullification of the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States. 

We are uncompromisingly in favor 
of the American system of Protection; 
wjB protest against its destruction as 
proposed by the President and his 
party. They serve the interests of Eu- 
rope; we will support the interests of 
America. We accept the issue and 
confidently appeal to the people for 
their judgment The protective sys- 
tem must be maintained. Its abandon- 
ment has always been followed by gen- 
eral disaster to all interests except 
those of the usurer and the sheriff. 
We denounce the Mills bill as destruc- 
tive to the general business, the labor 
and the farming interests of the coun- 
try, and we heartily indorse the con- 
sistent and patriotic action of the Re- 
publican representatives in Congress 
in opposing its passage. 

We condemn the proposition of the 
Democratic party to place wool on the 
free list, and we insist tha't the duties 
thereon shall be adjusted and main- 
tained so as to furnish full and ade- 
quate protection to that industry 
throughout; the United States. 

The Republican party would eftecf 
all needed reduction of the national 
revenue by repealing the taxes upony 
tobacco which are an annoyapce andj- 
burden to agriculture, and the tax^ 
upon spirits used in the arts and for 
mechanical purposes, and by such re- 
vision of the tariff laws as will tend 
to check imports of such articles as are 
produced by our people, the produc- 
tion of which gives employment to our 
labor, and release from import duties 
those articles of foreign production 
(except luxuries) the like of which 
cannot be produced at home. If there 
shall still remain a larger revenue than 
is requisite for the wants of the G(?v- 
ernment, we favor the entire repeal. of 
internal taxes rather than the sur%, 
render of any part of our protective 
system at the joint behest of the whis- 
key trusts and the agents of foreign 
manufacturers. 



We declare our hostility to ^he in- 
troduction into this country of foreign 
contract labor and of Chinese labor, 
alien to our civilization and Constitu- 
tion, and we demand the rigid en- 
forcement of the existing laws against 
it. and favor such immediate legisla- 
tion as will exclude such labor from 
our shores. 

We declare our opposition to all 
combinations of capital organized in 
trusts or otherwise to control arbi- 
trarily the condition of trade among 
our citizens, and we recommend to 
Congress and the State Legislatures in 
their respective jurisdictions such leg- 
islation as will prevent the execution 
of all schemes to oppress the "people 
by undue charges on their supplies, or 
by unjust rates for the transportation 
of their products to market. We ap- 
prove the legislation by Congress to 
prevent any unjust burdens and un- 
fair discriminations between the 
States. 

We reafllrm the policy of appropriat- 
ing the public lands of the United 
States to be homesteads for American 
citizens and settlers— not aliens— 
which the Republican party estab- 
lished in 1862 against the persistent 
opposition of the Democrats in Con- 
gress, and which "has brought our 
great Western domain into such mag- 
nificent development. The restoration 
of unearned railroad land grants to the 
^public domain for the use of settlers, 
which was begun under the adminis- 
tration of President Arthur, should be 
^continued. We deny that the Demo- 
cratic party has ever restored one acre 
to the people, but declare that by the 
joint action of Republicans and Demo- 
crats in Congress about 50,000,000 of 
acres of unearned lands originally 
granted for the (Construction of rail- 
roads have been restored to the public 
domain, in pursuance of the conditions 
inserted by the Republican party in 
the original grants. We charge the 
Democratic administration with failure 
to execute the laws securing to settlers 
titles to their homesteads, and with 
using appropriations made for that 
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purpose to harass innocent settlers 
with spies and prosecutions under the 
false pretense of exposing frauds and 
vindicating the law. 

The government by Congress of the 
Territories is based upon necessity, 
only to the end that they may become 
States in the Union. Therefore, when- 
ever the conditions of population, ma- 
terial resources, public intelligence 
and morality are such as to insure a 
stable local government therein, the 
people of such Territories should be 
permitted as a right inherent in them 
to form for themselves Constitutions 
and State Governments and be ad- 
mitted into the Union. Pending the 
preparation. for Statehood, all officers 
thereof 'should be selected from the 
bona fide residents and citizens of the 
Territory wherein they are to serve. 
South Dakota should of right be iiri- 
mediately admitted as a State in the 
Union, under the constitution framed 
and adopted by her people, and we 
heartily indorse the action of the Re- 
publican Senate in twice passing bills 
for her admission. The refusal of the 
Democratic House of Representatives, 
for partisan purposes, to favorably 
consider these bills, is a willful viola- 
tion of the sacred American principle 
of local self-government, and merits 
the condemnation of all just men. The 
pending bills in the Senate to enable 
the people of Washington, North Da- 
kota and Montana Territories to form 
Constitutions and establish State gov- 
ernments, should be passed without 
unnecessary delay. The Republican 
party pledges itself to do all in its 
power to facilitate the admission of 
the Territories of New Mexico, Wyo- 
i3alng, Idaho and Arizona to the enjoy- 
ment of self-government as States, 
such of 'them as are now qualified as 
soon as possible and the others as 
soon as they may become so. 

The political power of the Mormon 
Church in the Territories, as exer- 
cised in the past, is a menace to free 
institutions, a danger no longer to be 
Buffered. Therefore we pledge the 
Republican party to appropriate legis- 



lation asserting the sovereignty of 
the Nation in all Territories where the 
same is questioned, and in furtherance 
of that end to place upon the statute 
books legislation stringent enough to 
divorce the political from the ecclesi- 
astical power, and thus stamp out the 
attendant wickedness or polygamy. 

The Republican party is in favor of 
the use of both gold and silver as 
money, and condemns the policy of 
the Democratic administration in its 
efforts to demonetize silver. 

We demand the reduction of letter 
postage to one cent per ounce. 

In a republic like ours, where the 
citizen is the sovereign and the offi- 
cial the servant, where no power is 
exercised except by the will of the peo- 
ple, it is important that the sovereign 
— the people — should possess intelli- 
gence. The free school is the promoter 
of that intelligence which is Xo pre- 
serve us as a free nation, therefore the 
State, or Nation, or both combined, 
should support free institutions of 
learning sufficient to afford to every 
child growing in the land the oppor- 
tunity of a good common school edu- 
cation. 

We earnestly recommend that 
prompt action be taken by Congress on 
the enactment of such legislation as 
will best secure the rehabilitation of 
our American merchant marine, and 
we protest against the passage by Con- 
gress of a free-ship bill, as calculated 
to work injustice to labor by lessening 
the wages of those engaged in pre- 
paring materials, as well as those di- 
rectly employed in our shipyards. We 
demand appropriation for the early re- 
building of our navy, for the construc- 
tion of coast fortifications and modern 
ordnance and other approved modern 
means of defense for the protection of 
our defenseless harbors and cities; for 
the payment of just pensions to our 
soldiers; for necessary works of na- 
tional importance to the improvement 
of harbors and the channels of inter- 
nal, coastwise and foreign commerce; 
for the encouragement of the shipping 
interests of the Atlantic^ Gulf and Pa- 
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cific States, as well as for the pay- 
ment of the maturing public debt 
This policy will give employment to 
our labor, activity to our various in- 
dustries, increase the security of our 
country, promote trade, open new and 
direct markets for our produce and 
cheapen the cost of transportation. We 
affirm this to be far better for our 
country than the Democratic policy 
of loaning the Government's money, 
without interest, to "pet banks." 
^ The conduct of aftairs by the pres- 
ent administration has been distin- 
guished by its inefficiency and cow- 
ardice. Having withdrawn from the 
Senate all pending treaties effected by 
Republican administrations for the re- 
moval of foreign burdens and restric- 
tions upon our commerce, and for its 
extension into better markets, it has 
neither effected nor proposed any 
others In their stead. Professing ad- 
herence to the Monroe Doctrine, it has 
seen, with idle complacency, the exten- 
sion of foreign influence in Central 
America and of foreign trade every- 
where among our neighbors. It has 
refused to charter, sanction or encour- 
age any American organization for 
constructing the Nicaragua canal, a 
work of vital importance to the main- 
tenance of the Monroe Doctrine, and of 
our national influence in Central and 
South America, and necessary for the 
development of trade with our Pacific 
territory, with South America and 
with the islands and farther coasts of 
the Pacific ocean. 

We arraign the present Democratic 
administration for its weak and unpa- 
triotic treatment of the fisheries ques- 
tion, and its pusillanimous surrender 
of the essential privileges to which 
our fis-hing vessels are entitled in Ca- 
nadian ports under the treaty of 1818, 
the reciprocal maritime legislation of 
1830 and the comity of nations, and 
which Canadian fishing vessels re- 
ceive in the ports of the United States. 
We condemn the policy of the present 
administration and the Democratic 
majority in Congress toward our fish- 
eries as unfriendly and conspicuously 



unpatriotic, and as tending to destroy 
a valuable national Industry and an 
indispensable Bource of defense against 
a foreign enemy. 

The name of American applies alike 
to all citizens of the republic, and im- 
poses upon all alike the same obliga- 
tion of obedience to the laws. At the 
same time that citizenship is and 
must be the panoply and safeguard of 
him who wears it, and protect him, 
whether high or low, rich or poor, in 
all his civil rights. It should and must 
afford him protection at home and fol- 
low and protect him abroad, in what- 
ever land he may be, on a lawful 
errand. 

The men who abandoned the Repub- 
lican party in 1884 and continue to 
adhere to the Democratic party, have 
deserted not only the cause of honest 
government, of sound finance, of free- 
dom, of purity of the ballot, but espe- 
cially have deserted the cause of re- 
form in the civil service. We will not 
fail to keep our pledges because they 
have broken theirs or because their 
candidate has broken his. We there- 
fore repeat our declaration of 1884, to- 
wit; "The reform of the civil service 
auspiciously begun under the Repub- 
lican administration should be com- 
pleted by the further extension of the 
reform systems already established by 
law to all the grades of service to 
which it is applicable. The spirit and 
purpose of the reform should be ob- 
served in all executive appointments, 
and all laws at variance with the ob- 
ject of existing reform legislation 
should be repealed, to the end that 
the dangers to free Institutions which 
lurk in the power of official patronage 
may be wisely and effectively avoid- 
ed." 

The gratitude of the nation to the 
defenders of the Union cannot be 
measured by laws. The legislation 
of Congress should conform ' to the 
pledges made by a loyal people, and 
be so enlarged and extended as to pro- 
vide against the possibility that any 
man who honorably wore the Federal 
uniform shall become an inmate of an 
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almshouse or dependent upon private 
charity; In the presence of an over- 
flowing treasury It would be a public 
scandal to do less for those whose 
valorous service preserved the govern- 
ment. We denounce the hostile spirit 
shown by President Cleveland in his 
numerous vetoes of measures for pen- 
sion relief, and the action of the Dem- 
ocratic Representatives in refusing 
even a consideration of general pen- 
sion legislation. 

In support of the principles here- 
with enunciated we invite the co-oper- 
ation of patriotic men of all parties, 
and especially of all workingmen, 
whose prosperity is seriously threat- 
ened by the free-trade policy of the 
present administration. 



The Democratic convention was held 
at St. Louis, June 7, 1888, and Grover 
Cleveland was renominated for Pres- 
ident and Allen G. Thurman of Ohio 
was nominated for Vice-President. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1888. 

The Democratic party of the United 
States, in national convention assem- 
bled, renews the pledge of its fidelity 
to Democratic faith, and reafllrms the 
platform adopted by its representatives 
in the convention of 1884, and indorses 
the views expressed by President 
Cleveland in his last annual message 
to Congress, as the correct interpreta- 
tion of that platform upon the ques- 
tion of tariff reduction; and also in- 
dorses the efforts of our Democratic 
representatives in Congress to secure 
a reduction of excessive taxation. 

Chief among its principles of party 
faith are the maintenance of an indis- 
soluble Union of free and indestructi- 
ble States, now about to enter upon its 
second century of unexampled progress 
and renowa; devotion to a plan of gov- 
ei'nment regulated by a written Con- 
stitution, strictly specifying every 
granted power and expressly reserving 
to the States or the people the entire 
^ngranted residue of power; the en- 
couragement of a jealous popular vigi- 



lance, directed to all who have been 
chosen for brief terms to enact and ex- 
ecute the laws and are charged with 
the duty of preserving peace, insuring 
equality and establishing justice. 

The Democratic party welcomes an 
exacting scrutiny of the administration 
of the executive power which, four 
years ago, was committed to its trust 
in the selection of Grover Cleveland, 
President of the United States, and it 
challenges the most searching inquiry 
concerning its fidelity and devotion to 
the pledges which then invited the 
suffrages of the people. During a most 
critical period of our financial affairs, 
resulting from overtaxation, the anom- 
alous condition of our currency, and a 
public debt unmatured, it has by the 
adoption of a wise and conservative 
course not only averted disaster but 
greatly promoted the prosperity of the 
people. 

It has reversed the unwise and im- 
provident policy of the Republican par- 
ty touching the public domain, and 
has reclaimed from corporations and 
syndicates, alien and domestic, and re- 
stored to the people nearly one hun- 
dred millions of acres of valuable land 
to be sacredly held as homesteads for 
our citizens. 

While carefully guarding the inter- 
ests of the taxpayers and conforming 
strictly to the principles of justice and 
equity, it has paid out more for pen- 
sions and bounties to soldiers and sail- 
ors of the Republic than was ever paid 
before during an equal period. 

By intelligent management and a 
judicious and economical expenditure 
of the public money, it has set on foot 
the reconstruction of the American 
navy upon a system which forbids the 
recurrence of scandal and insures suc- 
cessful results. 

It has adopted and consistently pur- 
sued a firm and prudent foreign pol- 
icy, preserving peace with all nations, 
while scrupulously maintaining all the 
rights and interests of our own 'Gov- 
ernment and people at home and 
abroad. The exclusion from our 
shores of Chinese laborers has been 



116 



THE PLATFOBM TEXT BOOK. 



effectually secured under the provis- 
ions of a treaty, the operation of 
which has been postponed by the ac- 
tion of a Republican majority in the 
Senate. 

Honest reform in the civil service 
has been inaugurated and maintained 
by President Cleveland and he has 
brought the public service to the high- 
est standard of eflaciency, not only by 
rule and precept, but by the example 
of his own untiring and unselfish ad- 
ministration of public affairs. 

In every branch and department of 
the Government under Democratic 
control the right and the welfare of 
all the people have been guarded and 
defended; every public interest has 
been protected and the equality of all 
our citizens before the law, without 
regard to race or color, has been 
steadfastly maintained. 

Upon its record thus exhibited and 
upon the pledge of a continuance to 
the people of the benefits of good gov- 
ernment, the National Democracy in- 
voke a renewal of popular trust by 
the re-election of a Chief Magistrate 
who is faithful, able and prudent. 

They invoke an addition to that 
trust by the transfer also to the De- 
mocracy of the entire legislative 
power. 

The Republican party, controlling 
the Senate and resisting in both 
Houses a reformation of unjust and 
unequal tax laws which have outlasted 
the necessities of war and are now un- 
dermining the abundance of a long 
peace, deny to the people equality be- 
fore the law and the fairness and the 
justness which are their right. Thus 
the cry of American labor for a better 
share in the rewards of industry is 
stifled with false pretenses; enterprise 
is fettered and bound down to home 
markets; capital is discouraged with 
doubt, and unequal, unjust laws can 
neither be properly amended nor re- 
pealed. 

The Democratic party will continue, 
with all the power confided to it, the 
struggle to reform these laws in ac- 
cordance with the pledges of its last 



platform, indorsed at the ballot-box by 
the suffrages of the people. ^ 

Of all the industrious freemen of our 
land an immense niajority, including 
every tiller of the soil, gain no advan- 
tage from the tax laws, but the price 
of nearly everything they buy is in- 
creased by the favoritism of an un- 
equal system of tax legislation. 

All unnecessary taxation is unjust 
taxation. 

It is repugnant to the creed of De- 
mocracy that by such taxation the cost 
of the necessaries of life should be un- 
justifiably increased to all our people. 

Judged by Democratic principles, the 
interests of the people are betrayed 
when by unnecessary taxation, trusts 
and combinations are permitted and 
fostered, which, while unduly enrich- 
ing the few that combine, rob the 
body of our citizens by depriving them 
as purchasers, of the benefits of natu- 
ral competition. Every Democratic 
rule of governmental action is violated 
when, through unnecessary taxation, a 
vast sum of money, far beyond the 
needs of an economical administra- 
tion, is drawn from the people and 
the channels of trade, and accumu- 
lated as a demoralizing surplus in the 
National Treasury. 

The money now lying idle in the 
Federal Treasury, resulting from su- 
perfluous taxation, amounts to more 
than 1125^000,000, and the surplus col- 
lected is reaching the sum of more 
than $60,000,000 annually. 

Debauched by this immense tempta- 
tion, the remedy of the Republican 
party is to meet and exhaust by ex- 
travagant appropriations and expendi- 
tures, whether Constitutional or not, 
the accumulations of extravagant tax- 
ation. 

The Democratic policy is tq enforce 
frugality in public expense and abol- 
ish unnecessary taxation, v' 

Our established domestic industries 
should not, and need not, be endan- 
gered by a reduction and correction of 
the burdens of taxation. On the con- 
trary, a fair and careful revision of our 
tax laws, with due allowaijce for the 
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difference between the wages of Amer- 
ican 'and foreign labor, must promote 
and encourage every branch of such 
industries and enterprises by giving 
them assurance of an extended market 
and steady and continuous operation. 

In the interest of American labor, 
which should in no event be neglected, 
the revision of our tax laws contem- 
plated by the Democratic party would 
promote the advantage of such labor 
by cheapening the cost of the necessa- 
ries of life in the home of every work- 
ingman, and at the same time secure 
to him steady and remunerative em- 
ployment. 

Upon this question of tariff reform, 
so closely concerning every phase of 
our national life, and upon every 
question involved in the problem of 
good government, the Democratic par- 
ty submits its principles and profes- 
sions to the intelligent suffrage of the 
American people. 

Resolved, That this convention here- 
by indorses and recommends the early 
passage of the bill for the reduction 
of the revenue now pending in the 
House of Representatives. 

Resolved, That a just and liberal 
policy should be pursued in reference 
to the Territories; that right of self- 
government is inherent in the people 
and guaranteed under the Constitu- 
tion; that the Territories of Washing- 
ton, Dakota, Montana, and New Mex- 
ico are by virtue of population and 
development entitled to admission into 
the Union as States, and we unquali- 
fiedly condemn the course of the Re- 
publican party in refusing statehood 
and self-government to their people. 

Resolved, That we express our cor- 
dial sympathy with the struggling peo- 
ple of all nations in their efforts to se- 
cure for themselves the inestimable 
blessings of self-government and civil 
and religious liberty, and we especial- 
ly declare our sympathy with the ef- 
forts of those noble patriots who, led 
^y Gladstone and Parnell, have con- 
ducted their grand and peaceful con- 
test for Home Rule in Ireland. 



The Prohibition convention at In- 
dianapolis on May 31, 1888, nominated 
Clinton B. Fisk of New Jersey for 
President and John A. Brooks of 
Missouri for Vice-President. 

PROHIBITION PLATFORM OF 1888. 

The Prohibition party, in national 
convention assembled, acknowledging 
Almighty God as the source of all 
power in Government, do hereby de- 
clare: 

1. That the manufacture, importa- 
tion, exportation, transportation and 
sale of alcoholic beverages should be 
made public crimes, and prohibited as 
such. 

2. That such prohibition must be se- 
cured through amendments to our Na- 
tional and State Constitutions, en- 
forced by adequate laws adequately 
supported by administrative authority; 
and to this end the organization of the 
Prohibition party is imperatively de- 
manded in State and Nation. 

3. That any form of license, taxa- 
tion, or regulation pt the liquor traffic 
is contrary to good government; that 
any party which supports regulation, 
license or taxation enters into alliance 
with such traffic and becomes the ac- 
tual foe of the State's welfare, and that 
we arraign the Republican and Dem- 
ocratic parties for their persistent at- 
titude in favor of the license iniquity, 
whereby they oppose the demand of 
the people for prohibition, and, 
through open complicity with the 
liquor crime^ defeat the enforcement 
of law. 

4. For the immediate abolition of 
the internal revenue system, whereby 
our National Government is deriving 
support from our greatest national 
vice. 

5. That an adequate public revenue 
being necessary, it may properly be 
raised by import duties; but import 
duties should be so reduced that no 
surplus shall be accumulated in the 
treasury, and that the burdens of tax- 
ation shall be removed from foods, 
clothing and other comforts and nec- 
essaries of life, and imposed on such 
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articles of import as will give protec- 
tion both to the manufacturing em- 
ployer and producing laborer against 
the competition of the world. 

6. That the right of suffrage rests 
on no mere circumstances of race, 
color, sex, or nationality; and that 
where, from any cause, it has been 
withheld from citjzens who are of 
suitable age, and mentally and morally 
qualified for the exercise of an intelli- 
gent ballot, it should be restored by 
the people through the Legislatures of 
the several States, on such educational 
basis as they may deem wise. 

7. That civil service appointments 
for all civil offices, chiefly clerical in 
their duties, should be based upon 
moral, intellectual and physical quali- 
fications, and not upon party service 
or party necessity. 

8. For the abolition of polygamy 
and the etablishment of uniform laws 
governing marriage and divorce. 

9. For prohibiting all combinations 
of capital to control and to increase 
the cost of products for popular con- 
sumption. 

10. For the preservation and defense 
of the Sabbath as a civil institution, 
without oppressing any who religious- 
ly observe the same on other than the 
first day of the week. 



The Union Labor party met in con- 
vention at Cincinati, Ohio, May 16, 
1888, and nominated A. J. Streator of 
Illinois for President, aod Charles B. 
Cunningham of Arkansas for Vice- 
President. 

UNION LABOR PLATFORM OF 1888. 

1. While we believe that the proper 
solution of the financial system will 
greatly relieve those now in danger 
of losing their homes by mortgage 

I foreclosure and enable all industrious 
persons to secure a home as the high- 
est result of civilization, we oppose 
land monopoly in every form, demand 
the forfeiture of unearned grants, the 
limitation of land ownership, and such 
other legislation as will stop specula- 
lion in land and holding it unused 



should be so enforced as to prevent the 
introduction into our country of all 
convicts, inmates of other dependent 
institutions, and others physically In- 
capacitated for self-support, and that 
no person should have the ballot in 
any Sate who is not a citizen of the 
United States. 

13. Recognizing and declaring that 
prohibition of the liquor trafi^c has 
become the dominant issue in national 
politics, we invite to full party fel- 
lowship all those who, on this one 
dominant issue, are with us agreed, in 
the full belief that this party can and 
will remove sectional differences, pro- 
mote national unity and Insure the 
best welfare of our entire land. 



the abolition of the saloon would re- 
move the burdens moral, physical, pe- 
cuniary and social, which now oppress 
labor and rob it of its earnings, and 
would prove to be a wise and success- 
ful way of promoting labor reform, and 
we invite labor and capital to unite 
with us for the accomplishment there- 
of; that monopoly in land is wrong 
to the people, and the public lands 
should be reserved to actual settlers; 



and that men and women should r^-y ''execution or taxation. 



ceive equal wages for equal work. >-.; 



from those whose necessities require 
it. We believe the earth was made 
for the people and not to enable an 
idle aristocracy to subsist through 
rents upon the toil of the industrious, 
and that "corners" in land are as bad 
as "corners** in food, and that those 
who are not residents or citizens 
should not be allowed to own land in 
the United States. A homestead should 
be exempt to a limited extent from 



2. The means of communication and 



12. That our immigration laws\ transportation should be owned by the 



^'^c 
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people, as is the United States postal 
system. 

3. The establishing of a national 
monetary system in the interest of the 
producers instead of the speculators 
and usurers, by which the circulating 
medium in necessary quantity and full 
legal tender should be issued directly 
to the people without the intervention 
of banks, or loaned to citizens upon 
land security at a low rate of interest. 
To relieve them from extortions of 
usury and enable them to control the 
money supply, postal savings banks 
should be established. While we have 
free coinage of gold we should have 
free coinage of silver. We demand the 
immediate application of all the idle 
money in the United States Treasury 
to the payment of the bonded debt, and 
condemn the further Issue of interest- 
bearing bonds either by the National 
Government or by States, Territories, 
or municipalities. 

4. Arbitration should take the place 
of strikes and other injurious methods 
of settling labor disputes. The let- 
ting of convict labor to contractors 
should be prohibited, the contract sys- 
tem be abolished in public works, the 
hours of labor in industrial establish- 
ments be reduced commensurate with 
the increased production by labor- 
saving machinery, employes be pro- 
tected from bodily injury, equal pay 
given for equal work for both sexes 
and labor, agricultural and co-opera- 
tive associations be fostered and en- 
couraged by law. The foundation of 
a republic is in the intelligence of its 
citizens, and children who are drawn 
into workshops, mines and factories, 
are deprived of the education which 
should be secured to all by proper leg- 
islation. 

5. We demand the passage of a serv- 
ice pension bill to pension every hon- 
orably discharged soldier and sailor of 
the United States. 

6. A graduated income tax is the 
most equitable system of taxation, 
placing the burden of government up- 
on those who are best able to pay, in- 
stead of laying it upon the farmers and 



xempting millionaire bondholders 
and corporations. 

7. We demand a Constitutional 
amendment making United States Sen- 
ators elective by a direct vote of the 
people. 

8. We demand a strict enforcement 
of laws prohibiting the importation of 
subjects of foreign countries under 
contracts. 

9. We demand the passage and en- 
forcement of such legislation as will 
absolutely exclude the Chinese from 
the United States. 

10. The right to vote is inherent in 
citizenship, irrespective of sex, and is 
properly within the province of State 
legislation. 

11. The paramount issues to be 
solved in the interests of humanity are 
the abolition of usury, monopoly and 
trusts, and we denounce the Democrat- 
ic and Republican parties for creating 

.and perpetuating these monstrous 
evils. 



The Industrial Reform party met in 
Washington, Feb. 22, 1888, and nomi- 
nated Albert E. Redstone for Presi- 
dent and John Calvin for Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

INDUSTRIAL REFORM PLATFORM 
OF 1888. 

Whereas, It is possible to secure 
many needed reforms under a correct 
financial and industrial system; there- 
fore. 

Resolved, By the Industrial party, in 
national convention assembled, at the 
City of Washington, D. C, on the 22d 
day of February, 1888: 

1. That the Government shall pro- 
vide full legal tender money sufficient 
in volume to meet the requirements of 
the people. 

2. That the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall immediately redeem all pub- 
lic interest-bearing bonds. 

3. That all banks of issue shall b© 
abolished. 
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4. That the privilege of voting is in- 
herent in citizenship and the right to 
vote should be accorded to woman. 

RESULT OF ELECTION OF 1888. 

Harrison and Morton were elected, 
receiving 233 electoral votes. Cleveland 
and Thurman received 168. 

Popular vote: Republican 5,439,863, 
Democrat 5,540,329, Prohibition 249,- 
506, Union Labor 146,935, Industrial 
Reform 13,254. 

Mr. Harrison's cabinet was made up 
as follows: 

Secretary of State, James G. Blaine 
of Maine, succeeded on June 22, 1892, 
by J. W. Foster of Indiana; Secretary 
of the Treasury, William H. Windom 
of Minnesota, succeeded on February 
25, 1891, by Charles Foster of Ohio; 
Secretary of War, Redfleld Proctor of 
Vermont; Secretary of the Navy, Benj. 
F, Tracy of New York; Secretary of 
Interior, J. W. Noble of Missouri; 
Postmaster-General, John Wanamaker 
of Pennsylvania; Attorney-General, 
W. H. H. Miller of Indiana; Secretary 
of Agriculture, J. M. Rusk of Wiscon- 
sin. 

During the exciting campaign of 
1888, political passions were unusually 
^oused and an incident occurred that 
in many respects was similar to that 
in Van Buren's administration, when 
Elijah P. Lovejoy was mobbed and his 
printing press destroyed. The Vincent 
brothers published a paper at Winfield, 
Kansas, which so forcibly attacked the 
administration of the Republicans, 
National, State, and local, that an at- 
tempt was made to destroy the paper 
and its publishers, by the use of a 
dynamite bomb or "infernal machine." 
The box containing the "infernal ma- 
chine" was deposited with the express 
company at Coffeyville, Kan., and be- 
fore shipment accidentally exploded, 
destroying the agent's residence and 
nearly killing himself and family. Two 
years later a legislative investigation 
was made wherein the Republican 
state central committee and others 
were implicated. 



PEOPLE'S PARTY ORGANIZED. 

In accordance witt a call issued for 
a conference of Reform organizations, 
over 1,300 delegates met at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, May 19, 1891, and formed a new 
national organization, "The People's 
Party of the United States," and adopt- 
ed a platform as follows: 

PEOPLE'S PARTY PLATFORM. 

Adopted at Cincinnati, Ohio, May 21, 
1891. 

1. That in view of the great social, 
industrial, and economical revolution 
now dawning upon the civilized world, 
and the new and living issues con- 
fronting the American people, we be- 
lieve that the time has arrived for a 
crystallization of the political reform 
forces of our country and the forma- 
tion of what is known as the "People's 
Party of the United States of Amer- 
ica." 

. 2. That we most heartily indorse 
the demands of the platforms as adopt- 
ed at St. Louis, Mo., in 1889; and Ocala, 
Fla., in 1890, by industrial organiza- 
tions there represented, summarized 
as follows: 

A— The right to make and issue 
money is a sovereign power to be 
maintained by the people for the com- 
mon benefit; hence we demand the 
abolition of national banks as banks of 
issue, and as a substitute for national 
bank notes we demand that legal ten- 
der treasury notes be issued, in suffi- 
cient volume to transact the business 
of the country on a cash basis, without 
damage or special advantage to any 
class or calling, such notes to be legal 
tender in the payment of all debts, 
public and private, and such notes 
when demanded by the people shall be 
loaned to them at not more than 2 per 
cent per annum upon non-perishable 
products as indicated in the sub-treas- 
ury plan, and also upon real estate 
with proper limitation upon the quan- 
tity of land and the amount of money. 

B — ^We demand the free and unlimit- 
ed coinage of silver. 

C — ^We demand the passage of laws 
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prohibiting alien ownership of land, 
and that Congress take prompt action 
to devise some plan to obtain all lands , 
now owned by alien and foreign syn 
dicates, and that all lands held by 
railroads and other corporations in 
excess of such as is actually used an 
needed by them be reclaimed by the 
Government and held for actual set- 
tlers only. 

D — Believing the doctrine of equal 
rights to all and special privilege to 
none, v^e demand that taxation — Na- 
tional, State or municipal — shall not be 
used to build up one interest or class 
at the expense of another. 

E — We demand that all revenues — 
National, State or county— shall be 
limited to the necessary expenses of 
the Government, economically and 
honestly administered. ^ 

F — ^We demand a just and equitably, 
system of graduated tax on incomes. ^ 

G — ^We demand the most rigid, hon- 
est and just national control and su- 
pervision of the means of public com- 
munication and transportation, and if 
this control and supervision does not 
remove the abuses now existing, we 
\demand the Government ownership of 
such means of communication and 
transportation. 

H — ^We demand the election of Pres- 
ident, Vice-President and United 
States Senators by a direct vote of the 
people. 

3. That we urge united action of all 
progressive organizations attending 
the conference called for February 22, 
1892, by six of the leading reform or- 
ganizations. 

4. That a national central commit- 
tee be appointed by this conference, to 
be composed of a chairman, to be 
elected by this body, and of three 
members from each State represented, 
to be named by each State delegation. 

5. That this central committee shall 
represent this body, attend the na- 
tional conference on February 22, 1892, 
an(\ if possible unite with that and 
all other reform organizations there 
assembled. If no satisfactory arrange- 
nient can be effected, this committee 



shall call a national convention not 
later than June 1, 1892, for the pur- 
pose of nominating candidates for 

resident and Vice-President. 

6. That the members of the central 
committee for each State where there 
is no independent political organiza- 
tion, conduct an active system of po- 
litical agitation in their respective 
States. 

Resolved, That the question of uni- 
versal suffrage be recommended to the 
favorable consideration of the various 
States and Territories. 

Resolved, That while the party in 
power in 1889 pledged the faith of the 
nation to pay a debt in coin that had 
been contracted on a depreciated cur- 
rency basis and payable in currency, 
thus adding nearly one billion dollars 
to the burdens of the people, which 
meant gold for the bondholder and de- 
preciated currency for the soldier, and 

olding that the men who imperiled 
heir lives to save the life of a nation 

ould have been ^aid in money as 
d as that paid to the bondholder, 

e demand the issue of legal tender 
reasury notes in sufficient amount to 
make the pay of the soldiers equal to 
par with coin or such other legisla- 
tion as shall do equal and exact justice 
to the union soldiers of this country. 

Resolved, That as eight hours con- 
stitutes a legal day's work for Gov- 
ernment employes in mechanical de- 
partments, we believe this principle 
should be further extended so as to 
apply to all corporations employing la- 
bor, in the different States of the 
Union. 

Resolved, That this conference con- 
demns in unmeasured terms the ac- 
tion of the directors of the World's 
Columbian Exposition on May 19, in 
refusing the minimum rate of wages 
asked for by the labor organizations 
of Chicago. 

Resolved, That the Attorney Gen- 
eral submit the act of March 2, 1889, 
providing for the opening of Oklahoma 
to homestead settlement, to the su- 
preme court of the United States at 
the earliest possible moment, that the 
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unhappy settlers of that afflicted Ter- 
ritory may understand the law and 
Constitutional m.eaniilg of said act and 
thus put a^stop to so much litigation 
and expense. 

On Feb. 22, 1892, the action of the 
Cincinnati conference was ratified by 
a conference of industrial organiza- 
tions at St. Louis, Mo., and the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted: 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE ST. LOUIS 
CONFERENCE. 

This, the first great labor confer- 
ence of the United States and of the 
world, representing all divisions of ur- 
ban and rural organized industry, as- 
sembled in national congress, invoking 
upon its action the blessing and pro- 
tection of Almighty God, puts forth 
to and for the producers of the na- 
tion this declaration of union and in- 
dependence. The conditions which 
surround us best justify our co-opera- 
tion. We meet in the midst of a na- 
tion brought to the verge of moral, 
political and material ruin. Corrup- 
tion dominates the ballot-box, the 
Legislatures, the Congress, and 
touches even the ermine of the bench. 
The people are demoralized. Many of 
the States have been compelled to iso- 
late the voters at the polling places in 
order to prevent universal intimida- 
tion or bribery. The newspapers are 
subsidized or muzzled, public opinion 
silenced, business prostrated, our 
homes covered with mortgages, labor 
Impoverished, and the land concen- 
trating in the hands of capitalists. The 
urban workmen are denied the right 
of organisation for self-protection; im- 
ported pauperized labor beats down 
their wages; a hireling standing army, 
unrecognized by our laws, is estab- 
lished to shoot them down: and they 
are rapidly degenerating to Europeah 
conditions. 

The fruits of the toil of millions 
are boldly stolen to build up colossal 
fortunes, unprecedented in the history 
of the world, while their possessors 



despise the republic and endanger lib- 
erty. From the same prolific womb of 
governmental injustice breed the two 
great classes — ^paupers and million- 
aires. The national power to create 
money is appropriated to enrich bond- 
holders; silver^ which has been ac- 
cepted as coin since the dawn of his- 
tory, has been demonetized to add to 
the purchasing power of gold by de- 
creasing the value of all forms of 
property, as well as human labor, and 
the supply of currency is purposely 
abridged to fatten usurers, bankrupt 
enterprise and enslave industry. A 
vast conspiracy against mankiild has 
been organized on two continents, and 
is taking possession of the world. If 
not met and ov-erthrown at once it 
forebodes terrible social convulsions, 
the destruction of civilization, or the 
establishment of an absolute despot- 
ism. 

In this crisis of human affairs intel- 
ligent working people and producers of 
the United States have come together 
in the name of peace, order and society 
to defend liberty, prosperity and jus- 
tice. 

We declare our union and independ- 
ence. We assert our purpose to sup- 
port the political organization which 
represents our principles. 

We charge that the controlling influ- 
ence dominating the old political par- 
ties has allowed the existing dreadful 
conditions to develop without serious 
effort to restrain or prevent them. 
They have agreed together to ignore, 
in the coming campaign, every issue 
but one. They propose to drown the 
outcries of a plundered people with 
the uproar of a sham battle over the 
tariff; so that corporations, national 
banks, rings, trusts, "watered stock," 
the demonetization of silver, and the 
oppression of usurers, may all be lost 
sight of. They propose to sacrifice 
our homes and children upon the altar 
of mammon; to destroy the hopes of 
the multitude in order to secure cor- 
ruption funds from the great lords of 
plunder. 

We assert that a political organiza- 
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tion, representing the political princi- 
ples herein stated, is necessary to re- 
dress the grievances of which we com- 
plain. 

Assembled on the anniversary of the 
birth of the illustrious man who led 
the first great revolution on this con- 
tinent against oppression, filled with 
the sentiments which actuated that 
grand generation, we seek to restore 
the government of the republic to the 
hands of the "plain people" with whom 
it originated. Our doors are opened 
to all points of the compass. We ask 
all honest men to Join with and help 
us. 

In order to restrain the extortions 
of aggregate capital,* to drive the 
money-changers out of the temple, to 
form a perfect union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide 
for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the bless- 
ings of liberty for ourselves and our 
posterity we do ordain and establish 
the following platform of principles: 

1. We declare the union of the la- 
bor forces of the United States this 
day accomplished permanent and per- 
petual. May its spirit enter into all 
hearts for the salvation of the repub- 
lic and the uplifting of mankind. 

2. Wealth belongs to him who cre- 
ates it. Every dollar taken from in- 
dustry without an equivalent is rob- 
bery. If any one will not work, neith- 
er shall he eat. The interests of rural 
and urban labor are the same, their 
enemies are identical. 

3. We demand a national currency, 
safe, sound and flexible, issued by the 
general Government only, a full legal 
tender for all debts, public and pri- 
vate; and that without issue of bank- 
ing corporations a just, equitable and 
efficient means of distribution direct 
to the people at a tax not to exceed 
2 per cent, be provided, as set forth 
in the sub-treasury plan of the farm- 
ers' Alliance, or some better system; 
also, by payments in discharge of 
its obligations for public improve- 
ments. 



4. We demand free and unlimited 
coinage of silver. 

5. We demand that the amount of 
circulating medium be s|>eedily in- 
creased to not less than |50 per capita. 

6. We demand a graduated income 
tax. 

7. We believe that the money pf the 
country should be kept as much as 
possible in the hands of the people, 
and hence we demand all national and 
State revenue shall be limited to the 
necessary expenses of the govern- 
ment economically and honestly ad- 
ministered. 

8. We demand that postal savings 
banks be established by the Govern- 
ment for the safe deposit of the earn- 
ings of the people and to facilitate 
exchange. 

9. The land, including all the natu- 
ral resources of wealth, is the heritage 
of all the people and should not be 
monopolized for speculative purposes, ' 
and alien ownership of land should be \ 
prohibited. All land now held by the 
railroads and other corporations in- 
excess of their actual needs, and all 
lands now owned by aliens, should be 
reclaimed by the Government and held 
for actual settlers only. 

10. Transportation being a means 
of exchange and a public necessity, 
the Government should own and op- 
erate the railroads in the interest of 
the people. 

11. The telegraph and the telephone 
like the postoffice system, being a 
necessity for transmission of news, 
should be owned and operated by the 
Government in the interest of the 
people. 



CAMPAIGN OP 1892. 

The Republican convention at Min- 
neapolis, Minn., June 7, 1892, renomin- 
ated Benjamin Harrison for President, 
and placed on the ticket as candidate 
for Vice-President, Whitelaw Reid of 
New York. 
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REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1892. 

The representatives of the Republi- 
cans of the United States* assembled 
in general opnvention on the shores of 
the Mississippi river, the everlasting 
bond of an indestructible Republic 
whose most glorious chapter of history 
is the record of the Republican party, 
congratulating their countrymen on 
the majestic march of the nation under 
the banners inscribed with the prin- 
ciples of our platform of 1888, vindi- 
cated by victory at the polls and pros- 
perity in our fields, workshops and 
mines, make the following declaration 
of principles: 

We reaffirm the American doctrine 
of protection. We call attention to 
its growth abroad. We maintain that 
the prosperous condition of our coun- 
try is largely due to the wise revenue 
legislation of the Republican Con- 
gress. We believe that all articles 
which cannot be produced in the Uni- 
ted States, except luxuries, should be 
admitted free of duty; and that on all 
imports coming into competition with 
the products of American labor there 
should be duties levied equal to the 
difference between wages abroad and 
at home. We assert that the prices of 
manufactured articles of general con- 
sumption have been reduced under the 
operation of the tariff act of 1890. We 
denounce the efforts of the Democratic 
majority of the House to destroy our 
tariff laws by piecemeal, as manifested 
by their attacks on wool, lead and 
lead ore, and we ask the people for 
their judgment thereon. 

We point to the success of the Re- 
publican policy of reciprocity under 
which our export trade has vastly in- 
creased and new and enlarged markets 
have been opened for the products of 
our farms and workshops. We re- 
mind the people of the bitter opposi- 
tion of the Democratic party to this 
practical business measure, and claim 
that, executed by a Republican admin- 
istration, our present laws will event- 
ually give us control of the trade of the 
world. 



The American people from tradition 
and interest favor bimetallism, and 
the Republican party demands the 
use of both gold and silver as standard 
money, such restrictions to be de- 
termined by contemplation of values 
of the two metals^ so that the pur- 
chasing and debt paying power of the 
dollar, whether of silver, gold or paper, 
shall be equal at all times. 

The interests of the producers of the 
country, its farmers and its work- 
ingmen, demand that every dollar — 
paper or gold — Issued by the Govern- 
ment, shall be as good as any other. 
We commend the wise and patriotic 
steps already taken by our Govern- 
ment to secure an international parity 
of value between gold and silver for 
use as money throughout the world. 

We demand that every citizen of the 
United States shall be aJliowed to 
cast one free and unrestricted ballot 
in all public elections, and that such 
ballot shall be counted and returned as 
cast; that such laws shall be enacted 
and enforced as will secure to every 
citizen, be he rich or poor, native or 
foreign born, white or black, this sov- 
ereign right, guaranteed by the Con- 
stitution, the free and honest popular 
ballot, the just and equal representa- 
tion of all the people, as well as just 
and equal protection under the laws 
as the foundation of our republican in- 
stitutions, and the party will never re- 
lax its efforts until the integrity of the 
ballot and the purity of elections 
shall be fully guaranteed and protec- 
ted in every state. 

We -denounce the continued inhu- 
man outrages perpetrated on American 
citizens for political reasons in certain 
southern States of the Union. 

We favor the extension of our for- 
eign commerce; the restoration of our 
mercantile marine by home-built ships 
and the construction of a navy for 
the protection of our national inter- 
ests and the honor of our flag; the 
maintenance of the most friendly re- 
lations with all foreign power9, en- 
tangling alliances with none, and the 
protection of the rights of our fish- 
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ermen. We reafBrm our ^approval of 
the Monroe Doctrine and believe in the 
achievement of the manifest destiny 
of the Republic in its broadest sense. 
We favor the enactment of more strin- 
gent laws and regulations for the 
restriction of criminal, pauper and 
. contract immigration. 

We favor efficient legislation by 
Congress to protect the life and limbs 
of employes of railroad companies en- 
gaged in carrying inter-state com- 
merce, and recommend legislation by 
the respective States that will pro- 
\ tect employes engaged in inter-state/ 
\ commerce, in mining and in manufac- 
turing. 

The Republican party has' always 
been the champion of the oppressed, 
and recognizes the dignity of man- 
hood, irrespective of faith, color or na- 
tionality. It sympathizes with the 
cause of home rule in Ireland, and pro- 
tests against the persecution of the 
Jews in Russia. The uitimate reliance 
of free, popular government is the in- 
telligence of the people and the main- 
tenance of freedom among men. 

We declare anew our devotion to 
liberty of thought and conscience, of 
speech and of the press, and approve 
• all' agencies and instrumentalities 
which contribute to the education of 
the children of the land; but while 
insisting upon the fullest measure 
of religious liberty, we are opposed to 
any union of church and state. 

We reaffirm our opposition declared 
in the Republican platform of 1888, 
to all combinations of capital organ- 
ized to control arbitrarily the condi- 
tion of trade among our citizens. We 
heartily indorse the action taken on 
this issue and ask for such further 
legislation as majjr be reauired to 
remedy any defects in existing laws 
and to render their enforcement more 
complete and eilective. 

We approve of the policy of extend- 
ihg towns and rural comunities, the 
advantages of the free delivery serv- 
ice now enjoyed by the large cities 
of the country, and reaffirm the dec- 
laration contained in the Republican 
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platform of 1888, pledging the reduc- 
tion of letter postage to one cent at 
the earliest possible moment. 

We commend the spirit and evidence 
of reform in the civil service and the 
wise and consistent enforcement by the 
Republican party of the laws relating 
to the same. 

The construction of the Nicaragua 
canal is of the highest importance to 
the American people, both as a meas- 
|ire of national defense and to build 
p and maintain American commerce, 
'and it should be controlled ^by the 
United States Government. 

We favor the admission of the re- 
maining Territories at the earliest 
possible moment, having due regard 
to the interests of the people of the 
Territories and for the United States, 
All the federal office-holders appointed 
in the Territories should be selected 
from the residents thereof, and the 
right of self-government should be ac- 
corded as far as possible. 

We favor the cession, subject to the 
homestead laws, of the arid public 
lands to the States and Territories iE 
which they lie, under such Congres- 
sional restrictions as to disposition 
reclamation and occupancy by settlers 
as will secure the maximum benefits 
for the people. 

The World's Columbian ExpositioE 
is a great national undertaking and 
Congress should promptly enact such 
reasonable legislation in aid thereoi 
as will insure a discharge of the ex- 
penses and obligations incident there- 
to, and the attainment of results com- 
mensurate with the dignity and prog- 
ress of the nation. 

We sympathize with all wise anc 
legitimate efforts to lessen and pre- 
vent the evils of intemperance anc 
promote morality. 

Ever mindful of the services and sac- 
rifices of the men who saved the life 
of the nation, we pledge anew to the 
veteran soldiers of the republic s 
watchful care and recognition of theii 
just claims upon a grateful people. 

We commend the able, patriotic, 
and thoroughly American administra- 
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tion of President Harrison. Under it 
the country has enjoyed remarkable 
prosperity and the dignity and honor 
of the nation, at home and abroad, 
have been faithfully maintained, and 
we offer the record of pledges kept as 
a guarantee of faithful performance 
in the future. 



The Democratic convention met at 
Chicago, June 21, 1892, and nominated 
Grover Cleveland of New York for 
President, and Adlai Stevenson of Illi- 
nois for Vice-President. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1892. 

1. The representatives of the Demo- 
cratic party of the United States in na- 
tional convention assembled, do reaf- 
firm their allegiance to the principles 
of the party, as formulated by Jeffer- 
son and exemplified by the long and il- 
lustrious line of his successors in Dem- 
ocratic leadership from Madison to 
Cleveland; we believe the public wel- 
fare demands that these principles be 
applied to the conduct of the Federal 
Government through the accession to 
power of the party that advocates 
them; and we solemnly declare that 
the need of a return to these funda- 
mental principles of a free popular 
government, based on home rule and 
individual liberty was never more urg- 
ent than now when the tendency to 
centralize all power at the Federal 
Capital has become a menace to the 
reserved rights of the States that 
strikes at the very roots of our Govern- 
ment under the Constitution as framed 
by the fathers of the republic. 

2. We warn the people of our com- 
mon country, zealous for the preserva- 
tion of their free institutions, that the 
policy of Federal control of elections 
to which the Republican party has 
committed itself is fraught with the 
greatest dangers, scarcely less moment- 
ous than would result from a revo- 
lution practically establishing mon- 
archy on the ruins of the republic. It 
strikes at the north as well as the 
south, and injures the colored citizens 



even more than the white. It means 
a horde of deputy marshals at every 
polling place armed, with Federal 
power, returning boards appointed and 
controlled by Federal authority, the 
outrage of the electoral rights of the 
people in the several States, the suo- 
jugation of the colored people to the 
control of the party in power and the 
reviving of race antagonisms now 
happily abated, of the utmost peril 
to the safety and happiness of all; a 
measfire deliberately and justly de- 
scribed by a leading Republican Sen- 
ator as "the most Infamous bill that 
ever crossed the threshold of the Sen- 
ate." Such a policy, if sanctioned 
by law, would mean the dominance 
of a self-perpetuating oligarchy of 
office-holders, and the party first in- 
trusted with its machinery could be 
dislodged from power only by an ap- 
peal to the reserved rights of the peo- 
ple to resist oppression, which is in- 
herent in all* self-governing commu- 
nities. Two years ago this revolu- 
tionary policy was emphatically con- 
demned by the people at the polls; 
but in contempt of that verdict the 
Republican parjty has definitely de- 
clared in its latest authoritative utter- 
ance that its success In the coming 
elections will mean the enactment of 
the Force bill, and the usurpation of 
despotic control over elections in all 
the States. Believing that the preser- 
vation of Republican Government in 
the United States is dependent upon 
the defeat of this policy of legalized 
force and fraud, we invite the support 
of all citizens who desire to see the 
Constitution maintained in its integ- 
rity with the laws pursuant thereto 
which have given our country a hun- 
dred years of unexampled prosperity; 
and we pledge the Democratic party, 
if it be intrusted with power, not only 
to the defeat of the Force bill, but also 
to relentless opposition to the Repub- 
lican policy of profligate expenditure 
which, in the short space of two years, 
has squandered an enormous surplus, 
and emptied an overflowing treasury, 
after piling new burdens of taxation 
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upon the already overtaxed labor of 
the country. * 

3. We denounce the Republican pro- 
tection as a fraud, a robbery of the 
great majority of the American people 
for the benefit of the few. We declare 
it to be a fundamental principle of 
the Democratic party that the Fed- 
eral Government has no Constitutional 
power to impose and collect tariff du- 
ties, except for the purposes of revenue 
only, and we demand that the collec- 
tion of such taxes shall be limited to 
the necessities of the government 
when honestly and economically ad- 
ministered. 

We denounce the McKinley tariff 
law enacted by the Fifty-first Congress 
as the culminating atrocity of class 
legislation; we endorse the efforts 
made by the democrats of the present 
Congress to modify its most oppressive 
features in the direction of free raw 
materials and cheaper manufactured 
goods that enter into general con- 
sumption, and we promise its repeal 
as one of the beneficent results that 
will follow the action of the people 
in intrusting power to the Democratic 
party. Since the McKHnley tariff went 
into operation there have been ten 
reductions of the wages of laboring 
men to one increase. We deny that 
there has been any increase of pros- 
perity to the country since that tariff 
went into operation, and we point to 
the dullness and distress, the wages, 
reductions and strikes in the iron trade 
as the best possible evidence that no 
such prosperity has resulted from the 
McKinley act. 

We call the attention of thoughtful 
Americans to the fact that after thirty 
years of restrictive taxes against the 
importation of foreign wealth in. ex- 
change for our agricultural surplus, the 
homes and farms of the country have 
become burdened with a real estate 
mortgage debt of over $2,500,000,000, 
exclusive of all other forms of indebt- 
edness; that in one of the chief agri- 
cultural States of the west there ap- 
pears a real estate mortgage debt av- 
eraging $i65 per capita of the total 



population, and that similar condi- 
tions and tendencies are shown to ex- 
ist in the other agricultural exporting 
States. We denounce a policy which 
fosters no industry so much as it does 
that of the sheriff. 

4. Trade interchange on the basis 
of reciprocal advantage* to the coun- 
tries participating is a time-honored 
doctrine of the Democratic faith, but 
we denounce the sham reciprocity 
which juggles with the people's de- 
sires for enlarged foreign markets and 
freer exchanges by pretending to es- 
tablish closer trade relations for a 
country whose articles of export are 
almost exclusively agricultural prod- 
ucts with other countries that are 
also agricultural, while erecting a cus- 
tom house barrier of prohibitive tariff 
taxes against the richest countries of 
the world that stand ready to take 
our entire surplus of products, and to 
exchange therefor commodities which 
are necessaries and comforts of life 
among our own people. 

5. We recognize in the trusts and 
combinations, which are designed to 
enable capital to secure more than its 
just share of the joint product of capi- 
tal and labor, % natural consequence 
of the prohibitive taxes which prevent 
the free competition which is the life 
of honest trade, but we also believe 
their worst evils can be abated by 
law, and we demand the rigid enforce- 
ment of the laws made to prevent and 
control them, together with such fur- 
ther legislation in restraint of their 
abuses as experience may show to be 
necessary. 

6. The Republican party while pro- 
fessing a policy of reserving the pub- 
lic lands for small holding by actual 
settlers, has • given away the people's 
heritage till now a few railroads and 
non-resident aliens, individual and 
corporate, possess a larger area than 
that of all our farms between the two 
seas. The last Democratic adminis- 
tration reversed the improvident and 
unwise policy of the Republican party 
touching the public domain, and re- 
claimed from corporations and syndi- 
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cates, alien and domestic, and restored 
to the people nearly 100,000,000 acres 
of valuable land, to be sacredly held 
as homesteads for our citizens, and we 
pledge ourselves to continue this policy 
until every acre of land so unlawfully 
held shall be reclaimed and restored 
to the people. 

7. We denounce the Republican 
legislation known as the Sherman act 
of 1890 as a cowardly maleshift, 
fraught with possibilities of danger in 
the future which should make all of 
its supporters, as well as its author, 
anxious for its speedy repeal. We 
hold to the use of both gold and silver 
as the standard money of the country, 
and to the coinage of both gold and 
silver without discrimination against 
either metal or charge for mintage, 
but the dollar unit of coinage of both 
metals must be of equal intrinsic and 
exchangeable value or be adjusted 
through international agreement, or by 
such safeguards of legislation as shall 
insure the maintenance of the parity 
of the two metals, and the equal power 
of every dollar at all times in the mar- 
kets and in the payments of debts; and 
we demand that all paper currency 
shall be kept at par with and redeem- 
able in such coin. We insist upon this 
policy as especially necessary for the 
protection of the farmers and labor- 
ing classes, the first and most defense- 
less victims of unstable money and a 
fluctuating currency. 

8. We recommend that the prohibi- 
tory 10 per cent tax on State bank 
issues be repealed. 

9. Public office is a public trust. We 
reaffirm the declaration of the Demo- 
cratic national convention of 1876 for 
the reform of the civil service, and we 
call for the honest enforcement of all 
laws regulating the same. The nomi- 
nation of a President, as in the recent 
Republican convention, by delegations 
composed largely of his appointees, 
holding office at his pleasure, is a scan- 
dalous satire upon free popular insti- 
tutions, and a startling illustration of 
the methods by which a President may 
gratify his ambition. We denounce 



a policy under which Federal office- 
holders usurp control of party conven- 
tions in the States, and we pledge 
the Democratic party to the reform of 
these and all other abuses which 
threaten individual liberty and local 
self-government. 

ip. The Democratic party is the 
only party that has eter given the 
country a foreign policy consistent 
and vigorous, compelling respect 
abroad and inspiring confidence at 
home. While avoiding entangling al- 
liances, it has aimed to cultivate 
friendly relations with other nations, 
and especially with our American 
neighbors on the American continent 
whose destiny is closely linked with 
our own, and we view with alarm the 
tendency to a policy of irritation and 
bluster which is liable at any time 
to confront us with the alternative of 
humiliation or war. We JCavor the 
maintenance of a navy strong enough 
Jot all purposes x>t National defense 
and to properly maintain the honor 
and dignity of the country abroad. 

11. This country has always been 
the refuge of the oppressed from every 
land — exiles for conscience' sake— 
and in the spirit of the founders of ojur 
Government we condemn the oppres- 
sion practiced by the Russian Govern- 
ment upon its Lutheran and Jewish 
subjects, and • we call upon our na- 
tional Government, in the interests of 
justice and humanity by all just and 
proper means, to use its prompt and 
best efforts to bring about a cessation 
of these cruel persecutions in the do- 
minions of the Czar, and to secure to 
the oppressed equal rights. We tender 
our profound and earnest sympathy 
to those lovers of freedom who are 
struggling for home rule and the great 
cause of local self-government in Ire- 
land. 

12. We heartily approve of all legi- 
timate efforts to prevent the United 
States from being used as a dumping 
ground for the known criminals and 
professional paupers of Europe; and 
we demand the Hgitl enforcement of 
the laws against Chinese ftnmigration 
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or the importation of foreign work- 
men under contract to degrade Ameri- 
can labor and lessen its wages; but we 
condemn and denounce any and all at- 
tempts to restrict the immigration of 
the industrious and worthy of foreign 
lands. 

13. This convention hereby renews 
the expression of appreciation of the 
patriotism of the soldiers and sailors 
of the Union in the war for its preser- 
vation, and we favor just and liberal 
pensions for all disabled Union sol- 
diers, their widows and dependents; 
hut we demand that the work of the 
pension office shall be done industri- 
ously, impartially and honestly. We 
denounce the present administration 
of that office as incompetent, corrupt, 
disgraceful and dishonest. 

14. The Federal Government should 
care for and improve the Mississippi 
river and other great waterways of the 
Republic, so as to secure for the in- 
terior States easy and cheap trans- 
portation to the tidewater. When any 
waterway of the Republic is of suffi- 
cient importance to demand the aid 
of the Grovernment such aid should 
be extended for a definite plan of con- 
tinuous work until permanent im- 
provement is secured. 

15. For the purposes of national de- 
fense and the promotion of com- 
merce between the States, we recognize 
the early construction of the Nicara- 
gua Canal and its protection against 
foreign control as of great importance 
to the United States. 

16. Recognizing the World's Colum- 
bian Exposition as a national under- 
taking" of vast importance, in which 
the General Government has invited 
the co-operation of all the powers of 
the world, and appreciating the ac- 
ceptance by many of such powers of 
the Invitation extended, and the broad- 
est liberal efforts being made by them 
to contribute to the grandeur of the 
undertaking, we are of the opinion 
that Congress should make such neces- 
sary financial provisions as shall be 
requisite to th^ maintenance of the na- 
tional honor and public faith. 



17. Popular education being the 
only safe basis of popular suffrage, 
we recommend to the several States 
most liberal appropriations for the 
public schools. Free common schools 
are the nursery of good government, 
and they have always received the 
fostering care of the Democratic party, 
which favors every means of increas- 
ing intelligence. Freedom of educa- 
tion being an essential of 'civil and 
religious liberty, as well as a necessity 
for the development of intelligence, 
must not be interfered with under any 
pretext whatever. We are opposed to 
State interference with parental rights 
and rights of conscience in the educa- 
tion of children as an infringement of 
the fundamental Democratic doctrine 
that the largest individual liberty con- 
sistent with the rights of others in- 
sures the highest type of Am^ican 
citizenship and the best government. 

18. We approve the action of the 
present House of Representatives in 
passing bills for the admission into the 
Union as States of the Territories of 
New Mexico and Arizona, and we fa- 
vor the early admission of all the Ter- 
ritories having necessary population 
and resources to admit them to State- 
hood, and, while they remain Terri- 
tories, we hold that the officials ap- 
pointed to administer the government 
of any Territory, together with the 
Districts of Columbia and Alaska, 
should be bona fide residents of the 
Territory or District in which their 
duties are to be performed. The Demo- 
cratic party believes in home rule and 
the control of their own affairs by the 
people of the vicinage. 

18. We favor legislation by Con- 
gress and State legislatures to protect 
the lives and limbs of railway em- 
ployes and those of other hazardous 
transportation companies, and de- 
nounce the inactivity of the Republi- 
can party, and particularly the Repub- 
lican Senate for causing the defeat of 
measures beneficial and protective to 
this class of wage-workers. 

20. We are in favor of the enact- 
ment by the States of laws for abolish- 
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ing the notorious sweating system, for 
abolishing contract convict labor, and 
for prohibiting the employment in fac- 
tories of children under 15 years of 
age. 

21. We are opposed to all sumptu- 
ary laws as an interference with the 
individual rights of the citizen. 

22. Upon this statement of prin- 
ciples and policies, the Democratic 
party asks the intelligent judgment 
of the American people. It asks a 
change of administration and a change 
of party in order that there may be a 
change of system and a change of 
methods, thus assuring the mainte- 
nance unimpaired of institutions under 
which the Republic has grown great 
and powerful. 



The Prohibition convention at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, June 28, 1892, nomin- 
ated John Bidwell of California for 
President and J. B. Cranflll of Texas 
for Vice-President. 

PROHIBITION PLATFORM OP 1892. 

The Prohibition party, in national 
convention assembled, acknowledging 
Almighty God as the source of all true 
government and His law as the stand- 
ard to which business enactments must 
conform to secure the blessings of 
peace and prosperity, presents the fol- 
lowing declaration of principles: 

The liquor traffic is the foe to civili- 
zation, the arch-enemy of popular gov- 
ernment and a public nuisance. It is 
the citidal of the forces that corrupt 
politics, promote poverty and crime, 
degrade the nation's home life, thwart 
the will of the people, and deliver our 
country into the hands of rapacious 
class interests. All laws that under 
the guise of regulation legalize and 
protect this traffic, or make the gov- 
ernment share in its ill-gotten gains, 
are vicious in principle and powerless 
of a remedy. We declare anew for 
the entire suppression of the manufac- 
ture, sale, Importation, exportation 
and transportation of alcoholic liquors 
as a beverage by federal and State 



legislation, and the full powers of gov- 
ernment should be exerted to secure 
this result. No party that fails to 
recognize the nature of this issue in 
American politics is deserving of the 
support of the people. 

No citizen should be denied the 
right to vote on account of sex, and 
equal labor should receive equal wages 
without regard of sex. 

The money of the country should be 
issued by the General Government 
only and in sufficient quantity to meet 
the demands of business and give full 
opportunity for the employment of 
labor. To this end an increase in the 
volume of money is demanded. No in- 
dividual or corporation should be al- 
lowed to make any profit through its 
issue. It should be made a legal ten- 
der for the payment of all debts, pub- 
lic and private. Its volume should be 
fixed at a definite sum per capita and 
made to increase with population. 

Tariff should be levied only as a de- 
fense against foreign governments 
which levy tariff upon or bar our 
products from their markets, revenue 
being incidental. The residue of means 
necessary to an economical administra- 
tion of the Government should he 
raised by levying the burden on what 
the people possess instead of upon 
what we consume. 

' Railroads, telegraphs, and other pub- 
lic corporations should be controlled 
by the government in the, interest of 
the people, and no higher charges al- 
^ lowed than necessary to give fair in- 
terest on the capital actually Invested. 

Foreign immigration has become a 
burden upon industry, one of the fac- 
tors in decreasing wages and- causing 
discontent; therefore our immigration 
laws should be revised and strictly en- 
forced. The time of residence for nat- 
uralization should be extended and no 
naturalized person should be allowed 
to vote until one year after he becomes 
a citizen. No resident aliens should be 
allowed to acquire land in this country, 
and we favor the limitation of indivi- 
dual and corporate ownership of land 
— all unearned grants to railroads, 
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companies or other corporations should 
be reclaimed. Years of inaction and 
treachery on the part of the Repub- 
lican and Democratic parties have re- 
sulted in the present reign of mob law 
and we demand that every citizen be 
protected by law in their right to one 
day of i;est in seven. 

Arbitration is the wisest and most 
economical and humane method of set- 
tling national differences. 

Speculation in margins, the corner- 
ing of grain, money and products, 
and tlie formation of pools, trusts and 
' combinations for the arbitrany ad- 
! vancement of prices, should be sup- 
pressed. 

We arraign the Republican and Dem- 
ocratic parties as false to the stand- 
ards reared by their founders and 
faithless to the principles of the illus- 
trious leaders of the past, to whom 
they do homage with their lips, as 
recreant to the higher law, which is 
I as inflexible in political affairs as in 
I personal life, and as no longer em- 
bodying the aspirations of the Ameri- 
can people or inviting the confidence 
of enlightened, progressive pat>riot- 
ism. Their protest against the admis- 
sion of "moral issues" into politics is 
a confession of their own moral de- 
generacy. The declaration of an em- 
inent authority that municipal misrule 
is "the one conspicuous failure of Am- 
erican politics" follows as a natural 
consequence of such degeneracy, and is 
true alike of cities under Republican 
and Democratic control. Each ac- 
cuses the other of extravagance in 
Congressional appropriations and both 
are alike guilty. Each protests when 
out of power against infractions of the 
civil service laws, and each when in 
power violates those laws in letter and 
in spirit. Each professes fealty to the 
toiling masses, but both covertly 
truckle to the money power in the 
administration of public affairs. Even 
the tariff issue as represented in the 
Democratic Mills bill and the Repupb- 
lican McKinley bill is no longer 
treated by them as an issue between 
great and divergent principles of gov- 



ernment, but is a mere catering to 
different sectional and class interests. 

The attempt in many States to wrest 
the Australian ballot system from 
its true purpose and to so deform it 
as to render it extremely difficult for 
new parties to exercise the rights of 
suffrage is an outrage upon popular 
government. The competition of both 
these parties ror the vote of the slums 
and their assiduous courting of the 
liquor power, and subserviency to the 
money power, has resulted in placing 
those powers in the position of prac- 
tical arbiter of the destinies of the 
nation. We renew our protests against 
these personal tendencies and invite 
all citizens to join us in the upbuild- 
ing of a party that has shown in five 
national campaigns that it prefers 
temporary defeat to an abandonment 
of claims of justice, sobriety, per- 
sonal rights and the protection of 
American homes. We pledge that the 
Prohibition party, if elected to power, 
will ever grant just pensions to dis- 
abled veterans of the Union army and 
navy, their widows and orphans. 

We stand unequivocally for the Am- 
erican public school and opposed to 
any appropriation of public moneys 
for sectarian schools. We believe that 
only by united support of such com- 
mon schools taught in the English 
language can we hope to become and 
remain a homogeneous and harmoni- 
ous people. 

The People's Party convention met 
in Omaha, Neb., July 4, 1892, and nom- 
inated for President, James B. Weaver 
of Iowa, and James G. Field of Vir- 
ginia for Vice-President. 

OMAHA PLATFORM. 

Assembled upon the one hundred and 
sixteenth anniversary of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, the People's 
Party of America in their first national 
convention, invoking upon their ac- 
tions the blessing of Almighty God, 
puts forth in the name and in behalf 
the the people of the country the fol- 
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lowing preamble and declaration of 
principles: 

The conditions which surround us 
best Justify oui" co-operation; we meet 
in the midst of a nation brought to 
the verge of moral, political and mate- 
rial ruin. Corruption dominates the 
ballot-box, the legislatures, the Con- 
gress and touches even the ermine on 
the bench. The people are demoral- 
ized; most of the States have been 
compelled to isolate the voters at the 
polling places to prevent universal in- 
timidation or bribery. The newspa- 
pers are largely subsidized or muz- 
zled, public opinion silenced, business 
prostrated, our homes covered with 
mortgages, labor impoverished and the 
land concentrating in the hands of the 
capitalists. The urban workmen are 
denied the right of organization for 
self-protection; imported pauperized 
labor beats down their wages; a hire- 
ling army, unrecognized by our laws, 
is established to shoot them down, and 
they are rapidly degenerating into Eu- 
ropean conditions. The fruits of the 
toil of millions are boldly stolen to 
build up colossal fortunes for a few, 
unprecedented in the history of man- 
kind, and the possession of these in 
turn despite the Republic and en- 
danger liberty. From the same proU- 
fio womb of governmental injustice we 
breed the two great classes — tramps 
and millionaires. 

The national power to create money 
is appropriated to enrich bondholders; 
a vast public debt, payable in legal 
tender currency, has been funded into 
gold-ibearing bonds, thereby adding 
millions to the burdens of the people. 

Silver, which has been accepted as 
coin ever since the dawn of history, 
has been demonetized to add to the 
purchasing power of gold, by decreas- 
ing the value of all forms of property 
as well as human labor, and the sup- 
ply of currency is purposely abridged 
to fatten usurers, bankrupt enterprise 
and enslave Industry. A vast conspi- 
racy against mankind has been organ- 
ized on two continents, and it is rapid- 
ly taking possession of the world. If 



not met and overthrown at once it 
forebodes terrible social convulsicwis, 
the destruction of civilization, or the 
establishment of an absolute despot- 
ism. We have witnessed for more than 
a quarter of a century the struggle of 
the two great political parties for 
power and plunder, while grevious 
wrongs have been inflicted ^pon the 
suffering people. We charge that the 
controlling influences dominating both 
these parties have permitted the ex- 
isting dreadful conditions to develop 
without serious effort to prevent or 
restrain them. 

Neither do they now promise us any 
substantial reform. They have agreed 
together to ignore in the coming cam- 
paign, every issue but one. They pro- 
pose to drown the outcries of a plun- 
dered people with the uproar of a sham 
battle over the tariff, so that capital- 
ists, corporations, national banks, 
trusts, watered stock, tne demoneti- 
zation of silver, and the oppressions 
of the usurers may all t)e lost sight of. 
They propose to sacriflce our homes, 
lives and children on the altar of 
mammon, to destroy the multitude in 
order to secure corruption funds from 
the millionaires. Assembled on the an- 
niversary of the birthday of the nation 
and fllled with the spirit of the grand 
general chief, who established bur in- 
dependence, we seek to restore the gov- 
ernment of th9 Republic to the hands 
of "the plain people" with whose class 
it originated. We assert our purposes 
to be identical with the purposes of the 
national Constitution, to form a more 
perfect union and establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide 
for the commpn defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the bless- 
ings of liberty for ourselves and our 
posterity. 

We declare that this Republic can 
only endure as a free government 
while built upon the love of the whole 
people for. each other and for the na- 
tion; that it cannot be pinned together 
by bayonets, that the civil war is 
over and that every passion and re- 
sentment which grew out of it must 
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die with it, and that we must be in 
fact, as we are in name, one united 
brotherhood. Our country finds itself 
confronted by conditions for which 
there is no precedent in the history 
of the world. Our annual agricultural 
productions amount to billions of dol- 
lars in value which must in a few 
weeks or months be exchanged for 
billions of dollars of commodities con- 
sumed in their production; the exist- 
ing currency supply is wholly inade- 
quate to make this exchange. The 
results are falling prices, the forma- 
tion of combines and rings, the im- 
poverishment of the producing class. 
We pledge ourselves that if given 
power we will labor to correct these 
evils by wise and reasonable legislation 
in accordance with the terms of our 
platform. 

We believe that the powers of Gov- 
ernment — in other words, of the peo- 
ple — should be expanded (as in the 
ease of the postal service) as rapidly 
and as far as good sense of an intelli- 
gent people and the teachings of ex- 
perience shall justify, to the end that 
oppression, injustice and poverty shall 
eventually cease in the land. 

While our sympathies as a party of 
reform are naturally upon the side of 
every proposition on which will tend 
to make men Intelligent, virtuous and 
temperate, we nevertheless regard 
these questions — important as they 
are — as secondary to the great issues 
now pressing for solution, and upon 
which not only our industrial prosper- 
ity, but the very existence of free in- 
stitutiQus depend, and we ask all men 
to first help us to determine whether 
we are to have a Republic to admin- 
ister, before we differ as to the con- 
ditions upon which it -is to be admin- 
istered, believing that the forces of 
reform this day organized will never 
cease to move forward until every 
wrong is righted and equa*l rights and 
privileges established for all the men 
and women of this country; we de- 
clare therefore 



UNION OF THE PEOPLE. 

First. That the union of the labor 
forces of the United States this day 
consummated shall be permanent and 
perpetual; may its spirit enter intc> 
all hearts for the salvation of the Re- 
public and t^ie uplifting of mankind. 

Second. Wealth belongs to him who 
creates it, and every dollar taken from 
industry without an equivalent is rob- 
bery. *'If any man will not work 
neither shall he eat." The interests 
of rural and civil labor are the same; 
their enemies are identical. 

Third. We believe that the time has 
come when the railroad corporations 
will either own the people or the peo- 
ple must own the railroads, and should 
the government enter upon the work 
of owning and managing all railroads, 
we should favor an amendment to the 
Constitution by which all persons en- 
gaged in the Government service shall 
be placed under a civil service regula- 
tion of the most rigid character, so as 
to prevent the increase of the 
power of national administration 
by the use of such Government em- 
ployes. 

THE QUESTION OF FINANCE, 

We demand a national currency, 
safe, sound and flexible, issued by the 
General Government only, a full legal 
tender for all debts, public and private 
and that without the use of banking 
corporations, a just, equitable and effi- 
cient means of distribution direct to 
the people at a tax not to exceed 2 per 
cent per annum, to be provided as set 
forth in the subtreasury plan of the 
farmers' alliance, or a better system; 
also by payments in discharge of its 
obligations for public improvements. 

We demand free and unlimited 
coinage of silver and gold at the pres- 
ent legal ratio of 16 to 1. 

We demand that the amount of cir- 
culating medium be speedily increased 
to not less than $50 per capita. 

We demand a graduated income tax. 

We believe that the money of the 
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country should be kept, as much as 
possible, in the hands of the people, 
and hence we Remand that all State 
and National revenues shall be limited 
to the necessary expenses of the Gov- 
ernment, economically and honestly 
administered. 

CONTROL OF TRANSPORTATION. 

Transportation being a means of ex- 
change and a public necessity, the Gov- 
ernment should own and operate the 
railroads in the interests of the peo- 
ple. 

The telegraph and telephone, like the 
postoffice system, being a necessity for 
the transmission of news, should be 
owned and operated by the Govern- 
ment in the interest of the people. 

RECLAIMING THE LAND. 

The land, including all the natural 
sources of wealth, is the heritage of the 
people, and should not be monopolized 
for speculative purposes, ^nd alien 
ownership of land should be prohibited. 
All land now held by railroads and 
other corporations in excess of their 
actual needs and all lands now owned 
by aliens should be reclaimed by the 
Government and held for actual set- 
tlers only. 

The following resolutions were of- 
fered independent of the platform and 
were adopted as expressive of the sen- 
timent of the convention: 

Resolved, That we demand a free 
ballot and a fair count in all elec- 
tions, and pledge ourselveis to se- 
cure it to every legal voter without 
Federal intervention through the adop- 
tion by the States of the unperverted 
Australian secret ballot system. 

Resolved, That the revenue derived 
from a graduated income tax should 
be applied to the reduction of the bur- 
den of taxation now levied upon the 
domestic industries of this country. 

Resolved, That we pledge our sup- 
port to fair and liberal pensions to 
ex-union soldiers and sailors. 

Resolved, That we condemn the fal- 
lacy of protecting American labor 
under the present system, which, opens 



our ports to the pauper and criminal 
classes of the world and crowds out 
our wage-earners, and we denounce the 
present ineffective law against contract 
labor, and demand the further restric- 
tion of undesirable immigration. 

Resolved, That we cordially sympa- 
thize with the efforts of the organized 
workingmen to shorten the hours of 
labor, and demand a rigid enforcement 
of the existing eight-hour law on Gov- 
ernment work, and ask that a penalty 
clause be added to the said law. 

Resolved, That we* regard the main- 
tenance of a large standing army of 
mercenaries, known as the Pinkerton 
system, as a menace to our liberties, 
and we demand its abolition, and we 
condemn the recent invasion of the 
Territory of Wyoming by the hired as- 
sassins of plutocracy, assisted by Fed-. 
eral officers. 

Resolved, That we commend to the 
thoughtful consideration of the peo- 
ple and the reform press the legis- 
lative system known as the initiative 
and referendum. 

Resolved, That we favor a consti- 
tutional provision limiting the office of 
President and Vice-President to ont? 
term, and providing for the election of 
the Senators by a direct vote of the 
people. 

Resolved, That we oppose any sub- 
sidy or national aid to any private 
corporation for any purpose. 



The Socialistic Labor party met in 
New York August 28, 1892, and nom- 
inated Simon Wing for President and 
Charles H. Matchett for Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

SOCIALISTIC PLATFORM OF 1892. 

1. Reduction of hours of labor in 
production. 

2. The United States shall obtain 
possession of the telegraph, telephones, 
and all other means of public trans- 
portation. 

3. The municipalities to obtain the 
coal, railroads, ferries, water works, 
gas works, electric plants and all in- 
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dustries' requiring municipal fran- 
chises. 

4. The public land to be declared 
inalienable. Revocation of all land 
grants to corporations or individuals 
the conditions of which have not been 
complied wfth. 

5. The incorporation by the states 
of local trades unions which have no 
national organization. 

6. The United States to have the 
exclusive right to issue money. 

7. Congressional legislation, pro- 
viding for the scientific management of 
the waterways and prohibiting the 
waste of natural resources of the coun- 
try. 

8. Inventions to be free to all, the 
inventors to be remunerated by the 
Union. 

9. Progressive income tax and tax 
inheritance, the smaller income to be 
exempt. 

10. School education of all children 
under fourteen years of age to be com- 
pulsory, gratuitous and accessible to 
all by public assistance in meals, 
clothing, books, etc., where necessary. 

11. Repeal of pauper, tramp, con- 
spiracy and sumptuary laws; un- 
abridged right of combination. 

12. Official statistics concerning the 
condition of labor. The prohibition 
of the emploryment of children of 
school age, anii of the employment of 
female labor in occupations detri- 
mental to health or morality. Aboli- 
tion of the convict labor contract sys- 
tem. 

13. All wages to be paid in lawful 
money of the United States. Equali- 
zation of woman's wages to those of 
pien where equal service is performed. 

14. Laws for the protection of life 
and limb in all occupations, and an 
efficient employers' liability law. 

POLITICAL DEMANDS. 

1. The people to have the right 
to propose laws and to vote upon all 
measures of importance according to 
the referendum principle. 

2. Abolition of the Presidency, 
Vice-Presidency and Senate of the 



United States. An executive board to 
be established, whose members are to 
be elected; and may at any time be re- 
called by the House of Represent- 
atives, as the only legislative body. 
The states and municipalities to adopt 
corresponding amendments of the con- 
stitution and statutes. 

3. Municipal self-government. 

4. Direct vote and secret ballots in 
all elections. Universal and equal 
right of suffrage without regard to 
color, creed or sex. Election days are 
•to be legal holidays. The principle of 
minority representation to be intro- 
duced. 

5. All public officers to be subject 
to their constituencies. 

6. Civil and criminal law through- 
out the United States. Administration 
of justice free of charge. Abolition of 
capital punishment. 



RESULT OF ELECTION OF 1892. 

Cleveland and Stevenson received 
277 electoral votes, Harrison and Reid 
145, Weaver and Field 22. 

The popular vote was as follows: 

Democratic 5,556,562, Republicam 5,- 
162,874, People's party 1,055,424, Pro^ 
hibition 264,066, Socialist 21,191. 

Mr. Cleveland's cabinet was com 
posed as follows: 

Secretary of State, Walter Q. Ores- 
ham of Illinois, succeeded in 1895 by 
Richard Olney of Massachusetts; Sec- 
retary of Treasury, John G. Carlisle of 
Kentucky; Secretary of War, D. S. La- 
mont of New York; Secretary of Navy, 
H. A. Herbert of Alabama; Secretary 
of Interior, Hoke Smith of Georgia; 
succeeded on September 1st, 1896, by 
D. R. Francis of Missouri; Post- 
master General, W. S. Bissell of New 
York, succeeded by W. L. Wilson 
of West Virginia on March 1, 1895; 
Attorney General, Richard Olney of 
Massachusetts, succeeded by Judson 
Harmon of Ohio when Mr. Olney was 
promoted to Secretary of State; Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, J. S. Morton of 
Nebraska. 
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CAMPAIGN OF 1896. 

The Prohibition convention met at 
Pittsburg, May 27, 1896, and after much 
contention split and nominated two 
tickets. 

The faction which bolted the con- 
vention adopted the name National 
party. 

The Prohibition nominees were Jos- 
hua Levering of Maryland for Presi- 
dent and Hale Johnson of Illinois for 
Vice-President. 

PROHIBITION PLATFORM OF 1896. 

**We, the members of the Prohibi- 
tion party, in national convention as- 
sembled, renewing our declaration of 
allegiance to Almighty God as the 
rightful ruler of the universe, lay down 
the following as our declaration of po- 
litical purpose. 

**The Prohibition party, in national 
convention assembled, declares its 
firm conviction that the manufacture, 
exportation, importation, and sale 
of alc6holic beverages has produced 
such social, commercial, industrial, 
and political wrongs, and is now so 
threatening the perpetuity of all our 
social and political institutions, that 
the suppression of the same by a 
national party organized therefor, is 
the greatest object to be accomplished 
by the voters of our country, and is 
of such importance that it, of right, 
ought to control the political actions 
of all our patriotic citizens until such 
suppression is accomplished. 

''The urgency of this course demands 
the union without further delay of all 
citizens who desire the prohibition of 
the liquor traffic; therefore be it 

"Resolved, That we favor the legal 
prohibition by State and national leg- 
islation of the manufacture, importa- 
tion, and sale of alcoholic beverages. 
That we declare our purpose to or- 
ganize and unite all the friends of 
Prohibition into one party, and In or- 
der to accomplish this end we deem 
it of right to leave every Prohibition- 
ist the freedom of his own convictions 
upon all other political questions, and 



trust our representatives to take such 
action upon other political questions 
as the changes occasioned by Prohibi- 
tion and the welfare of the whole 
people shall demand." 



The National party nominated C. B. 
Bentley of Nebraska for President 
and J. H. Southgate of North Carolina 
for Vice-President. 

NATIONAL PARTY PLATFORM. 

The National party, recognizing God 
as the author of all just power in gov- 
ernment, presents the following dec- 
laration of principles, which it pledges 
itself to enact into effective legisla- 
tion when given the power to do so: 

1. The suppression of the manufac- 
ture and sale, importation, exportation 
and transportation of intoxicating 
liquors for beverage purposes. We ut- 
terly reject all plans for regulating or 
compromising with this traflac, 
whether such plans be called local 
option, taxation, license^ or public 
control. The sale of liquors for med- 
icinal and other legitimate uses should 
be conducted by the State, without 
profit, and with such regulations as 
will prevent fraud or evasion. 

2. No citizen should be denied the 
right to vote on account of s^x. 

3. All money should be issued by 
the general government only, and 
without the intervention of any pri- 
vate citizen, corporation or banking 
institution. It should be based upon 
the wealth, stability and integrity of 
the Nation. It should be a full legal 
tender for all debts, public and pri- 
vate, and should be of sufficient vol- 
ume to meet the demands 6f the legit- 
imate business interests of the coun- 
try. For the purpose of honestly liqui- 
dating our outstanding coin obliga- 
tions, we favor the free and unlimited 
coinage of both silver and gold, at the 
ratio of 16 to 1, without consulting any 
other nation. 

4. Land is the common heritage of 
the people and should be preserved 
from monopoly and speculation. All 
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unearned grants of land, subject to 
forfeiture, should be reclaimed by the 
government and no portion of the pub- 
lic domain should hereafter be granted 
except to actual settlers, continuous 
use being essential to tenure. 

5. Railroads, telegraphs and other 
natural njonopolies should be owned 
and operated by the government, giv- 
ing to the people the benefit of service 
at actual cost. 

6. The national constitution should'^ 
be so amended as to allow the national 
revenues to be raised by equitable ad- 
justment of taxation on the properties 
and Inconles of the people, and import 
duties should be levied as a means of 
securing equitable commercial rela- 
tions with other nations. 

7. The contract convict labor sys- 
tem, through which speculators are en- 
riched at the expense of the State, 
should be abolished. 

8. All citizens should be protected 
by law in their right to one day of 
rest in seven, without oppressing any 
who conscientiously observe any other 
than the first day of the week. 

9. The American public schools, 
taught in the English language, should 
be maintained, and no public funds 
should be appropriated for sectarian 
institutions. 

10. The . President, Vice-President 
and United States Senators should be 
elected by direct vote of the people. 

11. Ex-soldiers and sailors of the 
United States army and navy, their 
widows and minor children, should re- 
ceive liberal pensions, graded on dis- 
ability and term of service, not merely 
as a debt of gratitude, but for service 
rendered in the preservation of the 
Union. 

12. Our immigration laws should be 
so revised as to exclude paupers and 
criminals. None but citizens of the 
United States should be allowed to 
vote in any State, and naturalized citi- 
zens should not vote until one year 
after naturalization papers have been 
issued. 

13. The initiative and referendum 



and proportional representation, 
should be adopted. 

14. Having herein presented our 
principles and purposes, we invite the 
co-operation and support of all citizens 
who are with us substantially agreed. 

The Republican convention met in 

It. Louis, Mo., June 16, 1896, and nom- 

nated William McKinley of Ohio for 

President and Garrett A. Hobart of 

New Jersey for Vice-President. 

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OP 1896. 

The Republicans of the United 
States, assembled by their representa- 
tives in national convention, appealing 
for the popular and historical justifica- 
tion of their claims to the matchless 
achievements of thirty years of Re- 
publican rule, earnestly and confidently 
address themselves to the awakened 
intelligence, experience and conscience 
of their countrymen in the following 
declaration of facts and principles: 

For the first time since the civil war 
the American people have witnessed 
the calamitous consequences of full and 
unrestricted Democratic control of the 
government. It has been a record of 
unparalleled incapacity, dishonor and 
disaster. In administrative manage- 
ment it has ruthlessly sacrificed indis- 
pensable revenue, entailed an unceas- 
ing deficit, eked out ordinary current 
expenses with borrowed money, piled 
up the public debt by $262,000,000 in 
time of peace, forced an adverse bal- 
ance of trade, kept a perpetual menace 
hanging over the redemption fund, 
pawned American credit to alien syn- 
dicates, and reversed all the measures 
and results of successful Republican 
rule. 

In the broad effect of the policy it 
has precipitated panic, blighted indus- 
try and trade with prolonged depres- 
sion, closed factories^ reduced work 
and wages, halted enterprise and crip- 
pled American production while stim- 
ulating foreign production for the 
American market. Every considera- 
tion of public safety and individual 
interest demands that the government 
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shall be rescued from the hands of 
those who have shown themselves in- 
capable to conduct it without disaster 
at home and dishonor abroad, and 
shall be restored to the party which 
for thirty years administered it with 
unequal success and prosperity, and In 
this connection we heartily indorse the 
wisdom, patriotism and the success of 
the administration of President Har- 
rison. 

ALLEGIANCE TO PROTECTION 
RENEWED. 

We renew and emphasize our alle- 
giance to the policy of protection as 
the bulwark of American industrial in- 
dependence and the foundation of 
American development and prosperity. 
This true American policy taxes for- 
eign products and encourages home in- 
dustry; it puts the burden of revenue 
on foreign goods; it secures the Amer- 
ican market for the American pro- 
ducer; it upholds the American stand- 
ard of wages for the American work- 
ingmen; it puts the factory by the 
side of the farm and makes the Amer- 
ican farmer less dependent on foreign 
demand and price; it diffuses general 
thrift and founds the strength of all 
on the strength of each. In its rea- 
sonable application it is just, fair and 

impartial, equally opposed to foreign 

control and domestic monopoly, to 
sectional discrimination and individual 
favoritism. 

We denounce the present Democratic 
tariff as sectional, injurious to the pub- 
lic credit, and destructive to business 
enterprise. We demand such an equit- 
able tarilC on foreign imports which 
come into competition with American 
products as will not only furnish ade- 
quate revenue for the necessary ex- 
penses of the government, but will pro- 
tect American labor from degradation 
to the wage level of other lands. We 
are not pledged to any particular 
schedules. The question of rates is a 
practical question, to be governed by 
the conditions of the times and of pro- 
duction. The ruling and uncompro- 
mising principle is the protection and 



development of American labor and in- 
dustry. The country demands a right 
settlement and then it wants rest. 

DECLARATION ON RECIPROCITY. 

We believe the repeal of the reci- 
procity arrangements negotiated by the 
last Republican administration was a 
national calamity, and we demand 
their renewal and extension on such 
terms as will equalize our trade with 
other nations, remove the restrictions 
which now obstruct the sale of Amer- 
ican products in the ports of other 
countries and secure enlarged markets 
for the products of our farms, forests 
and factories. 

Protection and reciprocity are twin 
measures of Republican policy and go 
hand in hand. Democratic rule has 
recklessly struck down both and both 
must be re-established. Protection for 
what we produce; free admission for 
the necessaries of life which we do not 
produce; reciprocal agreements of mu- 
tual interests which gain open mar- 
kets for us in return for our open mar- 
ket to others. Protection builds up 
domestic industry and trade and se- 
cures our own market for ourselves; 
reciprocity builds up foreign trade and 
finds an outlet for our surplus. 

We condemn the present administra- 
tion for not keeping faith with the su- 
gar producers of this country. The 
Republican party favors such protec- 
tion as will lead to the production on 
American soil of all the sugar which 
the American people use, and for 
which they pay other countries more 
than $100,000,000 annually. 

To all our products — to those of the 
mine and the field as well as to those 
of the shop and the factory — to hemp, 
to wool, the product of the great in- 
dustry of sheep husbandry, as well as 
to the finished woolens of the mills^ 
we promise the most ample protection. 

We favor restoring the early Ameri- 
can policy of discriminating duties for 
the upbuilding of our merchant marine 
and the protection of our shipping in 
the foreign carrying trade, so that 
American ships — the product of Amer- 
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ican labor, employed in American 
shipyards, sailing under the stars and 
stripes, and manned, officered and 
owned by Americans — may regain the 
carrying of our foreign commerce. 

The Republican party is unreserved- 
ly for sound money. It caused the en- 
actment of the law providing for the 
resumption of specie payments in 
1879; since then every dollar has been 
as good as gold. 

AGAINST FREE_COINAGE. 

We are unalterably opposed to every 
measure calculated to debase our cur- 
rency or impair the credit of our coun- 
try. We are therefore opposed to the 
free coinage of silver except by inter- 
national agreement with the leading 
commercial nations of the world, 
which we pledge ourselves to promote, 
and until such agreement can be ob- 
tained the existing gold standard must 
be preserved. All our silver and paper 
currency must be maintained at a par- 
ity with gold, and we favor all meas- 
ures designed to maintain inviolably 
the obligations of the United States 
and all our money, whether coin or 
paper, at the present standard — the 
standard of the most enlightened na- 
tions of the earth. 

The veterans of the Union army de- 
serve and should receive fair treatment 
and generous recognition. Whenever 
practicable they should be given the 
preference in the matter of employ- 
ment, and they are entitled to the en- 
actment of such laws as are best cal- 
culated to secure the fulfillment of the 
pledges made to them in the dark days 
of the country's peril. We denounce 
the practice in the pension bureau, so 
recklessly and unjustly carried on by 
the present administration, of reducing 
pensions and arbitrarily dropping 
names from the rolls as deserving the 
severest condemnation of the Ameri- 
can people. 

Our foreign policy should be at all 
times firm, vigorous and dignified, and 
all our interests in the western hemi- 
sphere carefully watched and guarded. 
Tb^ Hawaiian islands should be con- 



trolled by the United States, and no 
foreign power should be permitted to 
interfere with them; the Nicaraguan 
canal should be built, owned and oper- 
ated by the United States; and by the 
purchase of the Danish islands we 
should secure a proper and much need- 
ed naval station in the West Indies. 

ARMENIAN MASSACRES AND 
CUBA. 

The massacres in Armenia have 
aroused the deep sympathy and just 
indignation of the American people, 
and we believe that the United States 
should exercise all the influence it can 
properly exert to bring these atrocities 
to an end. In Turkey, American resi- 
dents have been exposed to the grav- 
est dangers and American property de- 
stroyed. ^There and everywhere Amer- 
ican citizens and American property 
must be absolutely protected at all 
hazards and at any cost. 

We reassert the Monroe doctrine in 
its full extent, and we reaffirm the 
right of the United States to give the 
doctrine effect by responding to the 
appeals of any American state for 
friendly intervention in case of Euro- 
pean encroachment. We have not in- 
terfered and shall not interfere with 
the existing possessions of any Euro- 
pean powers in this hemisphere, but 
those possessions must not, on any 
pretext, be extended. We hopefully 
look forward to the eventual with- 
drawal of the European powers from 
this hemisphere, and to the ultimate 
union of all the English-speaking part 
of the continent by the free consent of 
its inhabitants. 

From the hour of achieving their in- 
dependence the people of the United 
States have regarded with sympathy 
the struggles of other. American peo- 
ples to free themselves from European 
domination. We watch with deep and 
abiding interest the heroic battle of 
the Cuban patriots against cruelty and 
oppression, and our best hopes go out 
for the full success of their determined 
contest for liberty. The government 
of Spain, having lost control of Cuba, 
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and being unable to protect the prop- 
erty or lives of resident American cit- 
izens, or to comply with the treaty ob- 
ligations, we believe that the govern- 
ment of the United States should ac- 
tively use its influence and good of- 
fices to restore peace and give inde- 
pendence to the island. 

The peace and security of the Re- 
public and the maintenance of its 
rightful influence among the . nations 
of the earth, demand a naval power 
commensurate with its position and 
respectability. We therefore favor the 
continued enlargement of the navy and 
a complete system of harbor and sea- 
coast defenses. 

FOREIGN IMMIGRATION. 

For the protection of the quality of 
our American citizenship and the 
wages of our workingmen against the 
fatal competition of low priced labor, 
we demand that the immigration laws 
be thoroughly enforced and so extend- 
ed as to exclude from entrance to the 
United States those who can neither 
read nor write. 

The civil service law was placed on 
the statute book by the Republican 
party, which has always sustained it, 
and we renew and repeat our declara- 
tions that it shall be thoroughly and 
honestly enforced and extended wher- 
ever practicable. 

We demand that every citizen of the 
United States shall be allpwed to cast 
one free and unrestricted ballot and 
that such ballot shall be counted and 
returned as cast. 

We proclaim our unqualifled condem- 
nation of the uncivilized and barbarous 
practice, well known as lynching or 
killing of human beings, suspected or 
charged with crime without process of 
law. 

We favor the creation of a national 
board of arbitration to settle and ad- 
just differences which may arise be- 
tween employers and employed en- 
gaged in interstate commerce. 

We believe in an immediate return 
to the free homestead policy of the 
Republican party; and urge the pass- 



age by congress of the satisfactory 
free homestead measure which has al- 
ready passed the House and is now 
pending in the Senate. 

We favor the admission of the re- 
maining territories at the earliest 
practicable date, having due regard to 
the Interests of the people of the ter- 
ritories and of the United States. All 
the federal ofiicers appointed for the 
territories should be elected from bona 
fide residents thereof, and the right of 
self-government should be accorded 
as far as practicable. 

We believe the citizens of Alaska 
should have representation in the con- 
gress of the United States, to the end 
that needful legisl'ation may be intel- 
ligently enacted. 

TEMPERANCE AND WOMAN'S 
RIGHTS. 

We sympathize with all wise and 
legitimate efforts to lessen and prevent 
the evils of intemperance and promote 
morality. 

The Republican party is mindful of 
the rights and interests of women. 
Protection of American industries in- 
cludes equal opportunities, equal pay 
for equal work, and protection to the 
home. We favor the admission, of 
women to wider spheres of useful- 
ness, and welcome their co-operation 
in rescuing the country from Demo- 
cratic and Populist mismanagement 
and misrule. 

Such are the principles and politics 
of the Republican party. By these 
principles we wiirabide and these pol- 
itics we will put into execution. We 
ask for them the considerate judg- 
ment of the American people. Confi- 
dent alike in the history of our great 
party and in the justice of our cause, 
we present our platform and our can- 
didates in the full assurance that the 
election will bring victory to the Re- 
publican party and prosperity to the 
people of the United States. 

The Democratic convention met in 
Chicago, 111., July 7, 1896. William 
Jennings Bryan of Nebraska was nom- 
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inated for President and Arthur Se- 
wall of Maine for Vice-President. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1896. 

We, the Democrats of the United 
States, in national convention assem- 
bled, do reaffirm our allegiance to 
those great essential principles of jus- 
tice and liberty upon which our insti- 
tutions are founded and which the 
Democratic party has advocated from 
Jefferson's time to our own — ^freedom 
of speech, freedom of the press, free- 
dom of conscience, the preservation of 
personal rights, the equality of all cit- 
izens before the law, and the faithful 
observance of constitutional limita- 
tions. 

During all these years the Demo- 
cratic party has resisted the tendency 
of selfish interests toward the centrali- 
zation of governmental power and 
steadfastly maintained the integrity of 
the dual scheme of government estab- 
lished by the founders of this repub- 
lic of republics. Under its guidance 
and teachings the great principle of 
local self-government has found its 
best expression in the maintenance of 
the rights of the states and in its' as- 
sertion of the necessity of confining 
the general government to the exercise 
of the powers granted by the constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

The constitution of the United States 
guarantees to every citizen the rights 
of civil and religious liberty. The 
Democratic party has always been the 
exponent of political liberty and re- 
ligious freedom and it renews its ob- 
ligation and reaffirms its devotion to 
these fundamental principles of the 
constitution. 

Recognizing that the money ques- 
tion is paramount to all others at this 
time, we invite attention to the fact 
that the federal constitution names sil- 
ver and gold together as the money 
metals of the United States, and that 
the first coinage law passed by Con- 
gress under the constitution made the 
silver dollar the monetary unit and 
admitted gold to free coinage at a ra- 
tio based upon the silver dollar unit. 



We declare that the act of 1873 de- 
monetizing silver without the knowl- 
edge or approval of the American peo- 
ple has resulted in the appreciation of 
gold and a corresponding fall in the 
prices of commodities produced by the 
people; a heavy increase in the bur- 
den of taxation and of all debts, pub- 
lic and private; the enrichment of the 
money-lending class at home and 
abroad; the prostration of Industry 
and impoverishment of the people. 

We are unalterably opposed to mon- 
ometallism which has locked fast the 
prosperity of an industrial people in 
the paralysis of hard times. Gold 
monometallism is a British policy, and 
its adoption has brought other nations 
into financial servitude to London. It 
is not only un-American, but it is anti- 
American, and it can be fastened on 
the United States only by the stifling 
of that spirit and love of liberty which 
proclaimed our political Independence 
in 1776 and won it in the war of the 
revolution. 

We demand the free and unlimited 
coinage of both silver and gold at the 
present legal ratio of 16 to 1 without 
waiting for the aid or consent of any 
other nation. We demand that the 
standard silver dollar shall be a full 
legal tender, equally with gold, for 
all debts, public or private, and we 
favor such legislation as will prevent 
for the future the demonetization of 
any kind of legal tender money by 
private contract. 

We are opposed to the policy and 
practice of surrendering to the hold- 
ers of the obligations of the United 
States the option reserved by law to 
the government of redeeming such ob- 
ligations in either silver coin or gold 
coin. 

We are opposed to the issuing of in- 
terest-bearing bonds of the United 
States in time of peace, and condemn 
the trafficking with banking syndi- 
cates, which, in exchange for bonds 
and at an enormouse profit to them- 
selves, supply the federal treasury with 
gold to maintain the policy of gold 
monometallism. 
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Congress alone has the power to coin 
and issue money, and President Jack- 
son declared that this power could 
not be delegated to corporations or to 
individuals. We, therefore, denounce 
the issuance of notes intended to cir-, 
culate as money by national banks as 
in derogation of the constitution, and 
we demand that all paper which is 
made a legal tender for public and pri- 
vate debts, or which is receivable for 
dues to the United States, shall be is- 
sued by the government of the United 
States, land shall be redeemable in 
coin. 

We hold that tariff duties should be 
levied for purposes of revenue, such 
duties to be so adjusted as to operate 
equally throughout the country and 
not discriminate between class or sec- 
tion, and that taxation should be lim- 
ited by the needs of the government 
honestly and economically adminis- 
tered. We denounce as disturbing to 
business the Republican threat to re- 
store the McKinley law, which has 
twice been condemned by the people in 
national elections, and which, enacted 
under the false plea of protection to 
home industry, proved a prolific breed- 
er of trusts and monopolies, enriched 
the few at the expense of the many, 
restricted trade and deprived the pro- 
ducers of the great American staples 
of access to their natural markets. 

Until the money question is settled 
we are opposed to any agitation for 
further changes in our tariff laws, ex- 
cept such as are necessary to meet 
the deficit in revenue caused by the 
adverse decision of the supreme court 
on the income tax. But for this de- 
cision by the supreme court there 
would be no deficit in the revenue un- 
der the law passed by a Democratic 
Congress in strict pursuance of the 
uniform decisions of that court for 
nearly 100 years, that court having in 
that decision sustained constitutional 
objections to its enactment which had 
previously been overruled by the ablest 
judges who have ever sat on that 
bench. We declare that it is the duty of 
Congress to use all the constitutional 



power which remains after that decis- 
ion, or which may come from its rever- 
sal by the court as it may hereafter be 
constituted, so that the burdens of 
taxation may be equally and impartial- 
ly laid, to the end that wealth may 
bear its due proportion of the expenses 
of the government. 

We hold that the most efficient way 
of protecting American labor is to pre- 
vent the importation of foreign pau- 
per labor to compete with it in the 
home market, and that the value of 
the home market to our American 
farmers and artisans Is greatly re- 
duced by a vicious monetary system 
which depresses the prices of their 
product below the cost of production 
and thus deprives them of the means 
of purchasing the products of our 
home manufactories; and as labor cre- 
ates the wealth of the country, we de- 
mand the passage of such laws as 
may be necessary to protect it in all 
its rights. 

/ We are in favor of the arbitration 
of differences between employers en- 
gaged"^ in interstate commerce and 
their employes, and recommend such 
legislation as is necessary to carry out 
this principle. 

The absorption of wealth by the few, 
the consolidation of our leading rail- 
way systems, and the formation of 
trusts and pools require a stricter con- 
trol of the federal government of 
those arteries of commerce. We de- 
mand the enlargement ot the powers 
of the interstate commerce commis- 
sion, and such restriction and guaran- 
tees in the control of railroads as will 
protect the people from robbery and 
oppression. 

We denounce the profiigate waste of 
money wrung from the people by op- 
pressive taxation and the lavish ap- 
propriations of recent Republican 
Congresses, which have kept taxes 
high while the labor that pays them 
is unemployed and the products of the 
people's toil are depressed in price till 
they no longer repay the cost of pro- 
duction. We demand a return to that 
simplicity and economy which befits 
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a Democratic government and a reduc- 
tion in the number of useless offices, 
the salaries of which drain the sub- 
stance of the people. 

We denounce arbitrary interference 
by federal authorities in local affairs 
as a violation of the constitution of 
the United States and a crime against 
free institutions, and we especially ob- 
ject to government by injunction as a 
new and highly dangerous form of op- 
pression, by which federal judges in 
contempt of the laws of the States 
and the rights of citizens become at 
once legislators, judges and execution- 
ers, and we approve the bill passed 
at the last session of the United States 
Senate, and now pending in the House 
of Representatives, relative to con- 
tempts in federal courts, and providing 
for trials by jury in certain cases of 
contempt. No discrimination should 
be indulged in by the government of 
the United States in favor of any of its 
debtors. We approve of the refusal of 
the Fifty-third Congress to pass the 
Pacific Railroad Funding bill, and de- 
nounce the efforts of the present Re- 
publican Congress to enact a similar 
measure. 

Recognizing the just claims of de- 
serving Union soldiers, we heartily in- 
dorse the rule of the present commis- 
sioner of pensions, that no names 
shall be arbitrarily dropped from the 
the pension roll; and the fact of en- 
listment and service should be deemed 
conclusive evidence against disease and 
disability before enlistment. 

We favor the admission of the terri- 
tories of New Mexico, Arizona and Ok- 
lahoma into the Union as ctates, and 
we favor the early admission of all 
the territories having the necessary 
population and resources to entitle 
them to statehood, and while they re- 
main territories we hold that the offi- 
cials appointed to administer the gov- 
ernment of any territory, together 
with the District of Columbia and 
Alaska, should be bona fide residents 
of the territory or district in which 
their duties are to be performed. ,The 
Democratic party believes in home rule 



and that all public lands of 
States should be appropriatv 
establishment of free homes fc 
ican citizens. 

We recommend that the terrii .y of 
Alaska be granted a delegate in Con- 
gress, and that the general land and 
timber laws of the United States be ex- 
tended to said territory. 

The Monroe doctrine as originally 
declared and as interpreted by suc- 
ceeding Presidents is a permanent part 
of the foreign policy of the United 
States and must at all times be main- 
tained. 

We extend our sympathy to the peo- 
ple of Cuba in their heroic struggle for 
liberty and independence. i 

We are opposed to life tenure in the 
public service except as provided in 
the constitution. We favor appoint- 
ments based upon merit, fixed terms 
of office, and such an administration 
of the civil service laws as will afford 
equal opportunities to all citizens of 
ascertained fitness. 

We declare it to be the unwritten 
law of this republic, established by 
custom and usage of 100 years, and 
sanctioned by the examples of the 
greatest and wisest of those who 
founded and maintained our govern- 
ment, that no man should be eligible 
for a third term to the presidential of- 
fice. 

The federal government should care 
for and improve the Mississippi River 
and other great waterways of the re- 
public, so as to secure for the interior 
states easy and cheap transportation 
to tide water. Whenever any water- 
way of the republic is of sufficient im- 
portance to demand aid of the gov- 
ernment such aid should be extended 
upon a definite plan of continuous 
work until a permanent improvement 
is secured. 

Confiding in the justice of our cause 
and the necessity of its success at the 
polls, we submit the foregoing declara- 
tion of principles and purposes to the 
considerate judgment of the American 
people. We invite the support of all 
citizens who approve them and who 
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desire to have them made effective 
through legislation for the relief of the 
people and the restoration of the coun- 
try's prosperity. 

Early in 1896 ' many politicians in 
each of the majority parties opposed 
the tendencies of both toward the es- 
tablishment of a "gold standard." The 
leadership of both denied any such in- 
tention and neither would avow such 
purpose in its platform. However, a 
large number of prominent men in 
both parties prepared to abandon 
their political homes unless specific 
disavowal of such purpose were de- 
clared, and a call was made for a con- 
vention of such persons as should not 
be satisfied with the positions taken by 
the leading parties in their respective 
conventions on June 16 and July 7. 
This convention was called to meet at 
St. Louis on July 22, the date and 
place set for the People's Party con- 
vention. 

About three hundred delegates as- 
sembled and indorsed the nominations 
of W. J. Bryan and Arthur Sewall, 
candidates of the Democratic party. 

SILVER PARTY PLATFORM. 

The National Silver party, in con- 
vention assembled, hereby adopts the 
•following declaration of principles: 

1. rrhe paramount issue at this time 
in the United States is undisputably 
the money question. It is between the 
gold standard, gold bonds, and bank 
currency on the one side, and the bi- 
metallic standard, no bonds, and gov- 
ernment currency on the other. 

On this issue we declare ourselves 
to be in favor of a distinctively Amer- 
ican financial system. We are unal- 
terably opposed to the single gold 
standard and demand the immediate 
return to the constitutional standard 
of gold and silver by the restoration 
by this government, independelitly of 
any foreign power, of the unrestricted 
coinage of both gold and silver Into 
standard money at the ratio of 16 to 
1, and upon terms of exact equality 
as they existed prior to 1873, the silver 



coin to be a full legal tender equally 
with gold for all debts and dues, pub- 
lic and private, and we favor such leg- 
islation as will prevent for the future 
the demonetization of any kind of 
legal tender money by private con- 
tract. 

We hold that the power to control 
and regulate a paper currency is in- 
separable from the power to coin 
money; and hence that all currency 
"intended to circulate as money should 
be issued and ita volume controlled by 
the general government only, and 
should be legal tender. 

We are unalterably opposed to the is- 
sue by the United States of interest- 
bearing bonds in time of peace, and 
we denounce as a blunder worse than 
a crime the present treasury policy, 
concurred in by a Republican House, 
of plunging the country in debt by 
hundreds of millions in the vain at- 
tempt to maintain the gold standard 
by borrowing gold; and we demand the 
payment of all coin obligations of the 
United States, as provided by existing 
laws, in either in gold or silver coin, 
at the option of the government, and 
not at the option of the creditor. 

2. That over and above all other 
questions of policy, we are in favor of 
restoring to the people of the United 
States the time-honored money of the 
constitution— gold and silver^ not one, 
but both — the money of Washington, 
and Hamilton, and Jefferson, and Mon- 
roe, and Jackson, and Lincoln, to the 
end that the American people may re- 
ceive honest pay for an honest prod- 
uct; that the American debtor may pay 
his just obligations in an honest stand- 
ard and not in a standard that has ap- 
preciated 100 per cent above all the 
great staples of our country; and to 
the end further that silver standard 
countries may be deprived of the un- 
just advantage they now enjoy in the 
difference in exchange between gold 
and silver — ^an advantage which tariff 
legislation alone cannot overcome. 

We therefore confidently appeal to 
the people of the United States to leave 
in abeyance for the moment all other 
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questions, however important and- even 
momentous they may appear, to sun- 
der, if need be, all former party ties 
and affiliations and unite in one su- 
preme eftort to free themselves and 
their children from the domination of 
the money power — a power more de- 
structive than any which has ever been 
fastened upon the civilized men of any 
race or in any age. And upon the con- 
summation of our desires and efforts 
we invoke the gracious favor of di- 
vine providence. 

The Pepple's Party convention met 
in St. Louis, Mo., on July 22, 1896, and 
placed the Democratic candidate, Wil- 
liam J. Bryan, in nomination for 
President, after having nominated 
Thomas E. Watson of Georgia for 
Vice-President. 

PEOPLE'S. PARTY PLATFORM OP 
1896. 

The People's Party, assembled in 
national convention, reaffirms its alle- 
giance to the principles declared by the 
founders of the Republic, and also to 
the fundamental principles of just gov- 
ernment as enunciated in the platform 
of the party in 1892. We recognize that 
through the connivance of the present 
and preceding administrations, the 
country has reached a crisis in its na- 
tional life as predicted in our declara- 
tion four years ago, and that prompt 
and patriotic action is the supreme 
duty of the hour. We realize that while', 
we have political independence- our! 
financial and industrial independence* 
is yet to be attained by restoring to 
our country the constitutional control 
and exercise of the functions necessary . 
to a people's government, which func- 
tions have been basely surrendered by 
our public servants to corporate mo- 
nopolies. 

The influence of European money 
changers has been more potent in 
shaping legislation than the voice of 
the American people. Executive pow- 
^r and patronage have been used to 
corrupt our legislatures and defeat the 
^111 of the people, and plutocracy has 



thereby been enthroned upon the ruins 
of Democracy. To restore the Govern- 
ment intended by the fathers and for 
the welfare and prosperity of this and 
future generations, we demand the 
establishment of an economic and fi- 
nancial system which shall make us 
masters of our own affairs and inde- 
pendent of European control by the 
adoption of the following declaration 
of principles: 

FINANCE. 

First — We demand a national money, 
safe and sound, issued by the general 
government only, without the inter- 
vention of banks of issue, to be a full 
legal tender for all debts, public and 
private; also a just, equitable and effi- 
cient means of distribution direct to 
the people and through the lawful dis- 
bursements of the Government. 

Second — We demand the free and 
unrestricted coinage of silver and gold 
at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1, 
without waiting for the consent of for- 
eign nations. 

Third — We demand that the volume 
of circulating medium be speedily in- 
creased to an amount sufficient to meet 
the demands of the business and pop- 
ulation of this country and to restore 
the just level of prices of labor and 
production. 

Fourth — ^We denounce the sale of 
bonds and the increase of the public 
interest-bearing debt made by the 
present administration as unnecessary 
and without authority of law, and de- 
mand that no more bonds be issued 
except by specific act of Congress. 

Fifth — ^We demand such legislation 
as will prevent the demonetization of 
the lawful money of the United States 
by private contract. 

Sixth — ^We demand that the Govern- 
ment, in payment of its obligations, 
shall use its option as to the kind of 
lawful money in which they are to be 
paid, and we denounce the present and 
preceding administrations for surren- 
dering this option to the holders of 
Government obligations. 

Seventh — ^We demand a graduated 



146 



THE PLATFORM TEXT BOOK. 



income tax to the end that aggregated 
wealth shall bear its just proportion 
of taxation, and we regard the recent 
decision of the Supreme Court relative 
to the income tax law as a misinter- 
pretation of the Constitution and an 
invasion of the rightful powers of Con- 
gress over the subject of taxation. 

Eighth — We demand that postal sav- 
ings banks be established by the Gov- 
ernment for the safe deposit of the 
savings of the people ahd to facilitate 
exchange. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

First — Transportation, being a 
means of exchange and a public neces- 
sity, the Government should own and 
operate the railroads in the interest 
of the people and on a non-partisan 
basis; to the end that all may be ac- 
corded the same treatment in trans- 
portation and that the tyranny and 
political power now exercised by the 
great railroad corporations, which re- 
sult in the impairment, if not the de- 
struction of the political rights and 
personal liberties of the citizen, may 
be destroyed. Such ownership is to 
be accomplished gradually in a man- 
ner consistent with sound public pol- 
icy. 

Second — The interest of the United 
States in the public highways built 
with public moneys and the proceeds 
of extensive grants of land to the Pa- 
cific Railroads should never be alien- 
ated, mortgaged or sold, but guarded 
and protected for the general welfare, 
as provided by the laws organizing 
such railroads. The foreclosure of 
existing liens, of the United States 
on these roads should at once follow 
default in the payment thereof by the 
debtor companies; and at the foreclos- 
ure sales of said roads the Government 
shall purchase the same if it becomes 
necessary to protect its interests there- 
in, or if they can be purchased at a 
reasonable price; and the Government 
shall operate said railroads as public 
highways for the benefit of the whole 
people, and not in the interest of the 
few, under suitable provisions for the 



protection of life and property, giving 
to all transportation interests equal 
privileges and equal rates for fares and 
freights. 

Third— We denounce the present in- 
famous schemes for refunding these 
debts and demand that the laws now 
applicable thereto be executed and ad- 
ministered according to their true in- 
tent and spirit. 

Fourth — The telegraph, like the post- 
oflace system, being a necessity for the 
transmission of news, should be 
owned and operated by the Govern- 
ment in the interest of the people. 

LAND. 

First — The true policy demands that 
national and State legislation shall be 
such as will ultimately enable every 
prudent and industrious citizen to se- 
cure a home, and therefore the land 
should not be monopolized for specu- 
lative purposes. AH lands now held 
by railroads and other corporations in 
excess of their actual needs should by 
lawful means be reclaimed by the Gov- 
ernment and held for actual settlers 
only; and private land monopoly as 
well as alien ownership should be pro- 
hibited. 

Second — ^We condemn the frauds by 
which the land grants to Pacific Rail- 
road companies have, through the con- 
nivance of the Interior Department, 
robbed multitudes of actual bona fide 
settlers of their homes and miners of 
their claims, and we demand legisla- 
tion by Congress which will enforce 
the exemption of mineral land from 
such grants after as well as before 
patent. 

Third — ^We demand that bona fide 
settlers on all public lands be granjted 
free homes as provided in the national 
homestead law, and that no exception 
be made in the case of •Indian reser- 
vations when opened for settlement, 
and that all lands not now patented 
coiae under this demand. 

DIRECT LEGISLATION. 

We favor a system of direct legis- 
lation through the initiative and refer- 
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endum under proper constitutional 
safeguards. 

GENERAL PROPOSITIONS. 

First— We demand the election of 
President, Vice-President and United 
States Senators by a direct vote of the 
people. 

Second — ^We tender to the patriotic 
people of Cuba our deepest sympathy 
in their heroic struggle for political 
freedom and independence, and we be- 
lieve the time has come when the 
United States, the great Republic of 
the world, should recognize that Cuba 
is, and of right ought to be, a free and 
independent State. 

Third — ^We favor home rule in the 
Territories and the District of Colum- 
bia, and the early admission of the 
Territories as States. 

Fourth — ^All public salaries should 
be made to correspond to the price of 
labor and its products. 

Fifth — In times of great industrial 
depression idle labor should be em- 
ployed on public works as far as prac- 
ticable. 

Sixth — The arbitrary course of the 
courts in' assuming to imprison citi- 
zens for indirect contempt and ruling 
them by injunction, shopld be prevent- 
ed by proper legislation. 

Seventh — ^We favor just pensions for 
our disabled Union soldiers. 

Eighth — Believing that the elective 
franchise and untrammeled ballot are 
essential to a government of, for and 
by the people, the People's party con- 
demns the wholesale system of dis- 
franchisement adopted in some of the 
States as un-Republican and un-Dem- 
ocratic, and we declare it to be the 
duty of the several State Legislatures 
to take such action as will secure a 
full, fr^e and fair ballot, and an hon- 
est count. 

Ninth — ^While the foreging proposi- 
tions constitute the platform upon 
which our party stands, and foir the 
vindication of which its organization 
will be maintained, we recognize that 
the great and pressing issue of the 
pending campaign upon which the 



present presidential election will turn, 
is the financial question. And upon 
this great and specific issue between 
the parties we cordially invite the aid 
and co-operation of all organizations 
and citizens agreeing with us upon this 
vital question. 



On July 4, 1896, the Socialists met in 
New York and nominated Charles H. 
Matchett of New York for President 
and Matthew McGuire of New Jersey 
for Vice-President. 

SOCIALIST LABOR PLATFORM OF 

1896. 

The Socialist Labor party of the 
United States, in convention assem- 
bled, reasserts the inalienable rights 
of all men lo life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness. 

With the founders of the American 
republic we hold that the purpose of 
government is to secure every citizen 
in the enjoyment of this right; but in 
the light of our social conditions we 
hold, furthermore, that no such right 
can be exercised under a system of 
economic inequality, essentially de- 
structive of life, of liberty and of hap- 
piness. 

With the founders of this republic 
we hold that the true theory of poli- 
tics is that the machinery of govern- 
ment must be owned and controlled by 
the whole people; but in the light of 
our industrial development we hold, 
furthermore, that the true theory of 
economics is that the machinery of 
production must likewise belong to the 
people in common. 

To the obvious fact that our despotic 
system of economics is the direct op- 
posite of our democratic system of 
politics, can plainly be traced the ex- 
istence of a privileged class, the cor- 
ruption of government by that class, 
the alienation of public property, pub- 
lic franchises and public functions to 
that class, and the abject dependence 
of the mightiest of nations upon that 
class. 

Again, through the perversion of de- 
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mocracy to the ends of plutocracy, la- 
bor is robbed of the wealth which it 
alone produces, is denied the means of 
self-employment, and, by compulsory 
idleness in wage slavery, is even de- 
prived of the necessaries of life. 

Human power and natural forces are 
thus wasted, that the plutocracy may 
rule. 

Ignorance and misery, with all their 
concomitant evils, are perpetuated, 
that the people may be kept in bond- 
age. 

Science and invention are diverted 
from their humane purposes to the en- 
slavement of women and children. 

Against such a system the Socialist 
Labor party once more enters its pro- 
test. Once more it reiterates its fun- 
damental declaration that private 
property is the natural sources of pro- 
duction and in the instruments of la- 
bor is the obvious cause of all eco- 
nomic servitude and political depend- 
ence. 

The time is fast coming when, in the 
natural course of social evolution, this 
system, through the destructive ac- 
tion of its failures and crises on the 
one hand, and the constructive tend- 
encies of its trusts and other capital- 
istic combinations on the other hand, 
shall have worked out its own down- 
fall. 

We, therefore, call upon the wag( 
wof kers of the United States, and upoii 
all other honest citizens, to organize' 
under the banner of the Socialist La- 
bor party into a class-conscious body, 
aware of its rights and determined to 
conquer them by taking possession of 
the public powers; so that, held to- 
gether by an indomitable spirit of soli- 
darity under the most trying condi- 
tions of the present class struggle, we 
may put a summary end to that bar- 
barous struggle by the abolition of 
classes, the restoration of the land and 
of all the means of production, trans- 
portation and distribution to the peo- 
ple as a collective body, and the sub- 
stitution of the Co-operative Common- 
wealth for the present state of planless 
production, industrial war and social 
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disorder; a commonwealth in which 
every worker shall have the free exer- 
cise and full benefit of his faculties, 
multiplied by all the modern factors 
of civilization. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

With a view to immediate improve- 
ment in the condition of labor we pre- 
sent the following demands: 

1. Reduction of the hours of labor 
in proportion to the progress of pro- 
duction. 

2. The United States shall obtain 
possession of the railroads, canals, tel- 
egraphs, telephones and all other 
means of public transportation and 
communication; the employes to oper- 
ate the same co-operatively under con- 
trol of the Federal government and to 
elect their own superior officers, but 
no employe shall be discharged for po- 
litical reasons. 

3. The municipalities shall obtain 
possession of the local railroads, fer- 
ries, water works, gas works, electric 
plants and all industries requiring 
municipal franchises; the employes to 
operate the same co-operatively under 
control of the municipal administra- 
tion and to elect their own superior 
officers, but no employes shall be dis- 
charged for political reasons. 

4. The public lands declared inalien- 
able. Revocation of all land grants to 
corporations or individuals the con- 
ditions of which have not been com- 
plied with. 

5. The United States to have the ex- 
clusive right to issue money. 

6. Congressional legislation provid- 
ing for the scientific management of 
forests and waterways, and prohibit- 
ing the waste of the natural resources 
of the country. 

7. Inventions to be free to all; the 
inventors to be remunerated by the 
nation. 

8. Progressive income tax and tax 
on inheritances; the smaller incomes 
to be exempt. 

9. School education of all children 
under fourteen years of age to be com- 
pulsory, gratuitous and accessible to 
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all by public assistance in meals, cloth- 
ing, books, etc., where necessary. 

10. Repeal of all pauper, tramp, con- 
spiracy and sumptuary laws. Una- 
bridged right of combination. 

11. Prohibition of the employment 
of children of school age and the em- 
ployment of female labor in occupa- 
tions detrimental to health or moral- 
ity. Abolition of the convict labor 
contract system. 

12. Employment of the unemployed 
by the public authorities (county, city, 
state and nation). 

13. All wages to be paid in lawful 
money of the United States. Equali- 
zation of woman's wages to those of 
men where equal service is performed. 

14. Laws for the protection of life 
and limb in all occupations, and an 
eflacient employers' liability law. 

15. The people to have the right to 
propose laws and to vote upon all 
measures of importance according to 
the referendum principle. 

16. Abolition of the veto power of 
the Executive (national, state and 
municipal), wherever it exists. 

17. Abolition of the United States 
Senate and all upper legislative cham- 
bers. 

18. Municipal self-government. 

19. Direct vote and secret ballots in 
all elections. Universal and equal 
right of suffrage without regard to 
color, creed or sex. Election days to 
be legal holidays. The principle of 
proportional representation to be in- 
troduced. 

20. All public officers to be subject 
to recall by their respective constitu- 
encies. 

21. Uniform civil and criminal law 
throughout the United States. Admin- 
istration of justice free of charge. Abo- 
lition of capital punishment. 

Following the Democratic conven- 
tion, which convened in Chicago on 
July 7, there were many expressions of 
dissatisfaction at the position assumed 
on the silver question and a conven- 
tion of democrats who were opposed to 
the platform and nominees of that 



body was called to meet at Indianapo- 
lis, Ind., Sept. 2, 1896. This conven- 
tion claimed the name "National Dem- 
ocrat" and nominated: For President, 
John McAuley Palmer of Illinois; for 
Vice-President, Simon B. Buckner of 
Kentucky. 

THE INDIANAPOLIS PLATFORM. 

This convention has assembled to 
uphold the principles upon which de- 
pend the honor and welfare of the 
American people, in order that demo- 
crats throughout the union may unite 
their patriotic efforts to avert disaster 
to their country and ruin to their 
party. The Democratic party is pledged 
to equal and exact justice to all men 
of every creed and condition; to the 
largest freedom of the individual, con- 
sistent with good government; to the 
preservation of the federal government 
in its constitutional vigor, and to the 
support of the states in all their just 
rights; to economy in public expendi- 
tures, to the maintenance of the public 
credit and sound money, and it is op- 
posed to paternalism and to all class 
legislation. The declarations of the 
Chicago convention attack individual 
freedom, the right of private contract, 
the independence of the judiciary, and 
the authority of the president to en- 
force federal laws. 

They advocate a reckless attempt to 
increase the price of silver by legisla- 
tion, to the debasement of our mone- 
tary standard, and threaten unlimited 
issues of paper money by the govern- 
ment. They abandon, for republican 
allies the democratic cause of tariff 
reform to court the favor of protec- 
tionists. In view of their fiscal heresy 
and other grave departures from dem- 
ocratic principles we cannot support 
the candidates of that convention nor 
be bound by its acts. The democratic 
party has survived many defeats, but 
could not survive a victory won in be- 
half of the doctrine and policy pro- 
claimed in its name at Chicago. The 
conditions, however, which make pos- 
sible such utterances from a national 
convention are the direct result of 
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class legislation by the republican par- 
ty. It still proclaims, as it has for 
years, the power and duty of govern- 
ment to raise and maintain prices by 
law, and it proposes no remedy for ex- 
isting evils except oppressive and un- 
just taxation. 

The national democracy here con- 
vened, therefore renews its declaration 
of faith in democratic principles, espe- 
cially as applicable to the conditions 
of the times. Taxation tariff, excise or 
direct, is rightfully' Imposed only for 
public purposes, and not for private 
gain, ^ts amount is Justly measured 
by public expenditures, which should 
be limited by scrupulous economy, the 
sum derived by the treasury from tar- 
iff and excise levy is affected by the 
state of trade and volume of consump* 
tion. The amount required by the 
treasury is determined by the appro- 
priation made by Congress. The de- 
mand of the Republican party for an 
increase in tariff taxation has its pre- 
text in the deficiency of revenue, which 
has its causes in the stagnation of 
trade and reduced consumption, due 
entirely to the loss of confidence that 
has followed the populist threat of 
free coinage and depreciation of our 
money, and the Republican practice 
of extravagant appropriations be- 
yond the needs of good government. 

We arraign and condemn the popu- 
listic conventions of Chicago and St. 
Louis for their co-operation with the 
Republican party in creating these 
conditions, which are pleaded in justi- 
fication of a heavy increase of the 
burdens of the people by a further 
resort to protection. We therefore 
denounce protection and its ally, free 
coinage of silver, as schemes for the 
personal profit of a few at the expense 
of the masses, and oppose the two 
parties which stand for these schemes 
as hostile to the people of the republic, 
whose food and shelter, comfort and 
prosperity, are attacked by higher 
taxes and depreciated money.. In fine, 
we reaffirm the historic democratic 
doctrine of tariff for revenue only. 

We demand that henceforth modern 



and liberal policies toward Ameri- 
can shipping shall take the place of 
our imitation of the restricted stat- 
utes of the eighteenth century, which 
were long ago abandoned by every 
maritime power but the United States, 
and which, to the nation's humiliation, 
have driven American capital and en- 
terprise to the use of alien flags and 
alien crews, have made the stars and 
stripes an almost unknown emblem' 
in foreign ports, and have virtually ex- 
tinguished the race of American sea- 
men. 

We oppose the pretense that discrim- 
inating duties will promote shipping, 
That scheme is an invitation to com- 
mercial warfare upon the United 
States, un-American in the light of our 
great commercial treaties, offering no 
gain whatever to American shipping, 
while greatly increasing ocean freights 
on our agricultural and manufactured 
products. 

The experience of mankind has 
shown that by reason o-f their natural 
qualities gold is the necessary money 
of the large affairs of commerce and 
business, while silver is conveniently 
adapted to minor transactions, and the 
most beneficial use of both together 
can be insured only by the adaption 
of the former as a standard of mon- 
etary measures and the maintenance 
of silver at a parity with gold by its 
limited coinage under suitable safe- 
guards of law. Thus the largest pos- 
sible enjoyment of both metals is 
gained with a value universally ac- 
cepted throughout the world, which 
constitutes the only practical bimetal- 
lic currency assuring the most stable 
standard and especially the best and 
safest money for all who earn their 
livelihood by labor or the product of 
husbandry. They cannot suffer when 
paid in the best money known to man, 
but are the peculiar and most defense- 
less victims of a debased and fluctuat- 
ing currency which offers continual 
proflts to the money changer at their 
cost. 

Realizing these truths, demonstrated 
by long public inconvenience and loss, 
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the democratic party, in the interest 
of the masses and of equal justice 
to all, practically established by the 
legislation of 1834 and 1853 the gold 
standard of monetary measurements 
and likewise entirely divorced the gov- 
ernment from banking and currency 
issue. To this long established * dem- 
ocratic policy we adhere and insist up- 
on the maintenance of the gold stand- 
ard and of the parity therewith of 
every dollar issued by the government, 
and are firmly opposed to the free and 
unlimited coinage of silver and to the 
compulsory purchase of silver bullion. 

But we denounce also the further 
maintenance of the present costly 
patchwork system of national paper 
currency as a constant source of in- 
jury and peril. We assert the necessity 
of such intelligent currency reform 
as will confine the government to its 
legitimate functions, completely sep- 
arated from the banking business, and 
afford to all sections of our country, 
a uniform, safe, and elastic bank cur- 
rency, under governmental supervi- 
sion, measured in volume by the needs 
of business. 

The fidelity, patriotism and courage 
with which President Cleveland has 
fulfilled his great public trust, the 
high character of his administration, 
its wisdom and energy in the mainte- 
nance of civil order and the enforce- 
ment of the laws, its equal regard for 
the rights of every class and every 
section, its firm and dignified conduct 
of foreign affairs, and its sturdy per- 
sistence in upholding the credit and 
honor of the nation are fully recog- 
nized by the democratic party, and 
will secure to him a place in history 
beside the fathers of the republic. 

We also commend the administra- 
tion for .the great progress made in the 
reform of the public service, and we 
indorse its effort to extend the merit 
system still further. 

We demand that no backward step 
be taken, but that the reform be sup- 
ported and advanced until the undem- 
ocratic spoils system of appointments 
shall be eradicated. 



We demand strict economy in the 
appropriations and in the administra- 
tion of the government. 

We favor arbitration for the settle- 
ment of international disputes. 

We favor a liberal policy of pen- 
sions to deserving soldiers and sailors 
of the United States. 

The Supreme Court of the United 
States was wisely established by the 
framers of our Constitution as one 
of the three co-ordinate branches of 
the government. Its independence 
and authority to interpret the law of 
the land without fear or favor must be 
maintained. We condemn all efforts 
to defame that tribunal or impair the 
confidence and respect which it has 
deservedly had. 

The democratic party ever has main- 
tained and ever will maintain the su- 
premacy of law, the independence 6t 
its judicial administration, the inviola- 
bility of contract, and the obligations 
of all good citizens to resist every il- 
legal trust, combination, and attempt 
against the just rights of property and 
the good order of society, in which are 
bound up the peace and happiness of 
our people. 

Believing these principles to be es- 
sential to the well being of the repub- 
lic we submit them to the considera- 
tion of the American people. 



RESULT OP ELECTION NOVEMBER 
3, 1896. 

After one of the most exciting cam- 
paigns in the history of the country 
the result on election day was a vic- 
tory for the Republican ticket. 

The popular vote was as follows: 
Republican (McKinley) 7,104,779, Dem- 
ocrat (Bryan) 6,502,925, Prohibition 
(Levering) 132,007, National Prohibi- 
tion (Bentley) 13,969, Socialist (Match- 
ett) 36,274, National Democrat (Pal- 
mer) 133,148. 

The electoral vote was as follows: 

For President, William McKinley re- 
ceived 271 votes and William J. Bryan 
176 votes. 
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For Vice-President, Garrett A. Ho- 
bart received 271 votes; Arthur Sewall, 
149; and Thomas E. Watson, 27. 

McKinley and Hobart received the 
electoral vote of Connecticut 6, Dela- 
ware 3, Illinois 24, Indiana 15, Iowa 13, 
Maine 6, Maryland 8, Massachusetts 
15, Michigan 14, Minnesota 9, New 
Hampshire 4, New Jersey 10, New 
York 36, North Dakota 3, Ohio 23, 
Oregon 4, Pennsylvania 32, Rhode 
Island 4, Vermont 4, West Virginia 6, 
Wisconsin 12, eight votes from Cali- 
fornia and twelve from Kentucky. 

Bryan received the electoral vote of 
Alabama 11, Arkansas 8, Colorado 4, 
Florida 4, Georgia 13, Idaho 3, Kansas 
10, Louisiana 8, Mississippi 9, Missouri 
17, Montana 3. Nebraska 8, Nevada 3, 
North Carolina 11, South Carolina 9, 
South Dakota 4, Tennessee 12, Texas 
15, Utah 3, Virginia 12, Washington 
4, Wyoming 3, one vote from Cali- 
fornia and one from Kentucky; the 
electoral vote for Sewall being the 
same as Bryan's, except that the fol- 
lowing-states gave part of the vote 
to Watson as follows: Arkansas 3, 
Louisiana 4, Missouri 4, Montana 1, 
Nebraska 4, North Carolina 5, South 
Dakota 2, Utah 1, Washington 2, Wy- 
oming 1. 



Immediately following the inaugura- 
tion of President McKinley he called 
a special session of Congress * which 
convened on March 15, 1897, and at 
once proceeded to the consideration of 
proposed radical revision of the rev- 
enue laws, making many very impor- 
tant changes in tariff schedules. 

PRESIDENT McKINLEY'S CABINET. 

Secretary of State, John Sherman of 
Ohio, succeeded by John A. Day of 
Ohio; Secretary of Treasury, Lyman 
J. Gage of Illinois; Secretary of War, 
Russel A. Alger of Michigan, succeeded 
by Elihu Root of New York? Attorney 
General, Joseph McKenna, of Cali- 
fornia; Postmaster General, James A. 
Gary of Maryland; Secretary of the 



Navy, John D. Long of Massachusetts; 
Secretary of the Interior, Cornelius N. 
Bliss of New York; Secretary of Agri- 
culture; James Wilson of Iowa. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1900. 

The People's party met in conven- 
tion at Sioux Fails, S. D., May 10, 
1900 and nominated Wm. J. Bryan of 
Nebraska for President and Chas. A. 
Towne of Minnesota for Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

PEOPLE'S PARTY PLATFORM OP 
1900. 

The Populist party of the United 
States, in convention assembled, con- 
gratulating its supporters on the wide 
extension of its principles in all di- 
rections, does hereby reaffirm its ad- 
herence to the fundamental principles 
proclaimed in its two prior platforms 
and calls upon all who desire to avert 
the subversion of free institutions by 
corporate and imperialistic power, to 
unite with it in bringing the govern- 
ment back to the ideals of Washing- 
ton, Jefferson, Jackson and Lincoln. 

It extends to its allies in the strug- 
gle for financial and economic free- 
dom, assurances of its loyalty to the 
principles whiqh animate the allied 
forces and the promise of honest and 
hearty co-operation in every effort for 
their success. 

To the people of the United States 
we offer the present platform as the 
exD-ressi'on of our unalterable con- 
victions: 

Resolved, That we denounce the act 
of March 14, 1900, as the culmina- 
tion of a long series of ^ conspiracies 
to deprive the people of their con- 
stitutional rights over the money of 
the nation and relegate to a gigantic 
money trust the control of the purse, 
and hence of the people. 

We denounce this act, first, for mak- 
ing all money obligations, domestic 
and foreign payable in gold coin, or 
its equivalent, enormously increasing 
the burdens of the debtors and en- 
riching the creditors. 
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Second, for refunding "coin bonds" 
not to mature for years, into long 
time gold bonds so as to make their 
payment improbable and our debt per- 
petual. 

Third, for taking from the treasury 
over $50,000,000 in a time of war and 
presenting it as a premium to bond- 
holders to accomplish the refunding 
of bonds not due. 

Fourth, for doubling the capital of 
bankers by returning to them the 
face value of their bonds in current 
money notes, so that they may draw 
one interest from the government and 
another from the people. 

Fifth, for allowing banks to expand 
and contract their circulation at pleas- 
ure, thus controlling prices of all prod- 
ucts. 

Sixth, for authorizing the secretary 
of the treasury to issue new gold 
bonds to an unlimited amount when- 
ever he deems it necessary to replenish 
the gold hoard, thus enabling usurers 
to secure more bonds and more bank 
currency, by drawing gold from the 
treasurer, thereby creating an "endless 
chain** for perpetually adding to a 
perpetual debt. 

Seventh, for striWng down the 
greenback in order to force the peo- 
ple to borrow $346,000,000 more from 
the banks, at an annual cost of over 
$20,000,000. 

While barring out the money of the 
constitution, this law opens the print- 
ing mints of the treasury to the free 
coinage of bank paper money, to en- 
rich the few and impoverish the many. 

We pledge anew the people's party, 
never to cease the agitation until this 
financial conspiracy is blotted from 
the statute books, the Lincoln green- 
back restored, the bonds all paid and 
all corporation money forever retired. 

We reaffirm the demand for the re- 
opening of the mints of the United 
States to the free and unlimited coin- 
age of silver and gold at the present 
legal ratio of 16 to 1, the immediate 
increase In the volume of silver coins 
and certificates thus created to be sub- 
stituted dollar for dollar for bank 



notes issued by private corporations 
under special priveleges granted by 
law of March 14, 1900, and prior na- 
tional banking laws, the remaining 
portion of the bank notes replaced 
with full legal tender government pa- 
per money and its volume so controlled 
as to maintain at all times a stable 
money market and a stable price level. 

We demand a graduated income and 
inheritance tax to the end that wealth 
shall bear its just proportion of tax- 
ation. 

We demand that postal savings 
banks be established by the govern- 
men for the safe deposit of the sav- 
ings of the people and to facilitate 
exchange. 

With Thomas Jefferson, we declare 
the land, including all natural sources 
of wealth, the alienable heritage of 
the people. The Government should 
so act as to secure homes for the peo- 
ple and prevent land monopoly. The 
original homestead policy should be 
enforced and future settlers upon the 
public domain should be entitled to 
a free homestead while all who have 
paid an acreage price to the govern- 
ment under existing laws should have 
their homestead rights restored. 

Transportation being a means of ex- 
change and a public necessity, the gov- 
ernment should own and operate the 
railroads in the interest of the people 
and on a nonpartisan basis, to the end 
that all may be accorded the same 
treatment in transportation and that 
the extortion, tyranny and political 
power now exercised by the great rail- 
road corporations, which result in the 
impairment if not the destruction of 
the political rights and personal lib- 
erties of the people, may be destroyed. 
Such ownership is to be accomplished 
in a manner consistent with the sound 
public policy. 

Trusts, the overshadowing evil of 
the age, are the result and culmination 
of the private ownership and control 
of the three great instruments of com- 
merce — money, transportation and the 
means of transmission of information, 
Which instruments of commerce are i 
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public functions and which our fore- 
fathers declared in the constitution 
should be controlled by the ' people 
through their congress for the public 
welfare. The one remedy for the 
trusts in that the ownership and con- 
trol be assumed and exercised by the 
people. 

We further demana that all tariffs 
on goods controlled by a trust should 
be abolished. 

To cope with the trust evil, the peo- 
ple must act directly without the in- 
tervention of representatives who may 
be controlled or influenced. We, there- 
fore, demand direct legislation, giv- 
ing the people the lawmaking and veto 
power under the initiative and refer- 
endum. A majority of the people can 
never be corruptly influenced. 

Applauding the valor of our army 
and navy in the Spanish war, we de- 
nounce the conduct of the administra- 
tion in changing a wkr for humanity 
into a war of conquest. The action of 
the administration in the Philippines 
is in conflict with all the precedents of* 
our national life; at war with the dec- 
laration of independence and the plain 
precepts of humanity. 

Murder and arson have been our re- 
sponse to the appeals to the people 
who asked only to establish a free gov- 
ernment in their own land. We de- 
mand a stoppage of this war of exter- 
mination by the assurance to the Fil- 
ipinos of independence and protection 
under a stable government of their 
own creation. 

The Declaration of Independence, the 
constitution and the American flag are 
one and inseparable. The island of 
Porto Rico is a part of the territory 
of the United States and by levying 
special and extraordinary customs du- 
ties on the commerce of that island, 
the administration has violated the 
constitution, abandoned the fundamen- 
tal principles of American liberty, and 
has striven to give the lie to the con- 
tention of our fathers that there should 
be no taxation without representation. 

Out of the imperialism which would 
force an undesirable dominion upon 



tihe people of the Philippines, springs 
the un-American cry for a large stand- 
ing army. Nothing In the character or 
purposes of our people justifles us in 
ignoring the plain lesson of history 
and putting our liberties in jeopardy 
by assuming the burden of militarism, 
which is crushing the people of the old 
world. We denounce the administra- 
tion for its sinister efforts to substitute 
a standing army for the citizen sol- 
diery, which is the best safeguard of 
the republic. 

We extend to the brave Boers of 
South Africa our sympathy and moral 
support in their patriotic struggle for 
the right of self-government, and we 
are unalterably opposed to any al- 
liance open or covert^ between the 
United States and any other nation 
that will tend to the destruction of hu- 
man liberty. 

And a further manifestation of im- 
perialism is to be found in the mining 
districts of Idaho. In the Couer d'Al- 
ene, soldiers have been used to over- 
awe miners striving for a greater 
measure of industrial independence. 
And we denounce the state govern- 
ment of Idaho and the federal gov- 
ernment for employing the military 
arm of the government to abridge the 
civil rights of the people and to en- 
force an infamous permit system, 
which denies to laborers their inherent 
liberty and compels them to foreswear 
their manhood and their right before 
being permitted to seek employment. 

The importation of , Japanese and 
other laborers under contract to serve 
monopolistic corporations is a noto- 
rious and flagrant violation of the im- 
migrant laws. We demand that the 
federal government shall- take cogni- 
zance of this menacing evil and re- 
press it under existing laws. 

We further pledge ourselves to strive 
for the enactment of more stringent 
laws for the exclusion of Mongolian 
and Malayan immigration. 

We indorse municipal ownership of 
public utilities and declare that the ad- 
vantages which have accrued to the 
public under that system would be 
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multiplied a hundred fold by its ex- 
tension to natural interstate monopo- 
lies. 

We denounce the practice of issuing 
injunction in the cases of disputes be- 
tween the employers and employes, 
making criminal acts by organizations 
which are not criminal when per- 
formed by individuals, and demand 
legislation to restrain the evil. 

We demand that United States sen- 
ators and all other officials, as far as 
practicable, be elected by direct vote 
of the people. 

Believing that the elective franchise 
and untrammeled ballot are essential 
to a government of, for and by the 
people, the People's party condemns 
the wholesale system of disfranchise- 
ment by coercion and intimidation 
adopted in some states, as unrepubli- 
can and^ undemocratic. And we declare 
it to be the duty of the several state 
legislatures to take such action as will 
secure a full, free and fair ballot and 
an honest count. 

We favor home rule in the Terri- 
tories and District of Columbia and the 
early admission of the Territories as 
states. 

We denounce the expensive red tape 
system, political favoritism, cruel and 
unnecessary delay and criminal eva- 
sion of the statutes in the management 
of the pension office and demand the 
simple and honest execution of the 
laws and the fulfillment by the nation 
of its pledges of service pensions to all 
its honorably discharged veterans. 



The Democratic convention met in 
Kansas City, Mo., July 4, 1900 and 
nominated Wm. J. Bryan for President 
and A. E. Stevenson of Illinois for 
Vice-President. 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM OF 1900. 

We, the representatives of the Demo- 
cratic party of the United States, as- 
sembled in national convention on 
the anniversary of the adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence, do re- 



affirm our faith in that immortal proc- 
lamation of the inalienable rights of 
man and our allegiance to the con- 
stitution framed in harmony there- 
with by the fathers of the republic. 
We hold with the United States su- 
preme court that the declaration of 
independence is the spirit of our gov- 
ernment, of which the constitution is 
the form and letter. We declare again 
that all governments instituted among 
men derive their just powers from the 
consent of the governed; that any 
government not based upon the con- 
sent of the governed is a tyranny; and 
that to impose upon any people a gov- 
ernment of force is to substitute the 
methods of imperialism for those of a 
republic. We hold that the consti- 
tution follows the flag and denounce 
the doctrine that an executive or con- 
gress deriving their existence and their 
powers from the constitution can ex- 
ercise lawful authority beyond it, or 
in violation of it. We assert that no 
nation can long endure half republic 
and half empire and we warn the Am- 
erican people that imperialism abroad 
will lead quickly and inevitably to des- 
potism at home. 

Believing in these fundamental 
principles, we denounce the Porto 
Rico law, enacted by a Republican 
congress against the protest and oppo- 
sition of the Democratic minority, as 
a bold and open violation of the na- 
tion's organic law and a flagrant 
breach of the national good faith. It 
imposes upon the people of Porto Rico 
a government without their consent 
and taxation without representation. 

It dishonors the American people by 
repudiating a solemn pledge made in 
their behalf by the commanding gen- 
eral of our army, which the Porto 
Ricans welcomed to a peaceful and un- 
resisted occupation of their land. It 
doomed to poverty and distress a peo- 
ple whose helplessness appeals with 
peculiar force to our justice and 
magnanimity. In this, the first act 
of its imperialistic program, the Re- 
publican party seeks to commit the 
United States to a colonial policy, in- 
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consistent with republican institutions 
and condemned by the supreme court 
in numerous decisions. 

We demand the prompt and honest 
fulfillment of our pledge to the Cuban 
people and the world that the United 
States has no disposition nor inten- 
tion to exercise sovereignty, jurisdic- 
tion, or control over the island of Cuba, 
except for its pacification. The war 
ended nearly two years ago, profound 
peace reigns over all the island, and 
until the administration keeps the 
government of the island from its 
people, while Republican carpet bag 
officials plunder its revenues and ex- 
ploit the colonial theory to the dis- 
grace of the American people. 

We condemn and denounce the Phil- 
ippine policy of the present adminis- 
tration. It has embroiled the repub- 
lic in an unnecessary war, sacrificed 
the lives of many of its noblest sons 
and placed the United States, previ- 
ously known and applauded throughout 
the world as the champion of free- 
dom, in the false and un-American po- 
sition of crushing with military force 
the efforts of our former allies to 
achieve liberty and self-government. 
The Filipinos cannot be citizens with- 
out endangering our civilization; they 
cannot be subjects without imperiling 
our form of government and since 
we are not willing to surrender 
our civilization or to convert 
the republic into an empire, we 
favor an immediate declaration 
of the nation's purpose to give the 
Filipinos: first, a stable form of gov- 
ernment; second, independence; and 
third, protection from outside inter- 
ference, such as has been given for 
nearly a century to the republics of 
Central and South America. 

The greedy commercialism ^ich 
dictated the Philippine policy of the 
Republican administration attempts 
to justify with the plea that it will 
pay, but even this sordid and un- 
worthy plea fails when brought to the 
test of facts. The war of **criminal 
aggression'* against the Filipinos, en- 
tailing an annual expense of many mil- 



lions, has already cost more than any 
possible profit that could accrue from 
the entire Philippine trade for years to 
come. Furthermore, when trade is ex- 
tended at the expense of liberty the 
price is always too high. 

We are not opposed to territorial 
expansion when it takes in desirable 
territory which can be erected into 
states in the union and whose people 
are willing and fit to become American 
citizens. We favor trade expansion 
by every peaceful and legitimate 
means, but we are unalterably opposed 
to the seizing or purchasing of distant 
Islands to be governed outside of the 
constitution and whose people can 
never become citizens. 

We are in favor of extending the 
republic's infiuence among the nations, 
but believe that influence should be 
extended not by force and violence, 
but through the persuasive power of a 
high and honorable exajnple. 

The importance of other questions 
now pending before the American peo- 
ple is in no wise diminished and the 
Democratic party takes no backward 
step from its position on them, but the 
burning issue of imperialism growing 
out of the Spanish war involves the 
very existence of the republic and the 
destruction of our free institutions. 
We regard it as the paramount issue of 
the campaign. 

The -declaration in the Republican 
platform adopted at the Philadelphia 
convention, held in June, 1900, that the 
Republican party "steadfastly adheres 
to the policy announced in the Mon- 
roe doctrine," is manifestly insincere 
and deceptive. This profession is con- 
tradicted by the avowed policy of 
that party in opposition to the spirit 
of the Monroe doctrine, to acquire and 
hold sovereignty over large areas of 
territory and large numbers of people 
in the eastern hemisphere. We insist 
on the strict maintenance of the Mon- 
roe doctrine in all its integrity, both 
in letter and spirit, as necessary to pre- 
vent the extension of European au- 
thority on this continent and essential 
to our supremacy in American affairs. 
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At the same time we declare that no 
American people shall ever be held 
by farce in unwilling subjection to Eu- 
ropean authority. 

We oppose militarism. It means 
con<iuest abroad and intimidation and 
oppression at home. It means the 
stron<g arm which has ever been fatal 
to free institutions. It is what millions 
of our ci'tizens have fled from in Eu- 
rope. It will impose upon our peace- 
loving people a large standing army, 
an unnecessary burden of taxation 
and a constant menace to their liber- 
ties. A small standing army and a well 
disciplined state militfa are amply suf- 
ficient in time of peace. This republic 
has no place for a vast military serv- 
ice and conscription. When the nation 
is in danger the volunteer soldier is" 
his country's best defender. The Na- 
tional Guard of the United States 
should ever be cherished in the patri- 
otic hearts of a free people. Such or- 
ganizations are ever an element of 
strength and safety. For the first time 
ip. our history, and coeval with the 
Philippine conquest, has there been 
a wholesale departure from our time- 
honored and approved system of vol- 
unteer organization. We denounce it 
as un-American, undemocratic and un- 
republican and as a subversion of the 
ancient and fixed principles of a free 
people. 

Private monopolies are indefensible 
and intolerable. They destroy compe- 
tition, control the price of all material 
and of the finished product, thus rob- 
■ bing both producer and consumer. 
They lessen the employment of labor 
and arbitrarily fix the terms and con- 
ditions thereof and deprive individual 
energy and small capital of their op- 
portunity for betterment. 

They are the most efficient means 
yet devised for appropriating the fruits 
of industry to the benefit of the few 
at the expense of the many and unless 
their insatiate greed is checked all 
wealth will be aggregated in a few 
hands with the republic destroyed. 
The dishonest paltering with the trust 
evil by the Republican party in state 



and national platforms is conclusive 
proof of the truth of the charge that 
trusts are the legitimate product of 
Republican policies; that they are fos- 
tered by Republican laws and that they 
are protected by the Republican ad- 
ministration in return for campaign 
subscriptions and political support. 

We pledge the Democratic party to 
an unceasing warfare in nation, state 
and city against private monopoly in 
every form. Existing laws against 
trusts must be enforced and more 
stringent ones must be enacted pro- 
viding for publicity as to the affairs 
of corporations engaged in interstate 
commerce and requiring all corpora- 
tions to show, before doing bu&lness 
outside of the state of their origin, 
that they have no water in their stock 
and that they have not attempted and 
are not attempting to monopolize any 
branch of business or the production 
of any articles of merchandise, and the 
whole constitutional power of congress 
over interstate commerce, the mails 
and all modes of interstate communi- 
cation shall be exercised by the en- 
actment of comprehensive laws upon 
the subject of trusts. Tariff laws 
should be amended by putting the 
products of trusts upon the free list 
to prevent monopoly under the plea 
of protection. 

The failure of the present adminis- 
tration, with an absolute control over 
all the branches of the national gov- 
ernment, to enact any legislation de- 
signed to prevent or even curtail the 
absorbing power of trusts and illegal 
combinations, or to enforce the anti- 
trust laws already on the statute 
books, proves the insincerity of the 
high sounding phrases of the Repub- 
lican platform. 

Corporations should be protected in 
all their rights and their legitimate in- 
terests should be respected, but any 
attempt by corporations to interfere 
with the public affairs of the people 
or control the sovereignty which cre- 
ates them, should be forbidden under 
such penalties as will make such at- 
tempts impossible. 
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We condemn the Dingley tariff law 
as a trust-breeding measure, skillfully 
devised to give the few favors which 
they do not deserve and to place upon 
the many burdens which they should 
not bear. 

We favor such an enlargement of the 
scope of the interstate commerce law 
as will enable the commission to pro- 
tect individuals and communities from 
discriminations and the public from 
unjust and unfair transportation rates. 

We reaffirm and indorse the princi- 
ples of the national Democratic plat- 
form adopted at Chicago in 1896, and 
we reiterate the demand of that plat- 
form for an American financial sys- 
tem made by the American people 
for themselves, which shall restore 
and maintain a bimetallic price level, 
and as part of such system the Im- 
mediate restoration of the free and 
unlimited coinage of silver and gold 
at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1 
without waiting for the aid or consent 
of any other nation. 

We denounce the currency bill en- 
acted at the last session of congress 
as a step forward in the Republican 
policy which aims to discredit the sov- 
ereign right of the national govern- 
ment to issue all money, whether 
of coin or paper, and to bestow upon 
national banks the power to issue 
and control the volume of paper money 
for their own benefit. A permanent 
national bank currency, secured by 
government bonds, must have a per- 
manent debt to rest upon, and if the 
bank currency is to increase with 
population and business, the debt must 
also increase. The Republican currency 
scheme is, therefore, a scheme for fas- 
tening upon the taxpayers a perpetual 
and growing debt for the benefit of the 
banks. We are opposed to this pri- 
vate corporation paper .circulated as 
money, but without legal tender qual- 
ities, and demand the retirement of 
the national bank notes as fast as 
government paper or silver certificates 
can be substituted for them. 

We favor an amendment to the fed- 
eral constitution providing for the 



election of United States senators by 
direct vote of the people, and we favor 
direct legislation wherever practicable. 

We are opposed to government by 
injunction; we denounce the blacklist 
and favor arbitration as a means of 
settling disputes between corporations 
and their employes. 

In the interest of American labor 
and the upbuilding of the workingman' 
as the corner stone of the prosperity 
of our country, we recommend thiit 
congress create a department of labor, 
in charge of a secretary, with a seat 
in the cabinet, believing that the ele- 
vation of the American laborer will 
bring with it increased production and 
increased prosperity to our country at 
home and to our commerce abroad. 

We are proud of the courage and 
fidelity of the American soldiers and 
sailors in all our wars; we favor lib- 
eral pensions to them and their de- 
pendents, and we reiterate the posi- 
tion taken in the Chicago platform in 
1896 that the fact of enlistment and 
service shall be deemed conclusive evi- 
dence against disease and disability 
before enlistment. 

We favor the immediate construc- 
tion, ownership and control of the 
Nicaraguan canal by the United States 
and we denounce the insincerity of the 
plank in the Republican national plat- 
form for an isthmian canal in the 
face of the failure of the Republican 
majority to pass the bill pending in 
congress. 

We condemn the Hay-Pauncefote 
treaty as a surrender of American 
rights and interests, not to be tolerated 
by the American people. 

We denounce the failure of the Re- 
publican party to carry out its pledges 
to grant statehood to the territories 
of Arizona, New Mexico and Oklahoma, 
and we promise the people of those 
territories immediate statehood and 
home rule during their condition as 
territories, and we favor home rule 
and a territorial form of government 
for Alaska and Porto Rico. 

We favor an intelligent system of 
improving the arid lands of the west. 
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storing the waters for purpose of ir- 
gation and the holding of such lands 
for actual settlers. 

We favor the continuance and strict 
enforcement of the Chinese exclusion 
law and its application to the same 
classes of all Asiatic races. 

Jefferson said: "Peace, commerce 
and honest friendship with all nations, 
entangling alliances with none." We 
approve this wholesome doctrine and 
earnestly protest against the Republi- 
can departure which has involved us 
in so-called world politics, including 
the diplomacy of Europe and the in- 
trigue and land grabbing of Asia and 
we especially condemn the ill-con- 
cealed Republican alliance with Eng- 
land, which must mean discrimination 
against other friendly nations, and 
which has already stifled the nation's 
voice while liberty is being strangled 
in Africa. 

Believing in the principles of self- 
government, and rejecting, as did our 
forefathers, the claim of monarchy, we 
view with indignation the purpose of 
England to overwhelm with force the 
South Africa republics. Speaking, as 
we believe, for the entire American 
nation, except its Republican oflSce 
holders, and for all free men every- 
where, we extend our sympathies to 
the heroic burghers in their unequal 
struggle to maintain their liberty and 
independence. 

We denounce the lavish appropria- 
tion of recent Republican congresses, 
which have kept taxes high and which 
threaten the perpetuation of the op- 
pressive war levies. We oppose the 
accumulation of a surplus to be squan- 
dered in such bare faced frauds upon 
the taxpayers as the shipping subsidy 
bill, which, under the false pretense 
of fostering American shipbuilding, 
would put unearned millions into the 
pockets of favorite contributers to the 
Republican campaign fund. We favor 
the reduction and speedy repeal of the 
war taxes and a return to the time 
honored Democratic policy of strict 
economy in govermental expendi- 
tures. 



Believing that our most cherished 
institutions are in great peril that the 
very existence of our constitutional re- 
public is at stake and that the de- 
cision now to be rendered will deter- 
mine whether or not our children are 
to enjoy those blessed privileges of 
free government which have made the 
United States great, prosperous and 
honored, we earnestly ask for the fore- 
going declaration of principles the 
hearty support of the liberty-loving 
American people, regardless of previ- 
ous party afliliations. 

The Republican party met in conven- 
tion in Philadelphia, Pa., June 19, 
1900 and nominated Wm. McKinley of 
Ohio for President and Theodore Roos- 
evelt of New York for Vice-President. 

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM OF 1900. 

The Republicans of the United 
States, through their chosen represent- 
atives met in ^uational convention, 
lookimg back upon an unsurpassed 
record of achievement and looking 
forward, into a great field of duty and 
opportunity, and appealing to the judg- 
ment of their countrymen, make these 
declarations: 

The expectation in which the Ameri- 
can people, turning from the Demo- 
cratic party, intrusted its power four 
years ago to a Republican chief magis- 
trate and a Republican Congress, has 
been met and satisfied. When the peo- 
ple then assembled at the polls, after 
a term of Democratic legislation and 
administration, business was dead, in- 
dustry paralyzed, and the national 
credit disastrously impaired. The coun- 
try's capital was hidden away and its 
labor distressed and unemployed. The 
Democrats had no other plan with 
which to improve the ruinous con- 
ditions which they had themselves pro- 
duced than to coin silver at the ratio 
of 16 to 1. The Republican party, de- 
nouncing this plan as sure to produce 
conditions even worse than those from 
which relief was sought, promised to 
restore prosperity by means of two 
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legislative measures— a protective 
tariff and a law making gold the stand- 
ard of value. 

The people by great majorities issued 
to the Republican party a commission 
to enact these laws. The commission 
has been executed, and the Repub- 
lican promise is redeemed. Prosperity 
more general and more abundant than 
we have ever known has followed 
these enactments. There is no longer 
controversy as to the value of any 
government obligations. Every Amer- 
ican dollar is a gold dollar, or its as- 
sured equivalent, and American credit 
stands higher than that of any na- 
tion. Capital is fully employed, and 
everywhere labor is profitably occu« 
pied. No single fact can more strik- 
ingly tell the story of what Repub- 
lican government means to the coun- 
try than this — that while, during the 
whole period of 107 years, from 1790 
to 1897, there was an excess of exports 
over imports of only $383,028,497, 
there has been in the short three 
years of the present Republican ad- 
ministration an excess of exports over 
imports in the enormous sum of $1,- 
483,537,094. And while the American 
people, sustained by this Republican 
legislation, have been achieving these 
splendid triumphs in their business 
and commerce, they have conducted, 
and in victory concluded, a war for 
liberty and human rights. No thought 
of national aggrandizement tarnished 
the high purpose with which the Am- 
erican standards were unfurled. It 
was a war unsought and patiently re- 
sisted, but when it came the American 
government was ready. 

Its fleets were cleared for action. Its 
armies were in the field, and the quick 
and signal triumph of its forces on 
land and sea bore equal tribute to the 
courage of American soldiers and 
sailors and to the skill and foresight 
of Republican statesmanship. To 10,- 
000,000 of the human race there was 
given "a new birth of freedom'* and 
to the American people a new and no- 
ble responsibility. 

We indorse the administration of 



William McKinley. Ita acts have been 
established in wisdom and in patriot- 
ism, and at home and abroad it has 
distinctly elevated and extended the 
influence of the American nation. 
Walking untried paths and facing un- 
foreseen responsibilities. President 
McKinley has been in every situation 
the true American patriot and the up- 
right statesman, clear in vision, strong 
in judgment, firm in action, always In- 
spiring and deserving the confidence 
of his countrymen. 

In asking the American people to in- 
dorse this Republican record, and to 
renew their commission to the Repub- 
lican party, we remind them of the 
fact that the menace to their prosper- 
ity has always resided in Democratic 
principles, and no less in the general 
incapacity of the Democratic party 
to conduct public affairs. The prime 
essential of business prosperity is pub- 
lic confidence in the good sense of the 
government and its ability to deal in- 
telligently with each new problem of 
administration and legislation. That 
confidence the Democratic party has 
never earned. It is hopelessly inade- 
quate, and the country's prosperity 
when Democratic success at the polls 
is announced halts and ceases in mere 
anticipation of Democratic blunders 
and failures. 

We renew our allegiance to the prin- 
ciple of the gold standard and de- 
clare our confidence in the wisdom of 
the legislation of the Fifty-sixth Con- 
gress, by which the parity of all our 
money and the stability of our cur- 
rency on a gold basis has been se- 
cured. We recognize that interest rates 
are a potent factor in the production 
and business activity, and for the pur- 
pose of further equalizing and of fur- 
ther lowering the rates of Interest, we 
favor such monetary legislation as will 
enable the varying needs of the sea- 
son and of all sections to be promptly 
met, in order that trade may be evenly 
sustained, labor steadily employed, and 
commerce enlarged. 

The volume of money in circulation 
was never so great per capita as It Is 
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today. We declare ouf steadfast oppo- 
sition to the free and unlimited coin- 
age of silver. No measure to that end 
could be considered which was without 
the support of the leading commercial 
countries of the world. However firm- 
ly Republican legislation may seem to 
*have secured the country against the 
peril o«f base and discredited currency, 
the election of a Democratic President 
could not fail to impair the country's 
credit and to bring once more into 
question the intention of the American 
pjeople to maintain upon -the gold 
standard the parity of their money cir- 
culation. The Democratic party must 
be convinced that the American people 
will never tolerate the Chicago plat- 
form. 

We recognize the necessity and pro- 
priety of the honest co-operation of 
capital to meet new business condi- 
tions, . and especially to extend our 
rapidly increasing foreign trade, but 
we condemn all conspiracies and com- 
binations intended to restrict business, 
to create monopolies, to limit produc- 
tion, or to control prices, and favor 
sucb legislation as will effectually re- 
strain and prevent all such abuses, 
protect and promote competition, and 
secure the rights of producers, labor- 
ers, and all wno are engaged in in- 
dustry and commerce. 

We renew our faith in the policy of 
protection to American labor. In that 
policy our industries have been estab- 
lished, diversified, and maintained. By 
protecting the home market the com- 
petition has been stimulated and pro- 
duction cheapened. Opportunity to the 
inventive genius of our people has 
been secured, and wages in every de- 
partment of labor maintained at high 
rates, higher now than ever before, 
always distinguishing our working 
people in their better conditions of life 
from those of any competing country. 
I Hhijoying the blessings of the Ameri- 
can common school, secure in the right 
of self-government, and protected in 
the occupancy of their own markets, 
their constantly increasing knowledge 
and skill have enabled them to finally 



enter the markets of the world. We 
favor the associated policy of reciproc- 
ity, so directed as to open our markets 
on favorable terms for what we do 
not ourselves produce in return for free 
foreign markets. 

In the further interest of American 
workmen, we favor a more effective re- 
striction of the immigration of cheap 
labor from foreign lands, the extension 
of opportunities of education for wor k- 
ing children, the raising of the age 
limit for child labor, the protection of 
free labor as against contract convict 
labor, and an effective system of labor 
insurance. 

Our present dependence upon foreign 
shipping for nine-tenths of our for- 
eign carrying is a great loss to the 
industry of this country. It is also a 
serious danger to our trade, for its 
sudden withdrawal in the event of Eu- 
ropean war would seriously cripple our 
expanding foreign commerce. The na- 
tional defense and naval eflaciency of 
this country, moreover, supply a com- 
pelling reason for legislation which 
will enable us to recover our former 
place among the trade-carrying fleets 
of the world. The nation owes a debt 
of profound gratitude to the soldiers 
and sailors who have fought its 
battles, and it is the government's duty 
to provide for the survivors, and for 
the widows and orphans of those who 
have fallen In the country's wars. The 
pension laws, founded in this just 
sentiment, should be liberal, and 
should be liberally administered, and 
preference should be given, wherever 
practicable with respect to employ- 
ment in the public service, to soldiers 
and sailors, and to their widows and 
orphans. We commend the policy of the 
Republican party in maintaining the 
efBciency of the civil service.* The ad- 
ministration has acted wisely in its 
efforts to secure for public service in 
Cuba, Porto Rico, Hawaii, and the 
Philippine islands only those whose 
fitness has been determined by train- 
ing and experience. We believe that 
employment in the public service in 
these territories should be confined as 
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far as practicable to their inhabitants. 

It was the plain purpose of the fif- 
teenth amendment to the constitution 
to prevent discrimination on account 
of race or color in regulating the elec- 
tive franchise. Devices of state gov- 
ernments, whether by statutory or 
constitutional enactment, to avoid the 
purpose of this amendment, are revo- 
lutionary and should be condemned. 

Public movements looking to a per- 
manent improvement of the roads and 
highways of the country meet with 
our cordial approval, and we recom- 
mend this subject to the earnest con- 
sideration of the people and of the 
Legislatui'es of the several states. 

We favor the extension of the rural 
free delivery service wherever its ex- 
tension may be justified. 

In further pursuance of the constant 
policy of the Republican party to pro- 
vide free homes on the public domain, 
we recommend adequate national legis- 
lation to reclaim the arid lands of the 
United States, reserving control of the 
distribution of water for irrigation to 
the respective states ana territories. 

We favor home rule for, and the 
early admission to statehood of, the 
territories of New Mexico, Arizona, 
and Oklahoma. 

The Dingley act, amended to pro- 
vide sufficient revenue for the conduct 
of the war, has so well performed its 
Work that it has been possible to re- 
duce the war debt in the sum of $40,- 
000,000. So ample are the govern- 
ment's revenues, and so great is the 
public confidence in the integrity of 
its obligations that its newly funded 
2 per cent, bonds sell at a premium. 
The country is now justified in expect- 
ing, and it will be the policy of the 
Republican party to bring about, a re- 
duction of the war taxes. 

We favor the construction, owner- 
ship, control, and protection of an 
isthmian canal by the government of 
the United States. New markets are 
necessary for the increasing surplus of 
our farm products. Every effort should 
be made to open and obtain new mar- 
kets, especially in the Orient, and the 



administration is warmly to be com- 
mended for its successful effort to com- 
mit all trading and colonizing nations 
to the policy of the open door in China. 
In the interest of our expanding com- 
merce, we recommend that Congress 
create a department of commerce and 
industries in the charge of a secretary . 
with a seat In the Cabinet. 

The United States consular system 
should be reorganized under the super- 
vision of this new department upon 
such a basis of appointment and tenure 
as will render it still more serviceable 
to the nation's increasing trade. 
. The American government must pro- 
tect the person and property of every 
citizen wherever they are wrongfully 
violated or placed in peril. 

We congratulate the women of 
America upon their splendid record of 
public service In the Volunteer Aid 
association, and as nurses In camp and 
hospital during the recent campaigns 
of our armies In the Eastern and W est- 
ern Indies, and we appreciate their 
faithful co-operation In all works pi 
education and Industry. 

President McKlnley has conducted 
the foreign affairs of the United States 
with distinguished credit to the Ameri- 
can people. In releasing us from the 
vexatious conditions of a European al- ' 
1 lance for the government of Samoa, 
his course Is especially to be com- 
mended. By securing to our undi- 
vided control of the most important 
island of the Samoan group, and the 
best harbor in the Southern Pacific, 
every American interest has been safe- 
guarded. We approve the annexation 
of the Hawaiian Islands to the United 
States. 

We commend the part taken by our 
government In the peace conference 
at the Hague. We assert our stead- 
fast adherence to the policy announced 
in the Monroe doctrine. The provis- 
ions of the Hague convention were 
wisely regarded when President Mc- 
Klnley tendered his friendly offices in 
the interest of peace between Great 
Britain and the South African repuir 
lie. While the American government 
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must continue the policy prescribed by- 
Washington, affirmed by every succeed- 
ing President and imposed upon us by 
the Hague treaty of non-intervention 
in EiUropean controversies, the Ameri- 
can people earnestly hope that a way 
may soon be found, honorable alike to 
Jjoth. contending parties, to terminate 
the strife between them. 

In accepting by the treaty of Paris 
the just responsibility of our victories 
in the Spanish war, the President and 
the Senate won the undoubted ap- 
proval of the American people. No 
other course was possible than to de- 
stroy Spain's sovereignty throughout 
the Western Ijidies and in the Philip- 
pine islands. 

That course created our responsibi- 
lity before the world and with the un- 
organized population whom our inter- 
vention had freed from Spain, to pro- 
vide for the maintenance of law and 
order, and for the esitabllshment of 
good goyernment and for the perform- 
ance of international obligations, our 
authority could not be less than our 
responsibility, and wherever sovereign 
rights were extended it became the 
high duty of the government to main- 
tain its authority, to put down armed 
insurrection, and to confer the bless- 
ings of liberty and civilization upon all 
the rescued peoples. The largest meas- 
ure of self-government consistent with 
their welfare and our duties shall be 
secured to them by law. To Cuba in- 
dependence and self-government were 
assured in the same voice by which 
war was declared, and to the letter this 
pledge shall be performed. 

The Republican party upon its his- 
tory and upon this declaration of its 
principles and policies confidently in- 
vokes the considerate and approving 
judgment of the American people. 

The Lincoln (or silver) Republi- 
cans met in convention* in Kansas 
City, Mo., on July 4, 1900 and nomin- 
ated Wm. J. Bryan of Nebraska for 
President and A. E. Stevenson of Illi- 
nois for Vice-President and adopted 
the following. 



SILVER REPUBLICAN PLATFORM 

We, the silver republican party, ii 
national convention assembled, de 
Clare these as our principles and In 
vite the co-operation of all who agre( 
therewith: 

We recognize that the principles se 
forth in the declaration of independ 
ence are fundamental and everlasting 
ly true in their application of govern 
ments among men. We believe tW 
patriotic words of Washington's fare 
well to be words of soberness and wis 
dom, inspired by the spirit of righ 
and truth. We treasure the words o: 
Jefferson as priceless gems of Ameri 
can statesmanship. 

We hold in sacred remembrance th( 
broad philanthrophy and patriotism ol 
Lincoln, who was the great interpre- 
ter of American history and the great 
apostle of human rights and' of indus- 
trial freedom, and we declare, as was 
declared by the convention that nomi- 
nated the great emancipator, that the 
maintenance of the principles pro- 
mulgated in the declaration of inde- 
pendence and embodied in the federal 
constitution, "that all men are cre- 
ated equal; that they are endowed bs 
their Creator with certain inalienabh 
rights; that among these are life, lib- 
erty and the pursuit of happiness; 
that to secure these rights govern- 
ments are instituted among men, de- 
riving their just powers from the con- 
sent of the governed," is essential to 
the preservation of our republican in- 
stitutions. 

We declare our adherence to the 
principle of bimetallism as the right 
basis of a monetary system under our 
national constitution, a principle that 
found place repeatedly in republican 
platforms from -the demonetization of 
silver in 1873 to the St. Louis repub- 
lican convention in 1896. 

Since that convention a republican 
congress and a republican president, 
at the dictation of the trusts and 
money power, have passed and ap- 
proved a currency hill which in itself 
is a repudiation of the doctrine of bi- 
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aetallism advocated theretofore by the 
ftresldent and every great leader of his 
karty. 

This currency law destroys the full 
aoney power of the silver dollar, pro- 
rides for the payment of all govern- 
nent obligations and the redemption 
it all forms of paper money in gold 
ilone — retires the time-honored and 
patriotic greenbacks, constituting one- 
lixth of the money in circulation, and 
lurrenders to banking corporations a 
lovereign function of issuing all paper 
aoney, thus enabling these corpora- 
ions to control the price of labor and 
iroperty by increasing or diminishing 
he volume of money in circulation, 
hus giving the banks power to create 
>anics and bring disaster upon busi- 
less enterprises. 

The provisions of this currency law 
aaking the bonded debt of the repub- 
Ic payable in gold alone changes the 
ontract between the government and 
he bondholders to the advantage of 
he latter and is in direct opposition 
o the declaration of the Matthews 
esolution passed by congress in 1878, 
or which resolution the present re- 
publican president, then a member of 
ongress, voted, as did also all leading 
epublicans, both in the house and sen- 
■te. 

We declare it to be our intention to 
end our efforts to the repeal of this 
urrency law, which not only repudi- 
tes the ancient and time-honored 
rinciples of the American people be- 
E>re the constitution was adopted, but 
3 violative of the principles of the con- 
titution itself, and we shall not cease 
ur efforts until there has been estab- 
Ished in its place a monetary system 
ased upon the free and unlimited 
oinage of silver and gold into money 
t the present legal ratio of 16 to 1 by 
lie independent action of the United 
tates, under which systems all papef 
loney shall be issued by the govern- 
lent and all such money coined or 
3sued shall be a full legal tender in 
ayment of all debts, public and pri- 
ate, without exception. 

We are in favor of a graduated tax 



upon incomes, and if necessary to ac- 
complish this we favor an amendment 
to the constitution. 

We believe that United States sen- 
ators ought to be elected by a direct 
vote of the people, and we favor such 
amendment of the constitution and 
such legislation as may be necessary 
to that end. 

We favor the maintenance and the 
extension wherever practicable of the 
merit system in the public service, ap- 
pointments to be made according to 
fitness, competitively ascertained, and 
public servants to be retained in office 
only so long as shall be compatible 
with the efficiency of the service. 

Combinations, trusts and monopolies 
contrived and arranged for the purpose 
of controlling the prices and quantity 
of articles supplied to the public are 
unjust, unlawful and oppressive. 

Not only do these unlawful .consiH- 
racies fix the prices of commodities in 
many cases, but they invade every 
branch of the state and national gov- 
ernment with their polluting influence 
and control the actions of their em- 
ployes and dependents in private life 
until their influence actually imperils 
society and the liberty of the citizen. 

We declare against them. We de- 
mand the most stringent laws for their 
destruction and the most severe pun- 
ishment of their promoters and main- 
tainers and the energetic enforcement 
of such laws by the courts. 

We believe the Monroe doctrine to 
be sound in principle and a wise na- 
tional policy and we demand a firm 
adherence thereto. We condemn acts 
inconsistent with it and that tend to 
make us parties to the imterests and to 
involve us in the controversies of Eu- 
ropean nations and to recognition byv 
pending treaty of the rights of Eng- 
land to be considered in the construc- 
tion of an Interoceanlc canal. We de- 
clare that such canal, when construct- 
ed, ought to be controlled by the Uni- 
ted States in the interests of American 
nations. 

We observe with anxiety and regaird 
with disappproval the increasing 'own- 
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ership of American lands by aliens and 
their growing control over our inter- 
national transportation, natural re- 
sources and the "public utilities. We 
. demand legislation to protect our pub- 
\ lie domain, our natural resources, our 
\ franchises and our internal commerce 
\Wnd to keep them free and maintain 
\Vheir independence of all foreign mo- 
XLopolies, institutions and influences, 
ahd we declare our opposition to the 
leasing of the public lands of the 
United States whereby corporations 
and syndicates will be able to secure 
control thereof and thus monopolize 
the public domain, the heritage of the 
people. 

We are in favor of the principles of 
direct legislation. In view of the great 
sacrifice made and patriotic services 
rendered we are in favor of liberal pen- 
sions to deserving soldiers, their wid- 
ows, orphans and other dependents. 
We believe that enlistment and serv- 
ice should be accepted as conclusive 
proof that the soldier was free from 
disease and disability at the time of 
his enlistment. We condemn the pres- 
ent administration of the pension laws. 
"We tender the patriotic people of the 
South African republics our sympa- 
thy and express our admiration for 
them in th6ir heroic attempts to pre- 
serve their political freedom and main- 
tain their national independence. We 
declare that the destruction of these 
republics and the subjugation of their 
people to be a crime against civiliza- 
tion. 

We believe this sympathy should 
have been voiced by the American con- 
gress, as was done in the case of the 
French, the Greeks, the Hungarians, 
the Poles, the Armenians and the Cu- 
bans and as the traditions of this 
country would have dictated. We de- 
. Clare the Porto Rican tarifC law to be 
not only a serious but a dangerous de- 
parture from the principles of our form 
of government. We believe in a repub- 
lican form of government and are op- 
posed to monarchy and the whole 
theory of imperialistic control. 
We 'believe in self-government— a 



government by the consent of the gov- 
erned — and are unalterably opposed to 
a government based upon force. It is 
clear and certain that the inhabitants 
of the Philippine archipelago cannot be 
made citizens of the United States 
without endangering our civilization. 
We are therefore in favor of applying 
to the Philippine archipelago the prin- 
ciple we are solemnly and publicly 
pledged to observe in the case of Cuba. 

There no longer being any necessity 
for collecting war*taxes, we demand 
the repeal of the war taxes levied to 
carry on war with Spain. 

We favor the immediate admission 
into the union of states the territories 
of Arizona, New Mexico and Oklahomo. 

We demand that our nation's prom- 
ises to Cuba shall be fulfilled in every 
particular. 

We believe the national government 
should lend aid, encouragement and 
assistance toward the reclamation of 
the arid lands of the United States, and 
to that end we are in favor of a com- 
prehensive survey thereof and an im- 
mediate ascertainment of the water 
supply available for such reclamation, 
and we believe it to be the duty of 
the general government to provide for 
the construction of storage reservoirs 
and irrigation works so that the water 
supply of the arid region may be util- 
ized to the greatest possible extent in 
the interests of the people, while pre- 
serving all rights of the state. . 

Transportation is a public necessity- 
and the means and methods of it are' 
matters of public concern. Railway 
companies exercise a power over in- 
dustries, business and commerce which 
they ought not to do and should be 
made to serve the public interests 
without making unreasonable charges 
or unjust discriminations. 

We observe with satisfaction the 
growing sentiment among the people 
in favor of the public ownership and 
operation of public utilities. 

We are in favor of expanding our 
commerce in the interests of American 
labor and for the benefit of all our 
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people by every hone&t and peaceful - 
means. Our creed and our history- 
justifies the nations Of the earth in^ 
expecting that wherever the American \ 
flag is unfurled in authority human 
liberty will be found. We protest 
against the adoption of any policy 
that will change in the thought of the 
world the meaning of our flag. 

We are opposed to the importation 
of Asiatic laborers in competition with 
American labor and a more' rigid en- 
forcement of the la^s relating thereto. 

The silver republican party of the 
United States in the foregoing prin- 
ciples, seeks to perpetuate the spirit 
and to adhere to the teachings of Ab- 
raham I^lncoln. 



The middle-of-the-road populists 
met in Cincinnati and on May 10th, 
1900, nominated Wharton Baker of 
Pennsylvania for President and Ig- 
natius Donnelly of Minnesota for 
Vice-President, and adopted the fol- 
lowing. 

MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD POPULIST 
PLATFORM. 

The People's party of the United 
States, assembled in national conven- 
tion this 10th day of May, 1900 affirm- 
ing our unshaken belief in the cardinal 
tenets of the People's party as set 
forth in the Omaha platform, and 
pledging ourselves anew to continued 
advocacy of those grand principles of 
human liberty until right shall tri- 
umph over might and love over greed, 
do adopt and proclaim this declaration 
of faith: 

1. We demand the Initiative an(i' 
referendum 'and the imperative man-^ 
date for such changes of existing fun-« 
damental and statute laws as will en- 
able the people in their sovereign ca- 
pacity to propose and compel the en- 
actment of such laws as they desire; 
to reject such as they deem injurious 
to their interests, and to recall un- 
faithful public servants. 

2. We demand the public ownership 
and operation of those means of com- 



munication, transportation and pro- 
duction which the people may elect, 
such as railroads,- telegraphs and tele- 
phone lines, coal mines, etc. 
S 3. The land, including all natural 
sources of wealth, is a heritage of the 
people and should not be monopolized 
for speculative purposes, and alien 
ownership of land should be prohibit- 
ed. All land now held by railroads and 
other corporations in excess of their 
actual needs and all lands now owned 
by aliens should be reclaimed by the 
government and held for actual set- 
tlers only. 

4. A scientific and absolute paper 
money, based upon the entire wealth 
and population of the nation, not re- 
deemable in any specific commodity, 
but made a full legal tender for all 
debts, and receivable for all taxes and 
public duties, and issued by the gov- 
ernment only, without the Intervention 
of banks, and in sufficient quantity 
to meet the demands of commerce. Is 
the best currency that can be devised; 
but, until such a financial system is 
teecured, which we shall press for 
adoption, we favor the free and nil- 
limited coinage of both silver and gola 
at the legal ratio of 16 to 1. 

5. We demand the levy and collec- 
tion of a graduated tax on incomes 
and inheritances, and a constitutional 
amendment to secure the same if 
necessary. 

6. We demand the election of Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Federal Judges 
and United States Senators by direct 
vote of the people. 

7. We are opposed to trusts, and de- 
clare the contention between the old 
parties on the monopoly question is a 
sham battle, and that no solution of 
this mighty problem is possible with- 
out the adoption of the principle of 
public ownership of public ulitiliea ' • 



The Prohibition party met in Cfhi- 
cago. 111., on June 28, 1900, and nomi- 
nated John G. Woolley of Minnesota 
for President and Henry B, Metcalf of 
Rhode Island for Vice-President. 
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PROHIBITION PLATFORM FOR 1900. 

The National Prohibition party, in 
convention represented at Chicago, 
June 27 and 28, 1900, acknowledging 
Almighty God as the supreme source 
of all just government, realizing that 
this republic was founded upon Chris- 
tian principles, and can endure only 
as it embodies justice and righteous- 
ness, and asserting that all authority 
should seek the best good of all the 
governed, to this end wisely prohibit- 
ing what is wroijg and permitting only 
what is right, hereby records and pro- 
claims: 

1, We accept and assert the defini- 
tion given by Edmund Burke, that 
"a party is a body of men joined to- 
gether for the purpose of promoting by 
their joint endeavor the national inter- 
est upon some particular principle 
upon which they are all agreed." 

We declare that there is no principle 
now advocated, by any other party, 
which could be made a fact in govern- 
ment with such beneficent moral and 
material results as the principal of 
prohibition applied to the beverage 
liquor traffic; that the national in- 
terest could be promoted in no other 
way so surely and widely by its adop- 
tion and assertion through a national 
policy and a co-operation therein by 
every state, forbidding the manufac- 
ture, sale, exportation, importation 
and transportation of intoxicating 
liquors for beverage purposes; that we 
stand for this as the only principle 
proposed by any party anywhere for 
the settlement of a question greater 
and graver than any other before the 
American .people, and involving more 
profoundly than any other their moral 
future and financial welfare; and that 
all the patriotic citizenship of this 
country agreed upon this principle, 
however much disagreement there may 
be as to the minor considerations and 
issues, should stand together at the 
ballot box from this time forward until 
prohibition is the established policy of 
the United States, with a party in 



power to enforce it and to insure its 
moral and material benefits. 

We insist that such a party, agreed 
upon this principle and policy, hav- 
ing sober leadership, without any obli- 
gation for success to the saloon vote 
and to those demoralizing political 
combinations of men and money now 
allied therewith and suppliant thereto, 
can successfully cope with all other 
and lesser problems of government, 
in legislative halls and in the execu- 
tive chair, and that it is useless for any 
party to make declarations in its plat- 
form as to any questions concerning 
which there may be serious differences 
of opinion in its own membership and 
as to which, because of such difter- 
ences, the party could legislate only 
on a basis of mutual concessions when 
coming into power. 

We submit that the Democratic and 
Republican parties are alike insincere 
in their assumed hostility to trusts 
and monopolies. They dare not and do 
not attack the most dangerous of them 
all, the liquor power. So long as the 
saloon debauches the citizen and 
breeds the purchasable voter, money 
will continue to buy its own way to 
power. Break down this traffic, ele- 
vate manhood, and a sober citizenship 
will find a way to control dangerous 
combinations of capital. 

We purpose, bs a first step, in the 
financial problem of the nation to save 
more than a billion of dollars every 
year, now annually expended to sup- 
port the liquor traffic, and to demoral- 
ize our people. When that is accomp- 
lished, conditions will have so im- 
proved that with a clearer atmosphere 
the ^country can address itself to the 
questions as to the kind and quantity 
of currency needed. 

2. We reaffirm as true indisputably 
the declaration of William Windom, 
when Secretary of the Treasury in 
the cabinet of President Arthur, that 
"considered socially, financially, pol- 
itically or morally, the licensed liquor 
traffic is or ought to be the overwhelm- 
ing issue in. American politics," and 
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"that the destruction of this Iniquity 
stands next on the calendar of the 
worla's progress." We hold that the 
existence of our party presents this 
issue squarely to the American peo- 
ple, and lays upon them the responsi- 
bility of choice between the two par- 
ties, dominated by distillers and brew- 
ers, with their policy of saloon per- 
petuation, breeding waste, wickedness, 
woe, pauperism, taxation, corruption 
and crime, and our one party of patri- 
otic and moral principle, with a policy 
which defends it from domination by 
corrupt bosses, and ' which insures it 
forever against the blighting control 
of saloon politics. 

We face with sorrow, shame and 
fear the awful fact that this liquor 
traffic has a grip on our government, 
municipal, state, and national, through 
the revenue system and a saloon sov- 
ereignty, which no other party dares 
to dispute; a grip which dominates 
the party now in power, from caucus 
to congress, from policemen to presi- 
dent, from the rum shop to the white 
house; a grip which compels the chief 
executive to consent that law shall be 
nullified in behalf of the brewer, that 
the canteen shall curse our army and 
spread iutemiperance across the seas, 
and that our flag shall wave as the 
symbol of partnership, at home and 
abroad, between this government and 
the men who defy and defile it for their 
unholy gain. 

3. We charge upon President Mc- 
Kinley, who was elected to his high 
office by appeals to Christian senti- 
ment and patriotism almost unpreced- 
ented and by a combination of moral 
influences never before seen in this 
country, that, by his conspicuous ex- 
ample as a wine-drinker at public 
banquets and as a wine-serving host 
in the white house, he has done more 
to encourage the liquor business, to de- 
moralize the temperance habits of 
young men, and to bring Christian 
practices and requirements into disre- 
pute, that any other president this 
republic has had. We further charge 
upon President McKinley responsibil- 



ity for the army canteen, with all its 
dire brood of disease, immorality, sin 
and death in this country, in Cuba, in 
Porto Rico and the Philippines; and 
we insist that by his attitude con- 
cerning the canteen, and his apparent 
contempt for the vast numbef of peti- 
tions and petitioners protesting against 
it, he has outraged and insulted the 
moral sentiment of this country in 
such a manner and to such a degree 
as calls for its righteous uprising and 
his indignant and effective rebuke. 

We challenge denia^ of the fact that 
our chief executive, as commander-in- 
chief of the imilitary forces of the 
United States, at any time prior to or 
since March 2, 1899, could have closed 
every army saloon, called a canteen, 
by executive order, as President Hayes 
in effect did before him, and should 
have closed them, for the same reasons 
which actuated President Hayes; we 
assert that the act of congress, passed 
March 2, 1899, forbidding the sale of 
liquors, "in any post, exchange or can- 
teen," by any "officer or private sol- 
dier," or by "any person, on any prem- 
ises used for military purposes by the 
United States," was and is as explicit 
an act of prohibition as the English 
language can frame; we declare our 
solemn belief that the Attorney-Gren- 
eral of the United States, in his inter- 
pretation of that law, and the Secre- 
tary of War, in his acceptance of that 
interpretation and his refusal to en- 
force the law, were and are guilty of 
treasonable nullification thereof, and 
that President McKinley, through his 
assent to and indorsement of such in- 
terpretation and refusal on the part of 
officials appointed by and responsible 
to him, shares responsibility in their 
guilt; and we record our conviction 
that a new and serious peril confronts 
our country, in the fact that its Pres- 
ident, at the behest of the beer power, 
dares and does abrogate a law of con- 
gress, through subordinates remova- 
ble at will by him and whose acts be- 
come his, and thus virtually confesses 
that laws are to be administered, or 
to be nullified, in the interest of 3 
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law-defying business, by an adminis- 
tration under mortagage to such busi- 
ness for support 

4. We deplore tlie fact that an ad- 
ministration of this republic, claiming 
the right and power to carry our flag 
across the seas, and to conquer and an- 
nex ne-w territory, should admit its 
lack of power to prohibit the American 
salcKm on subjugated soil, or should 
opienly confess itself subject to liquor 
sovereignty under that flag. We are 
humiliated, exasperated and grieved, 
J)y the evidence painfully abundant, 
that this administration's policy of ex- 
pansion is bearing so rapidly its fruits 
of drunkenness, insanity and crime 
under the hot-house sun of the tropics; 
and that when the president of the 
first Philippine commission said: "It 
was unfortunate that we introduced 
and established the saloon there, to 
corrupt the natives and to exhibit the 
vices of our race," we charge the in- 
humanity and unchristianity of this 
act on the administration of William 
McKinley, and upon the party which 
elected and would perpetuate the 
same. 

5. We declare that the only policy 
which the government of the United 
States can -of right uphold as to the 
liquor trafllc, under the national con- 
stitution, upon any territory under the 
military or civil control of that gov- 
ernment, is the policy of prohibition: 
that, "to establish justice, insure do- 
mestic tranquillity, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general 
welfare and insure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our poster- 
ity," as the constitution provides, the 
liquor traffic must neither be sanc- 
tioned nor tolerated, and that the rev- 
enue policy, which makes our govern- 
ment a partner with distillers and 
brewers and bar-keepers, is a disgrace 
to our civilization, an outrage upon hu- 
manity and a crime against God. 

We condemn the present adminis.- 
tration at Washington because it has 
repealed the prohibitory laws in Alas- 
ka, and has given over the partly civ- 
ilized tribes there to be the prey of 



the American grogshop, and because it 
has entered upon a license policy in 
our new possessions by incorporating 
the same in the recent act of congress 
in the code of laws for the govern- 
ment of the Hawaiian islands. 

We call general attention to the fear- 
ful fact that the exportation of 
liquors from the United States to the 
Philippine islands increased from $337 
in 1898 to $467,198 in the first ten 
months of the fiscal year ending June 
1, 1900; and that while our exportation 
of liquors to Cuba never reached $30,- 
000 a year, previous to American occu- 
pation of that island, our exports of 
such liquors to Cuba, during the fis- 
cal year of 1899, reached the sum of 
$629,655. 

6. One great religious body (the 
Baptist) having truly declared of the 
liquor traffic "that it has no defensi- 
ble right to exist, that it can never be 
reformed, that it stands condemned by^ 
its unrighteous fruits as a thing un- 
christian, un-American and perilous 
utterly to every interest of life;" an- 
other great religious body (the Meth- 
odist) having as truly asserted and re- 
iterated that "no political party has a 
right to expect, nor should it receive, 
the votes of Christian men so long as 
it stands committed to the license sys- 
tem or refuses to put itself on record 
in an attitude of open hostility to the 
saloon;" other great religious bodies 
having made similar deliverances, in 
language plain and unequivocal, as to 
the liquor traffic and the duty of Chris- 
tian citizenship in opposition thereto; 
and the fact being plain and unde- 
niable that the Democratic party 
stands for license, the saloon and the 
canteen, while the Republican party, 
in policy and administration, stands 
for the canteen, the saloon and reve- 
nue therefrom, we declare ourselves 
justified in expecting that Christian 
voters everywhere shall cease their 
complicity with the liquor curse by 
refusing to uphold a liquor party, and 
shall unite themselves with the only 
party which upholds the prohibition 
policy, and which for nearly thirty 
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years lias been the faithful defender 
of the church, the state, the home and 
the school against the saloon, its ex- 
panders and perpetuators, their actual 
and persistent foes. 

We insist that no differences of be- 
lief, as to any other question or con- 
cern of goYernment, should stand in 
the way of such a union of moral and 
Christian citizenship as we hereby in- 
vite, for the 'speedy settlement of this 
paramount moral, industrial, financial 
and political issue, which our party 
presents; and we refrain from declar- 
ing ourselves upon all minor matters, 
as to which differences of opinion may 
exist, that hereby we may offer to the 
American people a platform so broad 
that all can stand upon it who desire 
to see sober citizenship actually sov- 
ereign over the allied hosts of evil, 
sin and crime, in a government of the 
people, by the people, and for the peo- 
ple. 

We declare that there are but two 
real parties today concerning the 
liquor traffic — perpetuationists and 
prohibitionists— and that patriotism, 
Christianity, and every interest of 
genuine republicanism and of piire de- 
mocracy, besides the loyal demands of 
our common humanity, require the 
speedy union, in one solid phalanx at 
the ballot-box, of all who oppose the 
liquor traffic's perpetuation, and who 
covet endurance for this republic. 



The Socialist teMHMIftfity met in 
convention at Indianapolis, Ind., and 
nominated Eugene V. Debs of Illinois 
for President and Job Harriman of 
California for Vice-President. 

SOCIALIST yiBDR PLATFORM FOR 

1900, 

The Socialist Labor party of the 
United States, in convention assem- 
bled reaffirms its allegiance to the rev- 
olutionary principles of international 
socialism and declares the supreme po- 
litical issue in America today to be 
the contest between the working class 



and the capitalist class for the pos- 
session of the power of government. 
We affirm our steadfast purpose to use 
those powers, once achieved, to de- 
stroy wage slavery, abolish the insti- 
tution of private property in the 
means of production and distribution, 
and to establish the Co-operative Com- 
pionwealth. 

In the United States, as in all other 
civilized countries, the natural order 
of economic development has separated 
society into two antagonistic classes — 
the capitalists, a comparatively small 
class, the possessors of all the modern 
means of production and distribution 
(land, mines, machinery and means of 
transportation) and the large and 
ever-increasing class of wage earners, 
possessing no means of production. 

This economic supremacy has se- 
cured to the dominant class the full 
control of the government, the pulpit, 
the schools, and the public, press, 
thereby making them the arbiters of 
the fate of the working class, while 
it is reducing it to a condition of de- 
pendence, economically exploited and 
oppressed, intellectually and physical- 
ly crippled and degraded, and its po- 
litical equality rendered bitter mock- 
ery; and the contest between these 
two classes grows ever sharper. Hand 
in hand with the growth of monopo- 
lies, goes the annihilation of small in- 
dustries and the middle class depend- 
ing upon them. Ever larger grows the 
multitude of destitute wage workers 
and of the unemployed, and ever 
fiercer the struggle between the class 
of the exploiter and the exploited, the 
capitalists and the wage workers. 

The evil effects of capitalistic pro- 
duction are intensified by the recurring 
industrial crises, continually render- 
ing the existence of the greater part 
of the population more precarious and 
uncertain, which amply proves that the 
modern means of production have out- 
grown the existing social order based 
on production for profit. 

Human energy and natural resources 
are wasted for individual gain. 

Ignorance is fostered, that wage 
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slavery may be perpetuated. . Science 
and invention are perverted to the ex- 
ploitation of men, women, and chil- 
dren. 

The lives and liberties of the work- 
ins class are recklessly sacrificed for 
profit. 

Wars are fomented between nations; 
indiscriminate slaughter is encour- 
aged ; the destruction of whole races is 
sanctioned, in order that the capitalist 
class may extend its commercial do- 
minion abroad and enhance its su- 
premacy at home. 

The introduction of a new and high- 
er order of society is the historic mis- 
sion of the working class. All other 
classes despite their apparent or actual 
conflicts are interestp'\ in the uphold- 
ing of the system of private owner- 
ship of the means of production. We 
therefore charge that in this country 
the Democratic, Republican and all 
other parties which do not stand for 
the complete overthrow of the capital- 
ist system of production are alike the 
tools of the capitalist class. 
The working class c^^nnot, however. 



aet as a class in its struggle against 
the collective power of the capitalist 
class except by constituting itself into 
a political party, distinct and opposed 
to all parties formed by the propertied 
classes. 

We, therefore, call upon the wage 
workers of the United States, without 
distinction of color, race or sex, and 
upon all citizens in sympathy with the 
historic mission of the working class, 
to organize under the banner of the 
Socialist Labor party, as a party truly 
representing the interests of the toil- 
ing masses and uncompromisingly 
waging war upon the exploiting class, 
until the system of wage slavery shall 
be abolished and the Co-operative 
Commonwealth shall be established. 

Pending the accomplisliment of this 
our ultimate purpose, we pledge every 
efCort of the Socialist Labor party for 
the immediate improvement of the 
condition of labor, and also for the se- 
curing of its progressive demands. 

"Workingmen of all countries, unite! 
You have nothing to lose but yoitr 
chains, and have a world to gain!" 
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SOCIALIST PLATFORM. 

(Adopted at Chicago, May 6, 1004.) 

I. 

The Socialist Party, in convention as- 
sembled, makes its appeal to the Amer- 
ican people as the defender and preserver 
of the idea of liberty and self-govern- 
ment, in which the nation was bom; as 
the only political movement standing 
for the program and principles by which 
the liberty of the individual may become 
A fact; as the only political organization 
that is democratic, and that has for its 
purpose the democratizing of the whole 
of society. 

To this idea of liberty the Republican 
and Democratic parties are equally false. 
They alike struggle for power to main- 
tain and profit by an industrial system 
which can be preserved only by the com- 
plete overthrow of such liberties as we 
already have, and by the still further 
enslavement and degradation of labor. 

Our American institutions came into 
the world in the name of freedom. They 
have been seized upon by the capitalist 
class as the means of rooting out the 
idea of freedom from among the people. 
Our state and national legislatures have 
become the mere agencies of great 
propertied inteltests. These interests 
control the appointments and decisions 
of the judges of our courts. They have 
come into what is practically a private 
ownership of all the functions abd forces 
of government. They are using these to 
betray and conquer foreign and weaker 
peoples, in order to establish new mar- 
kets for the surplus goods which the 
people make, but are too poor to buy. 
They are gradually so invading and re- 
stricting the right of suffrage as to take 
away unawares the right of the worker 
to a vote or voice in public affairs. By 
enacting new and misinterpreting old 
laws, they are preparing to attack the 
liberty of the individual even to speak 
or think for himself, or for the common 
good. 

By controlling all the sources of so- 
cial revenue, the possessing class is 
able to silom^e what might be the voice 



of protest against the passing of liberty 
and the coming of tyranny. It com- 
pleteh controls the university and pub- 
lic school, the pulpit and the press, and 
the arts and literatures. By making 
these economically dependent upon it- 
self, it has brought all the forms of pub- 
lic teaching into* servile submission to 
its own interests. 

Our political institutions are also being 
used as iA\e destroyers of tliat individual 
property upon which all liberty and op- 
portunity depend. The promise of eco- 
nomic independence to §ach man was one 
of the faiths upon which our institutions 
were founded. But, under the guise of 
defending private property, capitalism is 
using our political institutions to make 
it impossible for the vast majority of 
human beings ever to become possessors 
of private property in the means of life. 

Capitalism is the enemy and destroyer 
of essential private property. Its de- 
velopment is through the legalized con- 
fiscation of all that the labor of the work- 
ing class produces, above its subsistence - 
wage. The private ownership of the 
means of employment grounds society 
in an economic slavery which renders 
intellectual and political tyranny in- 
evitable. 

Socialism comes so to organize in- 
dustry and society that every individual 
shall be secure in that private property 
in the means of life upon which his 
liberty of being, thought and action de- 
pend. It comes to rescue the people 
from the fast increasing and successful 
assault of capitalism upon the liberty of 
the individual. 

II. 

As an American Socialist party, we 
pledge our fidelity to the principles of 
international socialism, as embodied in . 
the united thought and action of the 
socialists of all nations. In the in- 
dustrial development already accom- 
plished, the . interests of the world's 
workers are separated by no natioifal 
boundaries. The condition of the most 
exploited and oppressed workers, in the ^ 
moat remote places of the earth, in- 
evitably tends to drag down all the 
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workers of the world to the same level. 
The tendency of the competitive wage 
system is to make labor's lowest condi- 
tion the measure or rule of its universal 
condition. Industry and finance are no 
longer national but international, !in 
both organization and results. The chief 
significance of national boundaries, and 
of the so-called patriotisms which the 
ruling class of each nation is seeking to 
revive, is the power which these give to 
capitalism to keep the workers of the 
world from uniting, and to throw them 
against each other in the struggles of 
oontending capitalist interests for the 
control of the yet unexploited markets 
of the world, or the remaining sources 
of profit. 

The socialist movement, therefore, is 
a world-movement. It knows of no 
conflicts of interests between the work- 
ers of one nation and the workers of an- 
other. It stands for the freedom of the 
workers of all nations; and, in so stand- 
ing, it makes for the full freedom of all 
humanity. 

III. 

The socialist movement owes its birth 
and growth to that economic develop- 
ment or world- process which is rapidly 
separating' a working or producing class 
from a possessing or capitalist class. 
The class that produces nothing pos- 
sesses labor's fruits, and the opportuni- 
ties and enjoyments these -fruits aflford, 
while the class that does the world's real 
work has increasing qponomic uncer- 
tainty, and physical and intellectual 
misery for its portion. 

The fact that these two classes have 
not yet become fully conscious of their 
distinction from each other, the fact 
that the lines of division and interest 
may not yet be clearly drawn, does not 
rhange the fact of the class .conflict. 

This class struggle is due to the 
private ownership of the means of em.- 
ployment, or the tools of production. 
"Wherever and whenever man owned his 
own land and tools, and by them pro- 
duced only the things which he used, 
economic independence, was possible. 
But production, or the making of goods, 
lias long ceased to be individual. The 



labor of scores, or even thousands, enters 
into almost every article produced. Pro- 
duction is now social or collective. Prac- 
tically everything is made or done by 
many men — sometimes separated by 
^eas or continents — ^working togeth^ 
for the same end. But this co-operation 
in production is not for the direct use of 
the things made by the workers who 
make them, but for the* profit of the 
owners of the tools and means of pro* 
duction; and to this is due the present 
division of society into two classes; «,nd 
from 'it have sprung all the miseries, 
inharmonies and contradictions of our 
civilization. 

Between these two classes there can 
be no possible compromise or identity 
of interests, any more than there can 
be peace in the midst of war, or ligBt 
in the midst of darkness. A society 
based upon this class division carries in 
itself the seeds of its own destruction. 
Such a society is founded in fundament- 
al injustice. There can be no possible 
basis for social peace, for individual 
freedom, for mental or moral harmony, 
except in the conscious and complete 
triumph of the working class as th» 
only class that has the right or power 
to be. 

IV. 

The Socialist programme is not a 
theory imposed upon society for its ac- 
ceptance or rejection. It is but the in- 
terpretation of what is, sooner or later, 
inevitable. Capitalism is already strug- 
gling to its destruction. It is no longer 
competent to organize or administer the 
work of the world, or even to preserve 
itself. The captains of industry are ap- 
palled at their own inability to control 
or direct the rapidly socializing forces 
of industry. The so-called trust is but 
a sign and form of the developing so- 
cialization of the world's work. The 
universal ineriease of tfte unoeirtainty of 
employment, the universal capitalist de- 
termination to break down the unity of 
labor in the trades unions, the wide- 
spread ai^rehenSions of impending 
change, reveal that the institutions of 
capitalist society are passing under the 
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power of inhering forces that will Boon 
destroy them. 

Into the midst of the strain and crisis 
of civilization, the Socialist movement 
•omes as the only conservative force, 
tf .^the world is to be saved from chaos, 
fro^^ universal disorder and misery, it 
must be by the union of the workers of 
all nations in the Socialist movement. 
The Socialist party comes with the only 
proposition or programme for intelli- 
gently and deliberately organizing the 
nation for the common good of all its 
••itizens. It is the first time th»t the 
mind of man has ever been directed to- 
*ward the conscious organization of so- 
ciety. 

Socialism means that all those things 
upon which the people in common de- 
pend shall by the people in common be 
owned and administered. It means that 
the tools of employment shall belong to 
their creators and users; that all pro- 
duction shall be for the direct use of 
the producers; that the making of goods 
for profit shall come to an end; that we 
shall all be workers together, and that 
all opportunities shall be open and equal 
to all men. 



To the end that workers may seize 
■every possible advantage that may 
strengthen them to gain complete con- 
trol of the powers of government, and 
thereby the sooner establish the co- 
operative commonwealth, ciie Socialist 
party pledge^ itself to wat^h and work, 
in both the economic and the political 
struggle, for each successive immediate 
interest of the working class; for the 
insurance of the workers against ac- 
<!ident, sickness and lack of employ- 
ment; for pensions for aged and ex- 
hausted workers; for the public owner- 
ship of the means of ti anspoitation, 
communication and exchange; for the 
graduated taxation of incomes, inherit- 
ances, franchises and land values, the 
proceeds to be u-ppli*^ to tlie public em- 
ployment and improvement of the con- 
ditions of the workers; for the com- 
plete education of children, and their 
freedom from the work.<]iop; for the pre- 



vention of (he use of the militsry f 
against labor lu the settlement of 
strikes; for the free administnition of 
justice; for popular government, includ- 
ing initiative, cefe;'»ii(Inm, proportional 
representation, equal suITragc of men 
and women^ mu*iic;pal home- rule, and 
the recall of oSijiM's by I heir couslUu- 
ents, and for every gain or advantage 
for the workers that may be wrested 
from the capitalist system, and that 
may relieve the suffering and strengthen 
the hands of labor. We lay upon every 
man elected to any executive or legis- 
lative office the first duty of striving to 
procure whatever is for the workers* 
most immediate interest, and for what- 
ever will lessen the economic and politi- 
cal powers of the capitalist, aud increase 
♦ he like powers of the worker. 

Bill:, ii' so doing, we are using Uiese 
remedial measures as means to tlio one 
pi cat end of the co-operat-v*? common- 
wc!a?ih. Such measures of relief os ^vc 
may be able lo force fro at capitalism 
ai'e but a preparation of the workers to 
seize the whole powers of government, 
in order that they may thereby lay hold 
of the whole system of industry, and 
thus come into their rightful inheritance. 

To this end we pledge ourselves, as 
the party of the working class, to use 
all political power, as fast as it shall be 
intrusted to us by our fellow-workers, 
both for their immediate interests and 
for their ultimate and complete eman- 
cipation. To this end we appeal to all 
the workers of America, and to all who 
will lend their lives to the servioe of 
the workers in their struggle to gain 
their own, and to all who will nobly and 
disinterestedly give their days and en- 
ergies unto the workers* cause, to cast 
in their lot and faith wjth the Social- 
ist )»aity. Our appeal for the trust anu 
aiifrragti: of our fellow- workers ia at 
once an appeal for their cojjniou j^oM 
and freedOiij. and for the freedom and 
blossoming of our common humanity. 
In pledging ourselves, and those vre 
represent, to be faithful to the appeal 
which we make, we believe that we are 
but preparing the soil of that economic 
freedom from which will spring ttie free- 
dom of the whole man. 
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REPUBLICAN PLATFORM. 

(Adopted at Chicago June 23, 1904.) 

Fifty years ago the republican party 
came into existence dedicated among 
other purposes to the great task of ar- 
resting the extension of human slavery. 
In 1860 it elected its first President. 
During twenty-four of the forty-four 
years which have elapsed since the elec- 
tion of Lincoln the Republican pai^y has 
held complete control of the government. 
For eighteen more of the forty-four 
years it has held partial control through 
the possession of one or two branches 
of the government, while the Democratic 
party, during the same period, has had 
complete control for only two years. 

This long tenure of power by the Re- 
publican party is not due to chance. It 
is a demonstration that the Republicati 
party has commanded the confideuc^^ of 
the American people for nearly two gen- 
erations to a degree never equaled in 
our history, and has displayed a high 
capacity for rule and government which 
has been made even more conspicuous 
by the incapacity and infirmity of pur- 
pose shown by its opponents. 

The Republican party entered upon its 
present period of complete aupretiiacy in 
1897. We have every right to congratu- 
late ourselves upon the work since then 
accomplished, for it has added luster 
even to the traditions of the party which 
carried the government through the 
storms of the civil war. 

We then found the country, after four 
years of Democratic rule, in evil plight, 
oppressed with misfortune and doubtful 
of the future. Public credit had been 
lowered, the revenues were declining, 
the debt was growing, the adiiiiuistra- 
tion's attitude toward Spain was feeble 
and mortifying, the standard of values 
was threatened and uncertain, labor was 
unemployed, business was sunk in the 
depression which had succeeded the panic 
of 1893, hope was faint and confidence 
WAS gone. 

We met these unhappy conditions vig- 
orously, effectively and at once. 

We replaced a Democratic tarifT law 
based on free trade princhiples and gai- 
niflhed with sectional prot'?,ction by a 



<;on3istent protective tariff, and indu8<r|r 
freed from opposition and stimulated by 
the encouragement of wise laws hss ex- 
panded to a degree never before known, 
has conquered kcw markets and has 
created a volume of exports which Uas 
surpassed imagination. Under the Ding- 
ley tariff labor has been fully employed. 

Wages have rison and all industries 
have revived and j>ro.'.;)cn»d. 

We firmly establish 2d the gold stand- 
ard, which was then menaced with dc- 
stru. tion. Conlivieuce returned to buai- 
ness, and with confidence an unexampled, 
prosperity. 

For deficient revenues, supplemented 
by improvident issues of bonds, we gave 
the country an income which produced 
a large surplus and which enabled us 
only four years after the Spanish war 
had closed to remove over $100,000,000 
of annual war taxes, reduce the public 
debt and lower the interest charges of 
the governuicnt. 

The public credit, which had been so 
lowered that in time of peaoe a Demo- 
cratic administration made large loans 
at extravagant raites of iaiterest in order 
to pay current expenditures, rose under 
Republican administration to its higkest 
point and enabled us to borrow at 2 per 
cent, even in time of w^ar. 

We refused to palter longer with the 
miseries of Cuba. We fought a quick 
and victorious war with Spain. We set 
Cuba free, governed the island for three 
years and then gave it to the Cuban 
people with order restored, with ample 
revenues, with education and public 
health established, free from debt, and 
connected with the United States by wide 
provisions for our mutual interests. 

We have organized the government of 
Porto Rifto, and its people now enjoy 
peace, freedom, order and prosperity. 

In the Philippines we have suppressed 
insurrection, established order and given 
to life and propyty a security never 
known there before. We hsiV^. organized 
civil government, made it effective and 
strong in administration and have con- 
ferred upon the people of those islands 
the largest civil liberty they have c.-^r 
enjoyed. 

By our possession of the Philippines 
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^e were enabled to take prompt and 
effective action in the relief of the lega- 
tions at Pekin and a decisive part in 
preventing the participation and the pre- 
serving of the integrity of China. 

The possession of a route for an 
isthmian canal, so long the dream of 
American statesmanship, is now an ac- 
complished fact. The great work of 
connecting the Pacific' and Atlantic 
' oceans by a canal is at last begun, and 
it is due to the Republican party. 

We have passed laws which will bring 
the arid lands of the United States with- 
in the area of cultivation. 

We have reorganized the army and 
put it in the highest state of efl&ciency. 

We have .passed laws for the improve- 
ment and support of the militia. 

\ve have pushed forward the building 
of the navy, the defense and the protec- 
tion of our honor and our interests. 

Our administration of the great de- 
partments of the government has been 
honest and eflScient, and wherever 
wrongdoing has been discovered the Re- 
publican administration has not hesi- 
tated to probe the evil and bring offend- 
ers to justice without regard to party or 
political ties. 

Laws enacted by the Republican party 
which the Democratic party failed to 
enforce and which were intended for the 
protection of the public against the un- 
just discrimination or the illegal en- 
croachment of vast aggregations of capi- 
tal have been fearlessly enforced by a 
Republican President and new laws in- 
suring reasonable publicity as to the 
operation of great corporations and pro- 
viding additional remedies for the pre- 
vention of discrimination in freight 
rates have been passed by a Republican 
Congress. 

In this record of achievements during 
the last eight years may be read the 
pledges which the Republican party has 
fulfilled. We propose to continue these 
policies and we declare our constant 
adherence to the following principles: 

Protection which guards and develops 
our industries is a cardinal policy of the 
Republican party. The measure of pro- 
tection should always, at least, equal 



the difference in the cost of production 
at home and abroad. 

We insist upon the maintenance of 
the principles of protection, and, there- 
fore, rates of duty should be adjusted 
only when conditions have so changed 
that the public interest demands' their 
alteration. But this work cannot safely 
be committed to any other hands than 
those of the Republican party. To in- 
trust it to the Democratic party is to 
invite disaster. Whether, as in 1892,, the 
Democratic party declared the protec- 
tive tariff unconstitutional or whether 
it demands tariil reform or tariff re- 
vision, its real object is always the de- 
struction of the protective system. 

However specious the name, the pur- 
pose is ever the same. A Democratic 
tariff has always been followed by busi- 
ness adversity, a Republican tariff by 
businesi prosperity. 

To a Republican Congress and a Re- 
publican President this great question 
can be safely intrusted. When the only 
free trade country among the great na- 
tions agitates a return to protection the 
chief protective country should not fal- 
ter in maintaining it. 

We have extended widely our foreign 
markets and we believe in the adoption 
of all practicable methods for their 
further extension, including commercial 
reciprocity whenever reciprocal agree- 
ments can be effected consistent with 
the principles of protection and without 
injury to American agriculture, Ameri- 
can labor or any American industry. 

We believe it to be the duty of the 
Republican party to uphold the gold 
standard and the integrity and the 
value of our national currency. The 
maintenance of the gold standard, es- 
tablished by the Republican party, can- 
not safely be committed to the Demo- 
cratic party, which resisted its adoption 
and has never given any proof since 
that time of belief in it or fidelity to it. 

While every other industry has pros- 
pered under the fostering aid of Repub- 
lican legislation, American shipping en- 
gaged in foreign trade in competition 
with the low cost of construction, low 
wages and heavy subsidies of forei^ 
governments has not for many years 
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reeeived from the government of the 
United States adequate encouragement 
ji any kiii:^. We, there^^^re. favor legis- 
lation which will encaarage and build 
up the American merchant marine, and 
we cordially approve the legislation of 
the last Congress which created the 
merchant marine commission to investi- 
gate and report upon this subject. 

A navy powerful enough to defend the 
United States against any attack, fo 
uphold the Monroe doctrine and watch 
over our commerce is essential to the 
safehy and the welfare of the American 
people. To maintain such a navy is the 
fjxed policy of the Republican party. 

We cordially approve the attitude of 
President Roosevelt and Congress in, re- 
gard to the exclusion of Chinese labor 
and promise a contiouance of the Re- 
publican poViCy in that direction. 

The civil service law was placed on 
the statute books by the Kopublican 
party, which has always sustalnoJ it, 
and we renew our former dejtarations 
that it shall be thoroughly and honestly 
enforced. 

We are also mindful of the country's 
debt to the soldiers and sailqrs of the 
United States and we believe in making 
ample provision for them in the liberal 
administration of the pension laws. 

We favor the peaceful settlement of 
international diflference by arbitration. 

We commend the vigorous efforts 
made by the administration to protect 
American citizens in foreign lands and 
pledge oiirselves to insist upon the just 
and equal protection of all our citizens 
abroad. It is the unquestioned duty of 
the government to procure for all our 
citizens, without distinction, the rights 
of travel and sojourn in friendly coun- 
tries, and we declare ourselves in favor 
of all proper efforts tending to that end. 

Our great interests and our growing 
commerce in the Orient render the con- 
dition of China of high importance to 
the United States. We cordially com- 
mend the policy pursued in that direc- 
tion by the administration of Presi- 
dent McKinley and President Roosevelt. 

We favor such congressional action as 
shall determine whether by special dis- 
criminations the elective franchise in 



any State has been unconstitutionally 
limited and if such is the case we de- 
mand that representation in Congress 
and in the electoral colleges shall be 
proportionately reduced as directed by 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Combinations of capital and labor are 
the results of the economic movement of 
the age,»but neither must be permitted 
to infringe upon the rights and interests 
of the people. Such combinations when 
lawfully formed for lawful purposes arc 
alike entitled to the protection of the 
laws, but both are subject to the laws 
and neither can be permitted to break 
them. 

The great statesman and patriotic 
American, William McKinley, who was 
re-elected by the Republican party to 
the presidency four years ago, wai^ as- 
sassinated just at the threshold of his 
second term. The entire Nation 
mourned his untimely death and did 
that justice to his great qualities of 
mind and character which history will 
confirm and repeat. 

The American people were fortunate 
in his successor, to whom they turned 
with a trust and confidence which have 
been fully justified. President Roose- 
velt brought to the great responsibili- 
ties thus sadly forced upon him a clear 
head, a brave heart, an earnest patriot- 
ism and high ideals of public duty and 
public service. True to the principles of 
the Republican party and to the policies 
which that party had declared, he has 
also shown himself ready for every 
emergency and has met new and vital 
questions with ability and with suc- 
cess. 

The confidence of the people in his jus- 
tice inspired by his public career enabled 
him to render personally an inestimable 
service to the country by bringing about 
a settlement of the coal strike whicjj 
threatened such disastrous results at the 
opening of the winter of 1902. 

Our foreign policy under his adminis- 
tration has not only been able, vigorous, 
and dignified, but in the highest degree 
successful. The complicated questions 
which arose in Venezuela were settled in 
such a way by President Roosevelt that 
the Monroe doctrine was signally vin 
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cated and the cause of peace and arbi- 
tration greatly advanced. 

His prompt and vigorous action in 
Panama, which we commend in the high- 
est terms, not only secured to us the 
canal route but avoided foreign compli- 
cations which might have been of a se- 
rious character. 

He has continued the policy of Presi- 
dent McKinley in the Orient and our 
position in China, signalized by our re- 
cent commercial treaty with that em- 
pire, has never been so high. He secured 
the tribunal by which the vexed and per- 
ilous question of Alaskan boundary was 
finally settled. 

Whenever crimes against humanity 
have been perpetrlited which have 
shocked our people, his protest has been 
made and our good offices have been ten- 
dered, but always with due regard to in- 
ternational obligations. 

Under his guidance we find ourselves 
at peace with the world, and never were 
we more respected or our wishes more 
regarded by foreign nations. 

Pre-eminently successful in regard to 
our foreign relations, he has been equal- 
ly fortunate in dealing with domestic 
questions. The country has known that 
the public credit and the national cur- 
rency were absolutely safe in the hands 
of his administration. In the enforce- 
ment of the laws he has shown not only 
courage but the wisdom which under- 
stands that to permit laws to be vio- 
lated or disregarded opens the door to 
anarchy, while the just enforcement of 
the law is the soundest conservatism. He 
has held firmly to the fundamental 
American doctrine that all men must 
obey the law, that there must be no dis- 
tinction between rich and poor, between 
strong and weak, but that justice and 
equal protection under the law must be 
secured to every citizen without regard 
to race, creed, or condition. 

His administration has been through- 
out vigorous and honorable, high minded 
and patriotic. We commend it without 
resiBrvation to the considerate judgment 
'^f the American people. 



THE PEOPLE^S PARTY PLATFORM. 

Adopted at Springfield, 111., July 4, 1904. 
« 

The People's party reafi&rms its ad- 
herence to the basic truths of the Omaha 
platform of 1892, and of the subsequent 
platforms of 1896 and 1900. In session 
in its fourth national convention on 
July 4, 1904, in the city of Springfield, 
111., it draws inspiration from the day 
that saw the birth of the nation, as well 
as its own birth as a party, and also 
from the soul of him who lived at its 
present place of meeting. 

We renew our allegiance to the old- 
fashioned American spirit that gave this 
nation existence and made it distinctive 
among the peoples of the earth. We 
again sound the keynote of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, that all men are 
created equal in a political sense, which 
is the sense in which that instrument, 
being a political document, intended 
that the utterance should be understood. 
We assert that the departure from this 
fundamental truth is responsible for the 
ills from which we suffer as a nation; 
that the giving of special privileges to 
the few has enabled them to dominate 
the many, thereby tending to destroy 
the political equality which is the corner 
stone of democratic government. 

We call for a return to the truths of 
the fathers, and we vigorously protest 
against the spirit of mammonism and 
of thinly-veiled monarchy that is in- 
vading certain sections of our national 
life and of the very administration it- 
self. This is a nation of peace, and >^e 
deplore the appeal to the spipt of force 
and militarism which is shown in ill- 
advised and vainglorious boasting and, 
in more harmful ways, in the denial of 
the rights of man under martial law. 

A political democracy and an indus- 
trial despotism cannot exist side lt>y 
side; and nowhere is this truth more 
plainly shown than in the gigantic mo- 
nopolies which have bred all sorts of 
kindred trusts, subverted the goTern- 
ments of many of the states and estab- 
lished their official agents in the na- 
tional government. We submit that it 
is better for the government to own €h% 
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railroads than for the railroads to own 
the government; and that one or the j 
other alternative seems inevitable. ./ 

We call the attention of our fellow- 
citizens to the fact that the surrender 
of both of the old parties to corpojc&te 
influences leaves the People's party the 
only, party of reform. in the nation. 



Therefore, we submit the following 
platform of principles to the American 
people : 

The issuing of money is a function of 
government, and should never be dele- 
gated to corporations or individuals. The 
Constitution gives to Congress alone 
power to coin money and regulate its 
value. 

We demand, therefore, that all money 
shall be issued by the government in 
such quantity as shall maintain stabil- 
ity in prices, every foliar to be a full 
legal tender, none of which shall be a 
debt redeemable in other money. 

We demand that postal savings banks 
be established by the government for 
the safe deposit of the savings of . the 
people. 

We believe in the right of labor to 
organize for ,the benefit and protection 
of those who toil; and pledge the efforts 
of the People's party to preserve this 
right inviolate. Capital is organized, 
and has no right to deny to labor the 
privilege which it claims for itself. We 
feel that intelligent organization of la- 
bor is essential; that it raises the stand- 
ard of workmanship and promotes the 
efficiency, intelligence, independence and 
character of the wage earner. We be- 
lieve with Abraham Lincoln that labor 
is prior to capital, and is not its slave, 
but its companion; and we plead for 
that broad spirit of toleration and jus- 
tice which will promote industrial peace 
through the observance of the princi- 
ples of voluntary arbitration. 

We favor the enactment of legislation 
looking to the improvement of condi- 
tions for wage earners, the abolition of 
child labor, the suppression of sweat* 
shops and of convict labor, in competi- 
tion with free labor, and the exclusion 



from American shores of foreign paupei 
labor. 

We favor the shorter workday, and 
declare that if eight hours constitutes 
a day's labor in government service that 
eight hours should constitute a day'a 
labor in factories, work shops and mines, 

As a means of placing all public ques- 
tions directly under the control of the 
people, we demand that legal provision 
be made under which the people may ex- 
ercise the initiative, referendum and 
proportional representation, and direct 
vote for all public officers, with the right 
of recall. 

Land, including all the natural sources 
of wealth, is a heritage of all the people 
and should not be monopolized for spec- 
ulative purposes; and alien ownership ol 
land should be prohibited. 

We demand a return to the original 
interpretation of the Constitution and 
a fair and impartial enforcement of 
laws under it; and denounce government 
by injunction and imprisonment without 
the right of trial by jury. 

To prevent unjust discrimination and 
monopoly, the government should own 
and control the railroads and those pub- 
lic utilities which in their nature are 
monopolies. To perfect the postal serv- 
ice, the government should own and op- 
erate the general telegraph and tele- 
phone systems and provide a parcels 
post. 

As to those trusts and monopolies 
which are not public utilities or natural 
monopolies, we demand that Ihose spe- 
cial privileges which they now enjoy, 
and which alone enable them to exist, 
should be immediately withdrawn. Cor- 
porations being the creatures of govern- 
ment should be subjected to such gov- 
ernmental regulations and control as 
will adequately protect the public. We 
demand the taxation of monopoly privi- 
leges, while they remain in private 
hands, to the extent of the value of the 
privile^s granted. 

We demand that Congress shall enact 
a general law uniformly regulating the 
power and duties of all incorporated 
companies doing interstate business. 
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DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM. 

(Adopted at St. Louis, Mo., July 8, 
1904.) 

The DemDcratic party of the United 
States, in national convention asaem- 
bled, declares its devotion to the essen- 
tial principles of the Democratic faith 
which brin^^s it t'^gether in party com- 
munion. Under them local self-govern- 
ment and national unity and prosperity 
were alike established. They underlaid 
our independence, the structure of our 
free republic and every Deniocratic ex- 
tension from Louisiani to California 
and Texas to Oregon, which preserved 
faithfully in all the States the tie be- 
tween taxation and representation. 
They yet inspire the masses of our peo- 
ple, guarding jealously their rights and 
liberties and cherishing their fraternity, 
peace and orderly development. They 
remind us of our duties and responsibili- 
ties as citizens and impress upon us, 
particularly at this time, the necessity 
of reform and the rescue of the admin- 
istration of government from the head- 
strong, arbitrary and spasmodic meth- 
ods winch distract business by. uncer- 
tainty and pervade the public mind with, 
dread, distrust and perturbation. 

I. The application of these funda- 
mental principles to the living issues of 
the day is the first step toward the as- 
sured peace, safety and progress of our 
Nation. Freedom of the press, of con- 
science and of speech; equality before 
the law of all citizens; right of trial by 
jury; freedom of the person defended 
by the writ of habeas corpus ; liberty of 
personal contract untrammeled by sump- 
tuary laws; supremacy of the civil over 
military authority; a well-disciplined 
militia; the separation of church and 
state; economy in expenditures; low 
taxes, that labor may be lightly bur- 
dened; prompt and sacred fulfillment of 
public and private obligations; fidelity 
to treaties; peace and friendship with 
all nations; entangling alliances with 
none ; absolute acquiescence to the will 
of the majority, the vital principle of 
republics — these are the doctrines which 
Democracy has established as proverbs 



of the Nation, and they should be con- 
stantly invoked and enforced. 

We favor the enactment and admin- 
istration of laws giving labor and capi- 
tal impartially their just rights. Capi- 
tal and labor ought not to be enemies. 
Each is necessary to the other. Each 
has its rights, but the rights of labor 
are certainly no less "vested," no less 
"sacred" and no less "inalienable" than 
the rights of capital. 

Constitutional guaranties are violated 
whenever any citizen is denied the right 
to labor, acquire and enjoy property or 
reside where interest or inclination may 
determine. Any denial thereof by indi- 
viduals, organizations or governments 
should be summarily rebuked and pun- 
ished. 

We deny the right of any executive 
to disregard or suspend any constitu- 
tional privilege or limitation. Obediei^ce 
to the laws and respect for their require- 
ments are alike the supreme duty of the 
citizen and the official. . The military 
should be used only to support and 
maintain the law. We unqualifiedly 
condemn its employment for the sum- 
mary banishment of citizens without 
trial or for the control of elections. 

We approve the measure which passed 
the United States Senate in 1896, but 
which a Republican Congress has ever 
since refused to enact, relating to con- 
tempts in federal courts and providing^ 
for trial by jury in cases of indirect 
contempt. 

We are in favor of the arbitration of 
differences between corporate employers 
and their employes and we favor «l 
strict enforcement of the eight-hour day 
law on all government work. 

We favor liberal appropriations for- 
the care and improvement of the water- 
way s of the country. When any water 
way like the Mississippi River is of su.:f- 
ficient importance to demand special ai<l 
of the government, such aid should l^e 
extended with a definite plan of contui.\i.> 
0U8 work until permanent improvemexit 
is secured. 

We oppose the Republican policy of 
starving home development in order t;o 
feed the greed of conquest and the ap{>e- 
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tite for national ^'prestige" and display 
of strength. 

Large reductions can easily be made 
in the annual expenditures of the gov- 
ernment without impairing the effici- 
ency of any branch of the public service, 
and we shall insist upon the strictest 
economy and frugality compatible with 
vigorous and efficient civil, military and 
naval administration as a right of the 
people too clear to be denied or with- 
held. 

II. We favor the enforcement of hon- 
esty in the public service, and to that 
end a thorough legislative investiga- 
tion of those executive departments of 
the government already Known to teem 
with corruption, as well as other depart- 
ments suspected of harboring corruption, 
and the punishment of ascertained cor- 
ruptionists without fear or favor or re- 
gard to persons. The persistent and de- 
liberate refusal of both the Senate and 
the House of Representatives to permit 
such investigation to be made demon- 
strates that only by a change in the 
executive and in the legislative depart- 
ments can complete exposure, punish- 
ment and correction be obtained. 

We condemn the action of the Repub- 
lican party in Congress in refusing to 
prohibit an executive department from 
entering into contracts with convicted 
trusts or unlawful combinations in re- 
straint of interstate trade. We believe 
that one of the best methods of procur- 
ing economy and honesty in the public 
service is to have public officials, from 
the occupant of the White House down 
to the lowest of them, return as nearly 
as may be to Jeffersonian simplicity of 
living. 

III. We favor the nomination and elec- 
tion of a President imbued with the 
principles of the Constitution, who will 
set his face sternly against executive 
usurpation of legislative and judicial 
functions, whether that usurpation be 
veiled under the guise of executive con- 
struction of existing laws or whether it 
takes refuge in the tyrant's pleas of 
necessity or superior wisdom. 

We favor the preservation, so far as 
M^e can, of an open door for the world's 
commerce in the Orient, without unnec- 



sary entanglement in Oriental and Euro 
pean a£fair&, and without arbitrary, un 
limited, irresponsible and absolute gov 
ernment anywhere within our juiisdic 
tion. We oppose, as fervently as di^ 
George Washington himself, an indefin 
ite, irresponsible, discretionary anc 
vague absolutism and a policy of colo 
nial exploitation, no matter where oi 
by whom evoked or exercised; we be 
lieve with Thomas Jefferson and Johi 
Adams that no government has a righ 
to make one set of laws for those "ai 
home" and another and a different set o: 
laws, absolute in their character, fo] 
those "in the colonies." All men undei 
the American flag are entitled to th( 
protection of the institutions whose em 
bleiA the flag is; if they are inherently 
unfit for those institutions, then thej 
are inherently unfit to be members o 
the American body politic. Whetevei 
there may exist a people incapable oi 
being governed under American laws 
in consonance with the American Con 
stitution, that people ought not to Ix 
part of the American domain. 

We insist that we ought to do for th< 
Filipinos what we have done already foi 
the Cubans, and it is our duty to mak< 
that promise now, upon suitable guar 
antees of protection to citizens of oui 
own and other countries resident ther< 
at the time of our withdrawal, set th4 
Filipino people upon their feet, free anc 
independent to work out their own des 
tiny. 

The endeavor of the Secretary of War 
by pledging the government's indorse 
ment for "promoters" in the Phillippin< 
Islands, to make the United States i 
partner in speculative legislation of th< 
archipelago, which was only temporarily 
held, up by the opposition of the Demo 
cratic senators in the last session will 
if successful, lead to entanglements fron 
which it will be difficult to escape. 

The Democratic party has been, anc 
will continue to be, the consistent oppo 
nent of that class of tariff legislatioi 
by which certain interests have beei 
permitted, through congressional favor 
to draw a heavy tribute from the Amer 
ican people. This monstrous perversioi 
of those equal opportunities which oui 
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politidil inBtitutions were established to 
secure has caused what may once have 
been infant industries to become the, 
greatest combinations of capital that] 
the world has ever known. These spe- 
cial favorites of the government have,] 
through trust methods, been converted 
into monopolies, thus bringing to an end 
domestic competition, which was the 
only alleged check upon the extravagant 
profits made possibb by the protective 
system. These industrial combinations, 
by the financial assistance they can 
give, now control the policy of the Re- 
publican party. 

We denounce protection as a robbery 
of the many to enrich the few, and we 
lavor a tariff limited to the needs of the 
government, economically administered 
and so levied as not to discriminate 
against any industry, class or section^ 
to the end that the burdens of taxation 
shall be distributed as equally as possi- 
ble. We favor a revision and a gradual 
reduction of the tariff by the friends of 
the masses for the common weal, and 
not by the friends of its abuses, its ex- 
tortions and its discriminations, keep- 
ing in view the ultimate ends of ''equal- 
ity of burdens and equality of oppor* 
tunities," and the constitutional purpose 
of raising a revenue by taxation, to-wit, 
the support of the federal government 
in all its integrity and virility, but in 
.simplicity. 

We recognize that the gigantic trusts 
and combinations designed to enable 
capital to secure more than its just 
share of the joint products of capital 
and labor, and which have been fostered 
and promoted under Republican rule, 
are a menace to beneficial competition 
and an obstacle to permanent business 
prosperity. A private monopoly is in- 
defensible and intolerable. Individual 
equality of opportunity and free com- 
petition are essential to a healthy and 
permanent commercial prosperity, and 
any trust, combination or monopoly 
tending to destroy these by controlling 
production, restricting competition or 
fixing prices should be prohibited and 
punished by law. We especially de- 
nounce rebates and discrimination by 
transportation companies as the most 



/potent agenq;^ in promoting and 
strengthening these unlawful conspira- 
cies against trade. We demand an en- 
largement of the powers of the inter- 
state commerce commission, to the end 
that the traveling public and shippers 
of this country may have prompt and 
^ adequate relief from the abuses to which 
they are subjected in the matter of 
transportation. We demand a strict en- 
forcement of existing civil and criminal 
statutes against all such trusts, com- 
binations and monopolies; and we de- 
mand the enactment of such further 
legislation as may be necessary to effec- 
tually suppress them. 

Any trust or unlawful combination 
engaged in interstate commerce which is 
monopolizing any branch of business or 
production should not be permitted to 
transact business outside of the State 
of its origin. Whenever it shall be es- 
tablished in any court of competent . 
jurisdiction that such monopolization ex- 
ists such prohibition should be enforced 
through comprehensive laws to be en- 
acted on the subject. 

We congratulate our Western citizens 
upon the passing of the law known as 
the Newlands irrigation act for the irri- 
gation and reclamation of the arid lands 
of the West; a measure framed by a 
Democrat, passed in the Senate by "a 
nonpartisan vote and passed in the 
House against the opposition of almost 
all the Republican leaders by a vote the 
majority of which was Democratic. 

We call attention to this great Demo- 
cratic measure, broad and comprehen- 
sive as it is, working automatically 
throughout all time without further ac- 
tion of Congress, until the reclamation 
of all the lands in the arid West capable 
of reclamation is accomplished, reserv- 
ing _the lands reclaimed for homeseekers 
in small tracts, and rigidly guarding 
against land monopoly, as an evidence 
of the policy of domestic, development 
contemplated by the Democratic party, 
should it be placed in power. 

The Democracy when intrusted with 
power will construct the Panama Canal 
speedily, honestly and economically, 
thereby giving to our people what Dem- 
ocrats have always contended for — a 
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^eat interoceanic canal, furnishing 
shorter and cheaper lines of transporta- 
tion and broader and less trammeled 
trade relations with the other peoples 
of the world. 

We pledge ourselves to insist upion the 
just and lawful protection of our citi- 
zens at home and abroad, and to iise all 
proper measures to secure for them, 
whether native born or naturalized, and 
without distinct ion of race or creed, the 
equal protection of laws and the enjoy- 
ment of all rights' and privileges open 
to them under the covenants of . our 
treaties of friendship and commerce; 
and if, under existing treaties, the right 
of travel and sojourn is denied to Ameri- 
can citizens or recognition is Withheld 
from American passports by any coun- 
tries on the ground of race or creed, we 
favor the beginning of negotiations with 
the governments of such coimtriea to, 
secure by treaties the removal of these 
unjust discriminations. 

We demand that all over the world a 
duly authenticated passport issued by 
the government of the United States to 
an American citizen shall be proof of 
the fact that he is an American citizen 
and shall entitle him to the treatment 
due him as such. 

We favor the election of United States 
senators by the direct vote of the peo- 
ple. 

We favor the admission of the Terri- 
tories of Oklahoma and the Indian Ter- 
ritory. We also favor the immediate 
admission of Arizona and New Mexico 
as separate States and a territorial gov- 
ernment for Alaska and Porto Rico. We 
hold that the officials appointed to ad- 
minister the government of any terri- 
tory, as well as that of the District of 
Alaska, should be bona fide residents at 
the time of their appointment of the 
territory or district in which their duties 
are to be performed. 

We demand the extermination of po- 
lygamy within the jurisdiction of the 
United States and the complete separa- 
tion of church and state in political af- 
fairs. 

We denounce the ship subsidy bill re- 
cently passed by the United States Sen- 
ate as an iniquitous appropriation of 



public funds for private purposes and a 
wasteful, illogical and useless attempt 
to overcome by subsidy the ottstructiona 
raised by Republican legislation to the 
growth and developmem of American 
commerce on the sea. We favor the up- 
building of a merchant marine without 
new or additional burdens upon the peo- 
ple and without bounties from the pub- 
lic treasury. 

We favor liberal trade arrangements 
with Canada, and with peoples of other 
countries where they can be entered into 
with benefit to American agriculture, 
manufactures, mining or commerce. 

Wo favor the maintenance of the 
Monroe doctrine in its full integrity. 

We favor the reduction of the army 
and navy expenditures to the point 
historically demonstrated to be safe and 
sufficient. 

The Democracy would secure to the 
surviving soldiers and sailors and their 
dependents generous pensions,' not by 
an arbitrary executive order, but by 
Igislation which a grateful people stand 
ready to enact. Our soldiers and sail- 
ors who defend with their lives the Con- 
stitution and the laws have a sacred 
interest in their just administration. 
They must therefore share with us the 
humiliation with which we have wit- 
nessed the exaltation of court favor- 
ites, without distinguished service, over 
the scarred heroes of many battles, or 
aggrandized by executive appropriations 
out of the treasuries of a prostrate peo- 
ple in violation of the act of Congress 
which fixed the compensation and al- 
lowances of military officers. 

The Democratic party stands commit- 
ted to the principles of civil service re- 
form, and we demand their honest, just 
and impartial enforcement. 

We denounce the Republican party for 
its continuous and sinister encroach- 
ments upon the spirit and operation of 
civil service rules, whereby it has arbi- 
tarily dispensed with examinations for 
office in the interests of favorites and 
employed all manner of device to over- 
reach and set aside the principles upon 
which the civil service was established. 

The race question has brought count- 
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lesg woes to this country. The calm 
wisdom of the American people should 
see to it that it brings no more. To re- 
vive the dead and hateful race and sec- 
tional animosities in any part of our 
common country means confusion, dis- 
traction of business, and the reopening 
of wounds now happily healed. North, 
South, East and West have but recently 
stood together in line of battle from 
the walls of Peking to the hills of San- 
tiago, and as sharers of a common glory 
and a common destiny we should share 
fraternally the common burdens. 

We therefore deprecate and condemn 
the Bourbon-like, selfish and narrow) 
spirit of the recent Republican conven- 
tion at Chicago, which sought to kindle 
anew the embiers of racial and sectional 
strife, and we appeal from it to the 
sober common sense and patriotic spirit 
of the American people. 

The existing Itepublican administra- 
tion has been spasmodic, erratic, sen- 
sational, spectacular and arbitrary. It 
has made itself a satire upon the Con- 
gress, the courts, and upon the settled 
practices and usages of national and in- 
ternational law. It summoned the Con- 
gress into hasty and futile extra session 
and virtually adjourned it, leaving be- 
hind its flight from Washington uncalled 
calendars and unaccomplished tasks. 

It made war, which is the sole power 
of Congress, without its (authority, 
thereby usurping one of its fundamental 
prerogatives. It violated a plain statute 
of the United States, as well as plain 
treaty obligations, international usages 
and constitutional law; and has done 
so under pretense of executing a great 
public policy which could have been 
more easily effected lawfully, constitu- 
tionally and with honor. 

It forced strained and unnatural con- 
structions upon statutes, usurping 
judicial interpretation, and substituting 
for congressional enactment its decree. 

It withdrew from Congress their cus- 
tomary duties of investigation which 
have heretofore made the representatives 
of the people and the states the terror 
of evil-doers. 

It conducted a secretive investigation 
of its own and boasted of a few sample 



convictions, while it threw a broad cov- 
erlet over the bureaus which had been 
their chosen field of operative abuses, 
and kept in power the superior officers 
under whose administration the crimes 
had been committed. 

It ordered assault upon some monop- 
olies, 'but, paralyzed by its first vic- 
tory, it flung out the flag of truce and 
cried out that it would not "run amuck" 
— leaving its future purposes beclouded 
by its vacillations. 

Conducting the campaign upon this 
declaration of our principles and pur- 
poses, we invoke for our candidates the 
support not only of our great and time- 
honored organization, but also the active 
assistance of all of our fellow citizens 
who, disregarding past difTerenoes upon 
questions no longer in issue, desire the 
perpetuation of our constitutional gov- 
ernment as framed and established by 
the fathers *^i the Republic. 



PROHIBITION PLATFORM. 

(Adopited at Indianapolis, Ind., June 
30, 1904.) 
The Prohibition party, in national 
convention assembled, at Indianapolis, 
June 30, 1904, recognizing that the chief 
end of all government is the establish- 
ment of those principles righteousness 
and justice that have been revealed to 
men as the will of the ever living God 
desiring His blessing upon our national 
life, and believing in the perpetuation 
of the high ideals of government of the 
people, by the people and for the people, 
established by our fathers, makes the 
following declaration of principles and 
purposes : ' 

1. The widely prevailing system of 
the licensed and legalized sale of alco- 
holic beverages is so ruinous to indi- 
vidual interests, so inimical to public 
welfare, so destructive to national 
wealth and so subversive to the rights 
of great masses of our citizenship, that 
the destruction of the traffic is, and for 
years has been, the most important 
question in American politics. 

2. We denounce the lack of states- 
manship exhibited by the leaders of the 
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Democratic and Republican parties in 
their refusal to ' recognize the para- 
mount importance of this question and 
the cowardice with wliich tl^e leaders of 
these parties have courted the favor of 
those whose selfish interests are ad- 
vanced by the continuation and aug- 
mentation of the traffic, until to-day 
the influence of the liquor traffic prac- 
tically dominates national, state and 
local government throughout the Nation. 

3. We declare the truth, demom- 
strated by the experience of half a cen- 
tury, that all methods of dealing with 
the liquor traffic which recognizes its 
right to exist, in any form, under any 
system of license or tax or regulation, 
have proved powerless to remove, its 
evils and useless as checks upon its 
growth, while the insignificant public 
revenues which have accrued therefrom 
have seared the public conscience against 
a recognition of its iniquity. 

4. We call public attention to the 
fact, proved by the experience of more 
than fifty years, that to secure the 
enactment and enforcement of prohibit- 
ory legislation, in which alone lies the 
hope of the protection of the people from 
the liquor traffic, it is necessary that the 
legislative, executive and judicial 
branches of the government should be in 
the hands of a political party in har- 
mony with the Prohibition principle, and 
pledged to its embodiment in law and 
to the execution of those laws. 

6. We pledge the Prohibition party 
wherever given power by the suffrages 
of the people to the enactment and en- 
forcement of laws prohibiting and abol- 
ishing the manufacture, importation, 
transportation and sale of alcoholic 
beverages. 

6. We declare that there is not only 
no other issue of equal importance be- 
fore the American people to-day, but 
that the so-called issues upon which the 
Democratic and Republican parties seek 



to divide the electorate of the country 
are, in large part, subterfuges under 
the cover of which they wrangle for the 
spoils of office. 

7. Recognizing that the intelligent 
voters of the country may properly ask 
our attitude upon other questions of 
public concern, we declare ourselves in 
favor of: 

The impartial enforcement of all law. 

The safe guarding of the peoples' 
rights by rigid application of the princi- 
ples of justice to all combinations of 
capital and labor. 

The recognition of the fact that the 
right of suffrage should depend upon the 
mental and moral qualifications of the 
citizen. 

A more intimate relation between the 
people and government by a wise appli- 
cation of the principles of the initiative 
and referendum. 

Such changes in our laws as will place 
tariff schedules in the hands of an omni- 
partisan commission. 

The application of uniform laws for 
all our country and dependencies. 

The election of United States senators 
by vote of the people. 

The extension and honest administra- 
tion of the civil service laws. 

The safe guarding of every citizen, in 
every place under the government of 
the people of the United States, in all 
the rights guaranteed by the laws and 
the Constitution. ^ 

International arbitration, and we de- 
clare that our Nation should contribute 
in every manner consistent with na- 
tional dignity to the permanent estab- 
lishment of peace between all nations. 

The reform of our divorce laws, the 
final extirpation of polygamy and the 
total overthrow of the present shameful 
system of the illegal sanction of the so- 
cial evil, with its unspeakable traffic in 
girls by the municipal authorities of al- 
most all our cities. 
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The Presideni'B Cabinet originally consisted 
of but four officers, a Secretary of State, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, Secretary of War and 
Navy/ and Attorney General ; but in 1708 the 
Navy department was established, in 1829 the 
Post Master General was made a Cabinet offi- 
cer, and in 1849 a law was passed establishing 
the Department of the Interior, and in 1888 the 
Department of Agriculture. 

The salary of a Cabinet officer is |8,000. 

The following table shows the date when 
each Cabinet officer has taken his place : 

Secretaries of State. 

Thomas Jefferson, Va., Sept. 26th, 1789. 
Edmund Randolph, Va., Jan. 2d, 179C 
Timothy Pickering, Mass., Dec. 10th, 1795. 
John Marshall, Va., May 13th. 1800. 
James Madison, Va., March 5th, 1801. 
Robert Smith, Md., March 6th, 1809. 
James Monroe, Va., April 2nd, 1811. 
John Quincy Adams, Mass., March 4th, 1817. 
Henry Clay, Ky.. March 7th, 1825. 
Martin Van Buren, N. Y., March 6th, 1829. 
Edward Livingston, La., May 24th, 1831. 
Louis McLane, Del., May 29th, 1833. 
John Forsyth, Ga., June 27th, 1834. 
Daniel Webster, Mass., March 5th, 1841. 
H. S. Legare, 8. C, May 9th, 1843. 
A. P. Upshur, Va., June 24th, 1843. 
John Nelson, Md., Feb., 29th, 1844. 
John C. Calhoun, S. C, March 6th, 1844. 
James Buchanan, Pa., March 5th, 1845. 
John M. Clayton, Del., March 7th, 1845. 
Daniel Webster, Mass., July 20th, 1850. 
Edward Everett. Mass., Dec. 9th, 1851. 
William L. Marcy, N. Y., March 5th, 1853. 
Lewis Cass, Mich., March 6th, 1857. 
Jeremiah S. Black. Pa., Dec. 14th, 1860. 
William H. Seward, N. Y., March 5th, 1861. 
Elihu B.'Washbume, 111., March 5th, 1869. 
Hamilton Fish, N. Y., March 11th, 1869. 
Hamilton Fish, N. Y., reappointed Mar. 4, 1878. 



W. M. Bvarts, N. Y., March 12, 1877. 
James G, Blaine, Maine, March 5, 1881. 
P. T. Frelinghuysen, N. J., Dec. 12, 1881. 
Thomas F. Bayard, Delaware, March 6, 1886. 
James G. Blaine, Maine, March 5, 1889. 
J. W. Foster, Ind., June 22, 1892. 
Walter Q. Gresham, 111., March 5, 1898. 
Richard Olney, Mass., 1895. 
John Sherman, O., March 5, 1897. 
John A. Hay, O., 1898. 



Secretaries of tbe Treasnrj. 

Alexander Hamilton, N. Y., Sept. 12, 1879. 
Oliver Wolcott, Ct., Feb. 4, 1795. 
Samuel Dexter, Mass., Dec. 81, 1800. 
Albert Gallatin, Pa., May 14, 1801. 
George W. Campbell, Tenn., Feb. 9, 1814. 
Alexander J. Dallas, Pa., Oct. 6th, 1814. 
William H. Crawford, Ga^ Oct., 22, 1816. 
Richard Rush, Pa., March 7, 1825. 
Samuel D. Ingham, Pa , March 6, 1829. 
Louis McLane, Del., Aug. 8. 1831. 
William J. Duane, Pa., May 29, 1833. 
Roger B. Taney, Md., Sept. 23, 1833. 
Levi Woodbury, N. H., June 27, 1884. 
Thomas Ewlng, O., March 5, 1841. 
Walter Forward, Pa., Sept. 13, 1841. 
John C. Spencer, N. Y., March 3, 1848. 
George M. Bibb, Ky., June 15, 1844. 
Robert J. Walker, Miss., March 5, 1845. 
W. M. Meredith, Pa., March 7, 1849. 
Thomas Corwin, O., June 20, 1850. 
James Guthrie, Ky., March 5, 1853. 
Howell Cobb, Ga., March 6, 1857. 
Philip F. Thomas, Md., Dec. 10, 1860. 
John N. Dix. N. Y., 1861. 
Salmon P. Chase, O., March 5, 1861. 
William P. Fessenden, Me., July, 1864. 
Hugh McCuIIoch, Ind., 1864. 
George S. Boutwell, March 11, 1860. 
W. A. Richardson, March 17, 1878. 
B. H. Bristow, Ky., June 3, 1874. 
L. M. Morrill, Maine, June 21, 1876. 
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John Sherman, O., March 12, 1877. 
W. H. Windom, Minn., March 5, 1881. 
Chas. J. Folger, N. Y., Oct. 27, 1881. 
W. Q. Gresham, Ind., Sept. 24, 1884. 
Hngrh McCnlloch, Ind., Oct. 28, 1884. 
Daniel Manning, N. Y., March 6, 1885. 
C. S. Fairchild, N. Y., April 1, 1887- 
W. H. Windom, Minn., March 5, 188D. 
Chas. Foster. O., Feb. 25, 1891. 
John G. Carlisle, Ky., March 5, 188b. 
L. J. Gage, III., March 1, 1897. 



Secretaries of 'War, 

I Henry Knox, Mass., Sept. 12, 1789. 
Timothy Pickering, Pa., Jan. 2, 1795. 
James McHenry, Md., Jan. 27, 1796. 
James Marshall, Va., May 7, 1800. 
Samuel Dexter, Mass., May 13, 1800. 
Roger Griswold, Ct., Feb. 3, 1801. 
Henry Dearborn, Mass., March 5, 1801 . 
William Bustis, Mass., March 7, 1809. 
Joiin Armstrong, N. Y., Jan. 13, 1813. 
James Monroe, Va., Sept. 27, 1814. 
William H, Crawford, Ga., March 2, 1815. 
Isaac Shelby, Ky., March 5, 1817. 
G. Graham, Va., AprU 7, 1817. 
John C. Calhoun, S. C, Oct. 8, 1817. 
James Barbour, Va., March 7, 1825. 
Peter B. Porter, N. Y., May 28, 1828. 
J. H. Eaton, Tenn., March 9, 1829. 
Lewis Cass, Mich., Aug. 1, 1831. 
Benjamin F. Butler, N. Y., March 3, 1837. 
Joel R. Poinsett, S. C, March 7, 1837. 
John Bell, Tenn., Mar. 5, 1841. 
John McLean, O., Sept. 13, 1841. 
John C. Spencer, N. Y., Oct. 12, 1841. 
James M. Porter, Pa., March 8, 1843. 
William Wllklns, Pa., Feb. 15, 1844. 
William L. Marcy, N. Y., March 5, 1845. 
George W. Crawford, Ga., March 6, 1849. 
Charles M. Conrad, La., Aug. 8, 1850. 
Jefferson Davis, Miss., March 5, 1853. 
John B. Floyd, Va., March 6, 1857. 
Joseph Holt, Ky., Dec. 30, 1860. 
Simon Cameron, Pa. , March 5, 1861. 
Edwin M. Stanton, Pa., Jan. 13, 1862. 
Ulysses S. Grant, HI., 1868. 
J. M. Scholield, 1869. 
John A. Rawlins, m., March 5, 1869. 
Wm. T. Sherman, Sept^ 9, 1860. 
Wm. W. Belknap, Oct. 25, 1869. 
Wm. W. Belknap, reappointed, Mar. 17, 1873. 
Alphonzo Taft, Ohio, March 8, 1870. 
J. D. Cameron, Pa., May 22, 1870. 



G. W. McCreary, Iowa, March 12, 1877. 
Alexander Ramsey, Minn., Dec. 12, 1879. 
Ilobert T. Lincoln, III., March 2, 1881. 
W. C. Endicott, Mass., March 6, 1885. 
Redfield Proctor, Vermont, March 5, 1889. 
Daniel S. Lamont, N. Y., March 5, 1893. 
R. A. Alger, Mich., March 5, 1897. 
Ellhue Root, N. Y. 



• Secretaries of tbe Navy. 

George Cabot, May 3, 1798. 

Benjamin Stoddert, Mass., May 21, 1796. 

Robert Smith, Md., July 15, 1801. 

J. Crownlnshleld, Mass., May 3, 1805. 

Paul Hamilton, S. C, March 7, 1809. 

William Jones, Pa., Jan. 12, 1613. 

B. W. Crownlnshleld, Mass., Dec. 17,1814. 

Smith Thompson, N. Y., Nov. 9, 1818. 

John Rogers, Mass., Sept. 1, 1823. 

S. L. Southard, N. J., Sept. 16, 1823. 

John Branch, N. C, March 9, 1829. 

Levi Woodbury, N. H., May 23, 1831. 

Mahlon Dickerson, N. J., June 30, 1834. 

J. K. Paulding, N. Y., June 20, 1830. 

G. E. Badger, N. C. March 5, 1841. 

Abel P. Upshur, Va., Sept. 13, 1841. 

David Henshaw, Mass., July 24, 1843. 

T. W. Gilmer, Ya., Feb. 12, 1844. 

John Y. Mason, Va., March 14, 1844. 

George Bancroft, Mass., March 10, 1846< 

John Y. Mason, Va., Sept. 9, 1846. 

William B. Preston, Va., March 7, 1849. 

William A, Graham, N. C, July 20, 1850. 

J. P. Kennedy, Md., July 22, 1850. 

J. C. Dobbin, N. C, March 5, 1853. 

Isaac Toucey, Ct., March 6, 1857. 

Gideon Wells, Ct., March 5, 1861. 

Adolph E. Borle, Pa., March 5, 1869. 

George M. Robeson, N. J., June 25, 1869. 

George M. Robeson, reappointed, Mar. 17. 1873. 

R. W. Thompson, Ind., March 12, 1877. 

Nathan Goff, W. Va., Jan. 6, 1881. 

W. H. Hunt, La., March 5, 1881. 

W. E. Chandler, N. H., April 1, 1882. 

W. C. Whitney, N. Y., March 6. 1885. 

Benj. F. Tracy, N. Y., March 5, 1889. 

H. A. Herbert, Ala., March 5, 1893. 

Jno. D. Long, Mass., March 5, 1897. 



Secretaries of the Interior. 

Thomas H. Swing, Ohio, March 7, 1849. 

T. M. T. McKennan, Pa., 1850. 

Alexander. H. H. Stuart, Va., Sept. 12, 1880. 
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Robert McClelland, MiehM March 5. 1853. 

Jacob Tbompaon, Miss., March % 1867. 

Caleb B. Smith, Ind., March 6. 1861. 

John P. t7(iher, Ind., Jan. 7, 1868. 

James Harlan, Iowa, 1866. 

OrrUle H. Browning, 111., 1860i 

Jacob D. Coz. Ohio, March 6, 1869. 

ColumbuB Delano, Ohio, Not. 1, 1870. 

Columbus Delano, reappointed, March 17, 1878. 

Zach. Chandler, Mich., Oct. 19, 1875. 

Carl Sclrarz, Mo., March 12, 1877. 

S. J. Kirkwood, Iowa, March 5, 1881. 

H. M. Teller, Colo., April 6, 1882.— 

L. Q. C. Lamar, Miss., March 6, 1886. 

Wm. F. Vilas, Wis., Jan. 16, 1888. 

J. W. Noble, Mo., March 5, 1889. 

Hoke Smith, Oa., M^rch 5, 1893. 

David R. Francis, Mo., Sept. 1, 1896. 

C. N. Bliss, N. Y., March 5, 1897. 



Postmasters General* 

Samuel Osgood, Mass., Sept. 26, 1789. 

Timothy Pickering, Mass., Aug. 12, 1791. 

Joseph Habersham, Oa., Feb. 25, 1795. 

Gideon Granger, Ct., Nov. 26, 1801. 

Return J. Meigs, Ohio, March 17, 1814. 

John McLean, Ohio, June 25, 1823. 

Wm. T. Barry, Ky., March 9, 1829. 

Amos Kendall, Ky., March 1, 1835. 

John M. Niles, Ct., May 18, 1840. 

Francis Granger, N. Y., March 6, 1841. 

Charles A. Wickliff, Ky., Sept. 18, 1841. 

Cave Johnson, Tenn., March 6, 1845. 

Jacob CoUamer, Vt., March 7, 1849. * 

Nathan K. Hall, N. Y., July.20, 1850. 

S. D. Hubbard, Ct., Aug. 81, 1652. 

James Campbell, Pa., March 5, 1858. 

Aaron V. Brown, Tenn., March 6, 1857. 

Joseph Holt, Ky., March 14, 1859. 

Horatio King, Jan. 1, 1861. 

Montgomery Blair, Md., March 7, 1861. 

Wm. Dennison, O., Oct. 1, 1864. 

Alexander W. Randall, Wis., July 15, 186& 

J. A. J. Cresswell, Md., March 6, 1869. 

J. A. J. Cresswell, reappointed, March 17, 1878. 

Marshall Jewell, Conn., Aug. 24, 1874. 

James M. Tyner, Ind., July 12, 1876. 

D. M. Key, Tenn., March 12, 1877. 

Horace Maynard, Tenn., Aug. 25, 1880. 

T. L. James, N. Y., March 5, 1881. 

T. O. Howe, Wia, Dec. 20, 1881. 

Wm. F. Vilas, Wis., March 6, 1885. 

D. M. Dickerson, Mich., Jan. in, 1888. 

John Wanamaker, Pa., March 6, 1889. 

-V. S. Bissell, N. Y., March 5, 1898. 



W. L. Wilson, W. Va., March 1, 1806. 
Jas. A. Gary, Md., March 6, 1897 



Attorneys General. 

Bdmund Randolph, Va., Sept. 26, 1781. 
William Bradford, Pa., June 27, 1794, 
Charles Lee, Va., Dec. 10, 1796. 
T. Parson, Mass., Feb. 20, 1800. 
Levi Lincoln, Mass., March 5, 1801. 
Robert Smith, tf d., March 2, 1805. 
John Breckenridge, Ky., Dec. 1806. 
Caesar A. Rodney, Del., Jan. 20, 1807. 
William Pinckney, Md., Dec. 11, 1811. 
Richard Rush, Pa., Feb. 10, 1814. 
William Wirt, Md., Dec. 16, 1817. 
John McPherson, Berrien, Ga., Mar. 9, 1829. 
Roger B.Taney, Md., July 20, 1881. 
Benj. F. Butler, N. Y., Nov. 15, 1833. 
Felix Grundy, Tenn., July 7, 1838. 
Henry D. Gilpin, Pa., Jan. 11, 1840. 
John J. Crittenden, Ky., March 5, 1841. 
Hugh S. L^gare, S. C., Sept. 13, 184^. 
John Nelson, Md., July 1, 184.1. 
John Y. Mason, Va., March 5, 1845. 
Nathan ClifTord, Me., Oct. 16, 1846. 
Isaac Toucey, Ct., Jan. 21, 1848. 
Reverdy Johnson, Md., March 7, 1849. 
John J. Crittenden, Ky., July 20, 1850. 
Caleb Cushing, Mass., March 5, 1853. 
Jeremiah S. Black, Pa., March 6, 186f. 
fidwin M. Stanton, Pa., Dec. 14, 186a 
Bdward Bates, Mo., March 6, 1861. 
James Si)eed, Ky., Dec., 1864. 
Henry Stanberry, O., July, 186^. 
Wmiam M.Svarts, N. Y., 1868. 
Eben £. Hoar, Mass., March 5, 1869. 
Amos T. Ackerman, Qa., July 8, 187V. 
George H. Williams, Oregon, 1871. 
Edward Pierrepont,N. Y., 1875. 
Alphonzo Taft, O., March 22, 1871. 
Charles Devens, Mass., March 12, 1877. 
Wayne MacVeagh, Pa., March 5, 1881. 
B. H. Brewster, Pa., Dec. 16, 1881. 
A. H. Garland, Ark., March 6, 1885. 
W. H. H. Miller, Ind., March 5, 1889. 
Richard Olney, Mass., March 5, 1898. 
Judson Harmon, Ohio, 1896. 
Jas. McKenna, Cal., March 5, 1896. 



Secretaries of Asrleniai9ii> 

N. J. Coleman, Mo., Feb. 12, 1888. 
J. M. Rusk, Wis., March 5, 1869. 
J. S. Morton, Neb., March 6, 1898. 
Jas. Wilson, Iowa, March 6, 1887. 
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